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The Puerto Rican Bar Association, Inc.

The Puerto Rican Bar Association, Inc. (PRBA) is a not-for-profit New York State corporation whose
mission is to cultivate critical engagement with the law and jurisprudence towards a more equitable and
inclusive administration of justice. Our membership is composed of attorneys, judges, both active and
retired, paralegals, and law students. Law students, as non-voting members, are eligible for our annual
scholarship awards. Tonight, the PRBA celebrates all of this year’s Award Recipients. We warmly
congratulate them on their example to our community.

The Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc.

The Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc. is a New York State corporation designated by
the federal government as a 501(c)(3) charity. The mission of the Puerto Rican Bar Association
Scholarship Fund, Inc. is to award scholarships to deserving law students to assist them in their legal
studies. All of the donations received are allocated by the Executive Board of the “Puerto Rican Bar
Association Scholarship Fund, Inc.” as a separate legal entity from the Puerto Rican Bar Association, Inc.
The Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc. sincerely appreciates the generous contributions
of members like you who support the education of the next generation of legal advocates.
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Remarks from PRBA President, Elba Galvan, Esq.

Dear PRBA family,

Thank you all for making this evening possible. Tonight is a special opportunity to come together, break
bread and celebrate our collective strength. We must also remember that for all we have achieved as
Latinas & Latinos in the law, we must continue to build on this success: we have many more partners to
name, judges to appoint, law students to foster, law school faculty to tenure and community leaders to
develop.

| am proud that the Puerto Rican Bar Association has begun to take some of those necessary steps. The
fruit of that effort is evident in this room ("shout out to our PRBA scholars and Metro LALSA"). My hope
is that the momentum we have gained will continue, for the sake of those who are here and for the
generation that will replace us.

Throughout the 57 years that have brought us to this point, we have relied on loyalty and trust. Loyalty
to our mission and trust in one another. This year the PRBA Board of Directors and | have worked
tirelessly to cast a wider net, attracting more advocates to our organization. Membership is up by over
50 percent, we have sponsored programs worth more than 15 CLE credits, have had record numbers
attend our events (in excess of 140 people at our Stop, Frisk and Judicial Independence CLE), and
invigorated a network of past scholarship recipients that will serve as a model for years to come. Most
importantly, we have continued to engage our members’ attention and commitment to changes needed
in the law.

My passion has been, and remains, to illuminate issues relevant to our community. One of my greatest
pleasures as your president has been to receive your feedback on our statements, editorials and
programming. | am indebted to you for your enthusiasm in joining me on this journey, a journey that has
been thrilling and often all-consuming — eclipsing all else in my life at any given moment. Thus, with the
summer near, | look forward to traveling with my three school-aged children, and broadening their
horizons beyond the familiar. | hope to rejoin you all when life permits. Know that | will carry with me
the great honor of serving as your President, proud of what we have accomplished together, and
heartened by the progress we will continue to make as a family.

Until then and as ever, Pa'lante...

Elba Galvan
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Remarks from Incoming President, Carlos Perez-Hall

[ am honored and privileged to be the next President of the Puerto Rican Bar Association. As
we conclude the 57t year of the existence of the Puerto Rican Bar Association, I would like to thank
the current administration, led by President Elba Galvan, as well as all of the previous
administrations, for all of their hard work, dedication, and perseverance. They have truly paved the
way for the next generation of leaders in our community.

Over the past year, the Puerto Rican Bar Association hosted a number of programs that
focused on issues facing the Latino community, ranging from using the media to advocate for
immigration clients to the status of Puerto Rico. We offered our members CLE courses, celebrated
our prior scholarship recipients and continued to support our judiciary through our involvement in
screening panels. We modernized our website and updated our ability to communicate with our
members through enhanced technology; we increased our membership exponentially through
these improvements.

Moving forward, it is vital for the Puerto Rican Bar Association to look to its members to
encourage and support one another. We are the leaders of the Hispanic community in New York
State, and it is my job to advance the well being of our members so that we flourish as individuals
and as a group.

It is my goal during my time as President to increase networking opportunities by hosting
events, such as Town Hall meetings and cocktail parties, where the membership will be invited to
meet the current Board and discuss ways to improve our Association. By sponsoring fundraisers
with other bar associations, I plan to increase our members’ exposure to other demographics so
that we can demonstrate the wealth of talent we possess, as Puerto Rican and Latino attorneys, to a
greater audience.

[ encourage all members this year to rethink how they can contribute to the Puerto Rican
Bar Association. Consider what you love about our organization, and if it doesn’t currently exist,
create it. I plan on creating a Judicial Screening Panel administered exclusively by the Puerto Rican
Bar Association, so that we, as Puerto Ricans, will have a greater voice in shaping the stock and
quality of our judiciary. I plan on creating a living history of the Puerto Rican Bar Association by
asking our esteemed members to write about their experiences in the organization, how the
organization has changed over time, and how it has affected them, so that we never forget how the
organization began and the richness of our collective history. These are but a few examples of how |
plan on growing our organization.

[ am proud to be the incoming President of the Puerto Rican Bar Association. | have many
more ideas about what we can do next year, but rather than me listing them all here, I'd rather you
come say hello to me and talk about how we can improve the Puerto Rican Bar Association
together. If you don’t know me, I'm the tall skinny guy in the crowd who is always smiling. I can’t
wait to meet you and start working on these new ideas with you this year.

Respectfully,
Carlos Perez-Hall
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Keynote Speaker

Melissa Mark-Viverito

Melissa Mark-Viverito currently serves as the Speaker of the New York City Council, the first
Puerto Rican and Latina to hold a citywide elected position. She represents the 8th District,
which includes El Barrio/East Harlem and the South Bronx.

Speaker Mark-Viverito was born and raised in San Juan, Puerto Rico. She worked for over two
decades in local activism, nonprofit organizations and labor before being elected to the City
Council in 2005, as the first Puerto Rican woman and Latina to represent her district in the
Council.

In 2009, she was elected to her second term in the City Council, during which she served as
Chair of the Committee on Parks and Recreation, the founding Co-Chair of the Progressive
Caucus and as a member of the Black, Latino and Asian Caucus. In 2011, she was one of four
Council Members to pioneer the first-ever Participatory Budgeting process in New York City.

She is a graduate of Columbia College at Columbia University and Baruch College, City
University of New York, where she studied Public Administration through the National Urban
Fellows Program.
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Judicial Excellence Award

Hon. A. Gail Prudenti

The Honorable A. Gail Prudenti was appointed Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts of New York
State, by Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman effective December 1, 2011. As Chief Administrative Judge, she
oversees the administration and operation of the statewide court system, with a budget of over $2.7
billion, 3,600 State and locally paid Judges and 15,000 non-judicial employees in over 350 court locations
around the state.

Prior to her appointment as Chief Administrative Judge, she served as the Presiding Justice of the
Appellate Division for the Second Judicial Department in New York State, the first woman to hold that
position, having been appointed thereto, in February 2002, by then-Governor George E. Pataki. Before
that, she was the first woman from Suffolk County to serve as an Associate Justice of the Appellate
Division for the Second Judicial Department. Prior to ascending to the Appellate Division, Judge Prudenti
was the Administrative Judge for the Tenth Judicial District (Suffolk County) for almost three years. At
the time of her appointment as a District Administrative Judge, in February of 1999, Judge Prudenti was
also the Surrogate of Suffolk County and was the first and only Surrogate in New York to hold the
position of a District Administrative Judge. In August 2011, then-Presiding Justice Prudenti was
designated to serve as a Judge of the Court of Appeals for the hearing and determination of the appeal
and any related motions in the case of Matter of World Trade Center Bombing Litigation.

Judge Prudenti’s judicial career began in 1991 when she was elected to the New York State Supreme
Court where she served until 1995, at which time she began her term as the first woman elected
Surrogate of Suffolk County. In 1996, during her tenure as Surrogate, Judge Prudenti was also
designated as an Acting Supreme Court Justice and received the additional responsibilities of presiding
over a dedicated Guardianship Part. After six years as the Surrogate, Judge Prudenti was reelected to
the Supreme Court bench.

She earned her law degree from the University of Aberdeen, in Scotland, which also awarded her an
honorary Doctorate of Laws in 2004. She graduated from Marymount College of Fordham University
with honors. Her first position was in the Suffolk County Surrogate’s Court where she was a Clerk and
then a Law Assistant. For two years following her service in the Surrogate’s Court, she served as an
Assistant District Attorney for Suffolk County. Over the next decade, she was a private practitioner
specializing in trusts and estates and was special counsel to the New York City Patrolmen’s Benevolent
Association’s Widows and Orphans Fund. She has had extensive litigation experience in all the
Surrogate’s Courts in the metropolitan area.



Judicial Excellence Award

Her legal writings are extensive. Over 1,000 of Judge Prudenti’s decisions have been published. She has
contributed articles to many publications, such as “The New York Law Journal,” “Newsday,” “The Suffolk
Lawyer” and “The Jurist.” She has also published handbooks for guardians ad litem and has written
extensively on guardianship proceedings. Additionally, Judge Prudenti has been a frequent lecturer
throughout Suffolk County, Long Island, and the State, appearing at seminars and other functions
sponsored by the Suffolk Academy of Law, the New York State Bar Association, the New York State
Surrogate’s Association, the Office of Court Administration, the University of the State of New York at
Stony Brook, Touro Law Center, the Diocese of Rockville Centre, and the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Brooklyn, to name a few.

The judge is a member of the Advisory Panel of Judges of the New York State Lawyer Assistance Trust
Program, a member of the Council of Chief Judges of the National Center for State Courts, a former
chairperson of the Office of Court Administration’s Mental Health Curriculum Committee for Trial
Judges, co-chair of the Chief Judge’s Task Force on Delay in the Courts, a member of the Chief Judge’s
Commission on Public Access to Court Records, a former member of the Chief Administrative Judge’s
Judicial Legislative Group and a member of the OCA’s Gender Bias and Anti-Discrimination Panel. In
addition, the judge is a member of the Judicial Section of the American Bar Association, the former
Presiding Member of the Judicial Section of the New York State Bar Association, a member of the New
York State Trial Lawyers Association and the New York State Women’s Bar Association, a former co-chair
of the Surrogate’s Court Committee of the Suffolk County Bar Association, a member of the Suffolk
County Women'’s Bar Association, which she helped found, and a member of the Board of Directors of
the Suffolk County Columbian Lawyers Association.

