
 

Louis D. Brandeis High School 
AP United States History 

United States History Dual Credit 
 

 

W elcom e 

 

The ent ire Social Studies Departm ent  wishes to extend to you our warm est  

welcom e and best  wishes for a successful junior year at  Brandeis High School.  We 

hope to m ake this com ing school year a challenging and excit ing adventure as we 

exam ine the diversity of Am erican history –both past  and present  -  and br ing 

histor ical context  to today’s world. 

  

Requirem ents 

Students are required to com plete the following assignm ent  outside of class.  

  

Students m ust  read A Brilliant  Solut ion: I nvent ing the Am erican Const itut ion, 

by Carol Berkin.  Com plete the at tached act ivit ies (see pages that  follow)  and be 

prepared to turn in your work and to take a quiz on the second day of school. 
   

 

 

There is no History Fair requirem ent  for AP or Dual Credit , although you are 

welcom ed and encouraged to part icipate if you wish. 

 

 

 

 

Cont inue to the next  page 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



AP/Dual United States History Summer Assignment 
 

 
Purchase the book A Brilliant  Solut ion:   I nvent ing the Am erican Const itut ion by 

Carol Berkin. You m ay get  the book at  any m ajor bookstore or Am azon.com ;  it  is 

available in paperback.  I f you do not  want  to purchase the book, check your local 

librar ies, or see Ms. Latham  in room  B232 for other opt ions. 
 

 

Tim e Managem ent  Plan 

Take your t im e reading the book. Do not  wait  unt il the end of the sum m er. I  

suggest  you read one or two chapters at  a t im e.  I t  is probably best  to create a 

schedule for your readings that  will allow you to finish the book in t im e for school to 

start .  Also, do not  read it  too early as sum m er tends to wipe things from  our m inds 

at  warp speed.   

 

W rit ten Reflect ions 

Buy a spiral notebook, com posit ion notebook, or sketchbook to record your 

reflect ions for this assignm ent . 

 

Pre- Reading Assignm ent  

Before reading the book, record your answers to the following quest ions. 

1.  What  can you rem em ber about  early Am erican history from  your experiences 

in 8 th grade US History or from  your study of World Geography and World 

History? 

2.  What  interests you about  studying US History? What  does not? 

3.  Look at  the m ajor them es for the course (pages 5-6) . Explain how histor ical 

evidence you learned in 8 th,  9 th,  or 10 th grade social studies addresses these 

them es. Be as specific as you can. List  form  is acceptable. The purpose is to 

dem onst rate how m uch you already know about  US History. ( I n other words, 

brainstorm  a list  of inform at ion you rem em ber learning in previous history 

classes that  apply to each them e.)  

 

 

Reading Assignm ent  

The concept  of AP/ Dual US History is to focus on the big ideas, concepts, them es, 

t rends of history and change over t im e.  I nstead of focusing on m inor events and 

occurrences, we will focus on the big ideas that  have shaped US history and our 

world today. To get  your m ind thinking in this direct ion, as you read A Brilliant  

Solut ion you will create a writ ten and  illust rated sum m ary of the “Big I deas”  in your 

journal. 

 

Form at  for  “Big I deas” 

For each chapter, including prologue, Art icles of Confederat ion and the US 

Const itut ion ,  sum m arize AND illust rate the big ideas. One page ( in the journal)  

per chapter is sufficient . Please use only the front  side of each page and m ake sure 



the words are exclusively your own. Any evidence of plagiar ism  will result  in a 

grade of zero for this project . 

 

Focus on the big ideas and the interact ions am ong the various personalit ies. One 

way to pract ice get t ing the m ain idea is to verbally explain the m ain idea to 

som eone after you have read each chapter. I f you have m ade it  easy for them  to 

understand, then you have successfully ident ified the m ain idea. 

 

You m ay use your own artwork if you are art ist ic or use a collage- type m ethod with 

cutouts or com puter pr intouts. Feel free to be creat ive and do what  you feel m ost  

com fortable doing. 

 

Post - Reading Assignm ent  

After reading the book, answer the following quest ions in your journal. 

1.  What  is Carol Berkin’s thesis ( this is found in the prologue)? 

2.  I s she successful in support ing her thesis? Why or why not? To what  extent? 

Are part icular chapters st ronger than others are? Are any chapters 

part icular ly problem at ic? 

3.  Do you agree with her theory? Why or why not? 

4.  I s A Brilliant  Solut ion:   I nvent ing the Am erican Const itut ion the best  t it le for 

this book? What  t it le would you give to this book?  Explain your answer. 

5.  Share any other react ions, thoughts, or quest ions you have. 

 

At  the end of the book are two very important  sources:   The Art icles of 

Confederat ion (AOC)  and The United States Const itut ion.  Using these sources, 

com plete the following in your journal/ spiral. 

 

Com pare and Contrast  the AOC to the US Const itut ion.  You m ay do this 

in any m anner you w ish:  “T” Chart , Venn Diagram , Table, etc.    

   

Technology Opt ion 

 

I nstead of creat ing a paper journal you m ay create a website journal using the free 

online site ht tp: / / www.weebly.com   This is the sam e website used for History Fair 

so it  would present  you with a great  opportunity to get  som e pract ice if you are 

thinking about  com pet ing.  You will need to create a free account  at  the beginning.  

