
Planting Water Lilies
by Paul Thompson

I’m on a t raining mission in Cuba, the f irst  of two planned for this year. At  this moment  I’m in Holguín, a

city of almost  half a million in the eastern ext reme of the island. Known as the intellectual cent re of

Cuba, the city boasts of numerous universit ies, a school for the arts, theat res and a symphony

orchest ra.  I am sit t ing on a veranda overlooking a principle thoroughfare. Bikes, horse drawn buggies,

an ambulant  baker announcing fresh bread, t ricycle taxis, an ambulance siren in the background, a t ruck

fumigat ing the city cast ing a huge white cloud, I feel

like I’m on a movie set  located somewhere in

southeastern Asia. It ’s relaxing just  to sit  and watch

the city, perhaps 50 or maybe a 100 years behind

history, so far removed from the bust le of modern

America, yet  so close.

M y mission consists of t raining nat ional workers

and pastors in the disciplines related to church

plant ing and mult iplicat ion. About  30 men (some

bring their wives) gather from the whole region to

interact  on their lives and minist ry and receive

encouragement  and orientat ion. On this occasion

I’m giving an overview of Scripture, emphasizing its unity and the mission of God “ to f ill the earth with

his glory” . Cell phones are scarce, t he Internet  is prohibited, so dist ract ions are reduced.  It ’s a great

privilege to teach eager, recept ive people.

Like a t ree loaded with ripe fruit , Cuba’s hour is now. We all know that  left  untended the fruit  will be

eaten by birds or drop and rot  on the ground. Our task as missionaries is to prepare men and women to

harvest  the fruit . For years right  in the centre of the island, Los Pinos Nuevos, a Bible seminary, served

as a catalyst  for evangelism and church plant ing. Today the circumstances call for decent ralized t raining.

Seizing the moment , nat ional church leaders have the goal of  establishing 10 t raining cent res

throughout  the island within the next  10 years. These cent res are nothing elaborate, usually housed in

churches where t rainees can gather for f ive days of intensive input  and discussion.

The result  of this t raining has been explosive growth. Living on meagre means and confront ing

incredible odds, these faithful warriors come to us weary and war-torn. They need a place to unload, to

share their frust rat ions as well as tell of their victories. The interact ion is lively and rich. The t rainers,

veteran church planters themselves, supply informat ion, clarify issues, and share tools for minist ry.  In

this case, all my t raining sessions are on video so that  each part icipant  can take them back to their

house churches. (Continued on next page)



Paul Thompson and some of his students

The paradigm of the cent ralized

cinder block schoolhouse is

quickly giving way to the house

church. Hundreds of homes are

opening up, whole communit ies

are being reached, the gospel is

penet rat ing the cit ies, block

after block. While evangelism at

one t ime was rest ricted to rural

areas, today the great  cit ies of

Cuba are the target .  Each

t raining centre is in a key city.

Today Cuba is a nat ion on the

verge of bankruptcy. M any

goods which at  one t ime were manufactured locally now need to be imported. I not iced arriving at  the

airport  the lack of toilet  paper. I inquired and found out  that  there was a nat ional shortage. I wrote my

wife and told her that  I had been negligent  in failing to bring a couple of rolls. While the food was

abundant  at  the seminar, we had no napkins, something the Cuban hardly not ices. Because of the

scarcity, pastors have to scramble to make ends meet .  M ost  of them are dirt  poor. I was invited for

supper by a pastor and was appalled by his living condit ions.  The house was unpainted cinder block

without  plaster, a zinc roof full of holes.  Table and chairs were honed from unfinished lumber, yet  not  a

word of complaint  or excuses. The evening was spent  in stories of conversions, in fact , the mot ive of the

visit  was that  a Jehovah’s Witness had come to Christ  through my tape series on the gospel and wanted

an interview.

It  is obvious that  these seminars need to be subsidized. We cannot  bring

these leaders to a cent ral place, feed and house them without  f inancial

help. I just  said goodbye to a young pastor from Guantanamo, about  300

kilomet res from here. He left  us about  2 pm after the seminar closed and

won’t  get  home unt il early tomorrow morning, if  he is lucky. Since there is

no regulated public t ransportat ion and none of the part icipants have their

own cars, they have to rely on the goodwill of passersby. So we supply a

lit t le for t ransportat ion money, then feed and house them while at  the

seminars.

