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1. Name of Propertv

historic name Lincoln Liberty Life Insurance Ruildirrg

othgr names/site numbor l itt le Building, USlife Buildirrg / T.Cl :1:Cq-48

2. Location

3. Classification

Ownership of Property

lxl private

E public-local

f] public-State

f] public-Federal

Category of Property

Q ouitoinglsl

I district

fl site

l-l structure

I object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

1 0 bui ldings

o 0 sites

O 0 structures

0 0 objects

I 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously

listed in the National Register 0
Name of related multiple property listing:

street & nunrber 113 No-th I lth st.oor LJ not for publication n/'

city, town Lincotn
stals Nebr^skF code NE county T.on.estp"' codo I oq zip codo 6RqoR

As the designated authority under the National Historic Pr€servation Act of 1966, as amendod, I hereby certity that lhis

Lllnomination Ll request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards lor registering properlies in the

National Registgr of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional roquirements sot torth in 35 CFR Part 60.

meets l-] Oo", not meet the National Ftegister criteria. I S"" continuation sheet.

7-c. /, t7f7
Date

'y,':^,"'fr')
of certifying

State or Federal agency and bureau

|nmyopin ion, thm;ndoesnotmeet theNat ionalRegistercr i ter ia .ns""cont inuat ionsheet .

Signature of commenting or other otficial Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification

l, hereby, certify that this property is:

n entered in the National Register.

E S"" continuation sheet.

l_l determined eligible for the National

Register. [_l S"" continuation sheet.

[_l determined not eligible for the

National Register.

[-l removed from the National Register.

[-l other, (explain:)

Signature of the KeePer Date of Action
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6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE : busJ.ness

COMMERCE/TRA-DE :  special ty store

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
COIO{ERCE/ TMDE : husiness

7. Deg. ripllgn
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

MODERN MOVEMENT: Art Deco

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundat ion not v is ib le

wal ls br ick

Ij,TE 19TH & EARLY 2OTT{ CENTURY linrestone

AMERICAN MOVEMENTS: Commercial Style tool not visible

other copper-c lad marquee

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Lincoln Liberty Life Insuranee Building ( LLL Buildlng) in downtown
Lincoln, Lancaster 'County, Nebraska ls a six-story, f lat-roofed, steel and
reinforced concrete bui lding with buff brick veneer and l imestone tr in on the
prineipal (south and east) facades and paLnted red brick on the secondary
(north and west) sides. The bui lding has f i f ty feet of front,age on nOn Street
and 142 feet on North 1 1 th Street. The principal facades are organized
vert lcal ly into three parts: the storefront level at the base, the body of the
buildlng ( floors two to five) , and a wide crowning frieze whieh contalns the

added sixt,h f loor. Major alterat ions to the exterior (since the 1936 redeslgn
of the 1907-8 bui lding) consisted of the replacement of double hung windows
with metal awning windows in the 1950s, and brieklng ln of the storefronts in

the 1 970s. Both changes were reversed in the reeent rehabil l tat ion,
substantial ly restoring the integri ty of the 1936 design and materials. The

interior is mueh nore altered, but the princlpal vestibule and elevator lobby
have a hlgh degree of integrl ty.

The Llncoln Liberty Llfe Bui ldlng is a six-story, steel and reinforced

concrete off ice bui lding faced with buff brick and l lnestone on the south and

east facades and red brick on the north and west. The prlneipal south and east

facades eonsist of three vert ical parts--storefront, middle f loors, and

crowning, sixth f loor fr leze. fn analyzing the eument bui ldlng, l t  is useful

to understand that the structune originated ln 190T as a f ive-story off ice

building (see hlstoric photo) ,  then was substantiat ly remodeled ln 1936. The

exterlor changes were concentrated on the botton and top of the bui ldlngt
altering the storefronts and adding the marquee at the base and removing the

eornlee and replaeing i t  wtth a new top f loor.
The storefronts were inf i l led with buff brick in 1975, but were reopened in

the rehabil i tat ion of 19t1. Buff briek piers matehing the upper stories have

been bui l t  and wide storefront windows have been instal led. The copper-elad

marquee survived the t70s remodeling, along with transom openings above the

narquee and a deeorated stone band above the transons--aLl features of the 1 936
renodellng of the bui lding.

