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Alliteration in Literature and Rhetoric

Below are passages from literature and famous speeches. Underline each example of alliteration you find.

From the Inaugural Address of President John F. Kennedy
January 20, 1961

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall
pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend,
oppose any foe, to assure the survival and the success of liberty.

——ee—

So let us begin anew -- remembering on both sides that civility is not a
sign of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never
negotiate out of fear, but let us never fear to negotiate.

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the same high standards
of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history
the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but
knowing that here on earth God’s work must truly be our own.

From “Kidnapped” by Robert Louis Stevenson
From “Poems, Series 1

by Emily Dickinson Here he cast about for a comfortable seat, lighted on
a big boulder under a birch by the trackside, sat down
MAY-FLOWER

upon it with a very long, serious upper lip, and the sun
now shining in upon us between two peaks, put his

Pink, small, and punctual, pocket-handkerchief over his cocked hat to shelter him.

Aromatic, low,
Covert in April, e

Candid in May, By this time, now and then sheering to one side or the

other to avoid a reef, but still hugging the wind and

the land, we had got round Iona and begun to come
alongside Mull. The tide at the tail of the land ran very
strong, and threw the brig about. Two hands were put to

Dear to the moss,
Known by the knoll,
Next to the robin

In every human soul.

the helm, and Hoseason himself would sometimes lend
a help; and it was strange to see three strong men throw

Bold little beauty, their weight upon the tiller, and it (like a living thing)
Bedecked with thee, struggle against and drive them back. This would have
Nature forswears been the greater danger had not the sea been for some
Antiquity. while free of obstacles. Mr. Riach, besides, announced

from the top that he saw clear water ahead.
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Alliteration in Literature and Rhetoric

Below are passages from literature and famous speeches. Underline each example of alliteration you find.

From the Inaugural Address of President John F. Kennedy
January 20, 1961

Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall

pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend,

oppose any foe, to assure the survival and the success of liberty.

——e—

So let us begin anew -- remembering on both sides that civility is not a

sign of weakness, and sincerity is always subject to proof. Let us never
negotiate out of fear, but let us never fear to negotiate.

Finally, whether you are citizens of America or citizens of the world, ask of us here the same high standards
of strength and sacrifice which we ask of you. With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history

the final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His blessing and His help, but

knowing that here on earth God’s work must truly be our own.

From “Kidnapped” by Robert Louis Stevenson
From “Poems, Series 1

by Emily Dickinson Here he cast about for a comfortable seat, lighted on
a big boulder under a birch by the trackside, sat down
MAY-FLOWER upon it with a very long, serious upper lip, and the sun

now shining in upon us between two peaks, put his

Pl el piod juinniel, pocket-handkerchief over his cocked hat to shelter him.

Aromatic, low,
Covert in April, e

Candid in May, . . :
Y By this time, now and then sheering to one side or the

other to avoid a reef, but still hugging the wind and

the land, we had got round Iona and begun to come
alongside Mull. The tide at the tail of the land ran very
strong, and threw the brig about. Two hands were put to

Dear to the moss,
Known by the knoll,
Next to the robin

In every human soul.

Bold little beauty,
Bedecked with thee,

Nature forswears

Antiquity.

the helm, and Hoseason himself would sometimes lend
a help; and it was strange to see three strong men throw

their weight upon the tiller, and it (like a living thing)
struggle against and drive them back. This would have
been the greater danger had not the sea been for some
while free of obstacles. Mr. Riach, besides, announced
from the top that he saw clear water ahead.
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