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CHAPTER 69 – FIREWORKS 

 

 

§ 6901. SELLING OR POSSESSING FIREWORKS 
 

No person shall store, sell, offer or expose for sale, or have in possession 
with intent to sell or to use, discharge or cause to be discharged, ignited, 
fired or otherwise set in action within this State, any fireworks, 
firecrackers, rockets, sparklers, torpedoes, Roman candles, fire balloons or 
other fireworks or substances of any combination whatsoever designed or 
intended for pyrotechnic display except after having obtained a permit as 
provided in S. 6903 of the title and also except as provided in S. 6906 of 
this title.  This section shall not apply to any person established and 
manufacturing fireworks of any or all kinds in this State on September 5, 
1939. 
 
The term “fireworks” as used in this chapter, shall mean and include any 
combustible or explosive composition, or any substance or combination of 
substances, or article prepared for the purpose of producing  a visible or an 
audible effect by combustion, explosion, deflagration or detonation and 
shall include blank cartridges, toy pistols, toy cannons, toy canes or toy 
guns in which explosives are used, the type of balloons which require fire 
underneath to propel same, firecrackers, torpedoes, skyrockets, Roman 
candles, Daygo bombs, sparklers, or other fireworks of like construction 
and any fireworks containing any explosive or flammable compound, or 
any caps or tablets or other device containing any explosive substance, 
except that the term “fireworks” shall not include toy pistols, toy canes, 
toy guns or other devices in which paper caps manufactured in accordance 
with the United States Interstate Commerce Commission regulations for 
packing and shipping of toy paper caps are used and toy pistol paper caps 
manufactured as provided therein, the sale and use of which shall be 
permitted at all times.  
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§ 6902. DISCHARGING RIFLE OR OTHER EXPLOSIVES; EXCEPTIONS 

 
No person shall fire or discharge in or on or into any street, highway, alley 
or public place in the State any rifle, gun, pistol, revolver, cane, cannon, or 
other appliance, whether projecting or exploding any bullet, cartridge, 
blank cartridge, cap (except a cap excluded from the provisions hereof 
under the definition set forth in S. 6901 of this title) or otherwise or any 
explosive substance or mixture of chlorates or nitrates.  This section shall 
not apply to peace officers in the regular discharge of their duties as such.  
Nothing in the section shall be construed to prohibit any person from using 
explosives in quarrying or for blasting or other industrial use.  

 
§ 6903. PERMIT FOR PUBLIC DISPLAY OF FIREWORKS; ACTIONS BY 

  INJURED PERSONS 
 

(a) Any association or company desiring to hold a public 
display of fireworks may apply  to the State Fire Marshal 
for a permit to hold such a display if application is made 30 
days prior to the date of holding the display.  

 
(b) The application for a permit shall set forth the date, hour 

and place of holding such display and place of storing 
fireworks prior to display, also the name of the person in 
charge of igniting the fireworks. 

 
(c) The application shall be accompanied by a certificate of 

insurance issued by a bona fide insurance company 
licensed by the State Insurance Commissioner showing a 
minimum of $1,000,000 liability insurance per event for 
those persons who suffer injuries as a result of any 
discharge of the fireworks by the applicant or anyone 
acting for or on the applicant’s behalf.                                
(71 Del. Laws, c. 447, § 1.) 

 
Effect of amendments.—71 Del. Laws, c. 

447, effective July 14, 1998 
 

(d) If the State Fire Marshal is satisfied that the holding of the 
display is supervised by a competent and experienced 
person and that the display will not be a detriment to the 
community or area in which the display is held, he may 
grant a permit for the display.  The place of storage of 
fireworks prior to the display shall be subject to the 
approval of the State Fire Marshal.  
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§ 6904. CONFISCATION OF ILLEGALLY STORED FIREWORKS  

  OR EXPLOSIVES  

 

The State Fire Marshal shall confiscate all fire works or explosives 
illegally stored within the State. 
 

§ 6905. PENALTIES; JURISDICTION 
 

(a) Whoever violates this chapter shall be fined not less than 
$25.00 nor more than $100.00. 

 
(b) Justices of the Peace shall have jurisdiction of any violation 

of this chapter.  
 
§ 6906. AGRICULTURAL USE 
 

Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the importation, sale, purchase or use 
of fireworks used or to be used solely and exclusively for the purpose of 
frightening birds from the crops and such importation, sale, purchase or 
use shall be governed by rules and regulations to be prescribed by the 
Board of Agriculture.  

 
 


