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WhenDanBrooksopenedhisnewgrocery
storeat412WestMichiganin1948,heand
hissons,WilfredandThomas,werethetoast
ofthetown.Thestoreemployedthemost
up-to-datetechnologytoofferperhapsthe
mostcompletelineofgroceryproductsand

kitchenwareinthecity.Beforelong,many
residentsconsideredBrooksFoodCenter
theplacetogoinYpsilantiforqualitymeats,
freshproduce,premiumcannedgoods,and
frozenfoods.

Helpingconveythenotionthatthestore
carriedeverything,smallstacksofcanned
babybees,chocolatecoveredants,andrattle-
snakemeatwereprominentlydisplayedon
themeatcounterforalltomarvelatandjoke
about.Thenewstoreincludedtwofloorsof

foodandhousewares-laterconsolidatedon
onefloor-brightlylitwithfluorescentlight-
ing,andboastedamodernisticdesignthat
featuredaporcelain-coveredsteelfacadeas
wellasYpsilanti’sfirstautomatically-opening
“electriceye”doors.

Withinthreeyears,DanBrookswasnamed
“groceroftheyear”byDetroit’sWJRradio
personalityRonGamble.Aquizshowwas
broadcastfromthestore,andtheword
abouttheBrooksmarketspreadaround
southeasternMichigan.

The1950sand1960smayhavebeenthe
heydayoftheBrooksmarket,butthecon-
nectionoftheBrooksfamilytothefood
businessstartedmuchearlier.DavidBrooks

BrooksFoodCenter:
AnYpsilantiInstitution
ByRogerBrooks,withWilfredBrooks

DanBrooksbackshisdeliverytruckuptothefrontdoorofhismarketat44E.CrossSt.
whichheboughtfromD.L.Davisin1932,whileanunidentifiedclerkbeginstounload
goodsforthestore.
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FromthePresident’sDesk
ByAlvinE.Rudisill

Thelastfewmonthshavebeenbusywiththe
renovationofthebasementoftheCarriage
Houseandfilingapplicationsforapproval
oftheMuseumasanentityintheexisting
residentialandofficezone.TheMuseumis
nowinconformancewithCityzoningcodes
afterfilingatextamendmentthathadtobe
approvedbytheCityCouncilandafollow
upapplicationtotheCityPlanningCom-
missiontoapprovetheMuseumasanentity
intheexistingzoningarea.

TherenovationoftheCarriageHouseas
anexpansionofthefirstfloorapartment
continueswithanexpectedcompletion
dateofMay31.Theapartmentwillhave
twobedrooms,twobathrooms,anoffice,
kitchenandlivingroom.Ifyouknowof
anyoneinterestedinrentinganapartment
withthebestviewinYpsilanti(overlooking
RiversideParkandtheHuronRiver)please
contactme.

YardSale–June7th:Wehopetohaveour
biggestandbesteveryardsalethisyear.If
youhaveitemstodonatepleasecalloneof
thefollowingvolunteersforpick-up:AlRu-
disill(476-6658);JohnPappas(482-1462);
orBillNickels(483-8896).

Chair–MembershipCommittee:Weare
lookingforsomeonetocoordinateourmem-
bershippromotioneffortsandserveasChair
ofourMembershipCommittee.Ifyouare
interestedpleasecallmeat476-6658.

GroundsCommittee:Wewillbedoing
someadditionallandscapingontheproperty
thisspringandsummerandarelookingfor
volunteerstoserveontheGroundsCommit-
teeandassistwithplantingandmaintenance
oftheyardandflowergardens.

ArtExhibit:OurannualArtExhibitwill
startApril13andrunthroughApril27.
Wewillhavemanypiecesfromoutstanding
localartists.

LostYpsilantiExhibit:OurLostYpsilanti
ExhibitwillstartJuly20andrunthrough
August31.Thisyeartheexhibitwillfeature
peopleaswellasplaces.

MotorCitiesSign:ThankstoBillNickels
forallofhiseffortsinthedesignandinstal-
lationofthenewMotorCitiessignthatwill
beplacedbytheentrancesidewalktothe
Museum.Billalsocoordinatedtherenova-
tionoftheHistoricMarkersigninthefront
yardoftheMuseum.

WewillbelosingourtwoEMUinternsat
theendofApril.KatieDallosandJessica
Williamswillcompletetheirgraduatepro-
gramsinHistoricalPreservationandenter
thefulltimejobmarket.Theyhaveboth
providedoutstandingservicetoourSociety
andwillbemissed.Interviewswithpotential
replacementsarecurrentlybeingconducted
inconjunctionwiththeHistoricalPreserva-
tionProgramatEMU.■
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BrooksFoodCenter:
AnYpsilantiInstitution
continuedfromfrontpage

(1747-1826),Dan’searliestidentifiedances-
tor,wasafarmerinNewJerseywhoservedin
theRevolutionaryWarnotasasoldierbutas
anassistantcommissarygeneralinchargeof
foodprocurementforthearmy.Longafter
thewar,heboughtagovernmentlotnear
Ovid,NewYork,intheFingerLakesregion
andfarmedthelanduntilhedied.

