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Newly created Florida Statute s. 215.5586, extracted from Senate Bill 1980, 2006 Regular Session

 Section 215.5586, Florida Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Program –

There is established within the Department of Financial Services the Florida Comprehensive Hurri-

cane Damage Mitigation Program. This section does not create an entitlement for property owners or 

obligate the state in any way to fund the inspection or retroitting of residential property in this state. 
Implementation of this program is subject to annual legislative appropriations. The program shall be 

administered by an individual with prior executive experience in the private sector in the areas of 

insurance, business, or construction. The program shall develop and implement a comprehensive and 

coordinated approach for hurricane damage mitigation that shall include the following:

(1) WIND CERTIFICATION AND HURRICANE MITIGATION INSPECTIONS  –

(a) Free home-retroit inspections of site-built, residential property, including single-family, two- 
family, three-family, or four-family residential units, shall be offered to determine what mitigation 

measures are needed and what improvements to existing residential properties are needed to reduce the 

property’s vulnerability to hurricane damage. The Department of Financial Services shall establish a 

request for proposals to solicit proposals from wind certiication entities to provide at no cost to home-

owners wind certiication and hurricane mitigation inspections. The inspections provided to homeown-

ers, at a minimum, must include:

1. A home inspection and report that summarizes the results and identiies corrective actions a  
homeowner may take to mitigate hurricane damage.

 2. A range of cost estimates regarding the mitigation features.

3. Insurer-speciic information regarding premium discounts correlated to recommended mitigation 
features identiied by the inspection.

4. A hurricane resistance rating scale specifying the home’s current as well as projected wind  

resistance capabilities.

(b) To qualify for selection by the department as a provider of wind certiication and hurricane  
mitigation inspections, the entity shall, at a minimum:

1. Use wind certiication and hurricane mitigation inspectors who:

a. Have prior experience in residential construction or inspection and have received specialized  

training in hurricane mitigation procedures.

b. Have undergone drug testing and background checks.

c. Have been certiied, in a manner satisfactory to the department, to conduct the inspections.

2. Provide a quality assurance program including a reinspection component.
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(2) GRANTS -

Financial grants shall be used to encourage single-family, site-built, owner-occupied, residential  

property owners to retroit their properties to make them less vulnerable to hurricane damage.

(a) To be eligible for a grant, a residential property must:

1. Have been granted a homestead exemption under chapter 196.

2. Be a dwelling with an insured value of $500,000 or less.

3. Have undergone an acceptable wind certiication and hurricane mitigation inspection.

A residential property which is part of a multi-family residential unit may receive a grant only if all ho-

meowners participate and the total number of units does not exceed four.

(b) All grants must be matched on a dollar-for-dollar basis for a total of $10,000 for the mitigation proj-

ect with the state’s contribution not to exceed $5,000.

(c) The program shall create a process in which mitigation contractors agree to participate and seek re-

imbursement from the state and homeowners select from a list of participating contractors. All mitiga-

tion must be based upon the securing of all required local permits and inspections. Mitigation projects 

are subject to random reinspection of up to at least 10 percent of all projects.

(d) Matching fund grants shall also be made available to local governments and nonproit entities for 
projects that will reduce hurricane damage to single-family, site-built, owner-occupied, residential 

property.

(e) Grants may be used for the following improvements:

1. Roof deck attachment

2. Secondary water barrier;

3. Roof covering;

4. Brace gable ends;

5. Reinforce roof-to-wall connections;

6. Opening protection; and

7. Exterior doors, including garage doors.

(f) Low-income homeowners, as deined in s.420.0004(9), who otherwise meet the requirements of 
paragraphs (a) and (c) are eligible for a grant of up to $5,000 and are not required to provide a matching 

amount to receive the grant. Such grants shall be used to retroit single-family, site-built, owner- 
occupied, residential properties in order to make them less vulnerable to hurricane damage.

