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The Gospel of Matthew

Lesson 5

The Reject ion of the King

Matthew  Chapters 1 1 - 1 2

Out line of These Chapters

1A. Jesus and John the Bapt ist  (11: 1-19)

1B. John the Bapt ist ’s Doubts (11: 1-6)

2B. John the Bapt ist ’s Greatness (11: 7-11)

3B. John the Bapt ist ’s Reject ion (11: 12-19)

2A. Jesus Denounces the Cit ies That  Saw His Mighty Works (11: 20-24) .

3A. Jesus Reveals Him self to Som e and Not  to Others (11: 25-27) .

4A. Jesus’ Great  I nvitat ion (11: 28-30)

5A. Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath (12: 1-8) .

6A. Jesus Heals on the Sabbath and then Heals Many Others (12: 9-21) .

7A. The Unpardonable Sin (12: 22-32)

1B. The Healing Which Sparked Controversy (12: 22)

2B. The Response of the People (12: 23)

3B. The Response of the Pharisees and Their  Accusat ion (12: 24)

4B. The Lord Answers Their Unreasonable Accusat ion (12: 25-30) .

5B. The Unpardonable Sin Defined and Explained (12: 31-32)

8A. An Evil Heart  Brings Forth Evil Words (12: 33-37) .

9A. The Sign of the Prophet  Jonah (12: 38-40)

10A. A Greater than Jonah and a Greater than Solomon (12: 41-42)

11A. The Last  State is Worse than the First  (12: 43-45) .

12A. Jesus I dent ifies Those To Whom  He is Closely Related (12: 46-50) .
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John the Bapt ist  Doubts the Messiahship of Jesus.

As Mat thew chapter 11 opens, John the Bapt ist  is in a pr ison dungeon. According

to Matthew 4: 12 and 14: 3-4,  John the Bapt ist  had been taken into custody by

King Herod Ant ipas ( " that  fox"  as Jesus called him  in Luke 13: 32) .  John the

Bapt ist  had been locked up in the gloom y fort ress of Machaerus, located about  five

m iles east  of the Dead Sea and fifteen m iles south of its northern t ip. The pr ison

was part  of one of the Herodian palaces. 

Though his im prisonm ent  m ust  have been a gr im  ordeal, John was allowed to

receive visitors, and from  these he had learned about  the act ivit ies of Jesus. The

reports which John heard did not  harm onize with what  John had expected the

Messiah to do.  For exam ple, in Mat thew 3: 11-12 John had predicted that  the

Messiah would bapt ize with the Holy Spir it  and with fire, but  neither the Spir it

bapt ism  nor the fire bapt ism  ( judgm ent)  had yet  taken place.  Also John was

aware of num erous Old Testam ent prophecies which spoke about  the Messiah

ruling and reigning on earth, br inging about  peace, regathering I srael back into the

land, etc.  None of these things had yet  happened.

John’s doubts were reasonable. John’s concept  and expectat ion of the Messiah did

not  correspond to what  he had heard concerning our Lord’s m inist ry.  Many of the

Old Testam ent  Messianic predict ions spoke of Christ ’s com ing in glory and

judgm ent  to set  up His earthly kingdom . No doubt  this is what  John expected, but

he was not  seeing these things being fulfilled by Christ . The fact  that  John sent  his

disciples to the Lord indicates his respect  for the Person and authority of Jesus. His

doubts did not  result  from  unbelief, but  rather from  misunderstanding. Because the

Lord’s m inist ry did not  match John’s total concept  of Messiahship, he was in need

of assurance.  John’s disciples confronted the Lord with John’s quest ion at  a t im e

when the Lord was perform ing m any m iracles of healing (Luke 7: 21) . 

Rather than give a yes or no answer, the Lord sent  the disciples back to John to

report  what  they had heard and seen. The Lord gave John the responsibility to

answer his own quest ion.  John knew the Old Testam ent  Scriptures, and with the

help of Jesus he realized that  the healing m iracles of Jesus did harm onize with the

Messianic predict ions (see I sa. 35: 5-6;  61: 1) . Hence, John is given assurance that

Jesus is t he Messiah, the Lord’s m iracles providing com pelling proof.  I f I saiah

35: 5-6 was being fulfilled, then this would also give John assurance that  the other

prophecies about  the Messiah would also be fulfilled, even if they had not  been

fulfilled yet .  John’s m isunderstanding was that  he expected too m uch to be

fulfilled at  once. The Lord was encouraging him  to be sat isfied with what  was being

fulfilled at  that  present  t ime.  "He is not  to let  the absence of certain works blind

him  to the glor ious presence of the works now in full progress. Let  him  be sat isfied

with these and t rust  that  in due t im e the others will follow just  as these are now

being done" (Lenski, Matthew ,  p. 429) .
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The Lord Jesus had given sufficient  proof, not  only to John, but  to all the Jewish

people that  He was indeed the Messiah. They could never say, "Don’t  blam e us,

we never had any reason to know that  He was the Messiah!"  They had the

evidence before their  eyes but  they rejected it !  Thus they were culpable ( to be

blamed) .  The cont roversy about  who Jesus really was reached a peak in Mat thew

12 when the Lord perform ed an am azing healing m iracle (Mat t . 12: 22) .  Christ

dem onst rated that  He was the Messiah and the people recognized this (see Mat t .

12: 23 where “Son of David”  is a Messianic t it le because the Jews knew that  the

t rue Messiah would be a descendant of David) .  The Pharisees, however, rejected

His Messiahship in spite of abundant  proof, and claim ed that  He perform ed His

m iracles by the power of Satan (Matt . 12: 24) .

The works of Christ  pointed out  w ho He w as and bore test im ony to Him . There

were m any voices in that  day saying all k inds of things about  Jesus which were off

base and cont rary to t ruth and reality. I f we listen to the crowd then we are

certainly going to m iss out  on hearing God.

I t  m ight  be appropriate to ask the students who they really think Jesus Christ  is,

and have them  defend their  answers. For example, if they say He is the Son of

God, ask them  how they know this. Oh what  basis are they able to conclude that

He is the Son of God? I s it  because they have always been told this by parents,

Sunday School teachers, pastor, etc.? They need a bet ter basis than that !   

I n Mat thew 11: 7-11 we have som e rem arkable statem ents which the Lord m ade

concerning John the Bapt ist . He was a prophet , yes (v.9) , but  he was "m ore than

a prophet"  (v. 9 ) . He was the Lord’s messenger who prepared the way for the

Messiah (v. 10)  . Am ong those born of women there have not  been any greater

than John the Bapt ist  (v. 11) . This is an am azing statem ent  when we consider such

great  m en as Moses, David, Daniel, Joshua, Job, etc. This is a rem arkable

statem ent  in itself, but  the next  statem ent  is even m ore am azing:  "he that  is least

in the kingdom  of heaven is greater than he" (v. 11) .

The Greatness of John the Bapt ist

Let ’s think first  about  John’s greatness.  Jesus made an am azing statem ent :  “Verily

I  say unto you, Am ong them  that  are born of wom en there hath not  r isen a

________________ than _________ the Bapt ist ”  (Mat thew 11: 11) .  Consider the

following points:

1) Before he was ever born his greatness was predicted (Luke 1: 15, a

predict ion m ade by an angel) .

2) John was a great  and godly m an, but  he m ust  stand out  in som e unique way

because there were m any great  and godly m en in the Old Testam ent.

