
SBE Meeting  06/2010 Attachment : LFI 1 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Title: Recommendations for Preliminary Approval of 2010 Charter School Applications 
 

Type of Executive Summary: 
  Action  Action on First Reading   Discussion   Information 

Policy Implications: 

  Constitution       

  General Statute # 115C-238.29D(b)     

  SBE Policy #      

  SBE Policy Amendment 

  SBE Policy (New) 

  APA #      

  APA Amendment 

  APA (New) 

  Other       

 

Presenter(s): Mr. Philip Price (Chief Financial Officer, Financial and Business Services) and  

Mr. Jack Moyer (Director, Office of Charter Schools) 

 

Description:  
As per NCGS 115C-238.29D(b), the State Board of Education may authorize no more than 100 charter schools.  

There will be (1) opening for a preliminary charter at the beginning of the 2010-11 school year.   The State Board of 

Education voted that seven (7) applications warranted review and interviews, June 1, 2010.  Please see seven 

recommended applicants listed below.  (SBE Policy TCS-U-012 is attached). 

 

Bear Grass Charter School 

Leadership Learning Academy 

Piedmont IT Academy 

Richard Milburn Academy 

Spruce Pine Montessori 

Union Independent School 

Water’s Edge Village Academy 

 

The school receiving preliminary approval will undergo rigorous training as per the expectations set by the state and 

federal government for operation of a public charter school. The applicant will further develop the bylaws, policies, 

and procedures that are deemed necessary for the effective and efficient operation of a charter school.  The SBE will 

review the progress of the school no later than the March 2011 SBE meeting when final approval may be granted.

 

Resources:   
N/A

  

Input Process:

Charter school applicants, local education agencies, parents, teachers, students, LFI Committee, and the Department 

of Public Instruction. 

 

Stakeholders: 

Charter school applicants, local education agencies, parents, teachers, students, and the Department of Public 

Instruction. 

 

Timeline For Action: 

This item is presented for action during the June 2010 SBE meeting. 

 

Recommendations: 
The Department of Public Instruction recommends the SBE chooses one of the seven listed schools for a preliminary 

charter. 



------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Audiovisual equipment requested for the presentation:  

 Data Projector/Video (Videotape/DVD and/or Computer Data, Internet, Presentations-PowerPoint preferred) 

Specify:       

 Audio Requirements (computer or other, except for PA system which is provided) 

Specify:       

 Document Camera (for transparencies or paper documents – white paper preferred) 

      

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Motion By: ______________________________ Seconded By: ______________________________ 

Vote: Yes __________ No __________ Abstain __________ 

Approved  __________ Disapproved __________ Postponed __________ Revised __________ 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Person responsible for SBE agenda materials and SBE policy updates: Janice Ham  807-3491 

 



NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Policy Manual 

Policy Identification 

Priority:  Twenty – First Century Systems  

Category:  Charter Schools Administration 

Policy ID Number:  TCS-U-012 

Policy Title:   Charter School Application and Review Process  

Current Policy Date:   12/3/2009 

Other Historical Information:   

Statutory Reference:   G.S. 115C-238.29A, G.S. 115C-238.29C 

Administrative Procedures Act (APA) Reference Number and Category:    

(a)  Deadline for Filing Charter School Applications. 

(1)   Applications for charters must be received in the Office of Charter Schools, Room 229, 

301 N. Wilmington Street, Raleigh, North Carolina, no later than 5:00 p.m. on the date 

specified in the charter school application packet for that year.   

(2)  Applications received in the Office of Charter Schools after the deadline specified in 

(a)(1) shall not be considered. 

 

(b) Rejection of Incomplete Applications. 

The Office of Charter Schools shall review all timely applications and shall reject 

incomplete applications. 

 

(c)  Application Review Committee Responsibilities. 

 (1)  The SBE shall appoint an Application Review (AR) Committee of no more than seven 

(7) persons.  At least one member of the AR Committee shall have expertise in curriculum 

and one member shall have expertise in business management.  Membership on the AR 

Committee should include persons who are or have been: 

(i) members of a local board of education; 

(ii) members of a board of a private nonprofit that operates a charter school or 

officers or employees of a charter school; and 

(iii) members of the business community.   

