
No replacement for Vilasrao inMaharashtra Cong
I TN RAGHUNATIIAU MUMBAI

In Vilssrao Deshmukh's

"

untimely death, the
MabarashtxaCongress has euf
fered an irreparable setback.
For, currently,there is noother
]eadcr in the State Congress,
who has his stsrssr oratory sad

"pan-Malsarashsra image. The
Congress will miss hun badi
in the2014 Assembly and Lo
Sabha polls in Mabs,ashtra,

Though the Congress hat
senior State party leaders like
Union Home Minister
Sushilkun,ar Shinde and Chief
Minister ?rithviraj Chavan,
the two leaden do notenjoy as
.much popularity across she

State or theconnect with party
workersat the grasaroot level as
Vilasraohad.

Nor are they asmavedck or
politicallysavvy as Deslintulth
was in taking on the likes of
Sharad Pawar in the States
competitive coalition politics
on one hand and opponents
like theSena.BJP allianceand
MNS on theother.

Coming from the domi-
nant Maratha community,
Vilairan was the Congress
answer to Pawar. Even when
Pawar was in the Congress,
Deshmokh was always his
adversary. During his two
lenures as the Chie(Miniater.
Deshmulth had resisted as

n,uch as he couM to check the
growth of the Pawar-founded
rulingNCP inthe State.

After the 2004 State
Assembly poll which saw the
NCPbag asmany as72Seats out

I ISETBACKII
of the 114 seats ithad contest-
ed and the Con8reas .in 69
seats outofthe 157seats it had
contested, the Sharad Pawar
party— being the senior part-
ner in terms of numbers -couldhave easily staked a stmn
claim for the ChiefMinisters
post.But, it did not happen.

Pawarmayhavehadhisrea

sossing not to make an issueof
the Chief Ministers post but
"slasrso made the most of the
situastonand succeeded in con-
vincing his party high com-
mand that hewas betterplaced
todcsiwithastrongerhicPthan
Suchs!kumsr Shod5 sthohad led
the Congrraain tlae 2004 poll.

Unlike soft-spoken
Shinde, Vtlasrso, despite his
jovial nature,was more aggres-
sive inhis approach.No won-
der that Vilasrao, who had
been removed from the post
21 months earlier came to
replace Shinde as the Chief
MinisterofMaharashtra fora
second term after the October
2004 Assembly poll.

tfllasrao had to forego his
Chief Miniatership after the
26t5 I attack and was repLaced
by Ashok Chavaa, son of his
mentor Late SB Chavan.
Though Deshmukh himself
Caineunder the scanner in the
Adarsh housing society seam,
it was Ashokrao who bore the
maximum brunt in thestain.

The Congress swifti
replaced Ashokrao wit
PrithsirsjChavan in November
2010 soon after the Adarsh
scant broke out. Months later
Ashokrao wasmade oneof the
accused in theAdarsh scam by
the~BJ. Asof now, the scam-
tainted Ashokrao's career is
unlikelyto tskt offagain.

On his part, Prithviraj has
been at thehelmof affairs in
the Stateforthelast2l months.
Under constant attack from
Sharad Pawar and acute pres-
sure from his aggressive
Deputy ChiefMinister-nephew
Ajtt Pawar, Prithviraj has sur-
vived In thepoat mainlydueto
the trust theCongress leader-
ship has in him.

Not familiar will, the
rough-and-tumble politics
practiced by the NCP leaders,
Prlthviraj wilthave tough times
In the run-up to the 2014 Slate
Assembly poll which may see
the Pawar partywalk out ofthe
Democratic Front (DP) and
contesl indtptndeni1t
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CBI, ACBTeamArrive for
Probe inCash-for-BailScam
BELLARYA 1O-mernberteamofofficers from
01 and the Anti-Corruption Bureau of Andhra
Pradesh arrived hereonWednesday for its on
gcingprobe intothe alleged cash-far-bail
scam, involvingarrested mlningbaron G Ja-
nardhanaReddyand hisassociates. Official
sourcessaidtheteam Isexpectedtovisjtsome
banksto verifycash transactions of Reddy's
aides. Some close associates ofReddy are also
expected to be questioned, they said. Reddy's
brothercscmasel<hara ReddyMLA and HI
Sureshsabu havealready been arrested by
theAnti-Corruption Bureau Inconnection with
thescamin Karnataka.