3) John was not  only a prophet , but  one whose arr ival on the scene of history

had been prophesied by other prophets (Malachi 3: 1 ;  I saiah 40: 3) .  He was
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the only prophet  appointed as the forerunner of the Messiah.  All of the other

prophets said, “He’s com ing.”   John was different .  He said, “He’s here! ”

4) John beaut ifully fulfilled his task as the forerunner of the Messiah. He did

exact ly as a herald must  do. He pointed faithfully and consistent ly to the One

who was m uch greater than he (Mat t . 3: 11;  John 1: 27-30) .

5) John receded to the background when the One whom  he int roduced fully

arr ived on the scene, and his m ot to was "He m ust  increase;  I  m ust

decrease" (John 3: 30) . The Lord Jesus, in describing the nature of t rue

greatness, always linked it  with hum ility.  See Mark 10: 42-43.

How then do we explain the fact  that  the least  in the kingdom  of heaven is greater

than John? (See our Lord’s rem arkable statem ent  in Mat thew 11: 11.)  

This statem ent  m ust  be referr ing to "posit ional greatness" rather than actual

greatness of character. Those who have been placed into the kingdom  enjoy a

posit ion of greatness which far exceeds that  which belonged to John.  I t ’s one

thing to point  to Christ  (and no one pointed to Christ  bet ter than John)  but  it  is

quite another thing to be “ in Christ ”  and to enjoy a "ye in Me, and I  in you”

relat ionship (John 14: 20) , which was never t rue of those liv ing in John’s day or

before.

We need to m ake a careful dist inct ion between one’s posit ion  and one’s actual

condit ion  ( the difference between one’s standing and state) . The actual spir itual

condit ion and walk of one in the kingdom  m ight  not  m easure up at  all to John’s

hum ble walk and r ighteous life (John’s walk puts m ost  of us to sham e) , but

posit ionally the believer who lives on the other side of the cross is on a far higher

plane.

The Reject ion of the Forerunner and Christ  ( Mat thew  1 1 :1 6 - 1 9 )

John the Bapt ist  and the Lord Jesus Christ  were both rejected by I srael.  John’s

preaching was very convict ing and cut  to the heart  (Mat t . 3: 1-12) .  People even

accused John of being dem on possessed (Mat t . 11: 18) .  People accused the Lord

Jesus of being a glut ton (one who eats too m uch)  and a winebibber (one who

dr inks too m uch)  and they felt  He contam inated Him self by associat ing with

sinners (Mat t . 11: 19) .  

The unbelieving I sraelites were likened to dissat isfied children playing a gam e

(Matt . 11: 16-17) .  “The Jews are likened to children arguing about  which game to

play. Children are great  m im ics, and their  gam es reflect  the social act ivit ies of their

parents.  The gam e organizers suggest  that  they play wedding, where there was

m uch joyful music and dancing....The suggest ion of wedding was unacceptable to

their  companions, so they suggested funeral, with the m im icking of the paid

m ourners, but  the group of children were unwilling to accept  either game”  (The



Page -5-

King of the Kingdom  of Heaven–A Comm entary on Matthew by Thom as Figart , p.

226) .

John was represented by the funeral gam e.  He lived an ascet ic life in the

wilderness, followed a str ict  diet  (which included locusts! ) , wore coarse clothes

(m ade of cam el’s hair ! )  and he did not  socialize in a norm al way.  He kept  to

himself and when people cam e to him  he preached convict ing messages about

repentance and future judgm ent .  On the other hand, the Lord Jesus was

represented by the wedding gam e.  The Lord Jesus at tended feasts and weddings

(John 2)  and He would freely eat  and drink (although not  to excess) .  He also

associated with tax collectors and sinners, because this is the reason He cam e into

the world (see 1 Tim . 1: 15) .  However, He never condoned or approved of sinful

behavior .   The Jews were not  sat isfied either way.  They rejected John and his

lifestyle, and they rejected Christ  and His lifestyle.  As W. H. Griffith Thom as said,

“They would not  repent  with John nor rejoice with Jesus”  (Out line Studies in

Mat thew ,  p. 158) .

The Lord Upbraids the Cit ies ( Mat t . 1 1 :2 0 - 2 4 ) .

The word “upbraid”  (Matt . 11: 20)  means to reproach, to cr it icize severely, to

rebuke.

The Lord Jesus perform ed His greatest  m iracles in Chorazin, Bethsaida and

Capernaum  yet  they would not  repent . The people of these cit ies were priv ileged

to witness the m inist ry of the very Son of God in their  m idst . They watched as the

Father authent icated the Lord’s Person and message by m ighty works and amazing

m iracles. Yet  they would not  repent . The people were deaf to His warnings,

indifferent  to His works and they sinned against  great  light . God holds us

responsible according to the light  which has been given to each one of us:  "For

unto whom soever m uch is given, of him  shall be m uch required" (Luke 12: 48) . I t

is not  a quest ion of wickedness but  rather it  is a quest ion of what  they did with

what  they had. This same pr inciple sheds much light  on the sin of blasphem y

against  the Holy Spir it  (Mat t . 12: 22-32) , as we shall see.

What  pr ivileges and advantages did the cit ies of Chorazin, Bethsaida and

Capernaum  have that  the wicked cit ies of Tyre, Sidon and Sodom  did not  have

(see Mat t . 11: 21,23) .

I f Christ  had com e to earth earlier in human history and had perform ed His earthly

m inist ry in the wicked cit ies of Tyre, Sidon and Sodom, what  would have happened

(Mat thew 11: 21,23)? ______________________________________________

(Note:  Chr ist  is om niscient . He even knows what  would have happened if things

had been different . He knows all cont ingencies.)

I n the day of judgm ent , would you rather be an ex-cit izen of Sodom  or an

ex-cit izen of Capernaum  (Mat t . 11: 23-24)? _____________________________
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Why will the one be judged m ore severely than the other?

The principle of judgm ent  is this:  " to whom  much is given, m uch also is required."

With m ore light  com es m ore responsibilit y. God will hold you accountable and

responsible for what  He has given to you.  The unsaved person in America who has

a Bible on his bookshelf and who lives r ight  next  door to a gospel preaching church

is more accountable than the person who lives in som e isolated village in Afr ica

where there is no gospel witness.  Both have light  and both are accountable, but

the one in America has more light .  

Another exam ple:  Think of two m en in a church.  This is not  a Bible believing

church, but  a church that  denies the great  fundam entals of the faith.  One of the

m en sits in the pew and listens to the weekly serm ons.  Another man preaches

from  the pulpit  each week, but  he never preaches the gospel and never helps

people understand how to be saved.  I n light  of James 3: 1, which of these two

m en will receive the greater judgm ent?

The m ore we have been given, the m ore we are responsible for. Apply this

principle to the students. They need to understand the pr inciples involved in these

verses and how they apply even to them . Have them  think about  all that  they have

been given:  a Bible, a Bible believing church, a free country, a Pastor who

preaches the Word every Sunday, teachers, believing parents, etc. What  are they

doing with what  they have?  I t  is a wonderful thing to have light  and t ruth, but  we

need to respond in the r ight  way to the light  and t ruth that  we have.  

Jesus Reveals Him self to Som e and Not  to Others ( Mat t . 1 1 :2 5 - 2 7 )

God reveals Him self to “babes,”  not  to the “wise and prudent .”   The things of God

are hidden from  the wise and prudent  (Mat t . 11: 25) .