(2)  The AR Committee shall review each complete application and determine whether the 

application: 

(i)  meets all the requirements of the Charter School Act, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-

238.29A et seq.;  

(ii)  would achieve one or more of the purposes set forth in G.S. 115C-238.29A; 

(iii) contains viable governance, business, and education plans; and  

(iv) satisfies any other requirements adopted by the SBE. 
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(3)  Of the applications which meet the requirements in (c)(2), the AR Committee shall 

forward to the SBE those applications which a majority of the AR Committee agrees 

warrant SBE review. 

 

(d) SBE Review of Applications and Award of Charters  

(1)  The SBE may interview or request information from applicants, their officers, agents or 

employees or other persons having information regarding the charter application reviewed  

by the AR Committee.  

(2)  When awarding charters, the SBE shall give priority consideration to the applicants who 

demonstrate potential for significant, meaningful innovation in education.  

(3)  When determining whether to award a charter, the SBE may consider any factor that it 

determines will promote the purposes of the Charter School Act, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-

238.29A et seq., including but not limited to the extent to which the application: 

(i)  Reflects the applicant’s commitment to the purposes of the charter school law 

stated in N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-238.29A; 

(ii)  Promotes innovation through charter schools;  

(iii) Reflects the applicant’s planning, research and understanding of educational 

issues, including budgeting, financing and accounting; 

(iv)  Demonstrates the applicant’s commitment to strong governance, including 

active participation of a large, diverse and locally-based board;  

(v)  Contains proper articles of incorporation and by-laws;  

(vi) Contains a sound budget that accurately reflects anticipated revenues and costs; 

including costs associated with maintenance of the school facilities and projected 

growth;  

(vii)  Describes student admission requirements that comply with N.C. Gen. Stat. § 

115C-238.29F(g), including a lottery system that satisfies N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-

238.29F(g)(6);   

(viii)  Describes a sound plan for acquisition and utilization of an adequate facility;  

(ix)  Describes a sound five (5) year marketing plan that promotes a diverse learning 

environment; and 

(x) Any other factor that it determines will promote the purposes of the Charter 

School Act, N.C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-238.29A et seq. 

(4)  The SBE may award a charter to any applicant that submits an application that meets the 

requirements set forth in the statute and adopted by the SBE and when awarding the charter 

would achieve one or more of the purposes set forth in NC. Gen. Stat. 115C-238.29A.   
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SBE Meeting 06/2010 LFI 2 

      

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Title: Program Approval Requests Under the Innovative Education Initiatives Act  
 

Type of Executive Summary: 
  Action   Action on First Reading    Discussion   Information 

Policy Implications: 

  Constitution       

  General Statute #115C-238.50 Part 9 (General Session 2003-277 – Senate Bill (656) 

  SBE Policy #      

  SBE Policy Amendment 

  SBE Policy (New) 

  APA #      

  APA Amendment 

  APA (New) 

  Other       

 

Presenter(s): Mr. Rob Hines (Director, LEA Projects) 

  

Description: 

An Act to Establish the Innovative Education Initiatives Act, Section 2, Article 16 of Chapter 115C-238, Part 9, 

Cooperative Innovative High School Programs authorizes boards of trustees of community colleges and local boards 

of education, boards of governors of the UNC System and the independent colleges to jointly establish cooperative 

innovative programs in high schools and community colleges that will expand students’ opportunities for education 

success through high quality instructional programming.  These cooperative innovative high school programs shall 

target: 

• high school students who are at risk of dropping out of high school before attaining a high school 

diploma, or  

• high school students who would benefit from accelerated academic instruction.   

 

GS 115C-238.53, (f) states “Except as provided in this Part and pursuant to the terms of the agreement, a program is 

exempt from laws and rules applicable to a local board of education, a local school administrative unit, a community 

college, or a local board of trustees of a community college.” 

