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EARLY GRADES READING: STUDENT ASSESSMENT STAGES

Reading Objectives Description

Stage 1

Listening

comprehension

Examines

• Student’s capacity to  comprehend an

oral text.

• Student’s language knowledge and oral

answering

Stage 2 &3

Letter sound

knowledge and CV

combinations

Name letter and sound and

CV (consonant-vowel)

combinations (2 minutes)

Here the student identified the basic sounds

at a reasonable speed. Fluency in letters and

CV is an important foundation of fluency in

word reading.

Stage 4

Reading familiar

words

Reading 30 (class 1) or 50

words (Class 2)(2 min)

The student’s ability to read simple and more

difficult, but familiar words is tested at this

stage. Automaticity in word recognition

(speed and accuracy) is the basis for fluent

reading

Stage 5

Oral fluency (60

seconds) &

comprehension

Answering questions after

reading a simple passage (60

seconds) (A speed test)

Reading speed, fluency, accuracy and

comprehension is tested by getting the

student to read a passage and answer

questions. Oral reading fluency and

comprehension are strongly correlated.

Writing Objectives description

Stage 5

Dictation*

Dictation (about 5 minutes)

(Time is not checked)

The student writes a sentence when dictated

and corrects what has been written. Tests

spelling and accurate writing skills.

*Ideally, for writing, the ability to write a few sentences (composition) on a topic or

picture should be used. However, during field testing of instruments, it was found that

almost no children in classes 1 and 2 could write a sentence on their own. Therefore, this

item was dropped.

** To use these assessment items or forms, please acknowledge as Jhingran, D. 2012. “A Study of the School

Based Academic Factors Affecting Reading Achievement of Students in Primary Grades.” Ph.D. Thesis.

Jamia Millia Islamia University, New Delhi.

Illustrative test items in Hindi for (end of) Class 1 and 2 can be

seen below. The listening comprehension (Stage 1) is not included

here.
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Some assessment items for Class 1
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Some assessment items for Class 2
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STUDENT SCORESHEET

INDIVIDUAL SCORE SHEET (Class 1)

School

Code

Name Grade Student Sl.

No.

Student

code

Sex Age

Stage 1 (Listening Comprehension)

Question Correct (1) Incorrect (0) No response (2)

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

Mark 1 for correct answer. Mark 0 for incorrect answer. Mark 2 for No response in Summary Score

Stage 2 (Letter Reading)

• Number of letters read correctly: ____________

Stage 3 (Reading CV combinations)

• 3a. Number of CVs read correctly:_______________

• 3b. Whether halting (H) or fluent (F):  _________________ (In scoring

sheet, mark 0 for halting and 1 for fluent)

Stage 4 (Familiar Word Reading in 60 seconds)

• 4(i) Total number of words read (60 sec): _____________

• 4(ii) Number of words read correctly: ____________
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• 4(iii) Number of seconds to read all words (if completed before 60

sec):_______________

• 4(iv) Number of words read correctly in 60 seconds: _______________

same as (ii) if not completed in 60 seconds. If completed before 60 seconds, CWPM

is 60 divided by actual time taken in seconds multiplied by the number of words

read correctly)

Stage 5 (Oral Fluency and Comprehension)

Oral Fluency

• 5 (i) Number of words read _________

• 5 (ii) Number of words read correctly______________

• 5(iii) Time taken to complete (if less than 60 sec): _________

• 5 (iv) Correct  words per minute:____________ (same as (ii) if not completed

in 60 seconds. If completed before 60 seconds, CWPM is 60 divided by actual time

taken in seconds multiplied by the number of words read correctly)

• 5(v) Reading Level: _______________ (Level 0: letter/letter combinations;

Level 1: Haltingly word by word with repetition/correction; Level 2: somewhat

fluent; Level 3: Confident, skilled reader)

• 5(vi) Description of reading: (please describe main features of the student’s

reading by circling the sl. No. You could use up to 3 options).

1. Did not/cannot read at all 8. Reads with hesitation or nervousness

2. Reads letter by letter 9. Finds it difficult to decode unfamiliar

words

3. Breaks UP CVs and then joins 10. Reads somewhat fluently with some

mistakes

4. Reads word by word slowly and haltingly 11. Reads fluently without punctuation

5. Makes several mistakes and self corrects 12. Reads fluently without expression

6. Repeats words or parts and goes back to

what was read earlier

13. Reads fluently with expression

7. Uses finger to point to words 14. Any other(please specify)
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• 5 (vii) Comprehension

Question Correct Incorrect No response

a.

b.

c.

d.

e.

f.

Mark 1 for correct answer. Mark 0 for incorrect answer. Mark 2 for No response in Summary Score

Stage 6 (Dictation)

Item Marks

Number of correct words (7)

Correct spacing of words (1)

Correct size and letter formation (1)

Correct punctuation (1)

Total (10)
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STUDENT BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Part-I

1. Name :________________________________________

2. Grade: 1 2

3. Student Sl. No. : 4. Student Code :

5. Age : 6. Gender: Boy................1

Girl………………2

7.         Attended preschool:    Yes……………..1

No……………….2

7a.     Does the child have any disability? No................................1

Physical........................2

Visual............................3

Learning........................4

Hearing.........................5

Part-II

8 Distance of home from school

< 1 km……….....……1

> 1 km……....……..2

9 Religion

Hindu……………   1

Muslim………….  2

Other……………   3

10 Caste / Social Category

General……………. 1

SC……………...........2

ST……………………...3

OBC……………........4

Others……………....5

(please specify)

……………………………….

11 Economic Status

BPL.................……..1

APL.................…..…2

12 Mother Tongue (language the child speaks at home)

Assamese…………...1

Hindi…………………...2

Other…………………..3

Pl. specify:____________
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13 Father’s Schooling No Schooling……………1

Primary………..............2

Middle……………………..3

Secondary...................4

HS................................5

Graduate.....................6

14 Father's Occupation Agriculture……………...1

Daily Labour…………….2

Vendor…………………….3

Shopkeeper/…………...4

(Self employed)

Service......................5

No work………………….6

Others……………….……7

(please specify)

....................................

15 Mother's Schooling No Schooling……………1

Primary………..............2

Middle……………………..3

Secondary...................4

HS................................5

Graduate.....................6

16 Mother’s Occupation Agriculture……………...1

Daily Labour…………….2

Vendor…………………….3

Shopkeeper/…………...4

(Self employed)

Service......................5

No work………………….6

Others……………….……7

(please specify)

....................................

17 Availability of Books at home No……………..   1

Some…………    2

Many………….   3

18 Does someone read to you at

home?

Yes......................1

No.......................2

19 Do you like reading

storybooks?

Yes......................1

No.......................2

20 How many storybooks have

you read last month?

None…………….....1

A few………….......2

Several……….......3

21 Where do you read

storybooks?

School………………………1

Home…………...............2

School & Home………….3


