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Explanations and Financial Data 

 

PART IV NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION OF YOUR ORGANIZATION  

 

Summary of Past and Present Activit ies 

 

The Reno Initiat ive for  Shelter  and Equality, hereinafter  

volunteers who gathered together in January of 2012 to feed the homeless/ hungry men, women, and 

children in Reno Nevada. 

 

Cur rently, we meet each Saturday and prepare a healthy meal for  approximately 200-250 

homeless/ hungry men, women, and children. In addit ion to prepar ing meals we also run a free store. 

 

 

Details of Cur rent Act ivit ies 

 

RISE AND DINE 

donations received from pr ivate donors throughout the previous week, and deliver ing it to approximately 

200-250 homeless and/ or hungry men, women, and children in the Reno/ Sparks area without charge. The 

meal is prepared potluck style, with different volunteers prepar ing different parts of the meal and then 

transported to the homeless shelter  located at 335 Record Street, Reno, Nevada 89501. With permission 

from the City of Reno, we serve the meal in the parking lot of the shelter . Folks line up, with the assistance 

of the secur ity officers located at the shelter , and receive their  meal cafeter ia style. RISE provides the 

plates, cups, forks, napkins, beverages, and other supplies for  each meal. We also organize other volunteers 

in providing side dish items along with other takeaway food items that can be stored for  later  consumption. 

and volunteers of RISE, along with the shared resources of other  char itable nonprofit corporations, are the 

 

 

FREE STORE 

. While setting up the food line, a 

separate area is allocated a few yards away stocked with clothing with sizes ranging from infant to adult. 

The items are placed on a large tarp, in bins, or  hung on the fence, and are available for  anyone in need 

without charge. Stock var ies based on the donations received each week, but tend to include shir ts, pants, 

coats, shoes, socks, sweaters, blankets, toiletries, and backpacks.   

 

nt. The officers and 

volunteers of RISE, along with the shared resources of other char itable nonprofit  corporations, are the 

pr imary contributors of   
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FUNDRAISING 

RISE also spends a small amount of t ime raising funds to pay for  the food and supplies that are not donated 

each week  however, it  is a constant and ongoing activity. To solicit donations, RISE utilizes the online 

www.renoinit iative.org. 

 

RISE currently allocates 5  of its time and resources to fundraising. The officers and volunteers of RISE are 

the pr imary fundraisers. 

 

 

Exempt Purpose of Act ivi t ies 

 

3 -1 d 2  

of the Income Tax Regulations  

 

2  Char itable defined. The term charitable is used in section 501 c 3  in its generally accepted 

Relief of the poor  and distressed or  of the underpr ivi le ed  

advancement of religion  advancement of education or science  erection or maintenance of public 

buildings, monuments, or  works  lessenin  of the urdens of Government  and promotion of 

social welfare by organizations designed to accomplish any of the above purposes, or  i  to lessen 

 

 

RISE fundraising fulfi lls the exempt purposes of Section 1.501 c 3 -1 d 2  of the Income Tax Regulations  

 

2  Char itable defined. The term charitable is used in section 501 c 3  in its generally accepted 

ther efore  

any fundraisin  done to fur ther  the rel ief of the poor  and distressed ould e considered 

fur ther in  our  exempt purposes  

 

 

Summary of Future Act ivit ies 

 

In the future, RISE plans to expand its effor ts to provide workshops to the general public, specifically 

homeless and low-income persons and families. Such workshops will cover topics such as income equality, 

human r ights, and social ustice.  These workshops will provide par ticipants with the tools, training, and 

support needed to improve their  general welfare and thr ive in the community. 