Judge Prudenti is an accomplished administrator and an experienced supervisor of large scale court
operations, including one of the busiest appellate courts in the United States. As Presiding Justice, she
served on the Judiciary’s primary decision-making body, the Administrative Board of the Courts, which
provides direction and establishes statewide policies and practices for New York State’s Unified Court
System. In her various leadership roles, the judge has developed innovative programs and instituted
many initiatives to enhance the administration of justice and promote the public’s trust and confidence
in the courts.

In her current role as Chief Administrative Judge, Judge Prudenti acts as the final authority on all
administrative actions and services in the New York State Unified Court System, is the sole appointive
authority for members of numerous statewide committees, and, in collaboration with the Presiding
Justices, determines the annual assignment of over 3,300 justices and judges in the trial courts of the
State of New York. She also serves as a member of the Oversight Board for Judiciary Civil Legal Services
Funds in New York, which grants annual awards totaling $25 million to legal services providers to the
indigent throughout New York State, and as a member of the New York City Advisory Board for
Administration for Children’s Services. She recently established the Annual Judicial Excellence Awards to
acknowledge two outstanding jurists for their extraordinary contributions to New York’s judiciary and
for their dedication and leadership in advancing the quality of justice.

While appreciative of the recognition and numerous awards she has received throughout the years from
assorted groups and organizations, Judge Prudenti feels her greatest honor has been the opportunity to
serve the people of the State of New York. The judge lives with her husband and fellow lawyer and
former Suffolk County Attorney, Robert J. Cimino, in the Village of Bellport.



Community Service Award

Carol Robles Roman

Carol A. Robles-Romaén is the former Deputy Mayor for Legal Affairs

and Counsel to Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg. She is the first woman to

serve as Counsel to a NYC Mayor. For twelve years she was a member of
NYC's executive leadership team. A lifelong New Yorker, her

background includes leadership positions in governance, economic and
business development, strategy and complex operations. She advised the
Mayor and the executive branch on governance and compliance, judicial
selection, anti-discrimination laws, ethics, police oversight, disability and
access laws, domestic violence, and immigration. She led and oversaw the
overhaul of several city agencies to improve access to justice and city

services for New Yorkers. As a top executive for the NYS judiciary,

she oversaw statewide operations for human resources, budget, technology

and education and training divisions, and was named the first Special Inspector
General for Bias Matters and later Special Counsel to then Chief
Administrative Judge Jonathan Lippman. In business, she was Sr. Vice
President/General Counsel of the Puerto Rico Industrial Development
Company, a $200 million public corporation where she led its continental business development offices
in NYC, Chicago and California.

Carol is a national public speaker and appears regularly in the media, most recently on CNN discussing
her mentorship program, GPS:Girl Power School, and on ABC speaking about national and international
trends in the law and courts, education, women’s rights, immigration, human trafficking and violence
against women.

She has been recognized for her innovative and collaborative leadership style and for her work with
corporations, foundations, community leaders, advocates, government officials and policy experts in
creating several public private partnerships including the Latin Media and Entertainment Commission;
NYC's first of the state-of-the-art Family Justice Centers, with dedicated prosecutors, civil attorneys, law
enforcement and service providers under one roof; and the city's partnership with Grey New York, media
professionals and service providers to develop a first -of-its-kind multimedia public awareness initiative:
Let’s Call an End to Human Trafficking. She convened and chaired the Mayor’s Office Survivors of
Human Exploitation Working Group, and led efforts for global and local solutions including focus on teen
trafficking. She convened the NYS/NYC Anti-Child Trafficking Working Group to help government
entities create better tools to work with children and families.

She is dedicated to higher education and sits on the boards of several institutions, including the National
Association of Women Lawyers and the City University of New York, the country's largest urban public
university system. She has received numerous awards and recognitions, such as 2011 “100 Most
Influential Hispanics,, by Hispanic Business Magazine, and PODER Magazine — ABC Business Awards
for demonstrated remarkable strategy, vision and leadership. She is married to her college sweetheart
(and former Puerto Rican Bar Association President) U.S. District Judge Nelson Roman.



Law Firm Diversity Award

Orrick LLP

About Orrick

Orrick is a leading global law firm focused on counseling companies in the energy and
infrastructure, financial services and technology sectors. Celebrating our 150th anniversary, our
25-office firm is recognized by Law360 as one of the Global 20 law firms. We are known for our
work on innovative domestic and cross-border corporate and finance transactions. Orrick
litigators also have an extraordinary record of wins in high-stakes disputes. The Recorder named
Orrick as California Litigation Department of the Year for 2013, and The American Lawyer
selected Orrick as a finalist for IP Department of the Year. Chambers Global cites the firm’s teams
for leadership across 43 transactional and litigation practice areas and recognizes 97 Orrick
lawyers worldwide as leading practitioners. Recognizing our strong culture of client service
excellence, mentoring, inclusion and community responsibility, The American Lawyer named
Orrick to its 10-Year A-List.

About Orrick's Diversity and Inclusion Initiative

For nearly 25 years, Orrick’s Diversity and Inclusion Committee--one of the first in a major law
firm--has advised management on a broad range of initiatives to ensure that Orrick is successful
in hiring, retaining and promoting diverse lawyers. Lawyers and staff on the Diversity and
Inclusion Committee take action to ensure that Orrick’s lawyers are diverse and positioned to
thrive personally and professionally. Our diversity and inclusion committees are actively involved
in the firms recruiting efforts, orientation, summer program, training and mentoring programs,
and pro bono and community activities. Diverse lawyers play an integral role in managing the
firm (as members of the firms board, office and practice group leaders, and committee chairs
among others) and shaping its future. We are committed to bringing diverse perspectives to bear
in every aspect of firm life and ensuring that we provide an inclusive and supportive environment
for all.

Our diversity and inclusion program has received recognition from the Minority Corporate
Counsel Association (three-time winner of the Sager Award for diversity) and the Human Rights
Campaign. Yale Law Women named Orrick as a Top 10 Family Friendly Law Firm for the past two
years and Working Mother Magazine named Orrick as one of its 50 Best Law Firms for Women
for the fifth time in its latest survey. We have been recognized by our clients’ corporate legal
departments--including Morgan Stanley, Microsoft and Intel--for our progress in advancing
diversity in the legal profession. In addition, the New York City Bar Association recently named
New York restructuring partner and head of Orrick’s Diversity and Inclusion Initiative, Lorraine
McGowen, one of its Diversity & Inclusion Champions.

www.orrick.com




Academic Excellence Award

Professor Cristina M. Rodriguez

Cristina M. Rodriguez was appointed Professor of Law at Yale Law School in January 2013.
From 2011-2013, she served as Deputy Assistant Attorney General in the Office of Legal
Counsel in the U.S. Department of Justice, and from 2004-2012 she was on the faculty at the
NYU School of Law. Professor Rodriguez is also a non-resident fellow at the Migration Policy
Institute in Washington, D.C., and she has been a term member on the Council on Foreign
Relations and the Henry L. Stimson Visiting Professor of Law at Harvard Law School. Professor
Rodriguez’s fields of research and teaching include immigration law and policy; constitutional
law and theory; administrative law and process; language rights and language policy; and
citizenship theory. Her most recent works include Negotiating Conflict through Federalism
(2014), Regulatory Pluralism and the Interests of Migrants (2013); Immigration, Civil Rights,
and the Formation of the People (2013); Non-citizen voting and the extra-constitutional
construction of the polity (2010); Constraint through Delegation (2010); The President and
Immigration Law (2009); and The Significance of the Local in Immigration Regulation (2008).
Before entering academia, she served as a law clerk to Justice Sandra Day O’Connor of the U.S.
Supreme Court and Judge David S. Tatel of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit.
Originally from San Antonio, Texas, Professor Rodriguez earned a B.A. in History from Yale
College in 1995, a Master of Letters in Modern History in 1998 from Oxford University, where
she was a Rhodes Scholar, and a J.D. from Yale Law School in 2000, where she was an Articles
Editor on the Yale Law Journal and a co-recipient of the Benjamin Scharps Prize for the best
paper written by a third-year student. Her mother is from Ponce, Puerto Rico and her father is
from Havana, Cuba.



Non—Profit Excellence Award

TINO HERNANDEZ

Tino Hernandez was appointed President and Chief Executive Officer of
Samaritan Village, Inc., on December 18, 2008. He is responsible for the
administration of one of the largest non-profit providers of community-based
substance abuse treatment services in New York State. Serving more than
6,000 people each year, the agency has evolved into a nationally recognized
organization providing comprehensive health and human services through a
network of more than 20 facilities in New York City and upstate New York.

He leads Samaritan’s efforts to deliver quality services to underserved populations including addicted men
and women, clients with co-occurring mental health disorders, veterans suffering from Post Traumatic Stress
Disorders, offenders, women and children, homeless individuals and seniors. He manages an annual
operating budget of approximately $70 million and a staff of over 600 employees.

In June 2013, the Governor appointed Mr. Hernandez to the newly created Behavioral Health Services
Advisory Council. He is an appointee to the Governor’s Medicaid Redesign Team (MRT) Behavioral Health
Workgroup, which has been working to ensure that the Medicaid program functions within spending limits
and offers quality services. He also serves on the MRT Affordable Housing Workgroup that focuses on the
availability of supportive housing options for targeted populations in need. In November 2012, he was
appointed by the Governor to the NYS Respond Commission, tasked with finding ways to ensure that New
York State is ready to respond to weather-related disasters.

Mr. Hernandez serves on the boards of the Legal Action Center and the Coalition of Behavioral Health
Agencies, where he is President.