TheYogi and the Commissar
iel.colLJmni
GRGOPINATH

In his essay The Yogi and
the Commissar, Arthur
Koestier, disifiusioned

with communism and battli-
ng fascism, apeaks of the 'yi>
gi' whoseeki change fromwi-
thin to transform the world.
Fbr him, meansalone count.
On the other extreme is the
cominlssai for whom change
comes from without, and
endsjustify the means.
Now, our fire-breathing yo-
gi,Baba Ramdeç maynotbea
Maliatma but, as Koestler
said, it may be necessary
"that we have to fightagainst
a total lie in the name of a
hall'lruth". The Indian poll-
ticianisadmittedlynotacommissar

inthemouldof Stalin
but he justifies all means to
wineiections and stay inpow-
er caste politics, buying vot-
es, rigging, offering seats to
criminals, jumping into bed
with anyone to thrm a coall-
tion government- nothing
Is taboo. Between the yogi and
the commissai we have the
India of Intellectuals, busi-
ness tycoons,new rich entre-
preneurs, a burgeoning class
of traders, businessmen, yup-
plesandthenewmithlleclass.
Atthe other end, wehave the
vast teeming millions of the
'other India' still mlçed in
povertyand Ignorance.
Many well-meaning intelle-
ctuals live in an ivory tower
loath to dirty their hands in
politicsor joinprotests tobri-
ng about change. Quite a few
cosyupto theruling partyea-
ger to be in think tanks that
guarantee proximity to pow

er. The tycoons, hunting with
the hounds and running with
the hares, are ready to pros-
trate themselves before every
politicalpartyandplacetheir
bets on multiple horses as
they know that people's man-
datecanswingfromonepaxty

totheothec
The middle class lives In a

cocoonof complacenc3ç obliv-
ious of the vital Issues plagu-
ing the countrM wallowing In
their pubs or clubs, rapt In
theirfamllyandfrlends,gorg-
ing themselves on new-found
consumerism. It reminds us
of what Albert Can-ms said,
"The modern man can be su-
mmedup in one sentence. He
fornicates and reads the ne-
wspapers." We can say of the
modern middle-class Indian,
"He fornicates and watches
Hindimovies."
Mostof us whoare educated

and who possess any kind of
business orajobarevery fort-
unata And withall their faul
is, Ramdev and Anna ilazare
are better than the best of us.
They are fighting probably
"against a total lie even in the
face of theirownhaiftrutlis"
for acommon cause.
And the 'other India', which
Ismorethanhalfourpopula-
tion, feeling robbed of their
rlghts and watching the braz

Different classes in india 1
havigone offon tangentC
with the poor left turning

In this'cilmate ofcorruption
people like Anna and Ramde
are better than the rest -Itwill be a big mistake
dismissRamdev and his
demAd for a graft4reeindl

enplunderof the nation's we-
alth, Is simmering In discon-
tent.Whoknows when willIt
enipt in fUry? Anever-increa-
sing number Is joining the
Maoists and Naxals, seeking
refuge and salvation In arm-
ed revolt Acentral governm-
ent report itself says that do-
se to220 dlstrictshave signifi-
cant Maoist and other armed
rebel presence. That's a third
of India. The restof India can
ignore Itat Itsown peril.
Our yogi is unschooled but

hasan astute native intellige-
nce, he Isnottutored inpublic
relations but Is media-savvy
not handsome orskified inor-
atorybut Is charismatic. He is
erratic, Idiosyncratic, tempe-
ramental, unpredictable, has
a cult following and seems to
know the pulse of the com-
mon man, He is accused of
stashing black money and
evading tax, ridiculed for his
bizarre beliefs wid native re
medlea Maybe he's hungry
for publicity but it doesn't
take away the seriousness of
his appeal to root outcorrup-
tion, seek autonomy for the
Central Bureau of Investigat-
ion(CßflandgetastrongLokpal

On the contrary If what
the governmentand some Co-
ngress members allege about
Ramdev is true, then it only

strengthens the argument
id the pressing need for in-

dependent investigating ag-
encies, and constitutional bo-
dies likeLokpal.
The govermnent has a mon-

key on its back and cannot
shake It oft The mood of the
nation isevident, but theUPA
seemsblind snd deaf Corrup-
tionmaynotbe the only issue
but cananyone deny that It is
the most Important and first
ofmany that needs attention?
Having greateconomists in a
brazenly-corrupt country is
likehavingthesmartestman-
ager who is dipping his hand
Into the till, with no money
for suppliers. We are foçtuna-
teand theUPAmustbethank-
ful that the yogi'sarmy is not
a militant rebel force like In
Syria, or akin to the Maoists
wagingwaragainst the state.
Even if a 'thug', as someone
called the yogi, demands an
Independent investigating
agencçwho can argue again-
st It? As Oscar W]ide said,- "The best way to conquer
temptation is to yield to it."
The best way for the commis-
sar to conquer the yogi Is to
yield tohis demands—usher
In a strong Lokpal and make
the CBI Independent. Other-
wise, if the opposition comes

