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Flying Start Children’s Centre covers the wards of St James, St David’s, Newtown, Duryard and St 
Leonards in the centre of Exeter, Devon. There are 869 0 – 5 year olds living in this reach area. 
The centre opened in May 2007 and is a phase 2 centre with two administrative hubs. We are co-
located with the Health Visiting Team, School Nurses, Devon Early Years Service, DISC, Research 
and Evaluation Team, Racial Equality Council, AXS Pathway Team, and our employing charity’s 
head office. Service delivery takes place within community buildings and open spaces across its 
reach area. Flying Start Children’s Centre prides itself on community lead services, as modelled by 
host organisation, local charity Exeter Community Initiatives (ECI).  

Exeter Community Initiatives – supporting individuals and communities to fulfill their potential. 

Exeter Community Initiatives is a local charity passionate about helping people where they are, 
physically and emotionally. By running practical projects that respond directly to need, we help 
people across Exeter and surrounding areas who are experiencing vulnerability.  

Through everything we do and at all times, we value: 

social justice: identifying and seeking ways to alleviate structural disadvantage and advocating 
strategies for overcoming exclusion, discrimination and inequality 

respect: recognising that people are not the same, but they are all of equal worth and importance 
and entitled to the same degree of respect and acknowledgement 

responsibility & self-reliance: empowering individuals, communities and our projects to take 
more control over their future and encourage independence 

professionalism & partnership: having the skills, experience and attitude necessary to deliver a 
professional service and to work in partnership  

We currently run 6 projects:  

� Flying Start Children’s Centre 

� Beacon Heath Community Project 

� Harvest community food project 

� Exeter Parenting Coordination 

� Homelessness Collaboration 

� Community Hubs 

The Flying Start Children’s Centre Community 

The reach area covers a wide range of different types of community. Starting in the East, the St. 
Leonard’s ward covers an area of relatively high affluence. There is one state funded primary 
school, St. Leonard’s and four privately funded primary schools.  

The Newtown area covers part of the centre of the city and surrounds.  

The St. David’s area also covers part of the centre of the city and surrounds. There is high 
deprivation and a highly transient population due to high levels of social housing. 

The St. James area has relatively high levels of deprivation, but less so due to the large number of 
students living here.  

The Duryard area and beyond has low levels of deprivation.  

Statistically, the area composes the following profile (latest figures provided by DCC): 

Be Healthy: 
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75.31% Mothers breastfeeding at birth 

55.77% Mothers breastfeeding at 6 – 8 weeks 

25% Mothers breastfeeding at 6 – 12  months 

12.5% children in reception year classified as overweight 

12.5% children in reception year classified as obese 

13.77% mothers who are smokers at time of delivery. 

Stay Safe: 

13.85 (per 1000) is the rate of hospital admissions for children admitted to hospital with injuries. 

35.08% of domestic violence incidents have children present. 

10.40 (per 1000) children have a Child Protection Plan. 

Enjoy and Achieve: 

50.5% of children achieving at least 78 points across the foundation stage profile. 

2.72% of pupils are statemented. 

37.7% gap between the average score of lowest 20% and median point score across foundation 
stage profile. 

81.29% English as a first language. 

Achieve Economic Wellbeing 

 20.65% children aged 0 – 4 living in poverty. 

21.02% of families claiming childcare element of Working Tax Credit. 

5.43% children eligible for free school meals. 

Other: 

4.60% births to teenage mothers 

26.12% children living in lone parent families 

7.28 (per 1000) children aged 0 – 4 years in care 

73.14% white British. 

2.12% children aged 0 – 4 with a limiting long term illness 

11.67% of families where at least one parent has a long term limiting illness and at least one child 
aged 0 – 4 years. 

8.32 (per 1000) children allocated to CYPS. 

The centre was designated in April 2008 and so expects to be Ofsted inspected any time from April 
2011. We currently have in excess of 600 children registered with the centre and this is rising. We 
provide a service to many families outside of our reach area due to our city centre location. City 
wide residents find it convenient to access our centrally based services. Our registration 
information shows that use of services matches the demographic for the area except in regards to 
disabilities where families are offered multiple specialist services elsewhere so have less need of 
the centre.  
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