Prior to joining Samaritan Village, Mr. Hernandez was the second longest serving Chairman of the New York
City Housing Authority (NYCHA), serving from March 2001 until December 2008. Prior to NYCHA, he
held several executive positions within city government including Commissioner of the NYC Department of
Juvenile Justice, Chief of Staff to the Deputy Mayor for Education and Human Services overseeing several
city agencies including the Human Resources Administration, the Department of Homeless Services, the
Department for the Aging, the Department of Youth and Community Development, NYCHA and the
Mayor’s Offices for AIDS Policy Coordination and People with Disabilities.

Mr. Hernandez also served as Deputy Commissioner for Adult Services at the NYC Department of Homeless
Services. There, he was responsible for the formation of homeless shelter policy and led the City’s efforts to
privatize and convert city shelters to programmatic shelters operated by community based organizations that
addressed underlying problems of homelessness, such as mental health, substance abuse, and unemployment.
Prior to that he served as Assistant Commissioner for the Division of HIV Program Services at the NYC
Department of Health where he oversaw HIV health care and HIV prevention initiatives.

Before entering government, Mr. Hernandez was Vice President for Clinical Services at Samaritan Village.
Mr. Hernandez obtained a Bachelor of Science degree from Adelphi University in 1986. A licensed social
worker (LMSW), he graduated in 1988 from the SUNY at Albany, Nelson A. Rockefeller College of Public
Affairs and Policy with a Masters in Social Work with a concentration in management. He is married and
resides in Manhattan. He is the father of two children.



THE PRBA 57™ ANNIVERSARY SCHOLARSHIP GALA’S
SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

GALA COMMITTEE

Elba Galvan (Co-Chair)
Neysa Alsina (Co-Chair)
Alexander Badillo
Maxine Galvan
Elena Goldberg Velazquez
Carlos Perez-Hall
Rosevelie Marquez Morales
Nilda Rivera
Catherine Torres
Hon. Javier Vargas
Tara Zurheide

SILENT AUCTION COMMITTEE
AND DONORS

Nilda Rivera (Chair)
Neysa Alsina
Elba Galvan
Helen Cristofalo
Carmen Pacheco
Frank Torres
Elizabeth Arden
Municipal Credit Union
New York Giants
New York Jets
New York Sports Club
Sofrito Restaurant
Duffy & Duffy LLP
Inson Dubois Wood LLC
RSI

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Robinson Iglesias (Co-Chair)
Carmen Torrent (Co-Chair)
Neysa Alsina
Alexander Badillo
Elba Galvan
Ruby Marin-Jordan
Hon. Javier Vargas

VOLUNTEERS

Jenny Alcaide
Christopher Carrion
Lino Diaz
Peter Garcia
Julisa Medina
Peter Medina
Guillermina Passa Quevedo
Elizabeth Perez
Jaclyn Quiles
Luis Rodriguez
Camilo Romero
Rebeca Rumayor
Alexandra T. Schwartz
Anetta Sookhdeo

**Special thanks to Rebeca Rumayor for compiling our electronic gala journal.**



The Puerto Rican Bar Association

Scholarship Fund, Inc.

would like to thank the following sponsors

for making this event possible:

Platinum Sponsor
The City University of New York (CUNY)

Silver Sponsors
Borah, Goldstein, Altschuler, Nahins & Goidel, PC
Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP
MetLife

Bronze Sponsors
AARP
Acacia Network
Aetna

Cablevision
Cleary, Gottlieb, Steen & Hamilton, LLP
Duffy & Duffy, PLLC
Gorayeb & Associates, PC
Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Friedman, LLP

MirRam Group, LLC

Perkins Coie
Samaritan Village
Trolman, Glaser & Lichtman, PC
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The City University of New York

congratulates the
Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund

and distinguished honorees
Hon. Gail A. Prudenti
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Prof. Cristina Rodriguez
Carol Robles-Roman
Samaritan Village

on the occasion of the
PRBA annual scholarship dinner

MAY 14, 2014

Keynote Speaker is City Council Speaker Melissa Mark Viverito

The City
BENNO SCHMIDT mumversty WiLLiaMm P. KELLY
A

CHAIRPERSON, BOARD OF TRUSTEES Y INTERIM CHANCELLOR
New York

1-800-CUNY-YES  WWW.CUNY.EDU CUNY TV-Channel 73




BORAH GOLDSTEIN ALTSCHULER
NAHINS « GOIDEL, P.C.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Congratulates All the Honorees

Hon. Gail A. Prudenti
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP
Prof. Cristina Rodriguez
Carol Robles-Roman
Samaritan Village

Manhattan Office Queens Office
377 Broadway 108-18 Queens Boulevard
New York, New York 10013 Forest Hills, New York 11375
Tel: (212)431-1300 Tel: (718) 263-6611

Fax: (212) 965-2612 Fax: (718) 263-8272



AARP PROUDLY
SALUTES THE
PUERTO RICAN
BAR ASSOCIATION.

AARP proudly salutes the Puerto Rican Bar Association for its
dedication to the advancement of the Hispanic community.
Your efforts have empowered countless individuals to expand
their educational opportunities.

Learn more about AARP at soyAARP.org

AARP

Posibilidades a tu alcance
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DIVERSITY
AND INCLUSION

AT ORRICK

ORRICK

Orrick is proud to support

The Puerto Rican Bar
Association’s 57th Annual
Scholarship Fund Gala

We congratulate the evening’s honorees
and commend the PRBA for its history of
service and commitment to Puerto Rican
and Latino communities.

UNITED STATES | EUROPE | ASIA WWW.ORRICK.COM




Diversity lets us
reach new heights.

The MetLife Legal Affairs Diversity Committee works to attract employees, vendors, and
outside counsel that bring fresh ideas, new perspectives, and well-rounded experience. It's a complex
marketplace, and MetLife recognizes the value of diverse and unique perspectives in touching the lives
of our customers, shareholders and business partners.

MetLife and MetLife Legal Affairs are proud to have received the following awards:

e Human Rights Campaign Foundation's Corporate Equality Index “Best Places to Work”

e Diversity MBA “Top 50 Companies for Diverse Managers”

e National Association for Female Executives (NAFE) “Top Companies for Executive Women”

e Employer of Choice for the Northeast Region by Minority Corporate Counsel Association (MCCA)

e National Association of Women Lawyer's President’s Award in recognition of initiatives to advance
women and minority attorneys both in-house and in outside law firms

1 "

e Working Mother magazine's “ 100 Best Companies”
e Diversitylnc “Top 50 Companies for Diversity”

e Hispanic Business magazine's “Diversity Elite”

e MetLife has received a series of awards throughout their partnership with INROADS, including “Sponsor
of the Year” award for consistently demonstrating support of INROADS" mission around enrollment,
and providing development opportunities for interns

o
For more information visit metlife.com. Mell'l.lfe

1 CAN DO THIS.

© 2014 Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (MLIC), New York, NY 10166.  © 2014 Peanuts Worldwide LLC  1404-1151




ROOTED IN THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1969

Supports

The Puerto Rican Bar Association

&

Congratulates
The 2014 Award Recipients

Milagros Baez O’Toole Raul Russi Hon. Hector L. Diaz Pamela Mattel Tomas Del Rio
Chairwoman of the Board Chief Executive Officer President Chief Operating Officer Chief Financial Officer

300 EAST 175TH STREET, BRONX NY 10457 | P:718.299.1100 | F:718.299.0463 | WWW.ACACIANETWORK.ORG




CLEARY
(GOTTLIEB

NEW YORK
WASHINGTON
PARIS
BRUSSELS
LONDON
MOSCOW
FRANKFURT
COLOGNE
ROME
MILAN
HONG KONG
BEUJING

BUENOS AIRES

SAO PAULO

ABU DHABI

SEOUL

proudly congratulates

The Puerto Rican Bar Association
Scholarship Fund, Inc.

2014 Award Recipients

Judicial Excellence Award
Hon. Gail Prudenti

Chief Administrative Judge of the
Courts of New York State

Community Service Award
Carol Robles-Roman
President and CEO of Legal Momentum

Law Firm Diversity Award
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP

Academic Excellence Award
Prof. Cristina Rodriguez
Yale Law School

and

Non-Profit Excellence Award
Samaritan Village

clearygottlieb.com



ALL OF US AT DUFFY & DUFFY, PLLC
ARE PLEASED TO ACKNOWLEDGE AND

SUPPORT THE EXTRAORDINARY DEDICATION
AND COMMITMENT OF

THE PUERTO RICAN BAR
ASSOCIATION, INC.

WE WOULD ALSO LIKE TO EXTEND BEST
WISHES AND CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS
YEAR’S HONOREES AND AWARD RECIPIENTS

UFFY
¥I/YUFEY.

1370 REXCORP PLAZA, UNIONDALE, NEW YORK 11556 516-394-4200
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KASOWITZ

KASOWITZ BENSON TORRES & FRIEDMAN LLP

IS PLEASED TO SUPPORT THE

PUERTO RICAN
BAR ASSOCIATION'S

>/TH ANNIVERSARY

SCHO!

‘CHAMPIONING

LARSHIP

"UND GALA

HE FUTURE:

HARNESSING OUR POTENTIAL’

AND CONGRATULATES THE

2014 HONOREES

NEW YORK WASHINGTON DC LOS ANGELES ATLANTA
SILICON VALLEY MIAMI SAN FRANCISCO HOUSTON NEWARK

WWW.KASOWIT

2.COM



Perkins
Cole

Legal Counsel to Great Companies®

Perkins Coie is proud to support
the Puerto Rican Bar Association’s
57th Anniversary Scholarship
Fund Gala Banquet.

