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No replacement for Vilasrao in Maharashtra Cong

§ TH RADHUNATHA | MUMBAI

' In Vilasrao Peshmukb’s
- tuntimely  death, the
+ Maharashtra Congtess has suf-
+fered an irreparable setback.
1 For, currently, there is no other
tleader in the State Congress,
1 who has his stanate, oratory and
+ pan-Maharashtra image. The
; Congress witl miss him badb
"in the 2014 Assembly and LOK
: Sabha polls in Mabarashtra.
Though the Congress has
senior State party leaders like
Union  Home Minister
Sushilkumnar Shinde and Chief
i Minister Prithviraj Chavan,
the two leaders do not enjoy as
-much popularity across the

State or the connect with party
workers at the grassroat level as
Vilasrao had.

Nor are they as maverick or
potiticalty savvy as Deshmukh
was in taking on the likes of
Sharad Pawar in the States
competitive coalition politics
on cne hand and opponents
like the Sena-BJP alliance and
MNS on the other.

Coming from the domi-
nant Maratha community,
Vilasrao was the Congress’
answer to Pawar. Even when
Pawar was in the Congress,
Deshmukh was always his
adversary. During his two
tenures as the Chief Minister,
Deshmukh had resisted as
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much as he could to check the
growth of the Pawar-founded
ruling NCP in the State,
After the 2004 State
Assembly polt which saw the
NCP bag as many as 72 seats out

| seTBack |

of the 124 seats it had contest-
ed and the Congress win 69
seats out of the 157 seats it had
conzested, the Sharad Pawar
party — being the senior part-
net i terms of numbers —
could have easily staked a strong
claim for the Chiethinisters

. But, it did not happen.
WPawar may have ha(fﬁls rea-

soning not to make an issue of
the Chief Minister’s post, but
Vilasrao made the most of the
situation and succeeded in con-
vincing his party high com-
mand that he was better placed
to deal with a stronget NCP than
Sushillaimar Shinde wha had led
the Congtess in the 2004 poll,

Unlike  soft-spoken
Shinde, Vilasrao, despite his
jovial nature, was more aggres-
sive in his approach. No wen-
der that Vilasrao, who had
been removed from the post
21 months earlier, carme to
replace Shinde as the Chief
Minister of Maharashtra fora
second term after the October
2004 Assembly pall,

Vilasrao had to forego his
Chief Ministership after the
26/11 attack and was replaged
by Ashok Chavan, son of his
menior fate SB Chavan,
Though Deshmukh himself
came under the scanner in the
Adarsh housing society scam,
it was Ashokrao who bore the
mraximam brunt in the scam.

The Cong:ess swiftl
replaced Ashokrao wit
Prithviraj i November
2010 seen after the Adarsh
scam broke out. Months later,
Ashokraa was made one of the
aceused in the Adarsh scam by
the CBI. As of now, the scam-
tainted Ashokraos carcer is
unlikely to take off again.

On his part, Prithviraj has
been at the helm of affairs in
the State for the last 21 months,
Under constant attack from
Sharad Pawar and acute pres-
sure from his aggressive
Deputy Chiel Minister-nephew
Ajit Pawar, Prithviraj has sur-
vived in the post mainly dug to
the trust the Congress leader-
ship has in him. Co

Not familiar with the
rough-and-tumble politics
praciiced by the NCP leaders,
Prithviraj will bave tough times
in the run-up to the 2014 State
Assembly poil which may see
the Pawar party walk out of the
Democratlc Front (DF) and
cantest independerly,
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CBI,ACB Team Arrive for
Probein Cash-for-Bail Scam

BELLARYA 10-member team of officers from
CBlandthe Antj-Corruption Bureau of Andhra
Pradesharrived here on Wednesday for its on-
going probeIntothe alleged cash-for-bail
scam, involving arrested mining baron G Ja-
nardhana Reddy and his associates. Official
sources said theteam is expected to visit some
banks to verify cash transactions of Reddy's
aides. Some close associates of Reddy are also
expected to be questioned, they said. Reddy's
brother G Somasekhara Reddy, MLAand HT
Suresh Babu havealready been arrested by
the Anti-Corruption Bureau In connection with
the scamin Karnataka.
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The Yogi and the Commissar

GRGOPINATH

n his essay The Yogi and
the Commissar, Arthur
Koestler, disillusioned
with communism and battli-
ng fascism, speaks of the ‘vo-
gi’ who seeks change from wi-
thin to transform the world.
For him, means alone count.
On the other extreme is the
commissar, for whom change
comes from without, and
endsjustify the means. .
Now, our fire breathing yo-
gl, Baba Ramdev, maynotbea
Mahatma but, as Koestler
sald, it may be necessary

“that we have to fight against

a total lie in the name of a
half-truth”. The Indian poli-
ticianisadmittedly notacom-
missar in the mould of Stalin

_but he justifies all means to
win elections and stay in pow-
er: caste politics, buying vot-
es, rigging, offering seats to
criminals, jumping into bed
with anyone to form a coali-
tion government — nothing
istaboo, Between the yogiand
the commissar, we have the
India of intellectuals, busi-
ness tycoons, new rich entre-
Preneurs, a burgeoning class
of traders, businessmen, yup-
piesand thenew middle class.
At the other end, we have the
vast teeming millions of the
‘other India' still miyed in
poverty and ignorance.

