
 

 

Effective July 1, 2011, the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(“CMS”) released updated versions 
of forms 855A, 855B, 855I, 855R 
and 855S, and released new form 
855O. The updated forms are 
ava i lab le  on l ine a t  h t tp : / /
w w w . c m s . g o v / C M S F o r m s /
CMSForms/l ist .asp. Providers 
and suppliers should note that any 
855 applications that have not yet 
been filed with a CMS contractor 
should be submitted using these 
updated forms, or they may be 
rejected by the contractor 
processing the application. 
 
The revisions to the forms include 
formatting improvements and 
substantive increases in the 
information providers must disclose 
during the enrollment process.  As 
part of its preventative enforcement 
efforts, CMS has greatly expanded 
the disclosure requirements for 
organizations and individuals that 
have an ownership interest and/or 
managing control in a Medicare 
provider.  The following outlines the 
changes CMS has made to the 
855A and 855B forms. 
 
CMS 855A—Institutional Providers 
 

• In Section 2: Identi fying 
Information, a provider must 
indicate its year end cost report 
date and the expiration date of 
current accreditation. 

• In Section 5: Ownership Interest/
M a n a g i n g  C o n t r o l  f o r 
Organizations, three pages of 
added instructions specify which 
organizations must provide 

in fo rmat ion  and how to 
accurately provide the requested 
information.  The updated form 
adds the requirement for each 
organization with ownership 
interest or managing control to 
report: the effective date of the 
interest/control, the exact 
percentage of interest/control, 
whether or not the organization 
was solely created to purchase 
the provider and any contractual 
services the organizat ion 
furnishes to the provider. 

• In Section 6: Ownership Interest/
Managing Control for Individuals, 
CMS clarifies which individuals 
are deemed to have sufficient 
ownership interest and managing 
control to require reporting.  The 
following additional information 
must be provided for each 
individual: the exact percentage 
of interest/control, the effective 
date of interest/control and any 
con t rac tua l  serv ices  the 
individual furnishes to the 
provider. 

• In Section 8: Billing Agency 
Information, a date of birth is 
required for billing agents who 
are individuals. 

• Providers must submit a copy of 
the IRS Determination Letter with 
the application if the provider is 
registered as a non-profit entity. 

• Physician-owned hospitals must 

fill out an attachment to indicate 

every organization or individual 

with ownership or investment 

interest in the hospital, including 

the percentage of the interest, 

the effective date of the interest 

and any final adverse legal 

actions taken against the entity. 

CMS 855B—Clinics/Group Practices 

and Certain Other Suppliers 

• In Section 2: Ident i fying 
Information, a provider must 
indicate the expiration date of 
current accreditation. 

• Section 2H: Advanced Diagnostic 
Imaging (“ADI”) Suppliers is 
added and must be completed by 
all Independent Diagnostic 
Testing Facilities (“IDTFs”) that 
also furnish and will bill Medicare 
for ADI services.  The provider 
must indicate the name of the 
accrediting organization and the 
effective date and expiration date 
of current accreditation for all 
MRI,  CT, NM and PET 
modalities. 

• In Section 5: Ownership Interest/
M a n a g i n g  C o n t r o l  f o r 
Organizations, all organizations 
listed must provide the effective 
date of the interest/control, 
telephone number, and if 
applicable, a fax number and e-
mail address. 

• In Section 6: Ownership Interest/
Managing Control for Individuals, 
all individuals must provide their 
title, state and country of birth 
and the effective date of their 
interest/control. 

• In Section 8: Billing Agency 
Information, a date of birth is 
required for billing agents who 
are individuals. 

• Providers must submit written 

confirmation from the IRS 
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confirming that the Tax 

Identification Number matches 

the Legal Business Name (e.g., 

IRS form CP 575), and when 

applicable, a copy of the “IRS 

Determination Letter” if the 

provider is registered as a non-

profit entity, additional copies of 

documents verifying State 

licenses or certifications and a 

written confirmation from the 

IRS confirming the entity’s 

Limited Liability Company 

(“LLC”) is automatically 

classified as a Disregarded 

Entity (e.g., Form 8832). 

Similar changes have been made 
to the 855I (Individual Providers), 

855R (Reassignments), and 855S 
(DMEPOS Suppliers).  CMS also 
introduced the new 855O form, 
which may be used to create a 
PECOS record for Ordering and 
Re fe r r ing  Phys ic ians  and 
Nonphysician Practitioners.   
 
Providers should take this 
opportunity to review their current 
enrollment information on file with 
CMS and ensure that all 
information is accurate (e.g., 
c u r r e n t  b o a r d  m e m b e r s , 
administrators, practice location 
and contact information).  CMS 
requires notification of updated 
enrollment information within 30 or 
90 days.  Failure to update 
enrollment information changes 
could lead to revocation of 

Medicare billing privileges. 
 
If you would need assistance in 
upda t ing  you r  en ro l lmen t 
information, or have any questions 
about the enrollment process, 
please contact HDJN Enrollment 
Team members Emily Towey 
(etowey@hdjn.com), Emy Trende 
(etrende@hdjn.com), or Colin 
McCarthy (cmccarthy@hdjn.com). 
They can be reached by phone at 
(866) 967-9604..  Additional 
information about Hancock, Daniel, 
Johnson & Nagle, P.C. is available 
on the f i rm’s website at 
www.hdjn.com.  
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The information contained in this advisory is for general educational purposes only. It is presented with the 
understanding that neither the author nor Hancock, Daniel, Johnson & Nagle, PC, is offering any legal or 
other professional services. Since the law in many areas is complex and can change rapidly, this informa-
tion may not apply to a given factual situation and can become outdated. Individuals desiring legal advice 
should consult legal counsel for up-to-date and fact-specific advice. Under no circumstances will the author 
or Hancock, Daniel, Johnson & Nagle, PC be liable for any direct, indirect, or consequential damages re-
sulting from the use of this material.  
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