The middle f loors ref lect sinple, Connercial Style detai l ing, with pier and

spandrel treatment of f loors two through four. The f i f th f loor is set apart,  by

shallow, banded rustication in the brickrvork and a proJecting slI I  course.

E See continuation sheet
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Orlglnally that sill course eontlnued around the corners as a seeondary
cornlce, but the horlzontal dlvislon was deenphasLzed ln 1936 by removlng the
corner port lons. Metal-f t 'am€r awnlng-type wlndows lrere lnstal led ln the
1950s.  Those were renoved in  the 1987 rehabi l i ta t lon and replaced wl th double
hung, one-over-one sl idlng sash wlndows modeled on those which were instal led
in 1907 and which remalned ln place through the remodeling of the 1930s,

The top f loor is the nost noteworthy feature of the bui lding. f t  ls
treated on the south and east sldes as a tal l ,  wlndowless, l imestone fnieze,
subtly stepped back and enrlehed wlth two bands of shal low, angular rel lef
earving of the Art Deco style. The lower band consists of styI lzed, repeti t lve
organic forms, while the top band lncorporates chevrons and dogtooth motlfs,
and a sawtooth prof l le against the slqr. The top f loor has w j .ndows on the west
and north secondary facades.

The main entrance to the bul ldlng ls on the east side, one bay from the
north end, The outer vestj .bule and inner lobby are largely intact and are the
most signif lcant intenior features. Both areas have hlghly f igured narble
walls and r ichly nolded plaster cornices. The vestibule also features punched

metal venti lator covers, leaded glass slcyl ights ( i l luninated by the transons
above the maryuee) , and a metal and glass hanging llght fixfure . The lobbyf s
Art Deeo elements also include the bronze nai l  box and elevator doors, painted

in imltat lon of wood inlay. Ltt t le else in the interlor ref lects elther the
1907 orlginal eonstruetlon or 1936 renodellng, exeept for the elevator doors
paint,ed wlth an nLLLn logo on most f loors and the noldlngs decoratlng the
stairs west of the elevator .

The LLL Buildlng is located on the northwest corner of 1 1 th and nOn Streets

in downtown Linco1n, Nebraska, two blocks south of the commercial treentern of
the elty at 13th and nOn Streets. The area ls characterized by eonmerej.al
structures of wldely varled date, size and materials. At the north end of the

same block as LLL Building is the eleven-story, red brick and l lmestone Hote1

Cap l ta l  (LCt3 :C9-109r  l l s ted  on  the  NRHP ln  1983) .  Sou th  ac ross  nOn S t ree t  l s

the s lx-s tory,  grey terra cot ta GoIdrs and Company Store Bui ld lng (CB-301,

l ls ted on NR ln 1982) .  Both have undergone eer t l f led h is tor le

rehabil i tat lons, One block east of the LLL Building ls the Security Mutua1

Bulldlng (Ca-z, NRHP l lsted ln 1979), on the northeast corner of 12th and rOn

Streets. These two hlstorle, corner off lce bui ldings are expected to gain

lnportance in the next few years in malntalnlng the traditlonal urban design of
n0n Street, braeketing a pLanned redevelopnent proJeet which wil l  replace al l

the structures on north side of the 1 1 00 block of nOn Street.
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8. Statement of Significance

Certitying otficial has considered thg significance ol this properly in relation to other propgrties:

I nationally f] *atewide S tocalty

Applicable National Rsgist€r Critsria nA fle EC f]o

critsria Considorations (Excoptions) nn ne f]C no ne nr Ee

Arsas of Signilicancs (enter categories from instructions) Poriod ot Signilicance Signiticant Dateg
archi tecturearchi teca ture 1936 1936

Cultural Affiliation
n / a

Significant Person
n / a

ArchitecUBuilder
Meginnis,  Harry (Meginnis & Schaumberg)

Schjurnberg. Edward G. (Meginnis & Schaumberg)

Stat6 significance ot property, and rustify critgria, criteria considsrations, and araas and psriods ot signiticance notod abov€.