. Many well-meaning intelle-
ctuals live in an ivory tower
loath to dirty their hands in
politics or join proteststo bri-
ng about change, Quite a few
cosyuptothe rulingparty ea-

ger to be in think tanks that :

guarantee proximity to pow-
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¢er. The tycoons, hunting with
the hounds and running with,
the hares, are ready to pros-
trate themselves before every
political party and place their
bets on multiple horses as
they know that people’s man-
datecan swingfromoneparty
totheother.

The middle class lives in a
cocoon of complacency, obliv-
ious of the vital issues plagu-
ing the country, wallowing in
their pubs or clubs, rapt in
theirfamily andfriends, gorg-
ing themselves on new-found
constunerism, It reminds us
of what Albert Camus saild,
“The modern man can be su-
mmed up in one sentence, He
fornicates and reads the he-
wspapers.” We can say of the
modern middle-class Indian,
“He fornicates and watches
Hindi movies.”

Most of uswhoareeducated
and who possess any kind of
business orajobare very fort-
unate. And with all their faul-
ts, Ramdev and Anna Hazare
are better than the best of us.
They are fighting probably
“against a total lie even in the
face of their own half-truths”
for acommon cause.

And the ‘other India’, which
{s more than half our popula-
tion, feeling robbed of their
rights and watching the braz-

enplunder of the nation’s we-
alth, is simmering in discon-
tent. Who knows when will it
erupt infury? An ever-increa-
sing number is joining the
Maoists and Naxals, seeking
refuge and salvation in arm-
ed revolt. A central governm-
ent report itself says that clo-
se to 220 districts have signifi-
cant Maoist and other armed
rebel presence. That’s a third
of India, Therest of Indiacan
ignoreitatitsownperil.

Our yogi is unschooled but
has an astute native intellige-
nee, he isnot tutored inpublic
relations but is media-savvy,
not handsomeor skilled in or-
atory but ischarismatic, Hels
erratic, idiosyncratic, tempe-
ramental, unpredictable, has

‘a cult following and seems to

know the pulse of the com-
mon man, He is accused of
stashing black money and
evading tax, ridiculed for his
bizarre beliefs and native re-
medies. Maybe he’s hungry
for publicity, but it doesn't

.take away the seriousness of

his appeal to root out corrup-
tion, seek autonomy for the
Central Bureau of Investigat-
ion(CBIDand get astrong Lok-
pal. On the contrary, if what
the government and some Co-
ngress member's allege about
Ramdev is true, then it only

strengthens the argument
ahd the pressing need for in-
dependent investigating ag-
encies, and constitutional bo-
dieslike Lokpal.

The government has a mon-
key on its back and cannot
shake it off. The mood of the
nation isevident, butthe UPA
seems blind and deaf, Corrup-
tionmay not be the only issue,
but can anyone deny that it is
the most important and first
of many thatneedsattention?
Having great economists ina
brazenly-corrupt country is
like having the smartestman-
ager who is dipping his hand
into the till, with no money
for suppliers. We are fortuna-
teand the UPA must be thank-
ful that the yogi’s army is not
a militant rebel force like in
Syria, or akin to the Maoists
waging war against the state,

Even if a ‘thug’, as someone
called the yogi, demands an
independent investigating
agency, who can argue again-
st it? As Oscar Wilde said,

.“The best way to conquer

temptation is to yield to it.”
The best way for the commis-
sar to conquer the yogi is to
yield to his demnands —usher
in a strong Lokpal and make
the CBI independent. Other-
wise, if the opposition comes

-to power, it may unleash the

CBIonthe Congress itself. We
know from history that the
revolutionary who overthro-
ws the tyrant is worse than
the tyrant. You only have to
look at West Bengal.