As a part ing gift  one of the young art ists at tending

the seminar presented me with a paint ing of a

water lily. He explained how the water lily

grows in swampy, muddy water, yet  it  has

the ability to purify the water surrounding

it . He said, we live in a swamp, all around

us is dirty, smelly, stagnant  water. Every

t ime we plant  a church, the atmosphere

around us is purif ied; and the more we

plant , the clearer t he water becomes.
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Students on the Los Pinos Nuevos Seminary Campus

The Los Pinos Nuevos Seminary
by Omar Bada, Rector

God is doing great things among us, especially in the Los Pinos Nuevos Seminary.  He has greatly blessed us,

blessed us to such an extent that moment by moment we feel His presence with us in every aspect of what

takes place.

By God’s grace, during the spring semester we were able to

continue offering all our exist ing programs and began to

offer two new study programs.  What are our Mission and

Vision?  Why do we exist?  We prepare those who will lead

local churches, we prepare those who will lead nationally. 

And what are the two new programs?  I’ll get back to them.

Vision.  Our vision is to be an academic inst itut ion which

serves local churches in the expansion of God’s Kingdom. 

We do this through the formation of the character of Christ

in those who have been called to ministry and come to us.

Mission.   Our mission is to fully train pastors and leaders; to develop and prepare them to be able to minister in

the context of our society in a way which enables the formation of mult iplying healthy  churches, reproducing

churches, which impact society with the life and power of the Gospel. 

We are continuing with our full program of residence and distance education courses which lead to a Bachelor’s

Degree in Theology and Bible.  We minister through the main seminary location as well as through seven

regional centres spread throughout the country.  Our total number of students, spread across Cuba, now

numbers 768.  They are in many programs, not just our degree level programs.  Here is how it  all breaks down.

Bachelors Degree in Theology and Bible 311

Masters Degree in Biblical Studies 132

Diploma in Biblical Studies   51

Cert ificate in Church Planting   34

Cert ificate in Biblical Counselling   24

Cert ificate in Liturgy   16

Diploma in Christ ian Education 200

By the grace of God we began new programs of Bachelor’s Degree and Masters Degree Post Graduate programs

in Theology and Bible and in Biblical Studies, now available at the seminary.  This brings upon us a great

challenge and also a struggle.  As we move forward we do so counting upon God’s help and presence.  We truly

appreciate the help of Christ ians and inst itut ions around the world who are willing to help us in the extension of

God’s Kingdom in Cuba.  For all who help us we have many projects and needs.  These are the foremost:

1. Pray for us and support us always, for without prayer we can do nothing.

2. We are urgently in need of funds to print books and the basic study materials which are used in each of our

courses.

We have many, many needs, but we thank God that in His mercy He shows his goodness to us each day.  He is

watching over us.



What Can We Do?

What can we do to help the Church in Cuba?  What  can you do?  What  can your church do to help? 

There are many needs, many ways to help.

< The Los Pinos Nuevos Seminary needs financial assistance in order to cont inue to prepare

pastors and church planters for minist ry.

     

< The denominat ion needs funds to support  many projects and act ivit ies  

< Help is needed to support  ongoing t raining of pastors and lay leaders  as out lined in the art icle

writ ten by Paul Thompson

< Your church could make a missions t rip to Cuba to help a church or the Los Pinos Nuevos

Seminary.

Would you like more information?  Would you like to know about current  Cuba Projects and ways

in which you or your church can help in Cuba minist ry?  Or about  a missions t rip to Cuba?  

Write to:   Gary.Clow@worldteam.org

or to one of the addresses on the form below.

    Would you like to be involved in supporting ministry in Cuba?  Your donation will help provide the things

   Cuban churches cannot provide for themselves.

    Yes, I want to have a part in ministry in Cuba  I am enclosing my gift  of   $__________________________________

     G Where Most Needed in Cuba Ministries (40503)

     G For the Los Pinos Nuevos Seminary  (40507)

     G For Training of Pastors and Church Planters  (40511)

     G Pastors Retirement Home Project   (040528)  

Name__________________________________________________

Address________________________________________________

State/Prov_______________________________________________

ZIP/Postal Code ________________________________________

Please mail your gift with this form
to the office nearest you:

 AUSTRALIA                       USA

 5 Court Street          1431 Stuckert Road

      Box Hill              Warrington, PA

  Victoria 3121                   18976

Tel  3-9879-6377            CANADA Tel  215-491-4900

7575 Danbro Cres 

Mississauga, ON

L5N 6P9

Tel  905-821-6300

Gifts toward the ministry of World Team are acknowledged and receipted with an official receipt for income tax purposes (except Australia). Spending of the funds

is confined to Board approved programs, including remuneration of personnel and ministry expenses. Each gift designated toward an approved program will be

used with the understanding that when a given need has been met these designated funds will be directed where most needed.
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