The great  t ruths about  the Person of God are hidden from  the wise of this world

( the "know it  alls" , the proud, those who think they have the answers, those who

think they know more than the Bible, etc.) .  I nstead, these things are "revealed

unto babes" ( literally "sucklings"–com pare Matthew 21: 16) . Babes or sucklings are

those who drink m ilk, not  solid food (see 1 Cor. 3: 1 and Heb. 5: 13, where the

term  “babes”  is used negat ively as a rebuke to believers who have not  grown up

as they should) .  I n Mat thew 11: 25 “babes”  is not  used in a negat ive sense, but

in a posit ive way. Babes are those who are ut ter ly dependent . Spir itually they are

those who hum bly confess their  own nothingness, their  em pt iness and

helplessness, and who are thoroughly aware of their  absolute dependence upon

the m ight  and mercy of the Heavenly Father. They t rust  that  from  Him  they will

receive whatever is necessary, so that , enjoying salvat ion full and free, they m ay

live lives of grat itude to His glory.

God cannot  be known apart  from special revelat ion (Mat t . 11: 27) .  God must  open

our eyes to these spir itual realit ies. I f you do not  know the Father then you will not

know the Son. I f you do not  know the Son, then you cannot  know the Father. To
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know One is to know the Other. God is the One who m ust  m ake Him self known.

We m ust  make sure we humble ourselves before the Lord so that  we are in the

place where He m ight  m ake Him self known to us.  Com pare Matthew 16: 16-17

where we learn that  Peter  knew about  Christ ’s t rue ident ity only because it  was

revealed to him  by the Heavenly Father.

Jesus’ Great  I nvitat ion ( Mat t . 1 1 :2 8 - 3 0 )

God’s sovereignty and m an’s responsibility are in perfect  balance.  I n Mat thew

11: 27 we learn that  no one can know the Son and no one can know the Father

unless it  is revealed to him .  But  God wants to be known!   God desires that  all men

be saved and come to the full knowledge of the t ruth (1 Tim . 2: 4) . I n Mat thew

11: 28-30 we learn that  there is a way to know Him ! The great  invitat ion is given

to come to Him , to learn of Him , to yoke up with Him , to com m it  and subm it  to

the Lord Jesus. His burden is light  and it  should be a delight .

“Com e unto Me”  (verse 28)  is an invitat ion to salvat ion.  We can rest  in Him and

in His finished work.  “Learn of Me”  ( learn from  Me)  is a call to discipleship. Once

we have a personal relat ionship with Christ  we then enter into a learning process

that  lasts a lifet im e.

The careful Bible student  m ust  m ake a difference between salvat ion and

discipleship:

SALVATION DISCIPLESHIP

Salvation is free and "without price"

(Rom. 6:23; Isa. 55:1), although salvation

is certainly not cheap (1 Pet. 1:18-19; 1

Cor. 6:20).

Discipleship is costly and the cost must be

counted (Luke 14:25-33).

Salvation takes place in an instant of time

(Acts 2:47).

Discipleship is a life-long process (John

8:31; Matthew 28:19-20).

Salvation is believing on Christ (Acts

16:30-31).

Discipleship is following Christ (Matt.

4:18-22) and learning from Him (Matt.

11:29).

Salvation is coming to Christ and finding

rest from the burden of sin (Matthew

11:28).

Discipleship is taking Christ's yoke and

learning from Him (Matthew 11:29).

Salvation involves Christ loving me

(Rom. 5:8; Gal. 2:20; John 3:16).

Discipleship involves me loving Christ

(Matthew 10:37).

A truly saved person is one who believes

the gospel (Rom. 1:16; 6:17).

A true disciple is one who continues in

Christ's Word (John 8:31).
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To be saved a person must fall before the

feet of Christ crucified and claim the

mercy of God (Luke 18:13).

To be a disciple a person must sit at the

feet of Christ and hear His Word with a

meek and teachable heart (Luke 10:39).

A saved person is a believer (1 John 5:1). A disciple is a learner [the word

"disciple" means "a learner, student, pupil,

adherent"].

A saved person confesses Christ (Rom.

10:9-10).

A disciple denies self (Luke 9:23).

A saved person possesses Christ (1 John

5:12).

A true disciple forsakes possessions (Luke

14:33).

Being saved involves trusting (Eph. 1:13). Being a disciple involves training (Matt.

28:19-20).

Salvation involves receiving God's gift

(John 1:12; Eph. 2:8-9).

Discipleship involves receiving God's

instruction (Acts 2:42).

Every believer measures up to the full

demands of God's righteousness in Christ

(2 Cor. 5:21).

Believers often do not measure up to the

full demands of discipleship (Luke 14:25-

33).

Salvation involves one's standing in

Christ (one's perfect position in Him).

Discipleship involves one's state (one's

actual practice or condition).

With salvation the emphasis is upon what

God has done (1 Cor. 15:3-4).

With discipleship the emphasis is upon

what man must do (Luke 14:25-33).

The focus of salvation is upon the work of

Christ (1 Cor. 1:18).

The focus of discipleship is upon the

Word of Christ, His teaching (John 8:31).

Salvation is God’s commitment to His

Word based on the work of His Son (Rom.

3:24).

Discipleship is the believer’s commitment

to Christ's Word based on his relationship

to Christ (John 6:68).

The saved person is a saint (1 Cor. 1:2), a

position shared equally by all believers.

The disciple is a student (Matt. 11:29). 

Some believers are better students than

others.

The invitation to salvation is “Come unto

Me”  (John 6:37; Matthew 11:28).

The invitation to discipleship is “Come

after Me” (Luke 9:23).

Salvation requires obedience to the

command to believe (1 John 3:23a; John

3:36).

Discipleship requires obedience to all of

Christ's commands (Matthew 28:19-20).

Salvation is the sinner hearing His Word

and believing on Him (John 5:24).

Discipleship is the saint sitting at His feet

and hearing His Word (Luke 10:39).
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The sinner must not try to fulfill the

demands of discipleship in order to be

saved.  This would be salvation by works.

The saint seeks to fulfill all the demands

of discipleship because he is saved.  This

is being saved "unto good works" (Eph.

2:10).

Salvation involves a faith response to the

message of the cross (1 Cor. 1:18; 15:1-4).

Discipleship involves bearing one's cross

daily (Luke 9:53).

God's salvation is perfect, lacking nothing

(Col. 2:10; 1 Cor. 1:30).

My measuring up to the full demands of

discipleship is less than perfect, but "I

follow after" (Phil. 3:12-13).

To be saved a person must believe on

Christ (John 3:16; Acts 16:31).  The

requirement for salvation is simple faith

and trust in the all-sufficient Saviour, the

Lord Jesus Christ.

To be a true disciple a person must

continue in Christ's Word, love Christ

supremely, deny self, forsake all that he

possesses, bear his cross daily, etc.  The

requirements of discipleship are many and

they are difficult.

Discipleship (and all that it involves) is

not a requirement for salvation.

Discipleship is the obligation of every

saved person.

Every saved person is saved by faith and

faith alone (not by obedience or by

surrender or by submission or by love for

Christ or by giving up possessions, etc.).

Every saved person is a follower of Christ

because Jesus said, "My sheep hear my

voice...and they follow Me" (John 10:27). 

In this sense every saved person is a

disciple (follower of Christ), and yet some

sheep follow the Shepherd more closely

than others.

Salvation relates primarily to justification. Discipleship relates primarily to

sanctification.

Salvation puts a person into a right

relationship with Christ the Teacher.

Discipleship is an ongoing relationship

and interaction between Teacher and

student (a lifelong process).

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath ( Mat t . 1 2 :1 - 8 ) .