The worst mistake the Con-
gress can make is to dismiss
BabaRamdev, justas Winston
Churchill derisivelydid tothe
Mahatma, callinghima “half-
naked fakir”.
[(Theauthorisfounder of

A AirDeccan)

Todusiey in Crisis
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24 CBI officers
get police medals

Awardees include officials probing
Shehla Masood murder, 2G spectrum
scam, Commonwealth Games cases

'EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 15

CBI sleuths probing sensa-
tional cases such as Shehla
Masood murder, 2G spec-
trum scam, and Common-
wealth Games scam are
among the 24 officers who
have been awarded the
President’s Police Medal for
distinguished service and
Police Medal for meritori-
ous service on the Indepen-
dence Day.

Among those awarded
the President’s Police Medal
are Assistant Director (Inter-
pol) N § Kharayat, who was
probing cases related to the
CWG scam and was instru-
mental in high profile depor-
tations in important cases,

Joint Director Keshav
Kumar, who headed RTT ac-
tivist Shehla Masood murder
probe, has been awarded
President’s Police Medal for
distinguished services.

His team member DIG
Arun Bothra has been
awarded Police Medal for
meritorious services. SP

Javed Siraj, ASP Ravinder
Singh Jaggi, Inspectors R K
Gaur, who handles the me-
dia wing, and Jeet Singh of
Training Academy, are
among those decorated with
the President’s Police Medal.

DIG Sanjay Singh, who is
heading one of the anti-cor-
ruption units of the agency
and has led probe into CWG
scam cases, is one of the 18
officers who have been deco-
rated with Police Medals for
meritorious service,

DIG R Hitendra of the
Anti-Corruption Bureau in
Bangalore, who is probing
cases against former Kar-
nataka chief minister B 8
Yeddyurappa, and DIG
Hiren C Nath of the Anti-
corruption Bureau in Guwa-
hati have also been awarded
Police Medal for meritori-
Qus services.

DSP Rajesh Chahal of
the Anti-Corruption
branch, Delhi, who is han-
dling 2G spectrum scdm
probe, has been awarded
the Police Medal for merito-
rious services.

HATIONAL NETWERK

| Unified National *
Health Mission :
for all; says FM
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24 (BI OFFICERS '
GET PRESIDENT’S
POLICE MEDALS

AGE CORRESPONDENT '~ :
NEW DELHI, AUG. 15 ...

Twenty four CBI officials
have been honoured with .
this  year’s President's -
Police Medal for distin- :
"guished service and Police
Medal for meritorious ser-
vice on Independence Day,
Agency officials who have |
been honoured prestigions
medals include Keshav
. Kumar (joint director), who
headed probe into the mu~ -
der of RTI activist Shehla -
Mascod, Sanjay XKumar
‘Singh  (DIG-anti-corrup-.
tion), Arun Bothra (DIG--
special crime), NS,
‘Kharayat, (assistant direc-
tor, Interpol), Rajender
Kumar Gaur (press infor
mation officer} and Rajesh
ghal)aal (Dy SP, anti-corrup-
on). -
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CWG probe makes
no headway in 2 yrs

APATHY Charges filed in one out of 16 cases

Rajesh Ahuja

lettars@hindustantimes.com

P
NEW DELHE: Even two years ang-

16 FIRs later, the
Commonwealth Games scam
probe seems to be going
nowhere,

For, the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) has, till date,
managed to complete investi-
gation and file charge-sheet in
only one of the 16 cases.

“So far, we have closed one
case against ex-Prasar Bharti
CEOBS Lalli. For the rest, inmves-
tigation is still on,” said a CBI
spokesperson,

The case against Lalli, how-
ever, was closed due to lack of
evidence. The rest of the cases
are in various stages of investi-
gation.

Sources told Hindustan
Times that at least three more
CBI probes — hailout pack-
age for the Games village,
award of the broadeast con-
tract and censtruction of the
Barapullah flyover — are near-
ing completion. But an official

CWG probe makes little progress >

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In the case related to the
Queen'’s Baton Relay held in
October 2009, the CBI regis-
tered two FIRs against CWG
officials in 2010 for irregulari-
ties in the hiring of two London-
based firms. In both cases, the
CBI is yet to file chargesheets,

New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) chairman in 2010, Parimal
Rai, hardbeenbooled forallepedirmes
ularities in swarding civil and elec-
trieal contracts for building the

BROADCASTING RIGHTS

Allegation Govt lost 2100cr
Status Closed

QUEEN’S BATON RELAY
Allegation Games organis-
Ing committee hired two .
London-based firms on
fudged quotations L
Status Charge-sheets yet to
be filed . o
CWe VILLAGE . :
Allegation DDA haited

out Emmar MGF with
F766-crore package

Status About to be closed

BROADCAST CONTRACT
Allegation MTNL manipu-
lated specifications to give
¥570.12-¢crore contract to
HCL Infosystems

Status Closure report -
liketyto beflled - .

gaid on condition of anonymi-
ty: “This is just the beginning,
Many other probes are head-
ing nowhere.”

