
Epitaph Assignment 
 

For this assignm ent  you will create a tom bstone and 

an epitaph for one of the deceased characters from  

Ham let :  Ham let , King Claudius, Gert rude, Ophelia, 

Laertes, or Polonius.  

An epitaph is the a prose or poet ic form  of words 

suited for inscript ion on a tom b. An epitaph m ay take 

the form  of appeals from  the dead to passers-by or of 

descript ions of the dead person’s m erits. 

Your epitaph should capture the essence of your character by using 

descript ive words, phrases, and figurat ive language. The tone of your 

epitaph should m atch your at t itude as a reader toward the character you 

write about . The language of your epitaph should appeal to the senses of the 

reader to help convey the real m eaning of your character. 

As you design the tom bstone that  publishes your epitaph, keep in m ind the 

spir it  of the character and the tone of your writ ing. Decorate the piece with 

them es and im ages that  support  your character ’s personality and stat ion in 

life. 

 