We congratulate the following award recipients on their admirable accomplishments and
contributions to the Puerto Rican & Latino Communities:

Honorable Gail A. Prudenti, Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts of New York State
Recipient of the Judicial Excellence Award

Orrick LLP
Recipient of the Law Firm Diversity Award

Cristina M. Rodriguez, Professor of Law, Yale Law School
Recipient of the Academic Excellent Award

Carol A. Robles-Roman, President & CEO of Legal Momentum
Recipient of the Community Service Award

Samaritan Village, Tino Hernandez, President and Chief Executive Officer
Recipient of the Non-Profit Excellence Award

contact: Schuyler G. Carroll, New York Managing Partner
phone: 212.262.6905 -« email: SCarroll@perkinscoie.com

contact: Dennis C. Hopkins, Partner
phone: 212.262.6916 -+ email: DHopkins@perkinscoie.com

30 Rockefeller Plaza, 22nd Floor
New York, NY 10112

www.perkinscoie.com Perkins Coie LLP ATTORNEY ADVERTISING




Samaritan
Village
WHERE GOQOD LIVES™

samaritanvillage.org

Samaritan Village is proud to support
the Puerto Rican Bar Association’s
57th Anniversary Scholarship Fund Banquet:
Championing the Future:

Harnessing Our Collective Fund

Congratulations to our President/CEO
TINO HERNANDEZ

And Fellow Honorees

HON. GAIL PRUDENTI
Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts of New York State

ORRICK HERRINGTON & SUTCLIFFE LLP
PROF. CRISTINA RODRIGUEZ

Yale School of Law

TRUSTEE CAROL ROBLES-ROMAN
City University of New York

Samaritan Village is a premier health and human services organization providing health and behavioral health
services, programs for veterans and housing to nearly 9,000 New Yorkers each year at more than 20 facilities
throughout New York City and upstate New York.



Trolman, Glaser & Lichtman, PC

NEW YORK PERSONAL INJURY LAWYERS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
PUERTO RICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

ON ITS 57" ANNIVERSARY
SCHOLARSHIP FUND GALA

AND

TO THIS EVENING’S HONOREES AND
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

www.tgllaw.com
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AFFINITY

Dear Friends:

Greetings to everyone gathered for the Puerto Rican Bar Association’s 57th Anniversary Scholarship
Fund Gala. It is a great honor to be part of the Host Committee for such an important event.

For more than 50 years, the Puerto Rican Bar Association has worked to promote the interests of
Puerto Rican and Latino attorneys, judges, law professors and students, and to address the issues
affecting Puerto Rican, Latino and under represented communities.

Since 1978, the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund has raised funds to award financial
scholarships to deserving law students, giving even more Latinos the opportunity to pursue their
dreams and achieve their full potential.

USI Affinity has been partnering with Bar Associations to serve attorneys and the legal community for
more than 60 years, so we applaud the PRBA’s efforts, and we commend all those who make the PRBA
and its scholarship program an ongoing success. We are thrilled to be a part of it.

Your commitment to social and economic justice for all Americans, and your tireless personal and
professional support for Latinos in the legal profession, continues to improve countless lives every day.

Best wishes for continued success.

Warmest regards,

&

Joe Rivera, Vice President

USI Affinity, Professional Insurance Solutions
261 Madison Avenue, 6th Floor

New York, NY 10016

Direct Phone 212-842-3423

Toll Free Phone: 877-245-8550
Joe.Rivera@usi.biz



gongraiulafions

The Puerto Rican Bar Association

and Elba R. Galvan, Esq., president
Carlos Perez-Hall, Esq., President Elect

on celebrating the
57™ Anniversary Gala

and to the

2014 Distinguished Honorees

JUDICIAL EXCELLENCE AWARD:
HON. GAIL PRUDENTI

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE OF THE COURTS OF NEW YORK

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE AWARD: COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD:

PROF. CRISTINA RODRIGUEZ CAROL ROBLES-ROMAN
YALE UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW CUNY TRUSTEE

LAW FIRM DIVERSITY AWARD: NON-PROFIT EXCELLENCE AWARD:
ORRICK HERRINGTON & SUTCLIFFE LLP SAMARITAN VILLAGE

r MirRam Group, LLC




Strong

Mc ) Trusted

Growing

Municipal Credit Union Salutes

The Puerto Rican Bar Association, Inc.
at its 57t Anniversary Scholarship
Fund Gala

Board of Directors

Mark S. Brantley, Esq., Chairman S. Nana Osei-Bonsu, Treasurer
Hon. Sylvia G. Ash, I Vice Chair James Durrah, Asst. Treasurer
C. Richard Wagner, 2nd Vice Chair Tessa 1. Hackett-Vieira, Director
Caroll Duncanson, 3rd Vice Chair Loretta Y. Jones, Director
Shirley G. Jenkins, Secretary Beryl Major, Director
Joy S. Schwartz, Esq., Asst. Secretary Mario Matos, Jr., Director

Thomas E. Diana, Director Emeritus

Kam Wong, President/CEO

Supervisory Committee

Giovanni Porcelli, Chairman Joseph Guagliardo, Member
Karen Lucas, Secretary Cheryl Wright, Member
Almeta Coaxum, Member

Best Wishes to this year’s honorees and
scholarship recipients.

Municipal Credit Union offers a full range of financial services to
Government, Health Care and Education employees. For information call
(212) 693-4900 or visit us at nymcu.org.

22 Cortlandt Street, New York, NY 10007

Federally Insured by NCUA




Day Pitney proudly supports the
Puerto Rican Bar Association

Annual Gala

Diverse People + Diverse Perspectives +
Diverse Practices

DAY PITNEY 1w

BOSTON CONNECTICUT NEW JERSEY NEW YORK WASHINGTON, DC | www.daypitney.com

Asker A. Saeed, Director of Diversity | asaeed@daypitney.com | (973) 966 8712



Banking On Justice

Esquire Bank stands with you in the fight against tort-reform,
and by viewing your cases as assets, were able to provide
superior lending options to improve your cash flow. Together we
can build your business more efficiently and effectively.

IL Esquire Bank

You don’t have to settle for less.

esquirebank.com | 1.800.996.0213



00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

To a Model President and
an Exemplary Mentor
Thank You for Welcoming Us
into the Puerto Rican Bar Association Family

Siempre Pa’lante, Elbita!

National Latina & Latino Law Students
Association {nllsa.org}

MetroLALSA {metrolalsa.org}

PRBA Scholars 2010-2014

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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g _THE PUERTO RICAN BAR ASSOCIA N OF" FL@RU@AQS'
~ ANNUAL GALA ANDIMOOITCOURTCOMPETIMION
ARIE GOMING TO ORLANDO,

Join us for an exciting moot court competition and red carpet gala dinner.
Experience power networking, earn CLE credits and make new memories
with your family at one of our world famous theme parks!

OCTOBER 10 - 12, 2014 REGISTRATION INFO

7L HOTEL REGISTRATION WWW.FLMCC.ORG

Hohday [nin 2-800-HOLIDAY For more Information call 407.841.7373 or

Booking Code: PRB il orb i
Orlando - Lake Buena Vista www.hiorlando.com email prba.mootcourt@gmail.com

ORLANDO 2014
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05 o PuerTo Rico
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3rd PRBA MOOT COURT COMPETITION & CONVENTION

OCTOBER 10 - 12, 2014
REGISTRATION FORM

FIRM /BUSINESS: OFFICES:
LAST NAME:
ADDRESS:

CITY:

PHONE:

WHICH BARASSOC. DOYOU BELONG TO? A . 0O &

AsocIACION ¢
08 As0A005 0 PuekTo Rico K-

A portion of the registration fee will go to your local bar.
prbaflorida.org prbany.com priawyersassociation.com fedbar.org

REGISTRATION FEE: $250

SEMINARS & ACTIVITIES

ALL SEMINARS WILL BE HELD SATURDAY; OCT. 11| 9 juDGES COCKTAIL RECEPTION FRI. OCT. 10 - 7PH-10PM

1., mccl’ugzdﬁr?rl:;;:agx.l’ETlTION T WILL ATTD PR U $75 Included in registration fee.
] WILL NOTATTEND
% FLORIDA ELECTION LAW 4eM - 32w | 2 GALA DINNER SAT. OCT. 19 - OPM-12A
8.5 CLE credits for FL Bar Members.[ ] WILL ATTEND O $100 Gala dinner (black tie), will be held at
(200 value included in registration.) 7] \W|LL NOT ATTEND 1805 Lake Buena Vista

(formally known as the Holiday Inn)
3 CONSTL. LAWINTHE CASE OF PUERTO RICO 9AM =1PM

7 CLE credits for FL Bar Members.[ ] WILL ATTEND
($100 value included in registration.) ] WILL NOTATTEND P U R C H A S E O R D E R

Please make checks payable to
IMMIGRATION LAW 1P - 8PN : yer
& FL BarCLE creditspending. ] WILLATTEND Puerto Rican Bar Association of FL.
(100 value included in registration.) WILL NOT ATTEND | REGISTRATION
U o (Includes CLE and cocktail reception.) $250
5 BANKRUPTCY LAW &P =8P | RECEPTION ONLY $75
FL Bar CLE credits pending. [(J WILL ATTEND FRl. OCT- 10 = 7P
(s100 value included in registration.) [ ] WILL NOT ATTEND DINNER ONLY $100
SAT. OCT. 11 = 9Pl
DISNEY TICKETS
DISNEY TICKETS $100

4 DAY |OPENDA
g, TICKETS ARE GOOD FROM 4PMTILL CLOSE v OPEN DATES

These special tickets are only available through the | HOTEL REGISTRATION $
convention committee and not the ticket booths. |1-800-HOLIDAY Booking Code: PRB "~

www.hiorlando.com
2 $25 DISNEY GIFT CARD

[ $100 1805 Lake Buena Vista TOTAL:

WWW.PRBAFLORIDA.ORG ¢ P 407-841-7373 » F 407-841-7181



RIDGE ABSTRACT CORP.