(3) EDUCATION AND CONSUMER AWARENESS -

Multimedia public education, awareness, and advertising efforts designed to speciically address miti-
gation techniques shall be employed, as well as a component to support ongoing consumer resources 

and referral services.
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(4) ADVISORY COUNCIL -

There is created an advisory council to provide advice and assistance to the program administrator 

with regard to his or her administration of the program. The advisory council shall consist of:

(a) A representative of lending institutions, selected by the Financial Services Commission from a list 

of at least three persons recommended by the Florida Bankers Association.

(b) A representative of residential property insurers, selected by the Financial Services Commission 

from a list of at least three persons recommended by the Florida Insurance Council.

(c) A representative of home builders, selected by the Financial Services Commission from a list of at 

least three persons recommended by the Florida Home Builders Association.

(d) A faculty member of a state university, selected by the Financial Services Commission, who is an 

expert in hurricane-resistant construction methodologies and materials.

(e) Two members of the House of Representatives, selected by the Speaker of the House of  

Representatives.

(f) Two members of the Senate, selected by the President of the Senate.

(g) The Chief Executive Oficer of the Federal Alliance for Safe Homes, Inc., or his or her designee.

(h) The senior oficer of the Florida Hurricane Catastrophe Fund.

(i) The executive director of Citizens Property Insurance Corporation.

(j) The director of the Division of Emergency Management of the Department of Community Affairs.

Members appointed under paragraphs (a)-(d) shall serve at the pleasure of the Financial Services  

Commission. Members appointed under paragraphs (e) and (f) shall serve at the pleasure of the  

appointing oficer. All other members shall serve voting ex oficio. Members of the advisory council 
shall serve without compensation but may receive reimbursement as provided in s. 112.061 for per 

diem and travel expenses incurred in the performance of their oficial duties.

(5) FEDERAL FUNDING -

The department shall use its best efforts to obtain grants or funds from the federal government to 

supplement the inancial resources of the program.

(6) RULES -

The Department of Financial Services shall adopt rules pursuant to ss. 120.536(1) and 120.54  

governing the Florida Comprehensive Hurricane Damage Mitigation Program. The department shall 

also adopt rules establishing priorities for grants provided under this section based on objective criteria 

that gives priority to reducing the state’s probable maximum loss from hurricanes. However,  

pursuant to this overall goal, the department may further establish priorities based on the insured value 

of the dwelling, whether or not the dwelling is insured by Citizens Property Insurance Corporation and 

whether or not the area under consideration has suficient resources and the ability to perform the  
retroitting required.
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Suggested Protocols for Surveyors/Inspectors

Surveyor/Inspector Responsibilities

The Surveyor will:

1. Have an in-depth understanding of the certiication criteria and methods.

2. Achieve an acceptable score on the tests and all follow-up tests (if necessary) to ensure  

understanding of all changes in the program.

3. Use the latest approved forms for the survey. Electronic forms will be shipped to you with 
changes included.

4. Upon receipt of a request, contact the homeowner by phone to set up the appointment time. 
Professional and courteous language must be used. A suggested script is provided below.

5. Arrive at your appointment on time. If you will be more than 10 minutes late, call the  
homeowner.

6. At the dwelling, complete the entire survey and check it for completeness before you leave.

7. Be courteous and professional at all times.

8. Send completed surveys to the WCE within 24 hours of completion.

9. Respond reasonably to homeowner follow-up questions on your survey. This may include, 
in rare cases, revisiting the house if the homeowner can make a case that something you did 
was in error.

Setting Survey Appointments

The survey must be completed with the homeowner, or adult representative, present, to allow access to 
the attic of the building. DO NOT ENETER THE HOME IF ONLY MINOR CHILDREN ARE  
PRESENT.  The surveyor should call the homeowner to arrange for an appropriate person to provide 
access to the home. 

When scheduling the appointment, request that the homeowner locate and have available copies of any 
papers related to any existing hurricane protection devices like shutters. The papers for the protection 
devices are needed to verify that the present products meet the required standards. If the home was 
built between March 1, 2002, and January 1, 2003, they will have to show you information regarding 
compliance with the Florida Building Code.

Survey Tools

In addition to normal inspector tools and equipment, the following list shows some suggested addition-

al items you can use to complete a Mitigation Survey of a residential house. There are a couple of tools 
that may be unique to this survey program. One is the Zircon Metalliscanner‰ 6.0 or MT 6 which is 
used for measuring nail spacing and location of rebar in masonry construction. Another is a telescop-

ing pole needed to check the presence of hurricane straps in low slope roofs.

