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For centuries Canada’s Aboriginal peoples have sought to enter into treaties of peace and friendship 

with colonial settlers based on the principles of sharing and co-existence. However, the latter remains 

an elusive goal as the land use rights and interests of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples have yet to be rec-

onciled with those of other Canadians. To date, the solutions have been inequitable, forcing Aborigi-

nal peoples to either accept the policies and institutions imposed upon them by the Canadian State, 

or refuse to participate at all. Planning Co-Existence—the second of two volumes highlighting the 

critical research of the Aboriginal Program of the Sustainable Forest Management Network—pres-

ents the question: How do we begin to accommodate the land and resource use rights and interests 

of Canada’s Aboriginal peoples while fi nding common ground for co-existence with other Canadians 

who have come to occupy these shared spaces? By addressing this question, Planning Co-Existence 

explores the current state of land use planning in Canada, what may be required to meet the Crown’s 

legal and fi duciary obligations in these processes, and a variety of issues of central importance to 

Aboriginal peoples that need to be addressed in the design and implementation of forestry and land 

use plans. In so doing, this volume lays the groundwork for a more informed discussion about rec-

onciliation and co-existence in the context of Aboriginal land use planning in Canada in the hope 

of achieving social and environmental justice sooner rather than later.  COMPANION VOLUME:   Changing the Culture of Forestry in 

Canada: Building Effective Institutions for Aboriginal Engagement in Sustainable Forest Management
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