"

to power, it may unleash the
CBIon theCongress itself We
know from history that the
revolutionary who overthro-
ws the tyrant is worse than
the tyrant. You only have to
lookatWestßengal.
The worstmistake the Con-
gress can make is to dismiss
Babaßamde%justas Winston
Churchillderisivelydldtothe
Mahatma, calling him a "half-
nakedfakir".
%Theauthorisfounderof
Air Deccan)



24 CBI officds
getpolicemedals
Awardees include officials probing
Shehia Masood murder, 2G spectrum
scam, Commonwealth Games cases
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI,AUGUSTIS

CBI sleuths probing sensa
tional cases such as Shehla
Masood murder, 2G spec-
trum scam, and Common-
wealth Games scam are
among the 24 officers who
have been awarded the
President's Police Medal for
distinguished service and
Police Medal for meritori-
ous service on the Indepen-
dence Day.

Among those awarded
thePresident's Police Medal
areAssistantDirector (Inter-
pol) N SKharayat, who was
probing cases related to the
CWG scam and was instru-
mental inhigh profile depor-
tations in importantcases.

Joint Director Keshav
Kumar, whoheadedRI'!ac-
tivist ShehlaMasoodmurder
probe, has been awarded
President's PoliceMedal for
distinguishedservices.

His team member DIG
Arun Bothra has been
awarded Police Medal for
meritorious services. SP

Javed Siraj, ASP Ravinder
Singh Jaggi, Inspectors RX
Gaur, whohandles the me-
diawing, and Jeet Singhof
'framing Academy, are
amongthose decoratedwith
the President's Police Medal.
DIGSanjay Singh,whois

heading one of theanti-cor-
ruption units of the agency
and has ledprobe into CWG
scam cases, is one of the 18
officerswho have been deco-
ratedwithPolice Medals for
meritoriousservice.
DIG R Hitendra of the

Anti-CorruptionBureau in
Bangalore, who is probing
cases against former Icar-
nataka chief minister B S
Yeddyurappa, and DIG
Hiren C Nath of the Anti-
corruption Bureau in Guwa-
hati havealso beenawarded
Police Medal for meritori-
ous services.

DSP Rajesh Chahal of
the Anti-Corruption
branch, Delhi, who is han-
dling 2G spectrum scam
probe, has been awarded
thePoliceMedal for merito
rious services.
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24 CBI OFFICERS"
GET PRESIDENT'S
POLICE MEDALS
AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 15

Twenty four CBI officials
have been honoured with
this year's President's'
Police Medal for distin-
guisheu service aM Police
Medal fc,r meritorjous Ser-
vice on Independence Day.
.gency offlcials who have

heen honoured prestigtous
medals include Keshav
Kumar (joirftdireetor), who
headed probe Inta the nrnr-
der of RTI activjst Shehla
Masood, Sanjay Kumar
Singh (DJG-anti-cornip
tion), Anm Bothra (010-
-special crime),
Kharayat (assistant direc-
tot, Interpol), Rajender
Kumar Gaur (press Infor-
mation officer) and Rajesh
Chahal (Dy SP, antt-corrup.
tion).



CWG probe makes'
no headway in 2 yrs
APATHY Charges filed in one out of 16 cases

QUELWs BATON RElAY

Ietlors@hindustantimes.cpm

NEW DELHI: Even two years and
16 FIRs later, the
Commonwealth Games scam
probe seems to be going
nowhere.
For, the Central Bureau of

Investigation (CBI) has, tilldate,
managed to complete investi-
gationand file charge-sheet in
only oneof the 16cases.
'So fai we have closed one

case against ex-Prasar Rharti
CEO BSLath. Fbr therest, inves-
tigation is still on, said a CE!
spokesperson.
The case against LaW, how-

ever, was closed due to lack of
evidence. The rest of the cases
are in various stages of investi-
gation.

Sources told Hindustan
Times that at least three more
CBI probes - bailout pack-
age for the Games village,
award of the broadcast con-
tract and construction of the
Barapullah flyover- are near-
ing completion. But an official

BROADCASTING RIGHTS
Allegation Govt lost fleecy
Status Closed

Allegation Games organis-
ing committee hired two
London-based firms on
fudged quotations
Status Charge-sheets yet to
be flied

cwa VILLAGE
AllegationDDA bailed
out Ernmar MGFwith
flG&crore package
Status About to be closed

BROADCAST CONTRACt
Allegation MINI manipu-
lated specifications to give
S1O.12-crore contract to

HOt. Infosystems
Status Closure report
likelytobeflied

said on condition ofanonymi-
tr "This is just the beginning.
Many other probes are head-
ing nowhere?'