I n Mat thew chapter 12 the Lord Jesus was under at tack from  His enem ies.  The

first  at tack is descr ibed in Mat thew 12: 1-8. The Pharisees accused the Lord’s

disciples of breaking the Sabbath. The act ion of the disciples was a legit imate

act ion (see Deut . 23: 25 where God m ade certain benevolent  provisions) . A person

walking through a field could pluck grain. There was nothing wrong with this

according to God’s law. The accusat ion of the Pharisees was based upon the over-

scrupulous rabbinic t radit ion, not  upon Mosaic law. The answer of Jesus is given

in verses 3-8. Note that  the disciples were ident if ied with Him . Jesus assumed



Page -10-

responsibility for their  act ions and He declared them  to be innocent . He gave an

argum ent from  history rem inding the Pharisees of som ething that  David once did

(verses 3-4) . David and his m en had a need (Mark 2: 25)  and they asked for an

except ion to the law so that  they could eat  the showbread.  The Pharisees did not

condem n David for this.  No Pharisee would have ever accused David of doing

anything unlawful!  

Chr ist  also gave an argum ent  from the law (verses 5-6) . According to Num bers

28: 9-10, the pr iests had certain labors to do on Sabbath days and they were not

in violat ion of the Sabbath. Chr ist  argued from the prophet  Hosea (v. 7) . He used

Hosea 6: 6 and His argum ent was like this:   "You don’t  even understand your own

Scriptures which m ake it  clear that  God is m ore interested in spir itual reality than

cerem onial perform ance. I t  is the heart  that  counts! ”   I n Mat thew 12: 8  Christ

argues from the or iginal purpose of the Sabbath (see the parallel passage in Mark

2: 27, “The Sabbath was made for m an and not  man for the Sabbath) . The Sabbath

was m eant  to be for m an’s benefit , but  the Pharisees m ade it  a very burdensom e

day by their  legalist ic t radit ions. Chr ist  argues from the standpoint  of His own

superior ity (v. 8) .  He claim ed to be the Lord of the Sabbath. This was a clear

claim  of deity. The Sabbath was clearly given and inst ituted by JEHOVAH (Gen.

2: 1-3) .   No one but  God can be r ight fully called "LORD OF THE SABBATH."  As

God, the Lord Jesus claim ed the absolute r ight  to use the Sabbath as He wished.

What blasphemy it  was for mere men to accuse the “Lord of the Sabbath”  of

breaking the very day which He inst ituted in the beginning!

The Lord I s Again Accused of Breaking the Sabbath ( Mat thew  1 2 :9 - 2 1 ) .

I n Mat thew 12: 10-21 the Lord’s enem ies again accused Him  of breaking the

Sabbath because He healed a m an on that  day (on Saturday, the seventh day of

the week) .  The m an who was in need of healing had a withered hand (v. 10) . The

at tem pt  was m ade by the Pharisees to t rap Him and to accuse Him  of wrongdoing

(v. 10) . The Lord answered them  (verses 11-12)  and accused them  of being more

m erciful to a dumb animal than to an afflicted human being!  How this angered the

Lord (see Mark 3: 5) !  The Lord’s act ion in healing the m an is seen in verse 13. The

Lord com manded this m an to do what  was im possible.  He was told to st retch forth

his hand which he had no power to do!   

 Our inability +  obedience to God’s com m and =  ability! 

This applicat ion can be m ade also to salvat ion.  Of ourselves we have no abilit y to

save ourselves, nor are we even able to com e to Christ  unassisted (John 6: 44,65) ,

and yet  Christ  commands and we are to obey (Acts 16: 31;  Acts 17: 30) , and we

are blam ed if we fail to do so (John 5: 40) .

Observe the at t itude of the Pharisees after they witnessed Jesus’ healing m iracle

(v.14) . Did they rejoice at  this healing m iracle? Were they glad that  their  fellow

m an had been completely restored to health?  Or did they instead wish to destroy

the Healer?
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The Healing of the Man W ho W as Blind and Dum b ( Mat thew  1 2 :2 2 - 3 2 )

I n this next  at tack, the Lord Jesus was wrongly and wickedly accused of cast ing

out  dem ons by the power of the devil.

The m iracle is described in Mat thew 12: 22.  This healing involved the cast ing out

of a dem on. Apparent ly the dem on was responsible for m aking the m an blind and

dumb. This dem on possessed m an was physically afflicted by the dem on who

indwelt  him . (This does not  mean that  blindness and dum bness are always caused

by dem ons.)   That  Satan and his dem ons have power to cause physical problem s

(only as allowed by God)  is demonstrated in Job 2: 7.

The people in general recognized Jesus as the Messiah ( "Son of David") . Who else

could have perform ed such an amazing m iracle? (Mat t . 12: 23)  The Pharisees

reacted m uch different ly than the general populace.  They could not  deny that  this

m iracle had taken place.  I t  really happened, and was witnessed by m any, and

they could not  explain it  away. So instead they charged the Lord with doing this

m iracle by the power of the devil!

I t  was this m iracle and the Pharisees’ react ion to it  that  gave the occasion for the

Lord’s statement  that  there was a sin which would never be forgiven (Mat t . 12: 31-

32) .  This has been called the unpardonable sin.   Many people have lived in great

fear thinking that  they have com m it ted this sin which can never be forgiven.

Therefore it  is important  to think through this passage very carefully.

The Unpardonable Sin

The unpardonable sin is also descr ibed as “blasphemy against  the ___________

  __________________”  (Mat t . 12: 31;  Luke 12: 10) .  I t  is a sin which will never

be forgiven (Mat t . 12: 31-32) .

Why should we study the topic?  I t  is a vitally important  topic. This sin results in

dam nat ion.  Do not  all sins result  in damnat ion?  Yes, but  Jesus said that  this sin

is unforgivable.  All sins can be forgiven, except  this one.  Jesus said that  anyone

who com m its this sin "shall NOT be forgiven him , neither in this age, neither in the

age to com e" (Matthew 12: 32) .  He also said that  if you com m it  this sin you will

"NEVER be forgiven" because you are "guilty of an eternal sin"  (Mark 3: 29) .  Jesus

gives a very serious warning in this passage.  This is one of the most  solem n

warnings that  Jesus ever ut tered.  

Another reason for studying the unpardonable sin is to help dear t roubled people.

Many people are worr ied that  they have com m it ted this sin and that  forgiveness

is im possible for  them .  These people are afraid that  they have com m it ted this sin

and they believe that  they have no chance of being saved.  We need to have solid

answers for those who think that  there is no hope of ever being saved.
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W hat  is the Histor ical Background of This Sin?  

The unpardonable sin is ment ioned three t im es in the New Testament  (Mat thew

12: 31-32;  Mark 3: 28-30;  Luke 12: 10) .  We see the histor ical background of this

sin in Mat thew and Mark.  Luke records the saying by itself, and his t reatm ent of

it  is very br ief.   Both Mat thew and Mark tell us exact ly what  some people were

doing which led Jesus to give the warning about  the blasphem y of the Spir it .

Mat thew gives us even m ore details than Mark.  Let  us consider Mat thew’s

account .

First , there was a man who could not  talk and could not  see and was dem on

possessed (Mat thew 12: 22) .  He had mult iple problems.  Helen Keller was blind

and deaf.  This man was blind and dum b.  He had m ult iple disabilit ies and was

indwelt  by a dem on.

Second, the Lord Jesus healed him  in the power of the Holy Spir it .  Jesus did three

things for the m an.  He cast  the dem on out , gave him the abilit y to see, and gave

him  the ability to speak (Mat thew 12: 22) .  I t  was a spectacular m iracle.