The LincoJ.n Liberty Ltfe Bulldtng 1s localLy slgnlfLcant in the area of
architecture as one of Llncolnrs best Art Deco style bulldlngs, especially rare
In thls Locale and style for. lts substantLal scale and relatlvely t"lch
ornaDent.

The LLL Building orlglnated ln 1907-8 as the Lit t le Bui lding, a f ive-stopyr
Commerclal-Style retai l  and off iee bul lding with storefronts on the ground
floor, no marquee, and a sLmple projeeting cornice. The architects of the
Li t t le  Bui ld ing were Flske (Ferd inand C.)  and Dieman (Chas A.) .  F lske was an
early and prol l f le Lincoln architect, who praetieed here from 1 BB7 unti l  his
death in  1930.  Dur ing thei r  par tnership f rom 1902-1910,  F lske mainta lned a
Lineoln off ice while Dieman worked fron Cedar Raplds, fowa. Fiske was
archltect for more than a dozen houses in the Mt. Enerald Hlstoric Residential
Dis t r ie t  ( l is tea on the NRHp in 1980)r  3s wel l  as for  the lnd iv idual ly  l is ted
Barr Terraee (eB-Zf ,  NRHP BT 9) and l{unicipal Water and power Stat ion (E6-2 ,
NRHP 1986) ,  designed in  par tnershlp wi th Harry Meglnnis .

Fiske and Diemanr s Lit , t , Ie Bui lding was a competent Commercial Style design,
but  ls  ec l lpsed local Iy  by such examples as the Termlnal  Bul ld ing (C8-298,  NRHP
1986),  01d Fi rs t  Nat lonal  Bank Bui ld ing (CB-350) ,  Mi l1er  and paine Departnent
store (c8-362) ,  and secur i ty  Mutuat  Bui ld ing (cg-2,  NnHP lg7g) .

tLL rnsurance company acquired the Lit t le Bui ldlng in 1 936 and thoroughly
renodeled i t  for approximately $tgOr000, after designs by Meginnis and
Schaunberg. Harry Meginnls had been Ferd Fiskets partner from 191T through
1925; ln the final year of thelr association Schar:nberg was also a partner.
The 1936 redesi.gn can therefore be consldered the product of a sueeessor flrm
to the orlglnal architeet.

Lincoln has a mere handful of Art Deco style bul ldings, which are general ly
of small  scale and nodest deeoratlon. The two-story Union Bus Depot (300 S.
13fh '  ca.  1930,  Davis  and Wi lson) ,  wl th  chevron decorated spandrels ;  and the
one-story Skel ley Gas Station and Safeway Groeery Store (Z6OO and 2620 n0n

Sfreet ,  1936 and 1937, Jesse B. Ml1ler) ,  with namow, carved l inestone fr lezes
and deeorated narquees, are characterist ic of the seale and ornamentation found
locaIly. The three-story Phi Delta Theta Fraternity House ( tS4S nRn, 1937 ,

El See continuation sheet
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M. I,  Aitken) lras l lsted on NRHP ln 1986 for l ts loca1 archltectural

slgnif icance. That l inestone-elad bui ldlng is mosL noteworthy for i ts eublc
nasslng and currred, glass-block eorner. The two-story Christ ian Record

Bu l ld lng  (3705  S .  4B th ,  F3-113 ,  1936 ,  Fe l i x  A .  Lo renz)  was  l l s ted  in  1986
prinarl ly for social, /hunanlfarlan slgnlf leance, although l t  also has local
arehlteetural slgnlf leanee as the Art Deco work of a bul ldtng/destgner. The

only other tal l  off iee bui ldlng ln Lineoln wlth Art Deeo elenents Ls the Stuart
Bui ld tng ( t3 t t r  and nPn,  C9-3,  1927,  Davis  and Wl lson)r  whleh eomblnes st ,epped

nasslng and f luted spandrels with conslderable Gothic style tr ln, Lncludlng
gargoyles.

The 1936 renodel lng of  the t l t t le  Bui ld ing in to the LLL Bui ld lng lnc luded a
thorough reworking of the interlor. The vestibule and elevator lobby retain
strong elements of the Art Deco style, lncludlng highly f lgured and contrasting

narble walls and angular, repetl t ive plasten' lork cornlces. Even raner is the

survlval of nore ephemeral Art Deeo f ixtures such as the vestibulet s ventl- lator
grl l ls, art glass skyl ights, and cel l ing larnpr and the }obbyt s mallbox and

elevator doors.
0n the exterlor, the redesign coneentrated on the botton and top f loors.

