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Agenda 
 
 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 
 

5 minutes 

2. Warm-Up Activity, Review of Agenda and  
Objectives 

 

 

10 minutes 

3. History of Voting 
 

 

15 minutes 

4. What’s New & What’s the Same 
  
 

15 minutes 

5. Putting It into Practice 
  

 

20 minutes 

6. Closing Activity, Evaluation, and Certificates 
 
 
 
 

15 minutes 
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Objectives 
 

 

 

At the end of this training, trainees will be able to: 
 
 

 Understand California WIC policies regarding the National Voter Registration Act. 
 
 

 Identify the 10 languages the Voter Registration form is available in California. 
 
 

 Identify the Secretary of State requirements for annual training. 
 

 

 Practices assisting a participant complete the Voter Registration Card. 
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Activity 1 

Identify the Voter’s Rights Event 
Instructions:  
For each of the years listed, match the year with the significant change that occurred in the history 
of voting rights in United States.  Write the letter next to the correct year.  It is okay to work in pairs.  
 
 

Year  Event 

_________       1870 

 
A.  The Voting Rights Act Amendments extended right to 

vote guarantees given in the 1965 legislation. Further 

provisions for Americans with disabilities. 

_________       1920 
 

B.  The 26th Amendment lowered the voting age across the 

nation to 18. 

_________       1964 

 
C.  The 19

th
 Amendment gave women age 21 and older 

the right to vote. 

_________       1965 

 
D.  The National Voter Registration Act (aka Motor Voter) 

expanded the opportunity for convenient voter 

registration for every person of voting age by increasing 

the number of active government agencies serving as 

registries.  

_________       1971 

 
E.  The 15th Amendment guaranteed the right to vote to 

all men that were 21 or older regardless of race or ethnic 

background.  

This also gave native Americans the right to vote. But it 

wasn’t until 1965 with the Voting Rights Act that they 
pursued it more. 

_________       1982 

 
F.  The 24th Amendment made it illegal for states to 

charge poll tax to voters. 

Residents in the southern states were charged a poll 

tax of $1.00 to $1.50 in order to vote. 

_________       1993 

 
G.  State legislature instituted additional goals. 

They include: enhance voting opportunities for every 

American; increase voter registration in underserved 

communities; and remove what's left of discrimination. 

_________       2012 

 
H.  The Voting Rights Act authorized the federal 

government to take over registration of voters in areas 

where state officials had regularly prevented blacks and 

other minorities from registering to vote or cast their 

ballots through usage of literacy tests, grandfather 

clauses, and intimidation tactics. 
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Activity 2 

Name the Languages 
Instructions:  
Name the ten languages available that voter materials are available.  Time allowed 5 minutes. 
 
 

 
1.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
2.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
3.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
4.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
5.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
6.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
7.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
8.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
9.  _______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
10.  _______________________________________________________ 
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Activity 3 

Putting It into Practice 
 

 

Instructions: Break into pairs.  Practice the process of asking the new enrollee about registering 

to vote.  

 

 

Scenario 1: You are enrolling a pregnant woman.  She is Chinese and 22 years old.  She speaks 

English but is more comfortable speaking Chinese. 

 

1. She is not an American citizen. 

 

 

2. Complete the “Voter Preference Form”. 
 

 

Scenario 2: 

 

1. She recently became naturalized as an American citizen. 

 

 

2. She checks the “Yes” box on the “Voter Preference Form”. 
 

 

3.  She asks for assistance completing the “Voter Registration Form”. 
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2013 Voter Preference Form – English 

2013 Voter Preference Form – Chinese 
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Filling Out a California Voter Registration Card (VRC) 

①②③ Name: Legal name required 

④⑤⑥ Home Address: This must be the address of residence. 

• Include apartment number or space number. 

• No business addresses or P.O. Boxes. 

• If homeless, the applicant must describe location. 

⑦⑧ Mailing Address: Only if different from residence address. 

⑨ Date of Birth 

⑩ U.S. State or Foreign Country of Birth 

⑪ CDL/ID or SSN4 Federal law requires people registering to vote to fill in either:  

1) California Driver License or Identification number; or 

2) The last four digits of the Social Security number.  

Alternative: County Assigns Unique ID 

If an applicant does not have an SSN or CDL/ID, the county elections office assigns a unique 

identifying number. 

⑫ Email: (optional) 

⑬ Phone number: (optional) 

⑭ Political party preference 

• Select one.  Or optional.  If no party selected the voter may not be able to vote for some 

parties’ candidates at a primary election for U.S. President or party committee. 
• For information on California’s qualified political parties, visit the California Secretary of  

State’s website: http://voterguide.sos.ca.gov/political-parties/ 

⑮ In order to receive a vote-by-mail ballot in all elections initial in the space provided. 

⑯ If you were registered to vote before, fill out  

Recently Married/Divorced?  Recently Moved?  

New Name/Address:  If the person was registered before under a previous name or address, 

fill out the previous name and/or address section. 

Changing Political Party Preference? 

New Party Preference:  Re-register to vote with the new party preference by the15th day 

before the date of the election. 

⑰ Check the box for U.S. citizen and age by next election. 

⑱ Applicants Must Sign and Date the VRC 

• Unsigned forms are incomplete and cannot be processed by the county elections official. 

• If a person is unable to sign:   

• Make a mark; a witness 18 or over must write the voter’s name next to the mark and sign 
their own name in the green box at the bottom of the VRC.  

• Use a signature stamp; the voter must stamp and submit the VRC in front of an elections 

official. [CA Elections Code § 354.5]. 

• A power of attorney CANNOT be used. 
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Resources 

Secretary of State 

Elections Division - NVRA Coordinator 

1500 11th Street, 5th Floor 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: (916) 657-2166 

Email: nvra@sos.ca.gov 

Website:  National Voter Registration Act (NVRA) - California Secretary of State 

Additional Info 

A Guide to Voting in California (video): 

California Elections and Voter Information - Elections & Voter Information - California Secretary 

of State 

Secretary of State NVRA Website: 

 sos.ca.gov/elections/nvra/  

Voter Information:  sos.ca.gov 

 Call (800) 345-VOTE (8683)  

 TDD Only: (800) 833-8683  

County Elections Offices: 

sos.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm 

NVRA Contact Information:  

Phone: (916) 657-2166 

Fax: (916) 653-3214 

Email: nvra@sos.ca.gov 
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Appendix I 
 
 

WIC Program Manual (WPM) Policies Related to NVRA 
 
 

This training includes the most current information on voter rights.  However, some WIC policies 
may not reflect all of the updates.  Policies will be revised in the near future to reflect content from 
this training. 

 

Staff Training WPM 190-00 
  
 
NVRA Training WPM 190-30 
 
 
National Voter Registration Act WPM 700-06 