NDMC convention centre to a pri-
vate firm. Sources said after regis-
tering the FIR, the CBI didn't con-
duct any searches - astandard pro-
cedure, The agency claimed the
case was not related to the CWG,
although the contract was award-
ed in the ran-up to the Games. Ral
isin Goa as principal secretary, “If
any officer has been transferred
from his position, the CBI conducts
searches at his subsequent place
of work... But in this case nothing
happened,” said a CBI source,

Lreal slow growth rale as
v ki
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Slain manager’s family
rues delay in probe

POLICE APATHY Wants CBI to step in, cops cfaim 99% investigation complete
[ TALE OF ANGUISH

Sanjeev K Ahuja and
Leena Dhankhar

. I} ahuja®hind Coin

NEW DELHI/BURBAON: Almost a
month after senior HR execy-
tive Awanish Kumar Dev, 45,
was killed by a mob of workers
at Maruti Suzuki's Manesar
plant, his family has expressed
anguish at the slow pace of
investigation.

They alleged that the Special
Investigation Team (SIT) of the
Gurgacn Police has delayed the
probe. Dev's wife, Suparna
Prasad, said she was clueless
about any developments in the
investigation. Grief stricken, she
said Dev atways had a pro-work-
er approach that cost him his
life, “We want to know who did
it and in what circumstances,”
she said with tears in her eyes.

Prasad has been working at-
the Ministry of Defence since
2006 and is yet to join work,
Their son, who studiesin Class
12, has, however, rejoined school,

“Awanish had called me up
that evening to say he was leav-
ing for home but he never came,
Six days after the tragedy, joint
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- amok and set fire to the
- office. Awanish Kumar Dev .
- (R) was killed In the arson.

- mems mu; Wvssuyauuin,

1#0n lulv 18 Mar workers
% at it4 Manesar plant had run |
b

‘m According to sources, Dev had played a . -

crucial role in getting the Maruti Suzukl
Workers' Unlon registered with the
Haryana labour department. .

‘wHowever, his family alleged thaﬁﬁéﬁ '
, were totally clueless about any develop:

BRI

i
k:
8

'wDev had Joined Maruti Suzuki as General !
Manager (HR) in june 2010 * - '
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»
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Awanish was probably confident that he
would not be attacked by the workers as
he shared a good rapport with them. This
betief perhaps got him trapped and killed
by the workers. We want an independent
|agency such as the CBI to take over the
Investigation and bring out the truth,

& |Rameshwar Sah, Dev's 81-year old father

commissicner of police (Gur-
gaon) Anil Rao visited our home
and assured us of speedy inves-
tigation, But we are totally
unaware of any developments
in investigation,” she added,
According to sources, Dev
Played an instrumental role in
getting the Maruti Suzuki
Workers' Union registered with
the Haryana labour department
and had personally gone to the

office  headquarters in
Chandigarh to collect the reg-
istration certificate last year
Rameshwar Sah, his 81-year
old father, demanded an inquiry
by an independent agency such
as the CBL Sah, a retired gov-
ernment offictal from Ranchi,
and his wife have decided to stay
back with their daughter-in-law
and grandson at their Malviya
Nagar home for some time.

But deputy commissioner of
police (east) Maheshwar Dayal,
said 99% of the investigation wag
complete and a final report will
be submitted to higher author-
ities soon.

SY Siddiqui, chief operating
officer (administration}, Maruti
Suzuki, told HT that an “extra-
ordinary compensation pack-
age”, beyond company norms,
had been offered to the family.
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AWARDED FOR BRAVERY

On the 66th Independence Day, officers from the
police, civil defence and the Central Bureau of
Investigation {CBI) were awarded for their service,

PREZ POLICE MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

Y L

SBK Singh Ashok

K

joint commissioner Verma
of police (crime), Inspecting Officer,
Delhi Police Civil befence

Vijal Kishan Rajender NS Kharayat
Malhotra Kumar Gaur assistant director,
Additional Chief Inspector, Central Bureau of

Warden, Clvil Defence CBI Investigation

POLICE MEDAL FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE

A\ S - ..o - P
Ajay Chaudhry KK Vyas OP Mishra
additional deputy deputy
commissicner of commissioner of commissicner of

pclice, Delhi Police  police, Delhi Police  police, Delhi Police

) oy e
Jaspal Singh Arun Bothra Rajesh Chahal
additional DIG, Central DSP, Central
commissioner of Bureau of Bureau qf
police, Delhi Police Investigation Investigation

ST hineasmames

PCR personnal to be
trainad for emergenci
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