• Latest version of the Survey Checklist  

• Laser Pointer for Laminated Glass Testing

• Flashlight—high intensity with 1,000,000 Candle Power is suggested

• Head mounted lashlight

1
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• Step ladder or folding ladder to access attic

• 6" steel ruler to measure deck thickness

• Zircon MetalliScanner™ MT-6 (approximately $100)

• 3' telescoping pole (such as a golf ball retriever)– to gently part insulation around rafter/wall 

connection to examine straps in low slope roofs

• Inspection Mirror

• Binoculars – for examining skylights from the ground

• Long sleeved shirt to protect skin from insulation in attic

• Dust mask and Bump of Hard Hat for use in attic

• Tyvec suit

At the dwelling

1. Look for shutters/attachment brackets and notice garage door type (if any).

2. Knock on front door and request owner or the person you talked to when making the appointment.

3. Show owner your ID badge and remind him/her of purpose of visit and conirm he/she will be here 
during your inspection. Ask for any paperwork on shutters.

4. Conduct the exterior inspection.

5. Make sure shoes are clean and/or ask if you need to remove shoes before entering the house  
(if necessary) to conduct the attic inspection.

6. Examine documentation regarding shutters.

Conclusion to Survey:

7. Complete the “Date of inspection” and the time you started and completed the inspection.

8. If the homeowner information is not correct make appropriate changes

9. Leave the provided information letter/lyer with the homeowner.

10. Have the homeowner sign Check List on page 1

10. Tell the homeowner that

(a) Data will be forwarded to the ofice for processing.

(b) Their report will be issued within 30 days.

2
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Example Script for Contacting Homeowner to Set Up Appointment

u Introduction:  

w My name is _____________ with (WCE’s name)   . 

w I am calling to schedule the FREE home inspection you requested through the My Safe Florida 
Home Program. 

u Inform about Inspection Process:

w This certiication inspection will take between 30 minutes and 1 hour.

w What days and times are convenient for you? 

• Decide on a mutually agreeable time

w You or an adult to represent you will need to be present during that time.

w I will need to get inside attic to complete my work.

w Do you have impact rated window or shutters on the house now?

• If yes, ask them to have a copy of any available paperwork showing the year installed and the 
model name, number, or any other documents you have regarding your hurricane protection  
systems.

u Conirmation and closing:

w Thank you. I will meet you at _________________ (Conirm time and date).

w My name again is _____________. If you must cancel or change the appointment, please call 
me at ________________.  Thank you again.

3
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SR Number:________________

Date Assigned: WCE: Date Inspected: 

Inspector: Inspection Company:

Start time: Finish Time:

Dates of Attempted Calls: 1st  2nd 3rd

Year Built Number of Stories Foundation Foundation Restraint

1 Story Pier/Piling Anchor Bolts

Year Known 2 Story Slab on Grade Cut Nails

Year Estimated 3 Story Stem wall Rebar

4 Story None

Wind Speed Exposure Cat B C WBDR No Yes

SH

DH H 

HS B 

AW O 

CS NR 

FG X

My Safe Florida Home Survey Checklist

Section A Inspector Information

Section B Owner Information

Owner's Name: Contact Person:

Property Address: Home Phone:

City: Work Phone:

County: Cell Phone:

Zip Code: E-Mail Address:

Insurance Co: Policy Number:

 Section C General Building Information

(Circle one) (Circle one)

WCE Office to Complete the following information

Section D Signature

I acknowledge that (inspector name) ___________________________________ ID Number ________________ 

inspected the home at the address shown above and no damage was caused to the home and/or any property.   

I also acknowledge that I received the DFS Homeowner Tips Guide or the FLASH Tips flyer.