Third, there is the response of the people to this m iracle.  The people were am azed

and astonished (Mat thew 12: 23) .  They thought  that  surely this m ust  be the

Messiah.  They believed that  God was the explanat ion for this m iracle. Therefore

all of the people said, " I s not  this the Son of David?" (Matthew 12: 23) .  He m ust

be the Messiah!

Fourth, there was the response of the Pharisees (Mat thew 12: 24)  and Scr ibes

(Mark  3: 22)  to this m iracle.  They said, "This fellow doth not  cast  out  devils

(dem ons) , but  by Beelzebub the pr ince of the devils (dem ons) "  (Mat thew 24: 24) .

 Beelzebub was a designat ion for Satan, the ruler of the demons.  The Pharisees

did not  quest ion that  Jesus healed the m an, but  they quest ioned the source of His

power.  Supernatural power can only com e from  two sources (God or Satan) .  The

Bible teaches that  Jesus not  only was filled with the Holy Spir it  and perform ed His

m iracles in the power of the Holy Spir it ,  but  it  teaches that  He also had the Holy

Spir it  w ithout  m easure  ( John 3: 34) . The world has never known such a Spir it -

em powered Man.  But  these religious leaders said that  His power cam e from  Satan

himself and that  it  was really Satan who acted through Him .  They had absolutely

no proof of this accusat ion and even knew that  it  was false.  Before their  very eyes

they had spectacular evidence that  Jesus was everything He claim ed to be, but

they rejected that  evidence and accused Him of being an agent  of the devil.

I n Mat thew 12: 25-30 the Lord Jesus showed these religious leaders that  their

accusat ion was totally unreasonable.  Why would Satan fight  against  Satan?  Why

would Satan cast  out  Satan?  That  is, the dem ons worked for  Satan and did his

bidding.  Why then would Satan cast  out  his own dem on in the case of this blind

and dum b m an?  Why would he expel his own agent?  I t  would not  make sense.

Satan’s kingdom  would not  stand if Satan were to fight  against  himself in this
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m anner.  His kingdom  would be divided (Matt . 12: 26) .  Satan would be a fool to

dest roy his own kingdom . 

What about  the Pharisees who claim ed to have cast  out  demons? (See Matthew

12: 27)  Do they do this by Beelzebub as well? (The obvious answer in the

Pharisees’ m inds was "No! ")  I f they do not  cast  out  dem ons by Satan then it  m ust

be by the power of God. The Lord was telling them  to be consistent !   I f you claim

the power of God for “your children”  (Mat thew 12: 27) , then why do you deny it  for

Me, especially in the light  of the unquest ionable display of the power of God you

have just  witnessed? Let  the m iracles be your judges!

On the other hand, if Jesus cast  out  the demon by the Spir it  of God (which was

obviously the case) , then this would prove that  Jesus was everything He claim ed

to be.  He was the King of I srael, the Messiah, the Son of God (see Mat thew

12: 28) .

The Lord then used the illust rat ion of the strong m an (Mat thew 12: 29) . I n light  of

the context , the st rong m an is Satan.  The One who binds the st rong m an m ust  be

st ronger than he, and this would have to be Christ  (com pare 1 John 4: 4) .  The

house into which the stronger man enters is the body of the demon possessed

m an. The Lord Jesus, in the power of the Spir it ,  was able to forcibly deliver the

m an who was demon possessed. [ See The King of the Kingdom  of Heaven by

Thom as Figart , pages  244-245 for  a good discussion of this verse.]

How  W ould W e Describe these Pharisees and Scribes?

How would we describe those who were guilty of the unpardonable sin?  What was

their  spir itual condit ion?  How recept ive were they to the t ruth that  was before

their eyes?  These are important  quest ions, because if a person today think he is

guilty of this sin, he would need to m atch the descript ion.  He would need to be as

they were.

The following describes these m en:
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They were hard hearted;  they did not  have a soft  heart  toward the Lord.

They were guilty of stubborn unbelief;  they refused to see the obvious.

They refused to acknowledge that  Christ  was the Messiah, the Saviour, the

only hope of I srael.

They were unconvinced even by the greatest  evidence;  they were presented

with m axim um light  and yet  they st ill rejected the Lord.

They were com pletely closed to God’s Word, even when the Lord Jesus

reasoned with them  logically;  they were unreasonable.

They were self- r ighteous men, refusing to see the desperate condit ion of their

souls;  they refused to see them selves as lost  men.

They were obviously Christ - rejecters;  they were “against  Him ”  (Mat thew

12: 30) .

They were worse than the Sodomites who would have repented if the Lord

Jesus had been in their  m idst  and had performed such a m iracle (Mat thew

11: 23-24) ;  they were worse off than the Assyrians in Nineveh who responded

to the preaching of Jonah, but  the Jewish religious leaders rejected the

preaching of one who was greater than Jonah (Mat thew 12: 41)

W hat  are the Character ist ics of the Unpardonable Sin?  

This sin was a verbal sin, not  som e great  m oral failure.  I t  was not  a sexual sin.

The unpardonable sin was not  premarital sex or adultery or homosexuality or

incest .  I t  was not  a sin of violence (m urder or  suicide) .  All of those sins can be

forgiven.  David com mit ted adultery and m urdered a m an, but  he was forgiven.

You can be outwardly moral, like the Pharisees and st ill com m it  this sin.  The

blasphemy of the Spir it  involved saying som e things:  “Whosoever speaketh

against  the Holy Ghost , it  shall not  be forgiven him ”  (Mat t . 12: 32) .

Even though the sin was verbal, the words did not  necessar ily need to be ut tered

out  loud.  I n Mat thew 12: 24, what  the Pharisees “said”  was apparent ly not  said

out  loud because in verse 25 we learn that  “Jesus knew  their  thoughts.”    How

shocked they m ust  have been to find out  that  the Lord knew their thoughts and

condem ned them  for saying som ething which they never ut tered out  loud!

The problem  was with som ething that  these men said, and they did not  say it  j ust

once.  I n Mark 3: 29-30 we read, “But  he that  shall blasphem e against  the Holy

Ghost  hath never forgiveness, but  is in danger of eternal damnat ion:  because they

said ,  He hath an unclean spir it .”    I n verse 30 the phrase “ they said”  is in the

im perfect  tense, which indicates cont inuous act ion in the past .  You could t ranslate
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it  as “ they were cont inuously saying.”   This is not  som ething that  they said only

once or twice, but  it  is something that  they said repeatedly.  The Am plif ied Version

says, “ they persisted in saying....”   “They were persistent  in m aking this m alicious

charge...the tense indicates that  it  was not  so m uch a single act  as an at t itude of

heart  which persisted in reject ing the light ”  (D. Edm ond Hiebert ) .

This unpardonable sin involved reject ion of Christ .  What the Pharisees spoke

indicated their  unbelief and their  obvious reject ion of Jesus Chr ist .  The people

asked, "Could this be the Son of David?" (Matthew 12: 23 paraphrased)  and this

was their  answer:  “Absolutely not . This man is an inst rument  of Satan and

perform s His m iracles by the power of the devil.”

This reject ion was extreme.  I t  did not  just  involve unbelief, but  it  also involved

blasphem y.  Many people reject  Christ .  Most  people who reject  Christ  do not  think

that  He was dem on possessed or  that  He was a tool of the devil.   But  the

unpardonable sin was not  just  unbelief, it  was ext rem e unbelief.  The blasphem y

of the Spir it  was a very ext rem e form  of reject ion.  I t  involved slandering the

works of the Holy Spir it .  They didn't  slander the Person of the Holy Spir it .  They

didn't  curse the Holy Spir it .  They did not  even ment ion His Name.  They slandered

the work of the Holy Spir it .   They blasphem ed the Holy Spir it  (Mark 3: 29)  by

saying “He has an unclean spir it ”  (Mark 3: 30) . This was an insult  to the Holy Spir it

who em powered the Lord to perform  an am azing m iracle.  They at t r ibuted the

work of the Holy Spir it  to a dem on!