 

RISE plans to work with a broad range of communities, organizations, and movements - from high school 

students to professional organizations. RISE would be facilitating the shar ing of information between those 

with knowledge and those who wish to learn. uilding partnerships with organizers and communit ies to 

create spaces for  participatory learning, networking, and resource shar ing is the most powerful way RISE 

can contr ibute to actualizing posit ive social change. 
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PART V  COMPENSATION AND OTHER FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS ITH YOUR OFFICERS  

  DIRECTORS TRUSTEES EMPLOYEES AND INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS 

 

: List the names, t itles, and mailing addresses of all of your officers, directors, and trustees. For each 

person listed, state their total annual compensation, or proposed compensation, for all services to the organization, 

whether as an officer, employee, or other posit ion. 

 

Name Title Mail in  Address 
Compensation 

Amount (annual 
actual or  estimated) 

I E E  IRECT R 1 5 Sky Mountain r ive pt 35 

Reno, Nevada 89523 

None 

REN C STR  IRECT R 2095 rcane ve 

Reno, Nevada 89503 

None 

 

 

LINE 2A: Are any of your officers, directors, or trustees related to each other through family or business relationships? If 

 

 

en amin Castro and auren Castro are husband and wife. ll other officers and directors are 

unrelated.  

 

 

LINE 3A: For each of your officers, directors, trustees, highest compensated employees, and highest compensated 

independent contractors listed on lines 1a, 1b, or  1c, attach a list showing their name, qualifications, average hours 

worked, and duties. 

 

en amin Castr o  President and Execut ive Director  

Mr. Castro is a member of the board of directors.  e is also our president and executive director. 

 is qualifications include graduating with a  degree in Economics from the niversity of Nevada, 

Reno.  Working in the uman Resources industry for  five years, he has served in multiple 

leadership positions. uring this time he was active in the Reno/ Sparks community addressing the 

issues of social inequality and environmental protection. efore forming RISE, he was actively 

involved in providing food for  low-income individuals and families. is duties are spelled out in our  

bylaws, and include managing the day-to-day business of the organization, attending meetings of 

our board of directors and voting on board decisions. Mr. Castro receives no compensation of any 

 

 

Mar  Pi tchford  Tr easurer  

Mr. itchford is a member of the board of directors.  e is also our treasurer .  is qualifications 

include graduating with a  degree in usiness dministration with a focus in ccounting from 

the niversity of Nevada, Reno.  e has worked in the istr ibution and Manufactur ing industry as 

an accountant for  four years. Mr. itchford has extensive exper ience in auditing and financial 

preparation, working in a C  firm. While working at the niversity of Nevada, Reno as a teaching 

assistant, he also learned the importance of quality education and leadership by assisting and 

facilitating a learning environment. is duties are spelled out in our bylaws, and include managing 
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the day-to-day business of the organization, attending meetings of our board of directors and voting 

on board decisions. Mr. itchford receives no compensation of any kind, and performs his duties on 

an  

 

atie Coll in  Secretary 

Ms. Colling is a member of the board of directors.  She is also our executive secretary.  er  

qualifications include graduating with honors with an ssociate of Science degree in aralegal 

Studies from the Career College of Northern Nevada. Working in the egal field for  five years, she 

has served in multiple leadership positions. ur ing this time she was active in the Reno/ Sparks 

community addressing the issues of social and income inequality. In addition to her  involvement 

with RISE, she is also actively providing food for  low-income individuals and families with St. 

-to-day 

administrative functions, attending annual meetings and meetings of our board of directors, voting 

on board decisions and proper ly recording minutes. Ms. Colling receives no compensation of any 

 

 

Ar thur  Gies  r  Dir ector  

Mr. ies is a member of the board of directors. e is also the volunteer chef and kitchen manager  of 

the RISE and ine  eople Feeding eople pro ect. Mr. ies is a veteran and has worked in the 

Culinary industry for  twenty years. e has served as a chef in the S Navy, arr is Ranch in Culinga, 

C  and the eppermill otel/ Casino in Reno, N . e has extensive knowledge about food 

preparation and cooking for  large groups of people.  In addition to his culinary exper ience, he has 

been active in the Reno/ Sparks community addressing the issues of social and income inequality. 

