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Aims: 

To provide a detailed account of some of the main theoretical and empirical issues 
emerging from recent research in developmental psychology with particular emphasis on 
research design, methods of data collection and alternative theoretical explanations of 
development from infancy to adulthood. 

 
Learning  Outcomes: 

By the end of the course students will have:  

• developed an understanding of major issues of current theoretical controversy 
within developmental psychology.  

• developed an understanding of key empirical methods and procedures within 
developmental psychology.  

• developed the capacity for critical analysis of developmental psychology research 
and the ability to carry out independent reading. 

 
Course Content: 

This course builds on and extends knowledge gained from the first year course 
(PS104O). The topics covered include cognitive development (including intelligence 
across the lifespan, language development, number representation) and the development 
of social understanding (including social cognition, emotional development, prejudice 
and.adolescence). A more detailed account of research techniques in developmental 
psychology is also included and skills in critical analysis are developed. 

 
Teaching & Learning 
Methods: 

10 x 2 hours lectures plus a 1 hour coursework tutorial. Specific learning outcomes and 
assigned reading will be provided for every lecture. 

 
Details of teaching 
resources on 
Moodle: 

Course lecture notes, selected key readings, and links to resources will be placed on 
Moodle. Additionally, there will be a discussion forum for the coursework and general 
questions. 
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Formative 
Assessment & 
Feedback: 
 

The compulsory coursework will be returned with individual written feedback. In addition, 
students will receive general guidance about ways in which the coursework could have 
been improved. The course co-ordinator will be available during office hours or by 
appointment to answer questions about course content. 

 
 
Summative 
Assessment: 

 
Exam (70%) 2 hours, a choice of two out of five questions  
Coursework (30%) (Essay, 2,000 words)  
Deadlines: Contained in coursework deadline schedule, UG Handbook and department 
web page 
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