His grandson,DavidBrooks (1794-
ca.1875),helpedtoincorporatetheLiv-
ingstonCounty(NewYork)Horticultural
SocietyandthecountyAssociationforthe
ImportationandImprovementofStock.
Accordingtoacountyhistory,hewasone
oftheassociation’sagents“senttoEurope
toselectandpurchasestockfromthecel-
ebratedherdsoftheOldWorld.”Hisown
shorthorns,includingthenotedbullJohn
O’GauntandthecowsLadyRoseand
DairyMaid,werewidelyadmired.

David’sson,AlexanderSimpsonBrooks
(1817-1896),boughtfarmlandinOakland
County,Michiganin1839and,follow-
ingawaveofimmigrationtosouthern
MichiganfromupstateNewYork,moved
hisfamilytherethreeyearslater.In1849,
hereturnedtoNewYorkandinaharrowing
tripthroughviolentstormsbroughtpure
bloodedDurhamcattleandMerinosheep

backtoMichigan.Althoughemaciated
andthebuttofjokeswhentheyarrived,
theseherdsflourishedand,accordingtoa
countyhistory,soonstood“aheadofanyin
Michigan.”Locatedadjacenttowhatisnow
NorthvilleDowns,hisfarmalsoproduceda
thousandbushelsofwheatannually.

Alexander’sson,HenryBrooks(1850-1938),
marriedEvaLongandmovedtoYpsilantito
ensurethathischildrenhadaccesstosuitable
educationalopportunities.He,too,wasa

farmer,andhekeptadairyherd.Hismilk
routetookhimfromhishomeonRiver
Streettolocationsaroundthecity.Attimes
hedrovehisherdalongAinsworthLane,now
OaklandStreet,coincidentallyimmediately
adjacenttopropertiesthathissonandgrand-
soneventuallypurchased.

DanielR.Brooks(1894-1973)wasthe
youngestoffivechildrenofHenryandEva.
WhenDanwas11yearsold,hewashired
tocleanoutashesfromthefurnaceatD.L.
DavisandCo.grocerystoreat44E.Cross
Street,afewdoorsfromtherailroadtracks.
Thestorewasoneofseveralthatcompetedin
theDepotTownarea,includingA&Pand
Kroger.Atthattime,Davisspecializedin
produce,dairyproducts,cannedgoods,and
drygoodssuchasboltsofcloth.Overthe
years,Dantookonmoreandmorerespon-
sibilityatthestore,andhesawthebenefits
andchallengesofrunningabusiness.

Danconsideredhimselfamodernperson
andhereveledinhavingasenseofcontrol
overhisowndestiny.Healsolikedhaving
thelatestinventionsandboughtacaras
soonashecouldaffordit.Thecargavehim
areachbeyondhishometown,andhesoon
beganpayingvisitstoHamburginnearby
LivingstonCountywherehemetLottie
Blades,aschoolteacherwhomhemarried
in1917.TheytookupresidenceonNorth
Streetandsoonhadthreechildren:Warren
WilfredBrooks(1918-),ThomasHenry
Brooks(1921-1978),andDonaldElton

Brooks(1923-1944).Theyalsolivedat
426N.Huronandinlateryearsat525
FairviewCircle.

Atsomepointinthe1920s,Dantookover
managingthestoreasDavisedgedtoward
retirement.In1932,inthedepthsofthe
Depression,DanboughtoutDavis,andby
1935thestorebecameknownastheDan
BrooksMarketandlaterBrooksFoodMar-
ket.In1934,Danexpandedthebusiness
byaddingmeats(qualitymeatswerelater

amajorattractionatthestore)andpoultry
suppliedbyLeeandCadyinDetroit.Eggs,
fruit,andproduceweremostlysupplied
bylocalproducersaroundYpsilanti,but
DanalsodroveapaneltrucktotheEastern
MarketinDetroittobuyproduceandfruit
wholesaletwiceaweek.Oysterscameby
parcelpostfromtheeastcoast.

Danwasasmartentrepreneur,buthisformal
educationendedat10thgrade.Hisbusiness
wasgreatlyassistedbyhisaccountant,A.B.
Curtis,whocoachedhimaboutkeybusi-
nesspractices,andalsobyGeneTowner,an
AnnArborbusinessmanwhohelpedteach
himaboutmarketingstrategies.Onesign
ofDan’saggressivebusinesssensewashis
useofweeklymimeographedhandbillsthat
informedpotentialcustomersofthestore’s
offeringsandadvertisedweeklyspecials.He
hiredyoungsterstodeliverthehandbillsdoor
todoor;droppingtheworkersoffatthestart
oftherouteandpickingthemupattheendto
makesurethesheetsactuallygotdelivered.