Whlle the 1936 storefronts have been lost, the f lut,ed and banded narquee ls

intaet, along of a wlde l imestone beltcourse of low rel lef decoratLon between

the narquee and the seeond story windows. The remodellng left the simple

mld-section of the 1907 bui lding nearly untouehed, saving the greaLest effort

for the bui ldlngf s eap. A simple, wlde cornLce above the f l f th f loor was

removed and a windowless slxth f loor was added, wlth l inestone faelng treated

as a wlde fr ieze. Most of the exterior changes in 1936 deemphaslzed the

horizontal dlvisLons that characterized the original Connerclal Style deslgnt

wlth l ts clearly demareated base, shaftr aDd cap. The removal of the cornlce

above the storefronts, reduetlon of the cornlce below the f i f th f loor wlndowst

and replacement of the crownlng cornice wlth a Low-rel lef fr ieze enphaslze

vertLcal l ty and espeelal ly lead the eye to the carved stone cap.

ft ,  is characterist lc of t incolnrs pauelty of Art Deco style bul ldlngs that

our largest and most prominent example is a remodeling. Fortunately, the

rnlddle floors of the orlglnal 1 907 building are slnple enough so as not to

eonfl tet with the 1936 base and capr glving the reworked bui lding a unity and

elarl ty of style. The later storefront and upper wLndow alterat lons that

detraeted from the 1 936 design were syrnpathetieal ly reworked ln the 1981

rehabl l l ta t lon.
LLL Bul ld lng was evaluated for  NRHP el lg ib l l i ty  ln  1986,  ln  conneet ion wi th

a federal ly assisted downtown redevelopment. The Clty of Lincoln evaluated the

bullding as potential ly el lgib1e and the Nebraska SHPO concurred. A result lng

Memorandum of Agreement between the Clty, NeSHPO, and Advisory Council on

Hlstor ic  Preservat ion (s igned Apr l l  T t  1986)  encourages eer t l f led

rehabll i tat lons of el igible bul ldlngs, lneluding the Llneoln Llberty t i fe

fnsurance Co, Bui ldlng. fn support of the 1987 centi f ied historlc

rehabll i tat ion, a nPart 1--EvaluatLon of Slgnlf icancen was subnltted to the

National Park Servlee, which nade a prel inlnary deterulnation that the property

appeared to neet the crl terla for l lstJ.ng on the Natlonal Reglster.
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Verbal Boundary Description

Th is  p roper ty  i s  descr ibed as

Lancaster County,  Nebraska.

Lo ts  20  and 2L ,  B lock  42 ,  Or ig ina l  P la t ,  L inco ln ,

f] See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

These boundar ies include al l  the property histor ical ly associated with the

Lincoln Liberty Li fe Insurance Bui ld ing.

I See continuation sheet
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s t ree t  &  number555  So r r t h  l  O th  S t ree t tefephone (4oz) 4t t--t Lot

city or town T . i n  n n l  n state Nehra.qke zip code 6R50R



Photo 1 of 6. View (c1912) from southeast of  Little Bldg.  Photo by Beautiful Lincoln, Lincoln: Woodruff Printing, 



Photo 2 of 6. View from southeast of south & east facades.  
Photo by Ed Zimmer, 1987, Lincoln Planning Department (8711/1:4a) 

Photo 3 of 6. View from northeast of east & north facades.  
Photo by Ed Zimmer, 1987, Lincoln Planning Department (8711/1:8a) 



Photo 4 of 6. View from southeast showing detail of marquee & storefronts.  
Photo by Ed Zimmer, 1987, Lincoln Planning Department (8711/1:11a) 



Photo 5 of 6. View from south showing detail of top floors, south façade.  
Photo by Ed Zimmer, 1987, Lincoln Planning Department (8711/1:15a) 

Photo 6 of 6. View from southeast showing southeast corner of 6th floor frieze.  
Photo by Ed Zimmer, 1987, Lincoln Planning Department (8711/1:18a) 