The unpardonable sin was a reject ion by the leaders of the day.  Jesus was talking

to the scr ibes and the Pharisees.  Mat thew m ent ions the Pharisees (12: 24-25) .

Mark ment ions the scr ibes (3: 22) , scr ibes who came all the way down from

Jerusalem .  Who were the scr ibes?  They were the professional Biblical scholars.

This shows what  a serious thing it  is to stand in front  of a group of people and

publically teach or preach God’s Word.  That ’s why Jam es says, "Be not  m any

teachers, for you shall receive the greater condem nat ion ( judgm ent) "  (James 3: 1) .

These scribes were very well educated and they cam e all the way from  Jerusalem ,

sixty three m iles away.  I t  may have been a four day t r ip.  This was an official

reject ion of Jesus as the Messiah by the leaders.  The leaders said He was

em powered by Satan.  They said that  He was not  the Messiah.  Mat thew 12 was

a turning point  in the life of Christ .  I t  was a crucial incident  in the Gospel of

Mat thew.  

The unpardonable sin was reject ion in spite of the evidence.  This was a case of

willful unbelief in the face of undeniable evidence. The scribes and Pharisees saw

Jesus perform  this m iracle and it  was not  the first  t im e that  He had done it .  He

had done remarkable healing m iracles m any t im es before.  This is not  the case of

som eone who does not  have enough evidence to m ake a decision and m akes the

wrong decision.  These people had the evidence star ing them in the face and they

chose not  to accept  it .    I t  was clearly a case of people who suppressed the t ruth.

I t  was a reject ion in the face of maxim um  light .  This sin was without  excuse.
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This sin was intent ional and deliberate, not  accidental.  This was not  a casual

rem ark made by someone who did not  know any bet ter.  I t  was not  said out  of

ignorance. This blasphemy against  the Holy Spir it  was said by people who hated

Jesus and wanted to kill Him  (Mat thew 12: 9-14) .  The men who said this hated

Jesus.  This sin involved not  only unbelief but  also anim osity and hat red.  This sin

was not  mot ivated by ignorance but  by hatred and by willful unbelief.  

People who have been concerned that  they have com m it ted the unpardonable

sin will often share that  they thought  or perhaps even ut tered som ething terr ible

about  the Lord.  Perhaps they thought  som ething like this:  “ Jesus is not  really

the Saviour”  or “The m iracles of Jesus were done by Satan’s power”  or som e

other statements which should never be ut tered by a believing heart . But  when

the person is asked if he really m eans this, the answer is som ething like this:

“No, these are just  thoughts that  com e to m y m ind or  t hey are things that  I

m ight  say at  an im pulse, but  it  is not  what  I  really believe.  They are

unintent ional.  I  can’t  even explain why m y mind plays these t r icks on m e. I

honest ly believe that  Jesus Christ  is the Son of God and m an’s only Saviour, and

I  feel terr ible when I  think cont rary thoughts that  deny Him .”   As t roubling as

these things are, this is not  the unpardonable sin.  The people who comm it ted

the unpardonable sin spoke intent ionally. Their reject ion of Christ  was purposeful

and real.  They m eant what  they said.  Their unbelief was willful.  

  

Consider First  the Great  New s About  Forgiveness!

Most  people who study the unpardonable sin overlook one of the m ost  glor ious

declarat ions about  forgiveness of sins made anywhere in the Bible.  Listen to what

our Lord said, “Wherefore I  say unto you, All m anner of sin and blasphem y

shall be forgiven unto m en .”   Do you see the beauty in those words?  What  a

wonderful statement .  All manner  of sin can be forgiven!   God’s grace is greater

than all our sin. This doct r ine of forgiveness is the crown and glory of the gospel.

Think of your own sins and how terr ible they are.  Think about  Peter ’s sin of

denying the Lord.  Think of the sin of Saul of Tarsus who persecuted the Church

and blasphem ed Christ  and spoke against  Him and His people.  Think of the sins

of those who crucified Christ  and how they m ocked Him and reviled Him, and yet

the Saviour prayed, “Father, forgive them !”   Think of the thief on the cross:  “The

vilest  offender who t ruly believes, that  mom ent  from  Jesus a pardon receives! ”

Think of David’s sins of adultery and murder.  How great  is God’s forgiveness!    

“ I f Thou, LORD, shouldest  m ark iniquit ies, O Lord, who shall stand?  But there is

forgiveness with Thee, that  Thou m ayest  be feared”  (Psalm  130: 3-4) . According

to Acts 10: 43, those who believe in Christ  receive complete rem ission or

forgiveness of sins.  All manner of sin shall be forgiven them !  Read Acts 13: 39

and m editate on the phrase, “all things.”   

God’s com plete forgiveness of all manner of sin is available to all who will believe.
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What  good news!    There is hope for the m ost  m iserable, vilest  sinner on earth.

However, in Mat thew 12: 31 we read the word “but .”   There is an except ion.  The

good news of God’s gracious forgiveness has one except ion.  The sin which is

ident if ied as blasphemy against  the Holy Spir it  shall not  be forgiven (v. 31) , no not

ever (v. 32) .  

W hat  is the Unpardonable Sin?

There is only one sin that  cannot  be forgiven, and that  is persistent  and cont inued

reject ion of Jesus Christ , God’s only Saviour.  I f a person cont inues to reject  the

only Person who can save Him, then how can he be saved?  I f person drowning in

the ocean refuses to grab the lifeline, then how can he be saved?  I f a person is

in a doom ed plane and is given a parachute but  refuses to use it , how can he be

saved? I f a sinner rejects God’s only remedy, how can he hope to be saved?  There

is salvat ion in no other Person (Acts 4: 12) .

What  then is the connect ion between the sin of persistent  unbelief and the sin of

the blasphemy of the Holy Spir it?  

The unpardonable sin is described as blasphem y against  the Holy Spir it  (Mat t .

12: 31)  or  speaking against  the Holy Spir it  (Mat t . 12: 32) .  Rem em ber, the Holy

Spir it  does not  speak of Him self (John 16: 13) .  His m inist ry is to point  to Jesus

Christ  and to glor ify Him  (John 16: 13) .  I n John 16: 8-11 we learn that  the Spir it ’s

m inist ry is to reprove (convict  and convince)  the world of sin, r ighteousness and

judgment .  The Spir it  of God’s m inist ry is to convince men that  they are sinners

in need of salvat ion. Sinners deserve God’s judgment  and they need God’s

r ighteousness.  The Spir it ’s m inist ry is to convince m en that  Jesus Christ  is exact ly

whom He claim ed to be.

I n Mat thew 12 the Spir it  of God was doing a great  work.  He was working through

the Son of God, perform ing an amazing healing m iracle, defeat ing the powers of

darkness and dem onstrat ing to the Jewish people that  Jesus Christ  was the

Messiah, the King of I srael.  The general populace got  the m essage (Matt . 12: 23) ,

but  the hard hearted religious leaders rejected the light  they were given.  I nstead

of receiving the Spir it ’s test im ony, they spoke against  Him and said, “He (Jesus

Christ )  hath an unclean spir it ”  (Mark 3: 29) .  Chr ist  was possessed by the Spir it  of

God, but  they accused Him of being possessed by a dem on, an unclean spir it .   The

One who was filled with the Spir it  was accused of being a tool of the devil.