Proudly Supports

The Puerto Rican Bar Association
and congratulates

Betty Lugo, Esq.
Incoming President-Elect

Louis C. Spano
Vice President

Brooklyn New York New Jersey
1967 Mc Donald Avenue 120 Wall Street 1 Bethany Road
Brooklyn, NY 11223 New York, NY 10005 Hazlet, NJ 07730
718 338-0065 212 714-243 732 888-7765

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL
TITLE INSURANCE * 1031 EXCHANGE * SETTLEMENT STATEMENTS
www.ridgeabstractcorp.com




SOBEL AFFILIATES

A BROWN & BROWN COMPANY
INSURANCEl, /nsurance since

CONGRATULATIONS TO

Betty Lugo, Esq.
Incoming President-Elect
The Puerto Rican Bar Association

ALAN LABADOREF C.P.C.U.
Managing Director
516-745-0000

Brown & Brown Inc., dba Sobel Affiliates
595 Stewart Avenue, 6™ Floor
Garden City, N.Y. 11530

General Business Insurance Employee Benefits
Life & Group Health Personal Insurance



COMMITTEES:
CHARLES E. SCHUMER

NEW YORK BANKING
DEMOCRATIC POLICY & COMMUNICATIONS

FINANCE
JUDICIARY

NMnited States Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3203
May 9, 2013

Dear Friends:

I am honored to congratulate the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc. as
it gathers for its 57" Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala titled “Championing the Future:
Harnessing Our Collective Potential”. I am grateful for the opportunity to recognize the
admirable work of the Puerto Rican Bar Association, its dedication to the legal community, and
this evening’s distinguished honorees on this auspicious occasion.

For fifty-seven years, the Puerto Rican Bar Association is committed to enhancing its
members’ professional development, upholding the highest standards of excellence in the legal
field, and facilitating access to legal services for the local community. I applaud each of you
gathered here this evening for your commitment to deliver quality legal services for the Latino
community, while continuing to uphold the integrity of the judiciary and the dignity of the legal
profession.

Also, I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate tonight’s honorees: Hon. Gail
Prudenti, Chief Administrative Judge, Courts of New York State, recipient of the Judicial
Excellence award; Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, recipient of the Law Firm Diversity
award; Professor Cristina Rodriguez, Yale University Law School, recipient of Academic
Excellence award; Carol Robles-Roman, CUNY Trustee, recipient of the Community Service
award; and Samaritan Village, recipient of the Non-Profit Excellence award. This year’s
honorees have dedicated themselves to encourage the next generation of lawyers and educators
to academically and professionally succeed. The PRBA’s devotion to the Latino community is a
true inspiration to us all.

Again, thank you for your commitment and dedication on behalf of the Latino
community. I hope that the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship Fund, Inc. will continue
these noble efforts for many years to come. Congratulations on your 57" Anniversary!

Sincerely,

Clatse Sibiame,

Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator



KirRsSTEN GILLIBRAND
NeEw YORK

UNITED STATES SENATOR

May 14, 2014

Dear Friends,

It is a privilege to send greetings to everyone attending the 57
Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala, Championing the Future: Harnessing Our
Potential. Tt gives me great pleasure to congratulate tonight’s honorees: The
Honorable Gail Prudenti, Cristina Rodriguez, Carol Robles-Roman and
Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLLP.

I am grateful to organizations like the Puerto Rican Bar Association
for your steadfast commitment and involvement in the community. For
over 50 years, this organization has provided invaluable services to families
in need of assistance. Your efforts have strengthened the principle of equal
justice for all in the community. It is my hope that your organization
inspires others to take part in actions large and small, public and private to
enhance the well-being of those in our community.

Please accept my best wishes for a wonderful event and many years
of continued success.

Sincerely,

Kirsten Gillibrand
United States Senator

NOT PRINTED AT GOVERNMENT EXPENSE
D -



NYDIA M. VELAZQUEZ
12™ DISTRICT, NEW YORK

May 14,2014
Dear Friends,

It is my pleasure to recognize the Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBA) on your annual

Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala Banquet, “Championing the Future: Harnessing Our
Collective Potential.” The PRBA is to be commended for showcasing the extraordinary

work your members do in our community.

The personal and professional support your organization provides is vital to Puerto
Ricans everywhere. Because of your steadfast commitment to social and economic
justice, we have made important strides toward attaining greater equality for all Latinos.

Let me also congratulate tonight’s exceptional honorees for their leadership and
contributions: the Honorable Gail Prudenti, Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts of
New York State; Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP; Professor Cristina Rodriguez, Yale
University School Law; CUNY Trustee Carol Robles-Roman; and Samaritan Village.

Thank you for working tirelessly toward improving the quality of life for thousands of
citizens. Best wishes for continued success.

Wﬁ;

Nydia M. Velazquez
Member of Congress

Sincerely,



COMMITTEE:
APPROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEES!

JOSE E. SERRANO

157H DisTRICT, NEW YORK

WASHINGTON OFFICE: RANKING DEMOCRAT, FINANCIAL
2227 RAvBURN Housg OFFICE BUILDING @ ! SERVICES AND
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-3215 ungregg ut tbe aanltth %tates GENERAL GOVERNMENT
{202) 225-4361 3 MEeMBER, COMMERCE, JUSTICE, SCIENCE
Fax: {202) 226-6001 %ngt u‘[ Repregentatlh Bg MEMBER, INTERIOR AND ENVIRONMENT
1231 LAFii::T):ECXVFE'?iTH FLOOR Wﬂﬁbl’ngtﬂn, m@ 20515_3215 MEMBER, CONGRESSIONAL

Bronx, NY 10474 Hispanic Caucus

(718) 620-0084
Fax: {718) 620-0658 SENIOR WHIP

http://serranc.house.gov

May 14, 2014

Puerto Rican Bar Association, Inc.
303 Park Avenue South, #1405
New York, NY 10010

Dear Friends,

o

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate the Puerto Rican Bar Association Scholarship
Fund as you celebrate the 57" anniversary of the Scholarship Fund. The Puerto Rican Bar
Association Scholarship Fund provides a unique opportunity for local leaders to pursue
educational goals, and I thank the entire organization for its longstanding commitment to the
Latino community.

This year’s theme “Championing the Future: Harnessing Our Potential”, speaks to the
overwhelming power and potential within the Latino community. I am very pleased to see such
an esteemed organization celebrating and honoring individuals and organizations who
continuously work to maximize the potential of the Latino Community each and every day.
Since 1978 the Puerto Rican Bar Association has distinguished itself as a true pioneer and it
current effort to harness the underlying potential of the Latinos is another example of the
organization’s dedication to its community.

I congratulate this year’s gala honorees Honorable Gail Prudenti, Professor Cristina
Rodriguez, Carol Robles-Roman, and Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP. I would also like to
extend special congratulations to all the recipients, past and present, of the Puerto Rican Bar
Association Scholarship Fund.

In closing, allow me to say that you have my appreciation and continued support, and I
wish you nothing but the best.
Sincerely,

# el

Jose E. Serrano
Member of Congress



STATE OF NEW YORK

EXECUTIVE CHAMBER
ALBANY 12224

ANDREW M. CuOMO
GOVERNOR

May 14,2014

Dear Friends:

It is a pleasure to send greetings to everyone gathered for the 57 Anniversary
Scholarship Fund Gala Banquet of the Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBA).

For generations, members of the legal community have improved the lives of people
across this state and nation. The PRBA exemplifies an honored tradition of responsible
jurisprudence upheld by justices and attorneys of Puerto Rican heritage who take pride in their
shared culture and professional association.

As individuals who recognize that educational opportunities can open doors for youth, I
applaud your commitment to supporting the educational goals of aspiring young students of law and
awarding generous scholarships to those of Puerto Rican heritage. I commend your entire
membership for their work in various legal fields, addressing problems and issues with
knowledge and proficiency. All of them serve the public interest admirably and conscientiously
as effective forces within our judicial and legal systems.

Warmest regards and best wishes for an enjoyable evening.

Sincerel

WE WoRk For THE PeEoPLE
PERFORMANCE * INTEGRITY * PRIDE

':‘; printed on recycled paper




THE CITY OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
NEW YORK, NY 10007

May 14, 2014

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to welcome everyone to the 57™ Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala hosted
by the Puerto Rican Bar Association.

As the foundation of our democratic society, law is one of our greatest tools to fight
injustice, expand opportunities, and end discrimination, so I salute PRBA for nurturing Puerto
Rican and Latino lawyers who are dedicated to ensuring equality for all. For nearly 60 years,
PRBA has been a valuable resource for the Puerto Rican and Latino community, awarding
scholarships to deserving students, mentoring new lawyers, fighting for LGBT rights, supporting
women in the legal profession, and so much more. I look forward to working with PRBA in
building a stronger, more united city where all New Yorkers can rise together.

On behalf of the City of New York, I extend congratulations to all the honorees — Judge
Gail Prudenti, Professor Cristina Rodriguez, Carol Robles-Roman, Samaritan Village, and Orrick
Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP. Please accept my best wishes for a terrific event and continued
success.

Sincerely,
P Sb Blps
Bill de Blasio

Mayor



THE SENATE
STATE OF NEW YORK
LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING 913 1250 WATERS PLACE
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12247 RVKE BRONX, NEW YORK 10461
PHONE (518) 4553959 P 4 PHONE (7 18) 8222049
FAX (518) 426-6887 l". % e FAX (718) 822-2321

HTTP:/ /KLEIN.NYSENATE.GOV/ JDKLEIN@NYSENATE.GOV
| EXCELSIOR

JEFFREY D. KLEIN

NEW YORK STATE SENATOR
34T DISTRICT

May 14" 2014

Dear Friends,

It is my pleasure to congratulate the Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBA) as it celebrates
its Scholarship Fund’s 57th Anniversary Gala Banquet.

Since its inception in 1978, the PRBA Scholarship Fund has had a truly significant impact
in our communities, having touched the lives of many deserving Puerto Rican / Latino law
students by providing scholarship grants to assist with their studies. This year’s gala, with the
theme “Championing the Future: Harnessing Our Potential”, brings together over 400 esteemed
members of our legal and business community to honor talented individuals who have made
significant contributions to our society and provide additional scholarships to help the next
generation of great legal minds.

Congratulations to the Honorable Gail Prudenti, Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts of
New York State, upon being recognized with the Judicial Excellence Award. Congratulations also
to Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP upon receiving the Law Firm Diversity Award; Professor
Cristina Rodriguez upon receiving the Academic Excellence Award; Carol Robles-Roman, CUNY
Trustee, upon receiving the Community Service Award; and Samaritan Village upon receiving the
Non-Profit Excellence Award.