You will be graded using the sam e rubric as the paper journal, but  will subm it  a 

single typed sheet  of paper with your nam e and the link to your project .  Create a 

link for each of your ent r ies and include a ‘credits’ page for your picture sources.  

Do not  forget  to “publish”  your work or your inst ructor will not  be able to view your 

work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sum m er Reading Assignm ent  Rubric 

 

 

I .  Before reading the book ( 1 5  points)  
1. What  can you rem em ber about  early Am erican history from  your experiences in 8 th   __________ 

grade US History or from  other experiences?  2 Points 

 

 

2. What  interests you about  studying US History? What  does not? 4 points                   __________ 

 

 

3. Explain how histor ical evidence you learned in eighth grade US History or from  

earlier study addresses these themes. Be as specific as you can.  

List  form  is acceptable.   9 points                                                                                __________ 

 

 

Total of 15 points                                                                                                       __________ 

 

 

 

I I .  Assignm ent  for the Reading (65 points)  
For each chapter, including prologue, Art icles of Confederat ion and the US Const itut ion ,  summarize AND illust rate 

the big ideas. (5 points each chapter)  

 

I nt roduct ion (Prologue)               _____________                                                

The Call for a Convent ion       _____________ 

Makin Mr. Madison Wait        _____________ 

A Gathering of Dem igods       _____________ 

The Perils of Power        _____________ 

Schisms, Threats, and Comprom ises      _____________ 

Debat ing the Presidency Once Again      _____________ 

The Convent ion Ends        _____________ 

The Bat t le for Rat ificat ion       _____________ 

The I naugurat ion of President  Washington     _____________ 

Epilogue         _____________ 

The Art icles of Confederat ion       _____________ 

The United States Const itut ion       _____________ 

 

Total of 65 points        _____________ 

 

 

I I I . Post - Reading Assignm ent  ( 1 5  Points)  

 
1. What  is Carol Berkin’s thesis? 

2. I s she successful in support ing her thesis? Why or why not? To what  extent?  

3. Do you agree with her theory? Why or why not? 

4. I s A Brilliant  Solut ion:   I nvent ing the American Const itut ion the best   

      t it le for this book? What  t it le would you give to this book?  Explain your answer. 

5. Share any other react ions, thoughts, or quest ions you have. 10 pts total ______________ 

 

 

Com pare and Cont rast  the AOC to the US Const itut ion.  You m ay do this in any 

m anner you wish – 5 points                    _________ 

   
 

Total Grade of 100 points      __________ 

 

Turned in on time        __________ 

 



United States History Themes 

1.  Am erican Diversity  

• Diversity of American People 

• Relat ionships am ong different  groups 

• The roles of race, class, ethnicity, and gender 

 

2. Am erican I dent ity 

• Am erican nat ional character  

• I deas about  American Except ionalism  

• Recognizing regional differences 

• Varying interpretat ion of what  it  m eans to be an Am erican 

 

3.  Culture  

• Diverse individual and collect ive expressions  

• Literature, art , philosophy 

• Music, theater, film  

• Popular culture 

• Dimensions of cultural conflict  within American society 

 

4.  Dem ographic Changes  

• Changes in bir th, m arr iage and death rates 

• Changes in life expectancy and fam ily pat terns 

• Change in populat ion size and density 

• Economic, social, and polit ical effects of imm igrat ion 

• I nternal m igrat ion and m igrat ion networks 

 

5.  Econom ic Transform at ions  

• Changes in t rade, com m erce, and technology across t im e 

• Effects of capitalist  development  

• Effects of labor, unions and consum erism  

 

6.  Environm ent   

• Consum pt ion and conservat ion of natural resources 

• I m pact  of populat ion growth, and indust r ializat ion 

• I m pact  of pollut ion  

• Urban and suburban expansion 

 

 



7.  Globalizat ion  

• Engagem ent  with the rest  of the world (15 th century to present )  

• Colonialism , mercant ilism , global hegemony 

• Development  of markets, imperialism , and cultural exchange 

 

8.  Polit ics and Cit izenship  

• Colonial and revolut ionary legacies 

• American polit ical t radit ions 

• Growth of dem ocracy and the developm ent  of the m odern state 

• Defining cit izenship 

• Struggles for civil r ights 

 

9.  Reform   

• Diverse and various m ovem ents 

• Broad range of issues:   ant i-slavery, educat ion, labor, tem perance, wom en’s r ights 

• I ssues:   civil r ights, war public health and governm ent  

 

10.  Religion  

• Variety of religious beliefs and pract ices (pre-history to 21st century)  

• I nfluence of religion on polit ics, econom ics, and society 

 

11.  Slavery and I ts Legacies in North Am erica  

• System s of slave labor and other form s of unfree labor ( indentured servitude or cont ract  labor)  

• Slavery in American I ndian societ ies, the At lant ic World and The Am erican South and West   

• Econom ics of slavery and its racial dimensions 

• Pat terns of resistance and the long- term  economic, polit ical and social effects of slavery 

 

12.  War and Diplom acy  

• Armed conflict  from  pre-colonial to 21st century 

• I m pact  of war on Am erican foreign policy 

• I m pact  of war on polit ics, econom ics, and society 

 

 

 

 

 