W hy is This Sin Unpardonable?

This sin is unpardonable because the person is unwilling to follow the path that

leads to pardon.  This sin cannot  be forgiven because the person persistent ly

refuses God’s way of forgiveness.  I f a person persistent ly refuses the only

rem edy, then it  is im possible for him  to be cured.
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W hy is Blasphem y Against  the Son Forgivable, 

W hile Blasphem y Against  the Spir it  is Unforgivable?

The only sin that  is unforgivable is not  a sin against  Christ  but  a sin against  the

Holy Spir it  (Mat t . 12: 32) .  People can blasphem e the Lord Jesus (and call Him a

liar , deceiver, Sabbath breaker or  a lunat ic)  and st ill be forgiven.  Remember,

before Paul becam e a Chr ist ian he said that  He was a blasphem er ( I  Tim othy

1: 12-13) .  Why would blasphem y against  God the Son be som ething that  can  be

forgiven, while blasphem y against  God the Holy Spir it  be som ething that  cannot

be forgiven?   Why are cr imes against  the Son worse than cr im es against  the

Spir it?  I s the Spir it  greater  than the Son?  I s the Son less im portant  than the

Spir it?  No.  They are all equal members of the Tr inity.  The Spir it  is not  greater

than either the Father or the Son.  

The key to understanding this involves recognizing the role of the Holy Spir it  in

salvat ion.  I t  is the job of the Holy Spir it  to bear witness to Christ  and to convict

the world "of sin, of r ighteous and of judgm ent"  (John 16: 8) .  Blasphem y of the

Spir it  removes a person from  the sphere in which forgiveness is even possible.

The Holy Spir it 's job is to br ing people to Christ .  A person who blasphem es the

Spir it  is slander ing and reject ing the only One who can lead them  to a place of

saving faith. I t  is im possible to be saved if a person persists in saying “NO”  to the

convict ing work of the Holy Spir it .

How  Do You Know  I f You Have Com m it ted This Sin?

“Those who are t roubled with fears that  they have sinned the unpardonable

sin are the very people who have not  sinned it .”  (J.C. Ryle)

“Those who fear they have comm it ted this sin, give a good sign that  they

have not .”  (Mat thew Henry)

Dear fr iend, if you com e to Christ , believing in Him , you can be sure that  He will

receive you and will never cast  you out  (see John 6: 37) .  He will receive you and

you can be sure that  you have not  com m it ted the unpardonable sin.

I f you believe in Christ , God’s love gift  to this world, then you can be sure, based

on God’s prom ise, that  you will never perish (John 3: 16) .

I f you believe in Christ , then you can be sure that  your sins are rem it ted

(pardoned and forgiven)  based on God’s prom ise found in Acts 10: 43, and God

cannot  lie (Titus 1: 2;  Heb. 6: 18) .

You are only in danger if you persist  in your unbelief and if you cont inue to refuse

to come to Christ .  See John 5: 40.  Dear fr iend, consider God’s gracious invitat ion

to you and com e to Him  ( read Matthew 11: 28 and I saiah 55: 7) .



Page -19-

Can This Sin be Com m it ted Today?  

The answer is both NO and YES.

NO—I t  cannot  be exact ly duplicated today.  Jesus Christ  is not  standing in our

m idst  today perform ing spectacular m iracles by the power of the Holy Spir it  which

unmistakably confirm  that  He is indeed everything that  He claimed to be.  The

set t ing found in Mat thew chapter 12 in which this sin took place cannot  be

duplicated today.

YES—A person can persist  in unbelief today and reject  the powerful convict ing

m inist ry of God the Holy Spir it  (John 16: 8-11) .  Such a person will never  know

God’s forgiveness.  

Can a Christ ian Com m it  the Unpardonable Sin?   

The answer to this quest ion is clearly “NO.”   The only exam ple of anyone

com m it t ing this sin were the Phar isees and scribes,  and they were clearly

unbelievers.  Jesus called them  "a brood of vipers" (Mat thew 12: 34) .  He called

them  “evil”  (12: 34) .    

Every saved person has com plete forgiveness of sins and is not  in danger of

eternal damnat ion.  Consider the following:

The believer will not  be dam ned or judged (Mark 16: 16, by implicat ion) .

The believer will not  perish (John 3: 16) .

The believer will not  be condem ned and will not  com e into judgment  (John 5: 24;

Rom . 8: 1) .

The believer will never die spir itually (John 11: 25-26) .

The sins of a believer will never be remembered by God (Hebrews 10: 17) .   This

verse does not  im ply that  God forgets, but  it  teaches that  God will never br ing

these sins up to the believer and will never condem n him  for them ) .

A Sober W arning

The passage on the unpardonable sin points out  the danger of sinning against

great  light  and the danger of reject ing the clear evidence that  God has given to us.

Has not  God given us m uch light  today?  Has not  God given us a com pleted Bible,

which even the Jews in Jesus’ day did not  have?  Do we not  have the greatest

evidence that  Jesus is exact ly whom  He claim ed to be, nam ely the sign of Jonah

(His resurrect ion from the dead)?  This was a far greater sign than the healing of

the m an who was blind and dum b.  
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A Key Quest ion: Can a person reach a point , in this life, where it  is im possible for

him to be forgiven?   We would all agree that  when an unbeliever dies, there is no

longer the possibility of forgiveness.  All hope is gone.  I s it  possible for an

unbeliever to com e to a point , even before death, where there is no longer the

possibilit y of forgiveness, where all hope of salvat ion is gone?   Can a man say

“NO”  to God so often and so persistent ly that  it  becom es im possible for him  to say

“YES”?

I t  is hard to answer the above quest ion dogm at ically, but  consider the following:

1. I n Hebrews 3: 15 we find a st rong warning:  “Today if you will hear His voice,

harden not  your hearts.”   The implicat ion is that  a heart  can become so hard

that  it  can no longer respond to God.  Think of epoxy glue.  You m ix the glue

with the hardener, and at  first  you can work with the glue because it  is soft .

But  as t ime goes on the glue gets harder and harder.  Finally the glue gets

to the point  where it  is rock hard and cannot  be m oved at  all.

2. Consider I saiah 55: 6.  Does this im ply that  there m ay be a t im e when God

cannot  be found and that  there may be a t im e when God will not  be near?

3. According to Genesis 6: 3 there would come a t ime when the Spir it  would

stop str iv ing and m an’s hope would be gone.  Finally the door to the ark

closed. The unbelievers were on the outside and they were st ill alive, but

their  hope was gone. They refused to respond to God and refused to respond

to Noah’s preaching, and it  was too late.  The door was shut .  Even if they

had said, “We change our m ind. Noah was r ight .  Please open the door,”  it

st ill would have been too late.

4. Consider the case of Pharaoh.  He repeatedly said “NO”  to God and his heart

cont inued to get  harder and harder.

5.  Consider Jerem iah 7: 16;  14: 11-12.  Don’t  waste your t ime praying!   People

can reach the point  where there is no hope, where God refuses to deal with

them  in grace but  only deals with them  in judgm ent .

6. I n Mat thew 23: 37-38 we see that  the Jewish people were not  willing to com e

to God in faith, in spite of all of God’s pleadings with them .  There came a

point  where there was nothing left  for God to do except  judge them !

7. When unbelievers take the m ark of the beast  in the t r ibulat ion period, this

act  will seal their  doom .  Even though they are st ill alive, there will be no

hope of salvat ion and no hope of forgiveness (see Rev. 14: 9-11 and 2 Thess.

