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Hello!  I just want to say thank you and goodbye.  I have had 
two great years as President of the Title I Association.  My jour-
ney will come to an end in June.  

The IRC Reading Conference has moved to October, 2014.  ITA 
will provide many strands on the 29th floor of the Hilton, for 
those wanting to gain knowledge on how to educate our learn-
ers to meet the rising demands of the 21st Century.  Some top-
ics include text complexity, emphasizing Academic Vocabulary, 
and focusing on technology to develop critical thinkers and ca-
reer ready students.   We cannot wait to see you at the 2014 
IRC conference in October, in Springfield! We would also like to 
invite you to join us at the annual board meeting on Friday af-
ternoon. There are many opportunities for you to get involved.  
Please see the open board positions posted in this bulletin.  

If you are looking for a great resource book to help you with 
the Common Core Standards, try “Be Core Ready: Powerful, Ef-
fective Steps to Implementing and Achieving the Common Core 
State Standards,” by Pam Allyn. It is very inspiring and informa-
tive.  

Keep Giving It Your All Because You Are Changing Lives Forev-
er!  

    Marilyn Cordes 



OCTOBER 2014 IRC CONFERENCE! 

 

Harvesting the Fruits of Literacy 

 

 October 2-4, 2014 

 

 Springfield, Illinois 

 

 Registration and Housing                   

will also open on May 1st. 

 

 Check the IRC website for               

more details!                         



 

  

 

By 

Susan Tiburzi, 2013-2014 Grant Recipient 

 We’ve learned that access to books is key to gaining reading skill. Studies confirm that 
the number of books in the home directly correlates with reading achievement.  In middle in-

come neighborhoods, the ratio of books in the home is thirteen books per child.  In low in-

come neighborhoods, the ratio is one book for every three hundred children.  Therefore, chil-

dren growing up in households where books are plentiful get the “book benefit” that has been 
recognized throughout the world. 

 According to a three year research study conducted at the University of Tennessee, 

Knoxville, “It may not be enough to simply give children access to libraries, but it was the ac-
cess of books actually in the home that led to the most opportunities to read”.  We quickly 
recognized the need to put books into the hand of each student in our school and develop a 

support system for family literacy.  We believe that books can be effective tools for encourag-

ing parents to become active participants in their child’s reading.  With the help of a grant 
from the Illinois Title 1 Association, we were able to do just that.  ITA provided us with the 

funds we needed to purchase a book for each child in our school.  We were fortunate enough 

to purchase quality books for $1 per book. 

 Our reading team incorporated the book give-away during our family literacy night enti-

tled, “Spaghetti with Seuss”.  Our goal was to develop a sense of community and learning.  
Staff and community members served dinner, modeled reading strategies, played literacy/

math games with families, sang songs, performed experiments, and supplied technology for a 

“Seuss Scavenger Hunt”. The best part of the evening was handing out the free books!  The 
children were so excited and the parents were grateful. 

Thank you ITA for making a difference in the lives of our students! 

The “Ben-Gil Reading Rocks” Team 
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The ITA Board  

looks forward to a  

Harvest of Literacy  

this fall.   