s a director, his duties are spelled out in our bylaws, and include attending meetings of our board 

of directors and voting on board decisions. Mr. ies receives no compensation of any kind, and 

pe  

 

Lauren Castro  Director  

Ms. Castro is a member of the board of directors. She is also the volunteer webmaster and media 

designer for  the organization. er  qualifications include graduating with a  degree in sychology 

from the niversity of Nevada, Reno. Working in uman Resources at the niversity for  nine years, 

Ms. Castro has extensive exper ience in personnel administration, recruitment coordination, and 

website management. Through her previous activism in the Reno/ Sparks community, she gained 

invaluable exper ience designing and managing a website to attract volunteers. s a director, her 

duties are spelled out in our bylaws, and include attending meetings of our board of directors and 

voting on board decisions. Ms. Castro receives no compensation of any kind, and performs her 

 

 

Pai e Pulley  Director  

Ms. ulley is a member of the board of directors. er  qualifications include graduating with a  

degree in olit ical Science from the niversity of Nevada, Reno. Working as the assistant  of 

philanthropy for  her soror ity at the niversity, she also served one years time as an intern for  the 

second udicial distr ict court of Reno Nevada under Judge Janet erry.  Further she is the founder of 

two clubs at the niversity of Nevada, Reno, both of which are geared toward garner ing student 

volunteers for  political action and fur ther ing social equality. She has volunteered time as a 
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community organizer hosting events on campus to spark niversity students to become aware of 

var ious social and economic in ustices in the Reno/ Sparks area. s a director, her duties are spelled 

out in our bylaws, and include attending meetings of our board of directors and voting on board 

decisions. Ms. ulley 

 

 

 

LINE 5A: Have you adopted a conflict of interest policy consistent with the sample conflict of interest policy in Appendix 

copy of the policy and explain how the policy has been adopted, such as by 

resolution of your governing board. 

 

ur Conflict of Interest olicy was adopted by the governing board of The Reno Init iative for  Shelter  

and Equality on ecember 8, 2012 with a number of votes sufficient for  its approval. See ddendum 

C of attached ylaws for  our Conflict of Interest and Compensation pproval olicy. 

 

 

PART VI YOUR MEM ERS AND OTHER INDIVIDUALS AND ORGANIZATIONS THAT RECEIVE  

  ENEFITS FROM YOU 

 

LINE 1A: In 

each program that provides goods, services, or funds to individuals. 

 

With the help of the board of directors as well as community volunteers, RISE seeks to provide food, 

clothing, and comfort items on a weekly basis to approximately 200 or more poverty-str icken 

individuals living on the streets of Reno, Nevada. We also plan to organize workshops concerning 

social and economic issues to the general public. 

 

lease see art I  Narrative escr iption of our rganization. 

 

 

PART VIII YOUR SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES 

 

LINE 4A: 

Attach a descript ion of each fundraising program. 

 

Mail Solici tations 

n occasion, we may solicit donations by mailing letters to past donors and/ or volunteers, local 

businesses, and any individuals who have shown interest in our  char ity. We may ask for  funds, non-

cash donations such as food or supplies, and/ or  volunteers to assist us in our effor ts.  

 

Email  Solicitat ions 

More likely than mail solicitations, we will be emailing individuals and businesses who may be 
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interested in donating. We may reach potential donors via email or  with other  platforms such as 

Facebook, oogle , and Twitter .  

 

Per sonal Solici tat ions 

While conducting our char itable activities and networking within the community, we may approach 

volunteers, cit izens, and community leaders in person and request donations.  

 

Foundat ion Grant Solicitat ions 

t a later  time, we will be applying for  pr ivate or public foundation grants. We have no current 

arrangement for  this method at this time. 

