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PRESS RELEASE

CCBE launches practical guide for lawyers appearing

before the European Court of Human Rights
23/04/2014

The Council of Bars and Law Societies of Europe (CCBE) published today “"The European
Court of Human Rights: Questions & Answers for Lawyers”, a practical guide aimed at
lawyers intending to present a case before the Court in Strasbourg.

The guide contains information and practical
advice to support lawyers in proceedings at
three different stages: before national courts
(prior to application to the European Court of
Human Rights), before the Court itself, and
during enforcement of the Court’s judgments.
"The European Court of Human Rights plays a
fundamental role for the rule of law and
democracy in Europe. Everywhere in Europe,
lawyers should be aware of how to raise
violations of fundamental rights at national
level, and how to bring a case before the
European Court of Human Rights. This is
particularly important with the recent entry
into force of a new Rule 47 of the Rules of
the Court, which introduces stricter
conditions for lodging an application. I
believe that this practical guide will be a
helpful tool for lawyers in the preparation and
follow up of their cases before the Court.”
says Aldo Bulgarelli, CCBE President.

A number of questions are covered in the
handbook, including: at what stage of
proceedings before national courts should
human rights violations be pleaded under the
European Convention of Human Rights; how
to submit an application to the Court;
technical aspects of proceedings; and the role
of a lawyer once a judgement has been
rendered. Also included are reference to tools
and resources available for parties and their
lawyers.

In his foreword to the guide, Dean
Spielmann, President of the European Court
of Human Rights, underlines that "by helping
lawyers to navigate the sometimes technical
waters of proceedings before the Court, the
Guide ultimately benefits the interests of
their clients: the citizens of Europe.”

Produced after liaison with the European
Court of Human Rights, the guide is available
on the CCBE website! and paper copies will
be made available in the foyer of the Court in
Strasbourg.

About the CCBE

The Council of Bars and Law Societies of
Europe (CCBE) represents the bars and law
societies of 32 member countries and 12
further associate and observer countries, and
through them more than 1 million European
lawyers.

Founded in 1960, the CCBE is recognised as
the voice of the European legal profession by
the EU institutions, and acts as the liaison
between the EU and Europe's national bars
and law societies. The CCBE has regular
institutional contacts with those European
Commission officials, and members and staff
of the European Parliament, who deal with
issues affecting the legal profession. The
CCBE is an international non-profit-making
association incorporated in Belgium.
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