Healsoinitiatedamuchappreciatedfour-
times-a-dayhomedeliveryregime.Inthe

OneofthehandbillsthatDanBrookshad
kidsdroponfrontporchesinthe1930s.

continuedonpage22

“Helpingconveythenotionthatthestorecarriedeverything,
smallstacksofcannedbabybees,chocolatecoveredants,and
rattlesnakemeatwereprominentlydisplayedonthemeat
counterforalltomarvelatandjokeabout.”
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Iwasveryfortunatetobeoneofthefirst
employeesatWashtenawCommunityCol-
legeandIthoughtIwouldsharesomeofthe
experiencesIrememberfromthosefirstfew
months.In1965aproposalwaspresentedto

thevotersofWashtenawCountytoapprovea
newCommunityCollegeandpayforitwith
apropertytaxleviedonallpropertyowners
inthecounty.Theproposalwasapproved
andlaterthatyearanelectionwasheldand
sevenpeoplewereelectedtoformthefirst
BoardofTrustees.TheBoardpurchased
a240acrepieceoflandonHuronRiver

DriverightacrossfromSt.JosephHospital
asthefuturesiteforthenewcollege.Since
buildingscouldnotbebuiltimmediately,
andtheBoardwantedtostartthecollege
bySeptemberof1966thismeantthatother

temporaryfacilitieswereneeded.Many
otherthingsneededtobeaccomplishedif
agroupofstudentsweretobeselectedand
enrolledinalittleoverfivemonths.

IwashiredandstartedtoworkatWCCon
April6,1966asacounselor.Iwasthefirst
counselorhiredbyDavidPollack,whohad

beenhiredastheDeanofStudents.TheCol-
legewasbeingoperatedoutofabuildingat
205HuronindowntownAnnArbor.Housed
inthisbuildingwereafewtopadministra-
torswhohaddeterminedthattheCollege
wouldstartwithbothtwo-yearoccupational
programsaswellastypicalcollegecourse-
workthatwouldbeofferedtofreshmanand
sophomorestudentswhocouldthentransfer
thecredittofouryearuniversities.Courses
offeredincludedEnglish,Literature,World
History,AmericanHistory,Psychology,

Sociology,Humanities,Physics,Chemistry,
Biologyandmanyothers.

Theyalsoapprovedoccupationprogramsin
AutoMechanics,AutoBodyRepair,Weld-
ing,NumericalControl,DataProcessing,
Metallurgy,Sales,Accounting,Business
Management,andSecretaryCourses.Many
challengesexistedincludingthefactthere
werenofacilitieswheretheclassescouldtake
place,notextbooksforthevariouscourses,no
equipmentforlaboratoryactivities,andno
classroomfurnitureforstudentsorteachers.
Finally,themostcriticalproblemfacingthe
Boardwasthelackoffacultytoteachthevast
numberofcoursesbeingsuggested.

Thefirstorderofbusinesswastolocatefa-
cilities.TheCollegepurchasedanumberof
buildingsinWillowRunonClarkroadand
onMidwayStreet.Thesebuildingsincluded

WashtenawCommunity
College–IntheBeginning
ByGuyHower

WCCmainclassroomfrom1966to1968.Thefacilitywasbuiltin1943asanelementaryschool(FosterSchool)forchildrenofworkersatthe
BomberPlantatWillowRunAirport.

“Iremembermyfirstdayatthecollege.Withgreat

anticipationI,andanotherfacultymemberswhoalsohad

justbeenhired,wentouttoseeournewfacilities...When

wearrivedthebuildingwasboardedupbutwefounda

doorintherearthatwasajar.Wepusheditopenandsaw

ratsscurryforcover.”
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anelementaryschoolbuildingwhichhadnot
beenusedfortwoyearsandwasrenamed.
Alsopurchasedwasacondemnedbowling
alleywhichalsohadnotbeenusedinovera
year.TheSaintAlexisChurchbuildingwas
alsopurchasedalongwithotherassociated
buildingsusedbymembersandstaffofSaint
Alexis.Anotherbuildingpurchasedhad
servedmanydifferentbusinessesoverthe
previousfewyears,mostrecentlyasabutcher
shop.Quonsethuts,whichalsohadnotbeen
usedinyears,werealsopurchasedaswellas
abuildinglocatedonCarpenterRoadjust
southofMichiganAvenue.Thatiswhere
theautomotiveandweldingcourseswould
beoffered.Renovationsstartedimmediately
atthesefacilitiessinceclasseswouldstartin
lessthanfourmonths.

TheBoardstartedhiringfacultyimmediately.
Theindividualshiredwerechallengedto

developasyllabusforthecoursestheywould
teach.Theywerealsoaskedtoselectatext
bookforeachofthecourses.Desksandchairs
werepurchasedandequipmentrequirements
forlaboratoryclassesweredeterminedandthe
appropriateequipmentpurchased.Acata-
logueofcourseswaswrittenandpublished
eventhoughwedidnothavefacultytoteach
manyofthecourses.Anadmissionapplica-
tionhadtobeprintedandadswereplacedin
localpapersurginginterestedpeopletoapply
foradmission.Acceptancelettersweresentto
studentsandtheywereinstructedtomakean
appointmentwithacounselorsotheycould
choosethecoursestheyweregoingtotake.

Iremembermyfirstdayatthecollege.With
greatanticipationI,andanotherfaculty
memberwhoalsohadjustbeenhired,went
outtoseeournewfacilities.Iknewthatmy

TheformerSt.AlexisChurchandParishHallwasusedforregistration,dataprocessingand
maintenancefortheWCCWillowRuncampus.

