
House of Usher Sales Brochure 
 
 You are a real estate agent  who has been assigned the task 

of selling the House of Usher from Edgar Allan Poe’s short  story. 

Your task is to write a “house for sale”  brochure designed to sell 

the Usher’s hom e, using the ReadWriteThink Print ing Press. You 

m ust  use “ real estate” -style writ ing and include the “buzz words”  

agents incorporate into their  writ ing in order to sell houses. (You 

m ay need to pick up som e flyers and/ or check the “Real Estate”  

sect ion of the newspaper for help with this.  There is also an 

online Real Estate Glossary with definit ions of term s.)  

 

 I ncluded in the brochure m ust  be a drawing of the house, a 

br ief expository history of the house and/ or its previous owners, 

the inter ior and exter ior features of the hom e and its property, 

and a disclaim er that  tells prospect ive buyers about  problem s 

with the house—both physical and supernatural. Set  a pr ice for 

the house that  is realist ic based on its features, both good and 

bad. Everything you write m ust  t ie into the story’s plot , 

character, set t ing, and them es.  

 

 

Links 

ReadWriteThink Print ing Press

ht tp: / / interact ives.m ped.org/ view_interact ive.aspx?id= 110&t it le=  

 

Real Estate Glossary

ht tp: / / houseandhom e.m sn.com / help/ glossary.aspx 

 

http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=110&title=
http://houseandhome.msn.com/help/glossary.aspx
http://interactives.mped.org/view_interactive.aspx?id=110&title=
http://houseandhome.msn.com/help/glossary.aspx


Nam e __________________________ 

 

Rubric for  Sales Brochure 
 

Real estate brochure is writ ten in persuasive 

m ode using stylist ic writ ing including “buzz 

words”  

_____/ 25 

Picture of the house is appropriate and 

m atches the story’s set t ing 

_____/ 10 

Brief history of the house and its previous 

owners is accurate, inform at ive, and based 

on the story’s plot  

_____/ 20 

Features of the house are based on the story _____/ 10 

Features of the property on which the house 

sits are based on those in the story 

_____/ 10 

Disclaim er discloses problem s with the house 

and it s form er occupants that  are based on 

plot  events 

_____/   5 

Docum ent  is in pam phlet  form  _____/   5 

Appropriate pr ice included _____/   5 

Student  nam e on brochure _____/   5 

Story t it le ( in quotes)  and author’s nam e 

included 

_____/   5 

TOTAL _ _ _ / 1 0 0  

 

 