Rajash Ahuja

CWG probe makes little progress
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 NDMC ounwntion centre to apH
In the case related to the a±efirntSouiwssaidafterregis

Queen'sBaton Relay held in teringtheFlR,theCBldith'toan
October 2009, the CBI regis dtar'mthce-astandardprr>
tered two FIRs against CWG cedure. The agency claimed the
officials in 2010 for irregulari case wasnot related to the CWG,
ties ha the hiringof twoLondon although the contract was award-
based firms. In both cases, the edinthemn-uptotheGameaRsi
GB! isyet to file chargesheets. ishiGoaasprincipalsecretary."If
New Delhi Municipal Council any officer has been trans erred

U4DMQdhmnhaa)lQparhp.al fium hispesifion, the CE! conducts
BaUnilabxA.edfraljht searches at his subsequent place
ularities ha awaitihig civil and dcc ofwQrL. But in this case nothing
trical contracts for building the happened," said aGB! source.



(A POST-MARUTI MAYHEM

Slain manager's family
rues delay in probe

POLICE APATHYWants CBI to step in, cops claim 99% investigation complete
Sanjeevk Ahuja and

Leena DhankJiar
a

NEW OELHI/OIJReAQN:Almost a
month after senior HR execu-
tive Awanish Kumar Dev, 45,
waskilled by a mobofworkers
at Maruti Suzuki's Manesar
plant, his family has expressed
anguish at the slow pace of
investigation.
They alleged that theSpecial

Investigation Ibam (SIT)of the
Gurgaon Police has delayed the
probe. Dev's wife, Suparna
Prasad, said she was clueless
about ny developmentsin the
investigation. Grief-stricken, she
saidDcv always had apro-work-
er approach that cost him his
life. "We want to knowwho did
it and in whatcircumstances,"
she said with tears in her eyes.
Prasad has been working at

theMinistry ofDefence since
2006 and is yet to join work.
Their son,who studies inClass
12,has, however, rejoined schooL
"Awanish had called me up

that evening to sayhewas leav-
ing forhomebut henever came.
Sixdaysafterthetragedy,joug

ROn . workers
at ItiManesar p'ant had run
amok and setfire to the
office. Awanish Kumar Dév
(R) was kfl!ed In the arson.
1 According to sources, Dew had played a
enidal role in getting the Maruti Suzuki
Workers' Union registered with the
Haryana labour department,

office headquarters in
Chandigarh to collect the reg-
istration certificate last year
Rameshwar Sah, his 81-year

old father, demandedan inquhy
byan independent agency such
as the OBI. Sah, a retired gov-
ernment official from Ranchi,
and his wife havedecidedtostay
back with their daughter-in-law
and grandson at their Malviya
Nagar home for some tima

Awanish was probably confident that he
would not be attacked by the workers as
heshared a good rapport with them. This
belief perhaps got him trapped and killed
by the workers. We want an independent
agency such as the Cifi to take over the
investigation and bring out the truth.
Rameshwar Sah, Dev's 81-year old father

But deputy commissioner of
police (east) Maheshwar Dayal,
said 99% of the investigation was
complete anda final reportwill
be submitted to higher author-
itiessoon.
SY Siddiqui, chiefoperating

officer(administration), Maruti
Suzuki,told HT that an "extra
ordinary compensation pack-
age", beyond company norms,
had been offered to the family.

Dev had JoinedMaruti Suzuki as General
Managerftlp) in June 2010

MHowever, his family alleged that they
werettatyczuele about any develop

commissioner of police (Gur-
gaon) Anil Rao visitedour home
and assured us ofspeedy inves-
tigation. But we are totally
unaware ofany developments
in investigation," she added.
According to sources, Dev

played an instrumental role in
getting the Maruti Suzuki
Workers? Union registered with
the Haryana Ithiour department
and had personally gone to the



AWARDED FOR BRAVERY

Vijalkishan Rajender NS Kharayat

Ay Chaudhry KK Was OP Mishra

On the 66th IndependenceDay, officers from the
police, civil defence and theCentral Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) wereawarded for their service.

PREZ POLICE MEDAL FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

SBK Singli AshokKumar
joint commissioner Verma
ofpolice (crime), Inspecting Officer,

Delhi Police Civil Defence

Maihotra Kumar Gaur assistant director,
Additional Chief Inspector, Central Bureau of

Warden, Civil Defence CBI Investigation

POLICE MEDAL FOR MERITORIOUS SERVICE

additional deputy deputy
commissioner of commissioner of commissioner of
police, Delhi Police police, Delhi Police police, DeJhi Police

Jaspal Slngh Arun Bothra
additional DIG, Central

commissioner of Bureau of
police, Delhi Police Investigation

Rajesh Cuiahal
DSP, Central
Bureauof

Investigation

DSP, Central
Bureauof

Investigation