Thisformerparochialschoolwasusedforclassroomsandasa“Children’sCenter”forchildren
ofstudentsandWCCemployees.

continuedonpage6
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officewouldbeinthebowlingalleywhich
wouldberenamedtheStudentCenter.When
wearrivedthebuildingwasboardedupbut
wefoundadoorintherearthatwasajar.We
pusheditopenandsawratsscurryforcover.
Thebuildingwasashamblesanditwasdif-
ficultformetobelievethatinfourmonths
Iwouldhaveanofficeinthebuilding,and
thatthebuildingwouldalsohouseastudent
centerincludingvendingmachines.WhenI
eventuallyoccupiedmyofficeIfoundthata
jukeboxhadbeenlocatedontheotherside
ofoneofmyofficewalls.Luckyformethe
wallshadnoinsulationsoIhadthebenefitof
hearingthefullsound.

NextwevisitedthedesertedElementary
Schoolwhichwouldbecomethemainclass-
roombuilding.Therewerenolocksonthe
doorssowewentin.Thebuildinghadmany
windowsinthehallsandintheclassrooms.
Sincethebuildinghadnotbeenoccupiedin
manymonths,almostallofthewindowshad
beenbrokenandglasswaseverywhere.The
buildingwasinneedofamajorcleaningand
repainting.Welaterlearnedthatthisbuilding
wouldberenamedCollegeHall.Wereturned
toourbuildinginAnnArborandhopedthat
alloftherenovationscouldbedonebefore
schoolstarted.Inspiteofourdoubtsourex-
citementandcommitmentneverwaned.

Whenwestartedmeetingwithstudentsto
plantheirprograms,wehadtousefolding
chairsandcardboardboxesfordesks.The
firstfloorofthebuildingwasoccupiedby
thePresidentandothertopadministratorsso
wehadtousethebasement.Wehelpedeach
studentselectclassesandtoldthemthatreg-

WCCalsopurchasedtheformerdairydistributioncenteronCarpenterRoadtohousethe
AutomotiveServicesProgram.Topphotoshowsfacilityin1966andbottomphotoshows
facilityin1979followingrenovationandexpansion.

ThishouseonNorthHuronStreetservedasthe“YpsilantiCenter”andwasusedforclassesand
studentcounseling.

WashtenawCommunity
College–IntheBeginning
continuedfrompage5
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istrationfortheseclasseswouldhappensome
timeinAugustinCollegeHall.Theywereas
nervousandexcitedaswewere.Overthenext
fewmonths,manyamazingchangesoccurred.
Thebuildingswererepairedandpainted,
facultywerehiredanddesksandequipment
werepurchasedandplacedintheclassrooms.
Windowsandnewwallswereinplaceand
thebuildingsbegantolookliketheycouldbe
used.Manyfacultymemberswerehiredand
startedpurchasingbooks,supplies,andequip-
ment.RegistrationdidoccurintheCollege
Hall’sGymasplanned.Itwasoverwhelming.
Wehadover1,000bravestudentsregisterfor
classesfortheFall1966Semester.Thenextfall
wehadover2,000studentsandforthethird
fallwehadover3,000students.

Ihavemanyfondmemoriesofthisfirstyear.
Therewasabondbetweenallofthefaculty
andstaffsincewehadbeenthroughsomuch
together.Wehadworkedsomanyhours
underpressureandwereforcedtomakedeci-

sionsweonlyhopedwouldhappen.Many
ofourdreamsforthecollegedidhappen.
Thingsmovedaheadsoonerthanwethought
possibleandthisledWCCtobecomeavery
dynamicCollege.

ThestudentswhostartedatWCCweretrue
pioneers.Oneofthestudentswasnamed
GaryOwen.GaryspenttwoyearsatWasht-
enawCommunityCollegeandthentrans-
ferredtotheUniversityofMichigan.Hewas
laterelectedtotheMichiganlegislatureand
eventuallywaselectedtotheofficeofSpeaker
oftheHouse.Garyisjustoneofthemany
outstandingindividualswhogottheirstartat
WashtenawCommunityCollege.

Someofthepicturesinthisarticlewere
takenafterthefacilitieshadbeenrenovated.
Believeme,mostofthebuildingsdidnot
lookasgoodastheyareshowninthesum-
merof1966.■

ThisformerWillowRunVillagefirestationservedastheWCCAdministrativeBuildingin1966.

In1967thisbuildingservedastheTechnicalCenterfortheWCCWillowRuncampus.
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Thereisanoldproverbaboutthreeblind
mentryingtodescribeanelephant.Eachman
describestheelephantintermsofthepartthat
heistouching,andthus,notwodescriptions
arethesame.Inalikemanner,thedescription
andhistoryofthedoctoraldegreeatEastern
MichiganUniversityistoldinmanydiverse
ways,dependingonwhenthepersontelling
thestorybecameinvolvedandtowhatdegree.
Therearecertainlymanypersonscurrently
involvedwiththedoctoraldegreewhocan
describeitspresentstatusbetterthanI,but
thereisnotonewhohashadalongterm
involvementoramoreintimateassociation
withthedegreeititsformativestagethanI,
andsoIfeelwellqualifiedtotellitshistory.
Infact,Ifeelcompelledtodoso,sinceIam
notawarethatanyoneelsehasrecordedthe
eventsandcircumstancesleadinguptothe
implementationofthisdegree.