Printed Name:

Date:

Signature:

Section E Codes

Window Type Door Type Protection Codes:

Single Hung Single Hinged  (out swing) SO

Double Hung Double Hinged  (out swing) DO  Hurricane

Horizontal Sliding Single Hinged   (in swing) SI  Basic

Awning / Jalousie Double Hinged  (in swing) DI  Ordinary

Casement Sliding Glass SG  NOT RATED (pre 1994)

Fixed glass Garage (Single) GS  None

Garage (Double) GD

Version 10.1 1 10-16-06
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SR Number:________________

Gable Hip Flat Simple Roof Shape

Gambrel Mansard Other Moderate Roof Shape
Complex Roof Shape

Shingles Tile Year installed: Year Known

Wood Metal Year Estimated

Other

Yes No

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

None Built-In

Attached Detached

Number of Cars: Solid/Wood/Other

Vinyl/Aluminum

None

Glazed

Protection

Yr. Installed

Section H-1 Doors

Number Quantity Door Type Floor
Opening in Inches

Front Elevation
Section F-1 Exterior Roof Information

Roof Shape Roof Complexity

Roof Covering (Front Elevation Only)

Section G-1 Window Openings

Number Quantity
Window 

Type
Floor

Opening in Inches

Width Height Code

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Protection

Width Height Code Yr. Installed

1

2

3

4

Section I-1 Skylights Section J-1 Gable Ends

Quantity
Daylight/Buck Protection

Quantity Height
Bottom 

Chord Width

Vent-inches

Width Height Code Yr. Installed Width Height

Section K-1 Wall Cladding (circle floor)

Aluminum Siding Stucco

Vinyl Siding Brick Veneer Other

Wood Siding Painted Block

Section L-1 Wall Construction (circle floor)

Concrete Block Un-Reinforced Solid Concrete
Concrete Block Reinforced Wood/Light Metal Frame

Section M-1 Reinforcement Check: (check 3- 5 locations for entire house)

Not Applicable Left Corner Window/Door Right Corner

Section N-1 Carport Section O-1 Porches Section P-1 Soffits

(Circle Applicable) (Exclude Pool Screen Enclosure) Overhang Length

(Circle Size and Type) (inches) (linear feet)

Size Type

Small Open

Medium Screened

Large Enclosed

T
y
p

e
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SR Number:________________

Gable Hip Flat Simple Roof Shape

Gambrel Mansard Other Moderate Roof Shape

Complex Roof Shape

Yes No

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

None Built-In

Attached Detached

Number of Cars: Solid/Wood/Other

Vinyl/Aluminum

None

Glazed

Protection

Yr. Installed

Section H-2 Doors

Number Quantity Door Type Floor
Opening in Inches

Right Elevation
Section F-2 Exterior Roof Information

Roof Shape Roof Complexity

Section G-2 Window Openings

Number Quantity
Window 

Type
Floor

Opening in Inches

Width Height Code

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Protection

Width Height Code Yr. Installed

1

2

3

4

Section I-2 Skylights Section J-2 Gable Ends

Quantity
Daylight/Buck Protection

Quantity Height
Bottom 

Chord Width

Vent

Width Height Code Yr. Installed Width Height

Section K-2 Wall Cladding (circle floor)

Aluminum Siding Stucco

Vinyl Siding Brick Veneer Other

Wood Siding Painted Block

Section L-2 Wall Construction (circle floor)

Concrete Block Un-Reinforced Solid Concrete

Concrete Block Reinforced Wood/Light Metal Frame

Section M-2 Reinforcement Check: (check 3- 5 locations for entire house)

Not Applicable Left Corner Window/Door Right Corner

Section N-2 Carport Section O-2 Porches Section P-2 Soffits

(Circle Applicable) (Exclude Pool Screen Enclosure) Overhang Length

(Circle Size and Type) (inches) (linear feet)

Size Type

Small Open

Medium Screened

Large Enclosed

T
y
p

e
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SR Number:________________