2: 10-12) . Taking the m ark of the beast  will involve not  m erely agreeing to

be loyal to the Ant ichrist , but  it  will also involve buying a one way t icket  to

hell.

[ I n Acts 24: 25 we learn that  Felix t rembled or was t roubled due to Paul’s
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preaching. He was under convict ion, but  apparent ly did not  respond to the Spir it ’s

pleadings, and there is no record that  he was ever t roubled again.]

Conclusion

There is no sin that  renders a m an beyond the reach of divine grace, except  for the

sin of persistent  unbelief.  Because of man’s persistent  unbelief and reject ion of

the t ruth, God m ay withdraw His grace from a m an even before death.  A person

m ay put  himself in such a state as to make it  impossible for him  to be saved.  The

m an himself, and not  God, is to be blamed for the hardening of his own heart  and

for his refusal to respond to God’s Word and to the pleadings of the Spir it .

God knows the hearts of m en and we do not .  From our point  of view, we never

know when a person has reached this point .  We know that  if a person believes in

Christ  he will have com plete forgiveness of sins (Acts 10: 43) , and thus we will urge

m en to do so unt il their  last  dying breath.  For us to declare that  a person is

incapable of being saved is ut ter presum pt ion.  I n fact , often the people we think

will never get  saved are the very ones that  do so!

Note:  I  am  indebted to Alan Lewis, of Elon, NC for his excellent  study on the

significance of the unpardonable sin.  Many of his insights have been

incorporated into the above study with his perm ission.  –George Zeller

An Evil Heart  Brings Forth Evil W ords ( Mat thew  1 2 :3 3 - 3 7 )

The heart  is the root ;  what  com es out  of the m outh is the fruit  (Mat t . 12: 35) .  I f

you hear filthy garbage com ing out  of som eone’s m outh, you can rem ind the

person that  his heart  is showing (Mat t . 12: 34) .

The words which are expressed reflect  the inner condit ion of the hum an heart . The

tongue is the ideal indicator of m an’s spir itual state:  " I f any m an offend not  in

word, the sam e is a perfect  man, and able also to br idle the whole body" (James

3: 2) . Words are considered a part  of the "works" which are the basis of the

judgm ent  for the unsaved (Rev. 20: 11-15) . I n the day of judgment  m an will give

account  of every idle word (Mat t . 12: 36) .  The word " idle"  here has a literal

m eaning of "non-working". " I t  has no legit im ate work, no office, no business, but

is morally useless and unprofitable"  (Vincent  s Word Studies,  p. 47) . God will

carefully review all idle words to demonstrate to man the condit ion of his heart

(see Mat t . 12: 35) . The words give evidence of the t rue spir itual state of an

individual.  “Careless words of the wicked will be evidence of their  character, and

by them  they shall be condem ned”  (Thomas Figart , and see Mat t . 12: 37) . “Out  of

thine own m outh will I  judge thee, thou wicked servant ”  (Luke 19: 22) .  I n

applicat ion, the believer ’s speech should bear witness to his new life in Christ  (Col.

4: 6) .
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The Sign of the Prophet  Jonah ( Mat thew  1 2 :3 8 - 4 2 )

The scribes and Pharisees asked for  a sign!  This is rem arkable in light  of the signs

the Lord had already given them (see verses 13, 22, etc.) . They were saying,

"Prove to us that  you are the Messiah."  But  the Lord had already proved it  again

and again.  I n their  unbelief they had closed their  eyes to the clear evidence that

had been presented to them . So the Lord will give them  one m ore sign:  the “Jonah

sign,”  which was the sign of the resurrect ion.

Consider Mat thew 12: 41-42.  Jonah, who was a " lesser than Christ ”  preached and

people repented, but  when Christ  Him self cam e ( the "greater  preacher” )  people

did not  repent . Woe unto them !  They listened to the greatest  preacher the world

has ever known, the Son of God Him self, and they refused to respond to His

m essage in the r ight  way!  They were without  excuse!

Notes for  Further  Study

Mat thew  1 1 :1 2 .   This is a difficult  verse.  John pointed to Christ  and people were

excited and responding. They were st r iving to enter into the kingdom . A sim ple

exam ple of this is found in John chapter 6. The Lord healed the people (verse 2)

and the Lord fed the people (verses 5-14) . Not ice the result . I n verse 15 they

wanted to com e and take Him by force  and m ake him  a king!  They wanted to

nom inate Him and vote for Him  r ight  on the spot !  Any person that  can provide

perfect  health and feed us every day is our perfect  candidate for king!  And yet

they m issed the whole point .  Christ  cam e to heal the heart , not  the body. Christ

cam e to feed the soul, not  the stomach. They wanted the kingdom  and they

wanted it  badly. However, they wanted it  on their  terms, and in their  way, not  on

God’s term s and not  in God’s way.

Matthew  1 1 :2 0 .  Both the King and His forerunner gave I srael the m essage of

repentance (Matthew 4: 17 and 3: 2) .  Did they do I srael?  No, " they repented not "

(verse 20) .

Matthew  1 1 :2 2 ,2 4 .  The Sodom ites were unsaved and went  to Hades (and

ult im ately will be in the lake of fire) .  The people of Capernaum, for the m ost  part ,

were unsaved and also went  to Hades (and ult im ately will be in the lake of fire) .

The phrase “ it  will be m ore tolerable”  indicates that  there will be degrees of

punishment  in hell.   Som e people in hell will be worse off than others.  The just ice

of God dem ands this.  Think of a m orally upright  m an who was a good father and

good husband and good cit izen of his count ry (and may have even given his life

for his count ry on the bat t lefield) .  Without Christ  this good m an is unsaved and

will suffer eternal punishm ent, but  he will not  be punished as severely as Hit ler

who m urdered m illions.

Matthew  1 2 :4 0 .  Between His death and resurrect ion, the Lord Jesus was in the

“heart  of the earth.”   The term  “heart ”  means “center.”   I t  is not  speaking of our
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Lord’s burial which took place on the surface of the earth, rather than in the heart

of the earth.  From  other passages we learn that  the Lord went  to Hades.  See Acts

2: 31 where we learn that  during this t ime Christ  was in hell (Greek:  Hades) .  The

place where the Lord went  is also described as “paradise”  (Luke 23: 43) .  See our

paper ent it led, “Where Do the Dead Go?”

Matthew  1 2 :4 3 - 4 5 .  The figure in Mat thew 12: 44 is that  of a house which is

"em pty, swept , and. garnished,"  that  is, prepared for occupancy. I srael was made

ready for the com ing of the Saviour through the preparatory m inist ry of John the

Bapt ist . When Christ  did com e I srael should have received Him and welcom ed Him

as the prom ised One sent  by God. I nstead they ut ter ly rejected Him  (Mat thew

chapters 11-12)  and refused to receive Him  (John 1: 11) . To reject  t ruth can only

leave the door open for error. Their final state of reject ion would only be

disast rous.

Matthew  1 2 :4 6 - 5 0 . Who is really close to the Lord Jesus? Who is really closely

related to Him ? Not  his physical m other and brothers necessarily ( though they can

be close to Him  as well) . The issue is made clear in Mat thew 12: 50.  I n the parallel

passage we read “he who hears the word of God and keeps it "  (Luke 8: 21)  which

gives us insight  into what  it  means to do the will of God.  The will of God is vitally

connected to the Word of God.  God’s Word is God’s chosen m ethod for m aking

known His will.   Those who think they are doing God’s will and yet  are liv ing

cont rary to God’s Word, are sadly deceived.