Myfirstassociationwiththedegreewas
in1967.InaconversationwithHarold
Sponberg,PresidentofEasternMichigan
University,hedescribedthreegoalswhich
hehopedtoachieveatEastern:1)acenter
forcommunityeducation;2)anewcollege
ofEducationbuildingcalledtheCharles
StewartMott/FrankJ.ManleyBuilding;and
3)adoctoraldegreeinschooladministration
(EducationalLeadership).Intheearly1970’s,
theDepartmentofEducationalLeadership
wasundergoinganexternalevaluation,and
ourconsultantwastheDepartmentHead
ofSchoolAdministrationatArizonaState
University.Inhisfinalreport,heassessedour
EducationalSpecialist’sDegree,whichwas
a32hourdegreeabovetheMaster’sDegree
andwasourterminaldegreeforschoolad-
ministrators.Atthattime,aboutonethird
ofourmaster’sgraduatescontinuedoninto
theSpecialist’sDegreepluswehadalarge
numberofstudentsfromotheruniversities
whocametoEasternforthatdegree.Our
consultantwasgratifiedwiththequalityof
thedegreeandstatedthatitexceededmostof
thecourserequirementsofotheruniversities
intheirdoctoralprogram.Hesuggestedthat
weconsideraddingaresearchcomponentand
offeradoctoraldegree.

Twoyearsafterthatrecommendation,Dr.
ClydeLetarte,amemberoftheEducational
LeadershipDepartment,wasappointedAs-
sociateDeanoftheGraduateSchool.One
ofhisfirsteffortswastoattempttodevelopa
doctoraldegreeatEastern.Hefirstrequested
theEducationalLeadershipDepartmentto
submitaproposalforsuchadegree.Apro-

posalwaswritten,butitwasrejectedbythe
GraduateSchoolbecauseitlackedsubstance
andquality.Dr.Letartethenwrotehisown
proposal.ThisproposalwastocreateaDoctor
ofArt’sDegreeforteachersattheCommu-
nityCollegelevel.Thisplanwassubmitted
totheNorthCentralAssociation,butitwas
discouragedbecauseitwasfeltthattherewas
nodemandforsuchadegree.

Assumingthatwemightnotgetourowndoc-
toraldegree,itwasproposedthatwecontact
anotheruniversitytoseeifwemightoffera
jointdoctoralprogram.Theoneuniversity
whichseemedinterestedwastheUniversity

HistoryoftheDoctoralDegree
atEasternMichiganUniversity
ByDr.JackD.Minzey

Dr.JackMinzeywasintimatelyinvolved
withthedevelopmentandapprovalof
thefirstdoctoraldegreeatEMUfrom
1967untilitwasfinallyapprovedand
implementedin1991.

PresidentHaroldSponbergin1967
proposedthatadoctoralprogramin
EducationalLeadershipbedevelopedat
EMU.

In1981formerVicePresidentfor
InstructionBruceNelsonwasgiven
releasedtimetowritetheinitialdoctoral
degreeproposal.

In1989ProvostCollinstookthedoctoral
degreeproposaltoameetingofthe
MichiganUniversityVicePresidentswhere
theCouncilvotedeighttoseventoapprove
theprogram.
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ofMichigan.TheGraduateDeanandImet
severaltimeswithrepresentativesfromthe
U.ofM.,butwewereunabletocometo
asatisfactoryagreement.TheUniversityof
Michiganwaswillingtouseourfacultyto
teachsomeoftheircourses,buttheyinsisted
thatthedegreemustcarrytheirname,the
tuitionbepaidtothem,andthecurriculabe
overseenbytheirfaculty.Inshort,theywere
willingtoemployourstaffasvisitingprofes-
sorstoteachtheirclasses.Thisdidnotmeet
theneedswefeltwehad,andsowedidnot
pursuethisideafurther.

Duringthefollowingyears,Dr.GaryKellerbe-
cametheGraduateDean,andhewasextremely
interestedindevelopingadoctoraldegreeat
Eastern.In1981,hegottheBoardofRegents
toapprovetheofferingofadoctoraldegree,

andhesolicitedproposalsfromthevarious
departments.Tenproposalsweresubmitted,
andthechoicecamedowntotwoproposals,
EducationalLeadershipandPsychology.

TherewereseveralreasonswhytheEduca-
tionalLeadershipproposalwasfinallyselected.
OnereasonwasthatthePsychologyprogram
wassubmittedwithanextremelyhighbudget,
andfundswerenotavailabletosupportsuch
aprogram.Inaddition,however,theEduca-
tionalLeadershipproposalwasextremelywell
written.Ourdepartmenthadspentagreat
dealoftimeresearchingourdiscipline,andwe
wereabletoshowthattherewasagreatneed
forsuchadegreeandthattheexistingdoctoral
programswereunabletokeepupwiththis
demand.Wewereabletoshowthatby1990,
therewouldbeaneedfor3,600newdoctoral
degreesinschooladministration,andthatat
thecurrentrateofgraduation,therewould
onlybe850degreesawardedbythatyear.
Wehadalsoobtained300students’signatures
onapetitionand200alumnisignaturesof
supportforsuchadegreeatEasternaswellas
havingsupportfromourDepartmentAdvi-
soryCommitteeand13otheradministrative
organizationsintheStateofMichigan.In

addition,allthecourseworkfortheproposal
wasalreadyinplace,andtheprogramwould
notrequirenewfaculty.

