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Treraven Farm Newsletter  –  September ’13    
 

Hi!  
 

We’re happy to say that everyone who led summer nature and outdoor play events at Treraven 
Farm – moth and harvest moon nights, wild food foraging, troll hunt adventure, forest animal 
sculpture, kite making and flying, bamboo tour and toy making - wants  to come back (with new 
variations) next summer! Cornwall Wildlife Trust Fox Club are also liking to co-run a few events 
with us at Treraven Farm next year. So far we are planning: wild mammal tracking, hide-making for 
wildlife watching, moth nights and owl pellet dissection. 
  

Please do let me know if you or anyone you know fancies leading a nature education, outdoor play 
or rural skills event at Treraven Farm next year too. Specially – does anyone fly falcons, know 
how to make wild plant dyes or greenwood furniture, or teach archery and bow and arrow making?   
 

Also – please don’t forget to send in any nature, landscape or people pictures you want to enter 
in the photo competition by 14th October… the prizes are excellent! 
 

Hope to see you soon! 
 

Meg    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________

NEWS FROM THE OTHER GAIA TRUST PROPERTIES 
 

Bodwannick Manor 

Farm, near 

Nanstallon, was 

bequeathed to The 

Gaia Trust by 

Martin Appleton 

last year. The 

gardener Sarah Matta (In photo with insurance agent 

in the Wisteria Arch – CMA), with assistance from a 

weekly volunteers group, has been working hard to 

restore and maintain the beautiful gardens, which are 

likely to be open to the public next summer along 

with a network of footpaths and cycle paths around 

the farm linking to the Camel Trail.   

 

At Home Farm 

Marsh in North 

Devon Rupert 

Hawley led a 

summer 

volunteers’ 
day of nature 

watching and photography, soil sampling and clearing 

access to birdhides (shown above – Rupert Hawley) 

which he has written up beautifully with lots of 

photographs here: http://thewoodsmen.wordpress.com.  

If you want to visit there is a map and guide to the 

wildlife at Home Farm Marsh here: 

www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/gaia-home-

farm-marsh.pdf 

http://www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/gaia-home-farm-marsh.pdf
http://www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/gaia-home-farm-marsh.pdf
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JULY SUMMER MOTH NIGHT 

Tony James who led the July summer moth night - at 

which we counted an amazing 87 species – made us 

a special illustrated report of the night: 

www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2013/08/Trerav

en_87-moth-species_Tony-James_July13.pdf    

Tony James is leader of the newly formed Association 

of Moth Enthusiasts (AME). He is a retired satellite 

communications engineer from Goonhilly Satellite 

Earth Station and makes most of his own moth 

trapping kit. He told me the Poplar Hawk moth 

caterpillars probably died because I had collected 

Sallow leaves from too near the road, that it was 

almost certainly nothing to do with fluff on sock!!  

Here’s a photo of a black arches moth with reflective 

eyes by Tony James. The Flickr site for AME is here: 

www.flickr.com/groups/2252583@N20/ 

____________________________________________ 

£5000 TOOL GRANT 

We are delighted to have been granted £5000 from 

Awards for All to buy tools and lock-up for working 

parties at Treraven Farm -  thanks to  Jenni Thomson 

(Trustee) and Alison Vaughan (Director). It feels like 

being kiddy in a sweetshop…           except that recall 

preferring blades over sweets even back then! 

____________________________________________

PHOTOS FROM SUMMER OUTDOOR PLAY EVENTS 

On the next page are a few pictures of the summer 

holiday play events taken by Angus Lamond (mostly), 

Dan Miles (girl in troll net) Leon Graves (girl with kite, 

bale),  Paco Bernad Escobar (green bucket and spade) 

and me (bamboo). We’ll be putting instructions for 

how to make forest animal sculptures, bamboo toys 

and kites on facebook page and website soon – along 

with space to share your own designs and pictures –
and also Emma Gunn’s wild food foraging recipes. 

www.facebook.com/TreravenFarm. Please feel free to 

take any big bamboo that’s in the field shelter if you 

want to make more toys or missed bamboo event. 
 

HARVEST MOON NATURE WALK 

Visually and sonically beautiful night: clear sky, high 

tide flooding salt marsh with noisy swirling current, 

bright moon on horizon reflecting in river, bats flitting 

across moon and acrobatically looping and clicking 

catching insects in sky avenue between trees, male 

and female tawny owls calling eachother up and down 

the valley, barn owls shrieking and hissing by barns.  

 
____________________________________________ 

AUTUMN EVENTS AT TRERAVEN FARM 
 

Sunday 22
nd

 September - Wild Food Foraging Walk 

with Emma Gunn 2-4pm. (See attached poster) 
 

Sunday 29
th

  September – Open Working Party 2-5pm 

Everyone welcome – come to help thin trees in play 

area of woods and take home free firewood. Meet by 

field shelter:  http://goo.gl/maps/6srsb  PL27 7JZ  
 

Monday 14
th

 October – Deadline for Photography 

Competition. (See poster and website for details: 

www.gaiatrust.org.uk) 
 

Thursday 31
st

 October – Hallowe’en Show and 

Children’s Party in Treraven pine woods with singing, 

live music, shadow puppets, party games and hot 

food. (Posters and invitations out in October) 
 

November – Coppicing Training Day, Insect House 

Sculpture Making, Open Working Party. (Dates tbc) 
 

December – Winter walk and wreath making.  Might 

be at Bodwannick Manor Farm. (Date tbc). 

http://www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2013/08/Treraven_87-moth-species_Tony-James_July13.pdf
http://www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2013/08/Treraven_87-moth-species_Tony-James_July13.pdf
http://www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Treraven_87-moth-species_Tony-James_July13.pdf
http://www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Treraven_87-moth-species_Tony-James_July13.pdf
http://www.gaiatrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Treraven_87-moth-species_Tony-James_July13.pdf
http://www.flickr.com/groups/2252583@N20/
http://www.facebook.com/TreravenFarm
http://goo.gl/maps/6srsb
http://www.gaiatrust.org.uk/
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PHOTOS FROM SUMMER HOLIDAY OUTDOOR PLAY EVENTS! 
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