 

Cumberland County Schools experienced several personnel issues that prevented them from submitting this 

application by the first week of February 2010 when the others were received, and staff allowed the district extra 

time to ensure they were able to complete the application.  The attachment for this item includes a copy of their 

application for a program/school under this legislation. Please note that the application is preceded by a document 

that lists the legislatively-defined minimum requirements for approval and an indication as to whether the 

application meets each of the criteria.  The document contains additional information that may be of interest to SBE 

members as they evaluate the application.  

 

Resources:  

N/A 

 

Input Process: 
LEA personnel and members of the CIHS Joint Advisory Committee, including representatives from the NC 

Community College System, UNC-General Administration, NC Independent Colleges and Universities, NC New 

Schools Project, and NC DPI. 

 

Stakeholders: 

Local Education Agencies, Community Colleges, University of North Carolina, Independent College Personnel, 

High School Students, Parents, and School Staff 

 

Timeline For Action: 

This item is presented for action on first reading during the June 2010 State Board of Education meeting. 



 

Recommendations: 

It is recommended that the SBE approve the programs and exemption requests under the Innovative Education 

Initiatives Act as presented. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Audiovisual equipment requested for the presentation:  

 Data Projector/Video (Videotape/DVD and/or Computer Data, Internet, Presentations-PowerPoint preferred) 

Specify:       

 Audio Requirements (computer or other, except for PA system which is provided) 

Specify:       

 Document Camera (for transparencies or paper documents – white paper preferred) 

      

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Motion By: ______________________________ Seconded By: ______________________________ 

Vote: Yes __________ No __________ Abstain __________ 

Approved  __________ Disapproved __________ Postponed __________ Revised __________ 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

*Person responsible for SBE agenda materials and SBE policy updates:      Teresa Rickert, 919-807-3199      

 



CIHS Programs Joint Advisory Council Application Review  1006_LFI 2_Attach   2010 

eval checklist Cumberland County  

 LEA:  Cumberland County Schools Partner Institution(s):  Fayetteville Technical Community College m :  ife Sciences High School Proposed school na e Howard Health and Lrogram purpose:     Accelerated learning P  1. Does the application contain the minimum data required by 115C‐238.51 (b)?      A description of a program that implements the purposes in G.S. 115C‐238.50. A statement of how the program relates to the Economic Vision Plan adopted for  ated.     the economic development region in which the program is to be locThe facilities to be used by the program and the manner in which adm  inistrative services of the program are to be provided.     A description of student academic and vocational achievement goals and the method of demonstrating that students have attained the skills and knowledge specified for those goals.   A description of how the program will be operated, including budgeting, cur  riculum, transportation, and operating procedures.    ent.     The process to be followed by the program to ensure parental involvemThe process by which students will be selected for and admitted to the pro  gram.     A description of the funds that will be used and a proposed budget for the program. This description shall identify how the average daily membership (ADM) and full‐time equivalent (FTE) students are counted.   als employed in the program.     The qualifications required for individu  The number of students to be served.     A description of how the program's effectiveness in meeting the purposes in .S. 115C‐238.50 will be measured. G 



CIHS Programs Joint Advisory Council Application Review  1006_LFI 2_Attach   2010 

eval checklist Cumberland County  

   2. Add ards: itional relevant program information useful to governing bo
• This is a school‐within‐a‐school model serving grades 9‐12. 
• The school is designed to prepare students for post‐secondary education and careers in the health field. 
• Local data included with the application indicates a need for individuals to fill health‐care related fields in the region. 
• The school currently exists as a health sciences–focused campus but was not previously part of the Cooperative Innovative program; district leadership wishes to formalize the school’s participation in the Cooperative Innovative program. 
• No additional funding for a principal or other positions should be requested.  Recommended for SBE Approval?      Yes Additional SBE waivers?        No Community college system waivers?    No 0.6.1[R]?   Meets UNCGA rules per Regulation 40 N/A eets NCICU Academic Affairs rules?    N/A M 


















