Thenatureofourproposalwasalsounique.
WehadgivenDr.BruceNelsonreleasedtime
towritetheproposal.Hehadbeentheformer
VicePresidentforInstructionatEastern,and
hehadprovedtobeaqualitywriter.Further,
hewasabletograsptheuniquenessofour
planandcomposeitintoascholarlydocu-
ment.Theessenceofourproposeddegree
wasthatitwastobeapostSpecialist’sDegree
builtuponourexistingspecialist’sprogram,
justasourSpecialist’sDegreewasbuiltupon
theMaster’sDegree.Thespecialist’sprogram
consistedof32hoursabovethemasters.The
coreoftheprogramconsistedofclassesin
LeadershipTheory,AnalysisofResearch,

OrganizationalTheory,afieldbasedresearch
project(thesis),andaninternship.Inaddi-
tion,therewere16hoursofelectivesinspe-
cialistlevelclassesinEducationalLeadership.
Therewerealsosixcognatehoursingraduate
workfromotherdepartments.Atthedoctoral
levelexperience,thereweretobeanadditional
24hours.ThesehoursconsistedofEthicsand
PolicyAnalysis,adoctoralseminar,statistics
(inferential,analysisofvariance),acognate
inGuidanceandCounselingorCurriculum,
andadissertation.Ourplanwastotake10
studentsperyearfrompersonswhowere
graduatesofourspecialist’sprogramandwho
werealsocurrentlyemployedadministrators.
Residencywastobeaccomplishedthrough
summersessionssothatstudentswouldnot
havetoquittheirjobstobeinourprogram.
Anotheradvantagewhichwesawinthisplan
wasthatwewouldalreadyhavestudentswho
hadcompletedthespecialistdegreeandthus
wouldbeabletostartimmediatelyonthe
doctoralpartoftheprogram.Webelievedthat
sinceallofourgraduateswouldalreadyhave
positionsinschooladministration,placement
wouldnotbeaproblem.Wealsoperceived
thatallofourstudentswhodidnotfinishour

“WhenHaroldSponbergpromotedtheideaofadoctoraldegree
inEducationalLeadership,hewasreallylookingforawayto
moveEasternMichiganUniversityintotherealmofbeinga
doctoralgrantinguniversity,andhesawEducationalLeadership
asthemostpromisingwaytogetthere.”

continuedonpage10
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doctoralprogramwouldstillhaveaSpecialist’s
Degreeandthuswouldminimizetheimpact
ofthe“allbutthedissertation”syndrome
whichoftenhappensatotherdoctoraldegree
grantinginstitutions.

Ourplanwaswrittenin1981andacceptedby
theuniversityinputsystemandtheBoardof
Regentsin1982.Sincewehadjustcompleted
aNorthCentralevaluationin1981,itwasfelt
thatwecouldincludeourdegreeunderthe
previousvisit.However,whatappearedtobea
positivemovetowardthedoctoraldegreesoon
ranintotrouble.Itwasatthistimethatthe
StateofMichiganbegantoencountermassive

financialproblems.Toalleviatepartofthe
problem,allhighereducationwasscrutinized.
Majorcutbacksinuniversityfundingtook
place,andtherewaseventalkofeliminating
someoftheduplicationinhighereducation
byclosingsomeofthestateuniversities.East-
ernbecameaprimetargetforsuchactiondue
toitsproximitytotheUniversityofMichigan
andWayneStateUniversity.Inregardsto
ourspecificdoctoralproposal,Governor
Blanchardrefusedtogiveitsupport.This
inturncausedourstaterepresentativeand
SpeakeroftheHouse,GaryOwen,toalsoop-
posethisdegree.Asaresult,Dr.JohnPorter,
PresidentofEastern,withdrewtheproposal
ratherthanriskanyimpactonEastern’sstate
funding.Inaddition,inordertoplacatethe
stategovernment,theuniversitypresident’s
createdasysteminwhichallnewprograms
inhighereducationhadtobeapprovedbya
statewideboardconsistingofthevicepresi-
dentsfromeachstateuniversity.Ourplanwas
submittedtothem,andasanticipated,they
turneditdown.

Duringtheensuingyears,therewaslittle
discussionofthedoctoraldegree.AstheDe-
partmentHead,Ididregularlysendmemosto
theDean,theProvostandtheGraduateDean
requestingthatwereinstituteourrequest.
However,therewasnomovement,anditap-
pearedthattheissuewasdead.Thenin1986,
newinterestwassparkedregardingthedegree.
TwoRegents(Dr.GenevieveTitsworthand
Dr.WilliamSimmons)resurrectedinterest
inthedegree.BothoftheseRegentswere
activeadministratorsinEducation,andthey
producedadocumententitled“CreativeStrat-
egies–ATimeforAction”.Thisdocument
hadseveralplansforimprovingtheCollege
ofEducation,andproposalnumber11was
aDoctoralDegreeinLeadership(Interdisci-
plinary).ThisplanwasacceptedbytheBoard
ofRegentsinAugust,1986,andwhileitdid

notresultinmuchinthewayofaction,itdid
remindtheuniversitycommunityoftheneed
foradoctoraldegree.