 

Accept Donations on e site 

We will 

the website of the corporation. The payments are processed by We ay. and are directed to the 

 

 

LINE 4D: List all states and local jurisdict ions in which you conduct fundraising. For each state or local jurisdiction 

listed, specify whether you fundraise for  your own organization, you fundraise for another organization, or another 

organization fundraises for you. 

 

The Reno Initiative for  Shelter  and Equality will fundraise pr imar ily in the Northern Nevada area. 

t t imes, we may utilize email and social networking sites to solicit funds from former colleagues, 

family, and fr iends who reside in other states. We will not raise funds for  other organizations  No 

other organization will raise funds for  us and we will only fundraise for  ourselves. This rule holds 

true for  all 50 States of the nited States. 

 

LINE 4E: Do you or  will you maintain separate accounts for any contributor under which the contr ibutor has the right 

provided and submit copies of any wr itten materials provided to donors. 

 

We have no plans to solicit donations where the contr ibutor  has the r ight to advise on the use or 

distribution of funds, but will do so if the situation ar ises. We will accommodate donors with 

specific requirements or rules, and establish a separate account for  such a contr ibutor. For example, 

if we are awarded a foundation grant, we will comply with all rules and restrict ions, including 

managing a separate account to designate the funds for  the pro ect it  is funding. 

 

LINE 7A: Do or will persons other than your employees or  volunteers develop 

facility, the role of the developer, and any business or family relationship(s) between the developer and your officers, 

directors, or  trustees. 

 

In the event that we acquire a facility, we may hire independent contractors that are neither 

employees or volunteers to develop our facility. In our case, development refers to construction, 

such as minor renovations or cosmetic improvements. If we consider hiring anyone with a family or  

business relationship, our Conflict of Interest policy, market research, and fair  transaction methods 

 



Name: THE RENO INITIATIVE FOR SHELTER AND EQUALITY                   EIN: 45-5617917                  FORM 1023: Attachment 3 (Explanations) 

 
 

 

We have no current plans underway to develop our future facility, nor are we in discussions to hire 

an independent contractor . 

 

LINE 10: Do you or will you accept contributions of: real property; conservation easements; closely held secur ities; 

intellectual property such as patents, trademarks, and copyrights; works of music or art; licenses; royalt ies; automobiles, 

b

imposed by the donor on the contribution, and any agreements with the donor regarding the contribution. 

 

The Reno Initiative for  Shelter  and Equality may own the copyr ight to brochures, photos, and logo. 

We will der ive no revenue from these intellectual property r ights. Instead, we will publish any 

intellectual property using a Creative Commons license, which allows individuals to use our 

intellectual property free of charge, provided such users give credit to The Reno Init iative for  

Shelter  and Equality. 

 

LINE 11: Do you or will you accept contributions of: real property; conservation easements; closely held secur ities; 

intellectual property such as patents, trademarks, and copyrights; works of music or art; licenses; royalties; automobiles, 

imposed by the donor on the contribution, and any agreements with the donor regarding the contribution. 

 

We may accept contr ibutions of  real property, works of music or ar t, licenses, vehicles, or  

collectibles of any type if said contributions fur ther the purposes of this corporation. We will not 

ability to achieve its purposes or force this corporation to conduct activities that are not in 

fur therance of 501 c 3  purposes. We will ensure that donations are accepted in accordance with 

501 c 3  regulations and we will proper ly determine fair  market value according to IRS 

ublication 5 1. 

 

 

LINE 13 -13G: Do you or will you make grants, loans, or other distributions to organiza

13b through 13g. 

 

13 : Describe how your grants, loans, or other distributions to organizations further your exempt purposes. 

 

We have no plans or intentions to make grants or loans to other  organizations. Contr ibutions to 

other 501 c 3  organizations may be made if agreed upon by our board of directors. Contr ibutions 

will only be given to organizations that align with our purpose as described in our bylaws. 

istr ibutions of this kind will only occur if another organization is more capable of providing 

similar  community services than we are at that given t ime. 

 

13C: Do you have writ ten contracts with each of these organizations? 