Tonight's award recipients are being honored for their proud accomplishments and
contributions to the tradition of excellence of the PRBA. I commend all of you for your
longstanding commitment to excellence and dedication to our community and look forward to
working with you in the years to come.

Sincerely,

T4t f—

Hon. Jeffrey D. Klein
President Pro Tem &
Majority Coalition Leader



STATE OF NEW YORK
OFFICE OF THE STATE COMPTROLLER
110 STATE STREET

ALBANY, NY 12236

May 14, 2014

Elba Galvan, President
Puerto Rican Bar Association
c/o Borah Goldstein, P.C.
377 Broadway, 6" Floor
New York, NY 10013

Dear Friends:

Greetings to all those gathered this evening for the 57"
Anniversary Gala hosted by the Puerto Rican Bar Association.
Founded in 1957 by a small group of Puerto Rican and Latino
attorneys, the PRBA has a rich history of standing up for the most
vulnerable members of society, ensuring equal opportunity within
the legal profession and creating supportive networks for lawyers, professors and law
students of Latino descent.

As the Puerto Rican Bar Association has grown to include more than 500 members, it
has increasingly taken a more assertive stance in pursuit of its commitment to the Puerto
Rican community and other underserved communities, seeking to shape the laws and policies
that impact Latinos. The Association also expresses its sense of responsibility to the
community by sponsoring the PRBA Scholarship Fund, which has provided over $200,000 to
date to support the next generation of leaders in the legal profession. The PRBA fosters a
lively dialogue about the issues of the day among its members, and helps translate ideas into
practical actions when appropriate. The dedicated officers, board and members of the Puerto
Rican Bar Association are building solidarity and advancing the rule of law in New York
State.

Best wishes for a joyful celebration and continued success.

Sincerely,

7

o .
homas P. DiNapoli

State Comptroller




OFFICE OF NEW YORK CITY COMPTROLLER
SCOTT M. STRINGER

May 14, 2014

Puerto Rican Bar Association
377 Broadway, 6™ Floor
New York, NY 10013

Dear Friends:

It is my pleasure to extend best wishes to all attending the Puerto Rican Bar Association’s 57
Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala, “Championing the Future: Harnessing Our Potential.”

Since 1957, the Puerto Rican Bar Association (PRBA) has worked to ensure that Puerto Ricans
and Latinos are afforded equal rights under the law. The PRBA has been a force for positive
change and has dramatically expanded outreach to underserved communities in New York City.

The PRBA recognizes the importance of nurturing the talents of today’s Latino law students, as
well as easing their financial hardships. Tonight’s theme, “Championing the Future: Harnessing
Our Potential,” encompasses a worthy ideal that New York’s young adults deserve an
opportunity to fulfill.

Congratulations to tonight’s honorees — Hon. Gail Prudenti, Chief Administrative Judge of the
Courts of New York State, recipient of the Judicial Excellence Award; Orrick Herrington &
Sutcliffe LLP, recipient of the Law Firm Diversity Award; Prof. Cristina Rodriguez of Yale
University Law School, recipient of the Academic Excellence Award; Carol Robles-Roman,
CUNY Trustee, recipient of the Community Service Award; and Samaritan Village, recipient of
the Non-Profit Excellence Award.

Once again, thank you to the Puerto Rican Bar Association for bringing us together to celebrate
community and service. Please accept my best wishes for continued success.

Sincerely,

/

Scott M. Stringer
New York City Comptroller
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May 14, 2014

Dear Friends,

Congratulations to the Puerto Rican Bar Association on this special occasion of its 57" Anniversary Scholarship Fund
Gala. My heartfelt congratulations to this evening’s distinguished honorees and award recipients. They include the Honorable
Gail Prudenti, Chief Administrative Judge of the State of New York, recipient of the Judicial Excellence Award; Orrick
Herrington & Sutcliff, LLP, recipient of the Law Firm Diversity Award; Professor Christina Rodriguez , Facuity of the Yale
University School of Law, recipient of the Academic Excellence Award; Carol Robles-Roman, CUNY Trustee, recipient of the

Community Service Award; and Samaritan Village, recipient of the Non-Profit Excellence Award.

For nearly six decades, the Puerto Rican Bar Association has committed itself to professional development in the Latino
community. This year’s Gala theme “Championing the Future: Harnessing our Potential” is fitting - it reflects the Association’s
renewed commitment to excellence in providing resources for professional development for the Puerto Rican community’s
growing, vibrant legal society. The Association is a powerful example for those engaged in the practice of law and it provides

access to legal services for those otherwise unable to obtain representation. For these services the organization deserves our
gratitude.

I take this opportunity to thank and acknowledge the hard work of the committed officers of the organization. Special
thanks to Elba Galvan, Esq. our outgoing President, and Carlos Perez Hall Esq., our new President. The leadership and
commitment that our officers give freely each day to support and lead this fine organization is invaluable. We truly appreciate

all of your efforts.

lalso I also thank all who attend this evening’s gala, and all the functions sponsored, hosted, and conducted by the Puerto
Rican Bar Association. Itis my honor and privilege to salute tonight’s honorees and to congratulate this year’s grant recipients -

tomorrow’s leaders.

Sincerely,

on. Luis A. Gonzale



DISTRICT ATTORNEY
COUNTY OF NEW YORK
ONE HOGAN PLACE
New York, N.Y. 10013
(212) 335-9000

CYRUS R. VANCE, JR.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY

May 14, 2014
Dear President Galvan and PRBA Members:

Congratulations to you and the Puerto Rican Bar Association as you celebrate the

PBRA's 57th Anniversary Scholarship Fund Gala Banquet, "Championing the Future:
Harnessing Our Potential." This annual celebration is a testament to the PRBA's vitality and
its expanding role as a voice for New York's Puerto Rican and Latino attorneys, and just as
importantly, for the larger Latino community. Since its formation in 1957, the PRBA has
served as a model of what a legal professional orgamzatlon should strive for in serving its
members and the community.

Congratulations also to keynote speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito, the New York City Council
Speaker, and to the distinguished guests of honor and award recipients: the Honorable Gail
Prudenti, Chief Administrative Judge of the Courts of New York State, recipient of the
Judicial Excellence Award; Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe, LLP, recipients of the Law Firm
Diversity Award; Carol Robles-Roman, CUNY Trustee, recipient of the Community Service
Award; Yale University Law School Professor Cristina Rodriguez, recipient of the Academic
Excellence Award, and Samaritan Village, recipient of the Non-Profit excellence award. The
honorees have earned the Association's admiration and respect.

The PRBA's contribution towards building a bridge between the Latino community and the
American legal system is critically important. The public's increased understanding of the
legal system, particularly the criminal justice system, is significantly helpful to me as District
Attorney. I appreciate the Association's help with my office's ongoing efforts towards
meeting the unique and diverge needs of the Latino community, especially when working
with crime victims or discyssing public safety issues.

Very trqu yours,

(v VN

Cyrus R. Vance, Jr.




PUBLIC ADVOCATE FOR THE CITY OF NEW YORK

Letitia James

May 14, 2014 \ / ‘
|/
[t is my honor and pleasure to congratulate you on this 57th Anniversary

Scholarship Fund Gala, aptly themed: "Championing the Future: Harnessing Our
Potential."

Dear friends,

According to the U.S. Census, the Latino community is the fastest growing
minority group in the United States and in the State of New York. Today, a new
generation of leaders is stepping up in a variety of leadership roles, including here at
the PRBA.

As New York City’s Public Advocate, [ will work with you to advance a
progressive agenda so we can build a city that works for all, regardless of which
community they come from.

Congratulations to the distinguished honorees, Hon. Gail Prudenti, Carol
Robles-Roman, Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP, Prof. Cristina Rodriguez,
Samaritan Village and my good friend tonight’s Keynote Speaker Hon. Melissa Mark-
Viverito, and I wish you continued success as we move forward.

Sincerely,
Q,{}L(jﬁﬁ gd”’““’*ﬂ
Letitia James
Public Advocate of the City of New York
p.s: I know I wouldn’t have been elected the first woman of color to hold city-wide

office were it not for the trailblazers in groups like the PRBA. I am forever grateful for
your leadership for setting the stage for all of us.

1 CENTRE STREET NEW YORK NY 10007 TEL 212 669 7200 FAX 212 669 4701 WWW.PUBADVOCATE.NYC.GOV



The Law Office of

Tel: 718-237-2222 Fax: 718-624-5626

May 6, 2014
Dear Friends,

As we celebrate the Puerto Rican Bar Association’s Annual Scholarship Gala Dinner, the
Puerto Rican and Latino community finds itself, once again, celebrating the many
accomplishments of our organization and our distinguished honorees.

Since its inception in 1957, the Puerto Rican Bar Association, Inc. (PRBA) has served as
a model of what a legal professional organization should strive for in serving its members and
the Latino community at large. It has grown from a handful of Puerto Rican members to
hundreds of lawyers committed to meeting the challenges confronting Latino lawyers in the legal
profession. In order to meet these challenges, we stand on the shoulders of giants. PRBA
members voluntarily give their time for the benefit of others sacrificing time from their practice
and family. Our members are so dedicated to serving the interests of others that they created a
permanent pipeline to provide scholarships to Latino students who demonstrate the character and
fitness to succeed in the practice of law.

For their unparalleled commitment to excellence, generosity, and for having set such high
standards, I give thanks to the following individuals and their families for the scholarships they
have created:

1. Hon. Sallie Manzanet-Daniels — “Dare to Dream” Scholarship
2. Hon. Ernesto Malave Scholarship

3. Hon. Edwin Torres Scholarship

4. Hon. Ramon Velez Scholarship

Best wishes,
Roblnson Iglesias
Robinson Iglesias, Esq.

16 Court St., Suite 3301
Brooklyn, New York 11241
Tel: 718-237-2222, Fax: 718-624-5626



Hon. Ramén D. Vélez

Scholarship

Ramén S. Vélez was born on

April 19, 1933 in Hormigueros, Puerto Rico to Francisco
Vélez Cuevas and Maria Ramirez. In 1952 he served in the
United States Army during the Korean War as a Combat
Engineer (SP-3(T) and received an Honorable Discharge in
1954. He attended public school in Puerto Rico and upon
returning from Korea attended the Inter-American
University of Puerto Rico earning a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in History and Political Science. Mr. Velez passed
on November 30, 2008.