However,anotherthreeyearswentbywith-
outanyaction,andalthoughmymemosto
thevariousadministratorscontinued,there
wasnotapositiveresponsetoarequestfor
reactivatingtheeffortstowardadoctoral
degreeinEducationalLeadership.Thenin
1989,ProvostCollinscontactedmeandsaid
thatDr.Porterwantedustomoveahead
immediatelywiththedoctoraldegreeand
thatitneededtoberewrittenandupdated
intwodays.Irewrotethedocumentoverthe
weekend,andDr.Collinstooktheproposal
toameetingoftheMichiganUniversityVice
Presidents.DeanScottWestermanandIat-
tendedthemeeting,butDr.Collinsmadethe
presentation.Hewasverypersuasiveinhis
comments,andtheVicePresidentsCouncil
votedeighttoseventoapproveourrequest.It
wasnotablethatalltheinstitutionswhohad
adoctoraldegreevotedagainstus.Itwasalso

HistoryoftheDoctoralDegree
atEasternMichiganUniversity
continuedfrompage9

“However,anotherthreeyearswentbywithoutanyaction...
therewasnotapositiveresponsetoarequestforreactivating
theeffortstowardadoctoraldegreeinEducational
Leadership.Thenin1989,ProvostCollinscontactedmeand
saidthatDr.Porterwantedustomoveaheadimmediately
withthedoctoraldegreeandthatitneededtoberewritten
andupdatedintwodays.”
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interestingthatduringtheinterveningyears
sincewehadbegunourrequestforadoctoral
degree,severalofthedoctorallevelinstitutions
hadimplementedpartsofourproposalinto
theirexistingprograms.

Wenowproceededwithaplanforimplemen-
tation.WeassumedthattheNorthCentral
Associationwouldapproveusashadbeen
previouslydiscussed,andsowespentour
timeonthedetailsofadmittingstudents.We
developedandoversightcommitteeconsisting
ofDr.RonGoldenberg(GraduateDean),Dr.
DonBenion(VicePresidentforInstruction),
Dr.ScottWesterman,(DeanoftheCollege
ofEducation),Dr.JackMinzey(Department
HeadofLeadershipandCounseling),and
Dr.DonnaSchmitt(ProfessorofEducational
Leadership).Thereweresomeattemptsby
membersofthiscommitteetomakesignifi-
cantchangesintheprogramandtomakeit
moretraditionalinnature.However,through
thiscommittee’sefforts,wewereabletojustify
thecontentoftheprogram,developadmis-
sionstandards,prepareexams,anddevelopa
selectionprocessforadmittingcandidatesto
theprogram.

Itwasatthistimethatwewereinformedby
theNorthCentralAssociationthattoomuch
timehadelapsedsinceourlastvisitbythem
andthatwewouldhavetohaveaspecialvisit
forapprovalofourprogram.InMarch,1989,
suchavisittookplace.Itturnedouttobe
anothersetbackforourproposal.Thevisita-
tionteamconsistedoftwopeople.Onewas
thePresidentoftheUniversityofDayton.
Hewasahistorymajor,andhisinstitution
didnothaveateachereducationprogram.
ThesecondwasawomanwhowastheDean
oftheCollegeofEducationattheUniversity
ofSouthDakota.Shewasahomeeconomics
major,andherinstitutionhadnodoctoral
programs.Theyhadtwoproblemswithour
proposal.First,thepresidentwassomewhat
ofanelitistandhaddifficultlydealingwitha
programthatgavedoctoraldegreestoschool
administrators.Thesecondproblemwasthat
bothofthemcouldnotseemtodealwitha
doctoralprogramthathadsomenontradi-
tionalaspectstoit.Sinceneitherofthemhad
anyexperiencewithaSpecialist’sDegree,they
couldnotcomprehendtheconnectionwhich
weweremakinginourprogram.Asaresult,
theyatfirstdeniedourrequest.Ourcommittee
membersreactedquiteaggressively,andthey
finallyagreedtograntusprobationarystatus

foraperiodoffiveyears.Fiveyearslater,we
didhaveanotherevaluationofthestatusofour
doctoraldegreeandduetotheachievements
wehadmadeandtheinfluenceofDeanJerry
Robbins,wedidreceivefinalapproval.

Oncewehadprobationaryapprovalfrom
theNorthCentralAssociation,wewerenow
readytoputtheplanintooperation.Because
wehadnooneonourstaffwhohadextensive
workinadepartmentwithadoctoraldegree,
itwasdecidedthatweneededtoobtainmore
credibilitybybringinginsomeexperienced
doctoralfaculty.SinceIwasintheprocessof
retiring,anewdepartmenthead,Dr.Martha
Tackwasemployedandshebroughtwith
herexperiencesrelatedtoworkingwitha
doctoralprogram.Inaddition,adoctoral
coordinator,DrWilliamHetrick,washired
togiveprofessionaldirectiontoourdegree.
Ourbudgetwasincreasedtoprovidemore
suppliesandmaterials,eachfacultymember
wasgivenacomputer,andtravelbudgetswere
increased.Therewasalsomorereleasedtime
giventofacultyforresearch,andthefaculty
wasincreasedbyfourprofessors.