 

No. istr ibutions to organizations have not yet occurred since the incorporation. 

 

13D: Identify each recipient organization and any relat ionship between you and the recipient organization. 
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istr ibutions to organizations have not yet occurred since the incorporation. 

 

13E: Describe the records you keep with respect to the grants, loans, or other dist ributions you make. 

 

ny contr ibutions made to other organizations will be recorded with our board of directors 

meeting minutes, receipts, bank statements, and other relevant correspondence.  

 

13F: Describe your select ion process, including whether you do any of the following:  

 (i) Do you require an application form?  

 

We do not offer  or  provide grants or loans to other organizations. 

 

( i i) Do you require a grant proposal? 

 

We do not offer  or  provide grants or loans to other organizations. 

 

13G: Describe your procedures for oversight of distributions that assure you the resources are used to further  your 

exempt purposes, including whether you require periodic and final reports on the use of resources. 

 

ccording to our bylaws, any distribution would have to be approved by the board of directors. The 

method of approval would be documented. The board of directors will conduct due diligence and 

maintain control of any funds contributed to any organizations regardless of their  exempt status 

and will comply with all applicable laws and guidelines to fur ther our exempt status. To ver ify 

proper use and allocation of funds, we will require a final report from the organization outlining the 

amounts used and specific pro ects that received the funds. 

 

 

PART I  FINANCIAL DATA 

 

Cur r ent tax year

a  From 1/ 2012 b  From 1/ 2013 c  From 1/ 201

to 12/ 2012 to 12/ 2013 to 12/ 201

Internet onations 5.00 5 0.00 8.00 5 .00

fficer onations 200.00 2, 00.00 2,880.00 3,3 0.00

Cash onations 30.00 3 0.00 32.00 50 .00

Equipment onations 10.00 120.00 1 .00 1 8.00

Clothing and Toiletry onations 55.00 0.00 92.00 92 .00

Fundraising Revenue 30.00 3 0.00 32.00 50 .00

Food onations 180.00 2,1 0.00 2,592.00 3,02 .00

overnment Filing Fee onations N/ 550.00 N/ N/

Total : 550 00 7 150 00 7 920 00 9 240 00

2 succeedin  tax year s
Cur rent Suppor t and Revenue Plus                 

20  Annual  Increase

A1: Gi fts  rants  and cont r i ut ions received

Monthly
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Cur r ent tax year

a  From 1/ 2012 b  From 1/ 2013 c  From 1/ 201

to 12/ 2012 to 12/ 2013 to 12/ 201

Food 300.00 3, 00.00 ,320.00 5,0 0.00

Cooking and Serving Supplies 35.00 20.00 50 .00 588.00

Capital urchases and Equipment 20.00 2 0.00 288.00 33 .00

Clothing and Toiletry 0.00 8 0.00 1,008.00 1,1 .00

overnment Compliance/ Filing Fees N/ 550.00 50.00 50.00

dvertising 15.00 180.00 21 .00 252.00

Webhosting/ Website 19.00 228.00 2 3. 0 319.20

Energy 25.00 300.00 3 0.00 20.00

Community Workshops eginning Mid- ear 2013 0.00 N/ 2 0.00 2.00

Total : 524 00 6 35 00 7 259 60 53 20

A23: Any expense not  other ise classified  such as pro ram services 

Cur rent Internal  and Pro ram Expenses 

Plus 20  Annual  Increase

2 succeedin  tax year s

Monthly

 

 

reen Canopy 100.00

lack Canopy 100.00

3 x tables 120.00

3 x 5-gallon Igloos 120.00

Cooking Supplies/ Serving Tools 90.00

arge Top- oad Freezer 5.00

ots, ans, arge Chafing ishes 120.00

Clothing ins 0.00

Total : 795 00

Year  End: 2012 

( hole dol lar s)
Asset

: Deprecia le and depleta le assets

 