Ramoén S. Vélez is best known for his political and civic
leadership in Bronx County and has been regarded as an
influential leader of the Puerto Rican community in the
mainland United States as well as in the island of Puerto
Rico. Mr. Velez was elected to the New York City Council
in 1974 serving as councilman of the 21st Council District
of the South Bronx. He dedicated his life to serving the
underprivileged. The direct results of his leadership and
vision are manifested throughout the South Bronx: the
implementation of bilingual education in the New York
City School System; the registration of more than 500,000
Spanish-speaking voters following the abolition of
discriminatory language requirements; the South Bronx
High School, Eugenio Maria de Hostos Community
College; thousands of units of affordable housing; and the
Hunts Point Multi-Service Center, Inc., a network of health
clinics, mental health programs, drug and alcohol treatment
and rehabilitation services, and innovative Day Care and
Head Start Centers, which, together annually provides
services to thousands of minority residents in the poorest
Congressional District in the United States of America. Mr.
Vélez served as an appointee to the Presidential Task Force
on Federal Prisons during the Nixon Administration. Mr.
Vélez, as President, created the National Puerto Rican Day
Parade, Inc., drawing upon forty years of success with the
New York Puerto Rican Day Parade. His legacy continues
through the many people he influenced throughout the
years and the institutions that continue carrying on his
work. In his honor, we award student name

The Ramén D. Vélez Scholarship.

Hispanic Americans
in the WS, Army




Vélez — Student Awardee

Rebecca Medina

Rebecca Medina is a rising third year law student at New York Law School
(“NYLS”). During her time in law school, Ms. Medina has worked for Battery Park
City Authority where she focused on labor and employment law, and real estate
law. Currently, Ms. Medina is an active member of the NYLS Moot Court
Association. Ms. Medina has received distinctions for her oral advocacy skills,
including the Best Preliminary Round Oral Advocate Award in the Froessel
competition. Additionally, Ms. Medina has dedicated her time to serving the
Latino community. Ms. Medina was recently elected Vice President of the Latin
American Law Students Association (“LALSA”), and has continuously mentored
the first year LALSA students.

Ms. Medina is a graduate of Cornell University where she earned her B.S. in
Communication- Persuasion and Social Influence with a minor in Law and Society.
During her time at Cornell, Ms. Medina was a delegate of the Latino Ivy League
Conference where she helped form a community between the Latino students
from the eight lvy League institutions. Furthermore, Ms. Medina was the
President of the Pa’lante Dance Troupe where she coordinated educational and
social events to promote Latino heritage within the campus.



Hon.Ermesto Malave
Scholarship

Ernesto Malave. It was the late

1970s when Ernesto Malave,
lacking a high school diploma

but harboring a laser mind and great
determination, stepped through the
doors of Borough of Manhattan
Community College (BMCC), then
located on West 51st Street on the
edge of the theater district. Long-
haired, with a South Bronx pedigree
and a taste for hard rock, he enrolled
in an innovative program that gave
students a second chance at a high
school degree and credits towards
college.

At BMCC, Ernesto quickly made
himself known. He declared his
candidacy for Student Senate. With
his remarkable focus and skills of
persuasion, he won. A new student,
he was now an advocate for
students. It was a commitment he
would forever keep.

The seeds of Ernesto’s professional
future—and his personal future as
well, since he met his wife, Miriam,
at BMCC—were planted in those
early years. The roots took hold
quickly.

The City University of New York
was the institution that would
nurture him, the place where he
could grow.

For three decades, so much of
Ernesto Malave’s life—the
flourishing of his professional
identity and his rise to positions of
increasing responsibility, influence,
and leadership—was intertwined
with its people, and with honoring
and preserving its critical role

in this great city and state.

As a student leader at BMCC, he
served as a member of the
University Student Senate from
1979 to 1981 and as student
representative to the CUNY Board
of Trustees Committee on Faculty,
Staff and Administration in 1979-
1980. He was treasurer of

BMCC’s Student Government, and
from 1980 to 1981 served as its
president.

In 1984, when he earned his
bachelor’s degree from the College
of New Rochelle, he had already
been on the staff of CUNY for a
year, as an admissions advisor in the
Office of Admissions Services.
Two years later, there was a change
in direction, a broadening of scope:
Ernesto was appointed the
University’s assistant director of
governmental relations, responsible
for representing CUNY ’s interests
at City Hall and in Albany. Four
years later, in 1989, he joined the
University budget office as a
budget analyst and assistant to the
budget director. Later, he was
promoted to executive assistant to
the vice chancellor for budget,
finance and computing.

He had found his métier. In January
1996, Ernesto Malave became
CUNY’s acting budget director, a
post he fully assumed in 1998.
Chancellor Matthew Goldstein
named him interim vice chancellor
for budget and finance in 2002 and
vice chancellor in 2003.

Managing the University’s finances
and advocating for CUNY’s
financial survival while staying true
to its fundamental mission of
offering affordable, accessible,
quality higher education to New
Yorkers of all circumstances
presents demanding, ever-shifting
challenges. With his remarkable
talents, Ernesto met those
challenges head-on. He knew
CUNY and the political landscape
in which it exists inside and out.
Ernesto could argue his points with
relentless focus—and translate the
numbers into plain English. He was
as comfortable explaining the
complexities of CUNY’s
multibillion-dollar budgets to

A CELEBRATION OF THE LIFE
OF VICE CHANCELLOR
Ernesto Malave
1958 — 2009

legislators as to the University
Faculty Senate, student government,
and other student groups. He took
the time to bring his “budget
school” to officials and students at
leadership retreats, decoding

the University’s finances so that
tough choices could be understood
and shared.

He was also creative. Navigating
the University through increasingly
choppy financial straits, Ernesto
helped devise a brilliant public-
private financing mechanism—the
CUNY Compact, now the New
York Compact for Public Higher
Education—that would help keep
the University moving forward on
an even financial keel.

Above all, he was passionate about
protecting the students who would
be most affected by the vagaries of
the economy, preserving
counseling, advisement

and other services critical to
student retention and success. Even
as funding for the University
constricted, he found ways to bring
more full-time faculty into the
classroom.

Ernesto lived and breathed CUNY.
He was also Miriam’s husband,
Ernesto and Erik’s father, a son, a
brother, a mentor, beloved
colleague, and friend to many.

He played a scrappy game of pickup
basketball and listened to soothing
Spanish ballads and other oldies at
his desk.

Ernesto managed a vast financial
universe, but he was no ordinary
chief financial officer. His bottom
line was keeping CUNY’s riches
affordable for the most
economically vulnerable of
students—whether hailing from his
old South Bronx neighborhood,
Flatbush, East Elmhurst, or the
Lower East Side—who surge
through the University’s golden
doors each year. That he kept that
promise will always be
remembered.



Malave — Student Awardee

Jill Westerberg

Jill Westerberg is a second year law student at City University of New York
School of Law. She currently serves as Social Action Chair of MetroLALSA Inc.,
which is a law-student run organization that works to foster a network of support
for prospective and current Latino law students, and to increase awareness of
issues affecting the Latino community. MetroLALSA held its Fourth Annual
Pa’lante Conference on Saturday, April 5, 2014, at CUNY School of Law. That
conference drew approximately 150 people to discuss current issues. She envisions
spearheading the creation of a MetroLALSA mentoring program for current law
students and recent graduates, as well as collaborating with the identity bar
associations around the metropolitan area to increase student support for the
mission of each group. She also serves as Vice President of CUNY LALSA. Jill is
currently a legal intern with the Veteran Advocacy Project at the Urban Justice
Center, focusing on the project’s Discharge Upgrade Clinic. There she works with
veterans whose character of discharge presents a barrier to their reintegration into
civilian life. As a side project this summer, she will take charge of the Veteran
Advocacy Project’s nation-wide outreach. This summer she will be interning with
the Office of the Public Defender of New Jersey, Middlesex County, where she
will be arguing bail and suppression motions, and defending juveniles. Upon
graduation, she hopes to work in veteran’s advocacy. She hopes to establish her
own non-profit providing more centralized legal, medical, and social resources for
metropolitan area veterans.



Hon. Edwin Torres

Scholarship

Edwin Torres is a legendary

New York State Supreme

Court Justice, the author of

three gritty crime novels, two
screenplays and, some of the most
colorful sentencing statements ever
made from the Criminal Court
bench.

His writing career did not begin
until years after his graduation from
City College, which he entered by
way of Stuyvesant High School and
the streets of East Harlem’s El
Barrio where he was born and
raised.

After obtaining a degree from
Brooklyn Law School, Torres
became the first Puerto Rican
prosecutor in the office of the
legendary Manhattan District
Attorney Frank S. Hogan in 1959.
Much of his tenure there was spent
in Hogan’s elite homicide division.
It was while he worked as a defense
lawyer from 1961 to 1977 that
Torres first attempted to translate
the harsh realities of street crime
and the justice system into story
form.

Though he chose the novel as his
form of expression, his stated goal
was to offer a portrayal of the
streets so vivid and true to life that
they would inspire films of equal
accuracy. So he drafted his novels
late at night, thinking all the while
what great movies they would
make.

He published “Carlito’s Way” in
1975, “Q&A” in 1977, the year he
was named Judge in the City’s
Criminal Court. His last work,
“After Hours”, made it into print in
1979, the same year he was elected
to the State Supreme Court. He was
re-elected in 1993.

