
-

Sin ce  2 0 10

D &C W IN GERS ECH O

Devon and Cornwall’s Favourite Newspaper

WEN DY R AKESTROW’S  R EP ORT 

Issue No. 52 NOVEMBER 2015

Peter m anaged  to get  to the 
Luxem bourg Treffen but  without  
m e as I  had to work, it 's a first  so I  
hope he doesn't  get  a taste for it !  I t  
did give him  the opportunity to t ry 
the new bike out  again and t ravel 
light .  Thanks to Bob, Bill and Dave 
for m aking sure he had a laugh and 
good com pany – they were all solo 
that  weekend.

All in all a very good day which everyone said they 
enjoyed, a typical com m ent  being “I  thought  I  knew  
the area but  I 'd never been that  w ay before”!

W e deferred the Tuesday Rendezvous to the 
second week to allow everyone t im e to get  back from  
holidays and t reffens, everyone cam e on bikes and had 
a good old chin wag about  journeys hom e, the sum m er 
generally and plans for the com ing m onths – several 
are off to Spain by the sound of it .   The Skylark 

 did us proud with the 
food – Helen even had her own special of the night  as The follow ing w eekend  Bill sent  out  a last  m inute 
they didn't  have m uch left  of what  she ordered and the “com e out  to play”  em ail but  we couldn't  go, others could 
chef cam e to see her personally to apologize!   By the and here is his report  “A sm all group, (John F, Glyn, Pete 
t im e we all headed for hom e it  was properly dark but  a S, Steve & Ann, Bill) ,  took advantage of the fine late 
beaut iful clear night , autum n is definitely here. sum m er weather and m et  up at  the Buckfast leigh Steam  

Railway on Sunday 27th Septem ber. We enjoyed a very The m onthly m eet ing  was another standing one – 
hearty breakfast  and a bit  of banter then set  off to this t im e in a car park at  Cockington.  On a beaut iful 
Dart ington led by Glyn. We spent  a lit t le t im e there m isty m orning a dozen bikes m et  up for coffee and 
discussing Dart ington's relat ive m erits before agreeing bacon sarnies at  Sourton then Peter led them  back up 
that  an ice-cream  was called for. Moving on, we went  to the old A30 and through the lanes, skir ted round Exeter, 
Slapton then Kingsbridge and finally stopped for ignored Bridge Garage ( the local Honda dealer)  and 
afternoon coffee at  the bike stop on the way back to headed for Dawlish and the coast .  Unbeknown to us it  
Plym outh.  I t  was an excellent  and enjoyable out ing.”   I t  was also the Dawlish Triathlon that  day but  as it  had 
just  goes to show that  all it  takes is an em ail or a phone started at  5.30 am  we didn't  get  held up too m uch 
call to have a great  day out .although all around the Torbay coast  was heaving with 

peop le en j oy ing  t he lat e sum m er  sunsh ine.  Paignton Bike Night  cam e to an end for the year with a 
Consequent ly, after crossing the River Teign at  Shaldon bang;  hundreds of bikes turned out  as it  was a glor ious 
and following the seafront  at  Torquay, t rying to park at  sunny day but  when we got  there a st iff breeze was 
Cockington was a lit t le interest ing but  we m anaged it  in com ing off the water which m eant  that  all the surfers 
the end.  There we had a break for picnics, cream  teas, were out  and they had m oved the bikes onto the grass to 
lunch, ice cream  or just  a wander before being back for prevent  sand blast ing the paintwork!   The whole thing 
the m eet ing, not  m uch to discuss, a sum m ary of the was short  and sweet  as by 7.30 it  was dark and so people 
last  few events, a plea for new ideas for next  year and a were leaving as fast  as the latecom ers were arr iving;  a 
rem inder of the upcom ing AGM and Christm as events.  nice end to the season.
Then it  was back on the bikes and heading for Plym outh 

Dates for  Novem ber: 3 rd Tuesday Rendezvous 
along the back roads;  for those that  didn't  hare off on 

Lym pstone; 1 5 th Monthly m eet ing, AGM and 
the A38 we ended with a cuppa and a goodbye at  the 

calendar planning for  next  year Poldark I nn
Sm ithaleigh Hotel.  

W endy Rakestrow
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