Gable Hip Flat Simple Roof Shape

Gambrel Mansard Other Moderate Roof Shape

Complex Roof Shape

Yes No

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

None Built-In

Attached Detached

Number of Cars: Solid/Wood/Other

Vinyl/Aluminum

None

Glazed

Protection

Yr. Installed

Section H-3 Doors

Number Quantity Door Type Floor
Opening in Inches

Back Elevation
Section F-3 Exterior Roof Information

Roof Shape Roof Complexity

Section G-3 Window Openings

Number Quantity
Window 

Type
Floor

Opening in Inches

Width Height Code

1

2

3

4
5
6

7

Protection

Width Height Code Yr. Installed

1

2

3

4

Section I-3 Skylights Section J-3 Gable Ends

Quantity
Daylight/Buck Protection

Quantity Height
Bottom 

Chord Width

Vent

Width Height Code Yr. Installed Width Height

Section K-3 Wall Cladding (circle floor)

Aluminum Siding Stucco

Vinyl Siding Brick Veneer Other

Wood Siding Painted Block

Section L-3 Wall Construction (circle floor)

Concrete Block Un-Reinforced Solid Concrete

Concrete Block Reinforced Wood/Light Metal Frame

Section M-3 Reinforcement Check: (check 3- 5 locations for entire house)

Not Applicable Left Corner Window/Door Right Corner

Section N-3 Carport Section O-3 Porches Section P-3 Soffits

(Circle Applicable) (Exclude Pool Screen Enclosure) Overhang Length

(Circle Size and Type) (inches) (linear feet)

Size Type

Small Open

Medium Screened

Large Enclosed

T
y
p

e
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SR Number:________________

Gable Hip Flat Simple Roof Shape

Gambrel Mansard Other Moderate Roof Shape

Complex Roof Shape

Yes No

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

None Built-In

Attached Detached

Number of Cars: Solid/Wood/Other

Vinyl/Aluminum

None

Glazed

Protection

Yr. Installed

Section H-4 Doors

Number Quantity Door Type Floor
Opening in Inches

Left Elevation
Section F-4 Exterior Roof Information

Roof Shape Roof Complexity

Section G-4 Window Openings

Number Quantity
Window 

Type
Floor

Opening in Inches

Width Height Code

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

Protection

Width Height Code Yr. Installed

1

2

3

4

Section I-4 Skylights Section J-4 Gable Ends

Quantity
Daylight/Buck Protection

Quantity Height
Bottom 

Chord Width

Vent

Width Height Code Yr. Installed Width Height

Section K-4 Wall Cladding (circle floor)

Aluminum Siding Stucco

Vinyl Siding Brick Veneer Other

Wood Siding Painted Block

Section L-4 Wall Construction (circle floor)

Concrete Block Un-Reinforced Solid Concrete

Concrete Block Reinforced Wood/Light Metal Frame

Section M-4 Reinforcement Check: (check 3- 5 locations for entire house)

Not Applicable Left Corner Window/Door Right Corner

Section N-4 Carport Section O-4 Porches Section P-4 Soffits

(Circle Applicable) (Exclude Pool Screen Enclosure) Overhang Length

(Circle Size and Type) (inches) (linear feet)

Size Type

Small Open

Medium Screened

Large Enclosed

T
y
p

e
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SR Number:________________

Materials

No Access

No Access (Nominal) Staples > 6"/12"

Plywood No Access 6d Nail 6"/12"

OSB 3/8" 8d Nail 6"/6"

Planks/Dimensional Lumber 7/16" 10d Nail

Concrete 1/2" Screws (=> #8 x 2.5")

Deck over Battens 5/8"

Battens 3/4" Spray Foam Adhesive

Metal Deck =>1" Construction Adhesive

Other Other

Roof Slope: /12 0 1 2 3 4+

No Access How verified: Photos Documents Other

Rafters (Circle Applicable) Y N

Wood Trusses Spray Foam Adhesive:

Light Metal Trusses

None Y N

Spacing: 12"  16"  24"   >24" If none, is there > than 4 feet of height?
(Circle one)

Severe Corrosion 3 or More Nails Every Truss/Rafter Within 1.5" of Trusses

Y N Y N Y N Y N

None Toe Nail Clips Single Wrap Double Wrap Unknown

If Unknown, Explain why:

No Access # of BRACED Gables

Not Braced Cathedral Ceiling Balloon

Not Braced Flat Ceiling Deck/Diaphragm

Diagonal Bottom or X Bracing

Plywood Non-wood / Insulation Horizontal Continuous

OSB None Masonry Cathedral

Planks Masonry Masonry Flat Ceiling

Section Q Roof Deck 

 Deck Thickness Roof Deck Attachment Spacing

Average # of missed nails in 4' of structure:

Section R Roof Structure Materials Section S Secondary Water Barrier

Exterior 

Interior 

Section T Roof to Wall Connection 

No Access

Section U Gable End Wall Construction

Count Count # Gables = 4 or more feet high

Total Number of 

ALL Gables

Count  

Number Less 

than 4' high Gable Wall Sheathing (check type)

Plan View of House (for calculating building footprint area Square Feet)--> sq. ft.

Section V Building Footprint Area:

Version 10.1 6 10-16-06
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APPENDIX E:  

METALLISCANNER INSTRUCTIONS
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APPENDIX F:  

FLORIDA BUILDING CODE REFERENCES 

FOR GABLE END WALL CONSTRUCTION
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Appendix F 

Florida Building Code References for Gable End Wall Construction

Florida Building Code References for Gable End Wall Construction.

1918.3 Gable endwalls.

1918.3.1 General.

Gable endwalls shall be structurally continuous between points of lateral support.

1918.3.2 Cathedral endwalls.

Gable endwalls adjacent to cathedral ceilings shall be structurally continuous from the uppermost loor 
to ceiling diaphragm or to the roof diaphragm.

2115.1 Gable endwalls.

2115.1.1 General.

Gable endwalls shall be structurally continuous between points of lateral support.

2115.1.2 Cathedral endwalls.

Gable endwalls adjacent to cathedral ceilings shall be structurally continuous from the uppermost loor 
to the ceiling diaphragm or to the roof diaphragm.

2212.1 Gable end walls.

Gable endwalls shall be structurally continuous between points of lateral support.

2212.2 Cathedral end walls.

Gable endwalls adjacent to cathedral ceilings shall be continuous from the uppermost loor to ceilings 
shall be continuous from the uppermost loor to ceiling diaphragm or to the roof diaphragm.

2304.3.4 Gable endwalls.

2304.3.4.1 General.

Gable endwalls shall be structurally continuous between points of lateral support.

2304.3.4.2 Cathedral endwalls.

Gable endwalls adjacent to cathedral ceilings shall be structurally continuous from the uppermost loor 
to the ceiling diaphragm or to the roof diaphragm.

2304.3.4.3 Full height studs.

Full height studs may be sized using the bracing at a ceiling diaphragm for determining stud length 

requirements.

2318.1.8 Framing types.

2318.1.8.1

Wood framing may be any one, or a combination of, the following types: platform, balloon, plank and 

beam or pole type.

2
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2318.1.8.2

Exterior stud walls of two-story buildings shall be balloon-framed with studs continuous from foun-

dation to second loor ceiling and with second loor joists supported as indicated in Section 2319.3.3. 
Gable end walls in wood frame buildings shall be balloon framed with studs continuous from founda-

tion to roof.

Exception: Platform framing is allowed in buildings over one story in height provided an additional 

mandatory inspection for loor level connectors is made before the framing/irestopping inspection. 
Gable end walls shall be balloon framed with studs continuous from top loor to roof.

2319.17.2.4.4

At gable ends, this diaphragm shall be designed to transmit lateral loads imposed on the gable to roof 

diaphragms and/or ceiling diaphragms where available. Where the wall supporting the gable is not 
designed to withstand lateral loads independent of the gable (by using shear walls or other methods), 

anchorage of the gable to the wall shall be designed to transmit the loads from the wall to the bracing 

and the bracing designed to transmit the lateral loads from the gable and wall to the roof diaphragms 

and/or ceiling diaphragms where available. Ceiling diaphragms that provide lateral support at gable 
walls shall be designed by the architect or professional engineer of record, and shall have continuous 

bottom chord bracing, end restraints, intermediate restraints and conditions so as to suficiently trans-

fer the lateral loads at the top of the gable end walls to the intersecting shear walls. In no case shall 

the rigid ceiling as deined in Section 2319.17.1.2 be used as an integral part of the system needed for 
lateral bracing of the gable end walls.
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