The following year, he was honored
by City College with a Townsend
Harris Medal. Director, the late,
Sidney Lumet made “Q&A” for

the big screen, a 1990 release
starring: Nick Nolte as Torres’s
colorful Manhattan police detective,
Mike Brennan. “Carlito’s Way” was
released in 1993 starring Al Pacino
as a reformed Puerto Rican drug
dealer, Carlito Brigante. The

film, directed by Brian De Palma,
also incorporated elements of “After
Hours”. However, the prequel to
“Carlito’s Way” entitled, “Carlito’s
Way, The Rise to Power”, directed
by Michael Bregman, starring Jay
Hernandez, Mario van Peebles, was
released in October, 2005.
Additionally, he completed two new
screenplays entitled, “Deadlock”
and “Pleasant Avenue”. The latter is
the story of how heroin and other
drugs first engulfed the East Harlem
of his youth based on actual Federal
minutes and, is in the process of
making it to the big screen. In
addition to which there may also be
a television series based on his life
as a judge.

Much of Justice Torres’s writing in
recent years has been devoted

to the tough-minded send-offs he
gives to defendants who have

been found guilty in his court,
among them perpetrators of some of
the city’s most heinous crimes. He
was also appointed Commissioner
of the Boxing Commission.

/.

0




Torres — Student Awardee

Cristopher Santos

Cristopher Santos is a second-year law student at New York University School of
Law. He was born and raised in Guanajuato, Mexico until his move to the United
States at the age of 12. His family settled down in Downey, California, where
Cristopher began his difficult journey through the English as a Second Language
(“ESL”) and remedial programs. He had the privilege of attending UCLA where he
first began his advocacy on behalf of the Latino community. He fundraised and
advocated for undocumented students as part of IDEAS at UCLA and fought
against fee increases and cuts to financial aid as the first undocumented student
government officer at UCLA. He graduated from UCLA with a B.S. in
Psychobiology in 2011. At NYU Law, Cristopher is a student advocate in the
Immigrant Rights Clinic, outgoing Co-Chair of the Latino/a Law Students
Association, and Notes Editor for the Law Review. He spent his 1L summer as a
Ford fellow at MALDEEF in Los Angeles and will be working in the Labor Bureau
of the New York State Attorney General’s Office this summer. After graduation,
he is excited to become a litigator working in the fields of immigration,
employment, education, and civil rights. In his free time, Cristopher enjoys
exploring New York City with his wife Veronica and dog Skeeter. He also enjoys
volunteering his time to mentor immigrant youth, including some from his high
school alma mater.



Justice Sallie
Manzanet-Daniels
“Dare To Dream”
Scholarship

D are to Dream” that is the motto that

Justice Sallie Manzanet-Daniels has lived by. Her

life has been a testament to the concept that a
person is not defined by their circumstance in
life, but only by the limitations one places on
themselves.

Justice Manzanet-Daniels believes
wholeheartedly that we as a people have an
obligation to extend our hand, in whatever way
we can, to assist the brothers and sisters who
follow behind us.

It is in that spirit that she has established the
“Dare to Dream Scholarship” in her name and
endowed it with a $50,000 contribution through
the National Philanthropic Trust which will
perpetually assist aspiring Latino law students.
The Manzanet-Daniels family have committed to
grow this trust over time so that it may help as
many students who embody her life motto and
likewise “Dare to Dream” ...
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Manzanet-Daniels — Student Awardee

Jamie Ruiz

Jamie Ruiz is a 3" year law student at Touro College, Jacob D Fuchsberg Law Center.
Jamie was born in Queens and raised in Long Island, where she attended public school.
Her father is from Arecibo, Puerto Rico and migrated to the U.S. in 1960s. Jamie is the
eldest of two children.

Jamie attended the University at Albany, where she received her Bachelor’s Degree in
just three short years with a major in Criminal Justice, and a dual minor in Spanish and
Latin and Caribbean Studies. As an undergraduate, she was an intern for the Hispanic
Outreach division of the Catholic Charities of Albany. At Touro Law Center, she is
currently the Articles Editor of the Touro Law Review, the Co-Director of the Legal
Education Access Program, and the Vice President of the Black Law Students
Association. Jamie is a CALI award winner, where she received the award for Best Oral
Advocate in spring of 2013, and is also a two-time Public Interest Fellowship recipient.
Her interests include bankruptcy law and civil litigation and this summer she will be
working in the Touro Law Bankruptcy Clinic filing pro-bono, Chapter 7 bankruptcy
cases and a private law firm in Jericho, New York.

Jamie would like to thank, first and foremost, her parents, Virginia and Jimmy, for their
unconditional love and support, her mentor Jennifer Feingold, law clerk to the Honorable
Meryl Berkowitz, for always believing in her, and her professors and counselors at Touro
Law Center for their invaluable advice and guidance. Jamie’s goal is to pursue a career
in bankruptcy law and civil litigation.



Student Awardees

Megan Martucci

Megan Martucci is a first year law student at Fordham University. After graduating with a B.A. in English and
Psychology and a minor in Creative Writing from New York University, she started law school the following fall.
While attending Fordham, she joined the Latin American Law Student's Association (LALSA) assisting with fund
raisers and organizing projects to provide assistance to the Latin community. She also became a student mentor to
the international students in the LLM program to help with adjustment to being in New York. Prior to law school
she worked as an assistant for an independent Colombian film production company. In the future, she plans to
pursue her interest in public service.

Stephanie Rivas

Stephanie Rivas is a first year law student at SUNY Buffalo Law School. She was born in Brooklyn, New York where
she attended public school. She is of Dominican descent. Her mother migrated to the United States in 1969 and
her father in 1989. She is the first person in her family to go to law school. She attended John Jay College of
Criminal Justice and received her Bachelor’s Degree in Criminal Justice with a concentration on crime and society.
She minored in English. As an undergraduate, she was a staff editor for the school newspaper; The John Jay
Sentinel. She also worked as a research assistant for the now Hon. Jenny Rivera, who currently sits on the NY Court
of Appeals, in the Center for Latino/as Rights and Equality on the relationships between Latino/as and the legal
profession. In the summers of 2011 and 2012, she was competitively selected to participate in the Ronald H.
Brown Law School Prep Program, where students from underrepresented law school backgrounds were propelled
into law school by providing them with thirteen law school classes and two distinct internships. Stephanie interned
at the Kings County Criminal Court under the Hon. Deena E. Douglass. She also interned at the Legal Aid Society in
Kew Gardens, New York which is dedicated to providing legal representation to low-income New Yorkers.

At SUNY Buffalo Law School, she is currently a clerk for the Buffalo Journal of Gender, Law and Social Policy, was
recently elected to the Faculty Student Relations Committee Board, and is an active member of LALSA. She credits
her success to her family who have given her love and supported any decision she has made. She would like to
thank her family for always believing in her and showing their constant support. Her goal is to contribute to
changing underrepresentation of people of color in the legal field and plans to make it her duty to be an advocate
for social justice.



Student Awardee

Bianca Vitale

Bianca Vitale Garcia is a rising 2L and fellow at the Maurice A. Deane School of Law at Hofstra University.
She was born and raised in Richmond Hill, NY. She is of Puerto Rican and Italian descent and eldest of

two.

Bianca attended SUNY at Albany where she received her B.A. in Political Science in May of 2009. After
graduation, she went on to accept a position with the Office of the Special Narcotics Prosecutor for the
City of New York working as a Trial Preparation Assistant in the Special Investigations Bureau. During
this time, Bianca also completed her graduate studies in Public Administration. She graduated magnum

cum laude from Fairleigh Dickinson University with her M.P.A. in Public Management in May of 2011.

After three years of public service, Bianca went on to accept an academic scholarship to attend the
Maurice A. Deane School of Law. Bianca entered as a first year law student in the fall of 2012. She is an
active member of LALSA, and recently served as the organization’s Co-President for the 2013 — 2014
academic year. She will begin her clinical studies in the fall of 2014 as a member of the Law Reform

Advocacy Clinic.

Bianca is a former Joint Minority Bar Judicial Intern and has clerked for the Chambers of the Honorable
Jeanette Rodriguez-Morick. This summer, Bianca will be interning for the NYC Police Department’s Legal

Bureau. Her interests include vacationing in Puerto Rico, jogging, yoga, and intramural volleyball.

Bianca credits much of her success to the love and support from her family including her aunts, uncles,
cousins, her brother Jordan, and most important her mother Evelyn, who has sacrificed endlessly to

provide her children with the best opportunities possible. After law school, Bianca will pursue a career
in public interest law representing and advocating for underrepresented groups. She aspires to start a

non-profit organization with her mother to help inner city youth gain college admission and financial aid.



Student Awardee

Daniel Vizcarrondo

Daniel Vizcarrondo is currently a Paralegal at the NYC Law Department and will be a first-year law
student at Brooklyn Law School. Daniel was born in Hollywood, Florida and raised in Long Island, New
York. His father is from Puerto Rico and his mother is from Colombia. While in high school, he developed
a talent for assembling fund raisers and community service projects. Making a difference has always
been important to him and is part of staying true to the Christian Vincentian roots for community

service at St. John’s University, where he received his Bachelor of Science degree in Legal Studies.

While an undergraduate, one of Daniel’s proudest accomplishments as President of the Latino American
Students Organization (L.A.S.0.) of St. John’s University, is that he championed two scholarship
initiatives for Latino students. The first scholarship was awarded to a fellow Latino St. John’s University
student, and the second scholarship was awarded to a Latino high school senior. Even though he, as a
first generation college student, was struggling to pay for tuition by himself, by awarding those

scholarships, he felt that he truly made a difference within the Latino community.

Daniel is proud of his Latino roots and culture and envisions himself as an integral contributor and future
role model within the Latino community. Through his spirit for diversity and inclusion within the Legal
profession and his passion for the Latino community’s economic development, he is well on his way. His
goal is to pursue a career in International Business Law as well as continuing to work within the Latino

community.



Thanks to the creative generosity of

Puerto Rican Bar Association Past President Sandra Otero, the

Scholarship Recipients will each receive an additional $500.

Sandra Otero encouraged individuals to donate to our
scholarship fund by offering $1,000 if the PRBA was able to
raise an additional $3,000.

Neysa Alsina, Elba Galvan and Elena Goldberg-Velazquez met Sandra’s
challenge. As a result, these leaders increased the grants our
scholarship recipients received today.

Thank you to Sandra, Neysa, Elba and Elena for your
contributions towards the future of the PRBA - our law students.