Inthefallof1991,tenstudentswereselected
forthefirstdoctorallevelclassatEastern.This
wastobethebeginningofthefirstdoctoral
programatEasternMichiganUniversity.Ithad
sufficientresourcesandaboveall,adedicated
staffwhichwascommittedtothesuccessof
itsstudents.Theprogramdoesappeartohave
lostmuchofitsuniqueness,butthatwastobe
expectedsincetheprofessionalsemployedto
givedirectiontotheprogramwerenotapart
oftheoriginalplanningandwereinclined
toimplementaprogramwhichmirrored
theirownexperiencesatotherinstitutions.
However,theprogramhasblossomedintoa
qualityprogram.Thiswasapparentwhenthe
programsuccessfullyreceivedfinalapproval
fromtheNorthCentralAssociationduring
theirfocusvisitin1996.Evenmoreimportant
isthatsincethefacultyintheEducational
LeadershipProgramcreatedandmaintained
suchanexcellentdoctoralprogram,Eastern
MichiganUniversitywasrecognizedasabona
fidedoctorallevelgrantinginstitution,and
madepossiblethecreationandadditionof
otherdoctorallevelprograms.

Tofullyappreciatetheimpactofthisdegree
onEasternMichiganUniversity,oneneeds
toknowhowdegreestatusisdeterminedin
continuedonpage17
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The“New”
OldWestSide
ByMargaretPorter

PriortoWorldWarII,WallaceBoule-
vardonYpsilanti’swestsidemarkedthe
boundaryofresidentialhousing.This
neighborhoodisknownasNormalPark.
TheWoodburyhome,311Wallace,is
aclassicexampleofearly20thcentury
architecture.

BeyondWallacelaywoodsandfurther
west,openfields.Beginninginthemid-
thirties,withthenationemergingfrom
theDepression,severallargehomeswere
constructedalongWestmoorlandaswellas
Sherman.TheeastsideofMansfieldwas
nowthewesternboundaryforthisnewer
neighborhood.

Myparents,DonandRuthPorter,broke
groundfortheir“dreamhouse”in1940.
Itwasthefirst,andformanyyearsthe
onlyhouse,facingOwendale.Thelotwas
heavilywooded,aswerethetwovacantlots
betweenourhouseandWestmoorland.
JustaroundthecornerofOwendaleand
WestmoorlandstoodthehomeofHoward
andNaomiHand.HowardwasaGeneral
Motorsexecutive,activeincommunityaf-
fairs.Ourotherneighborsonthecornerof
OwendaleandShermanwereJ.DonLaw-
rence,theattorney,andhiswifeChristine.
AcrossOwendale,onthesouthwestcorner
ofWestmoorlandastatelywhitecolonial
wasthehomeofDr.Butler,afaculty
memberatthenMichiganStateNormal
College.ThishousewaslatersoldtoBill
andNathalieEdmonds.

OtherneighborsincludedtheFredWei-
mans,heapharmacistwhoseavocation
wasperformingasaclown;theBancroft
Briens,shoestoreowners;DonandMar-
garetMartin,headoctorandsheaformer
MissYpsilanti.GoingeastupWestmoor-
land,wastheBisbeehome,lumbercom-
panyowners;twohomesbelongingto
theAugustusbrothers;andopposite,the
BenSovey’s,greenhouseowner.Atthe
easternendofWestmoorlandandWallace,
behindtheWoodburyhouse,alaterowner

installedatenniscourt,somethingthatim-
pressedmeonmychildhoodexcursions.

Itwasaprettyandprosperousneighbor-
hood.Thehomeswerealltwostories
setongood-sizedlots.Thereweretra-
ditionalColonials,DutchColonials,
Tudors,andsomeCapeCods.Severalof
theneighborshadbeautifullylandscaped
yards.AsachildIwasentrancedbythe
Hand’sgazingballandthelittlenooks
andcranniesoftheirgarden.Butmy
favoriteplacewasthelittlewoodsnext
toourhouse.Inthespringitwasfilled
withwildflowers,violetsandbuttercups
mostly,withanoccasional“jackinthe
pulpit”oratreasuredtrillium.

AsIgrewolder,Ilikedtoorganize“hikes”
acrossthefieldsbeyondMansfieldtothe
littlecreek.Mymotheralwayswarnedme
tostayawayfromthewoodsthatbordered
eachsideofthefieldandnottoplayinthe
creekwater.ThelatterIobeyed,thewoods
exertedastrongappealthough.

AfterWorldWarII,manyofthevacant
lots,includingmybelovedlittlewoods,
becameconstructionsitesfornewhomes.

Thesenewhomesweregenerallysmaller
andoccupiedbyfamilieswithyoung
children.Bothmybrotherandsister
hadmanyneighborhoodplaymates.New
neighborsincludedtheFulfords,the
Joslyns,theCongdons,theGoodings,
andtheSeyfrieds.EstabrookSchoolwas
builtafterthewartomeettheneedsofthe
changingneighborhood.Itsconstruction
signaledthebeginningofaschool-building
boominYpsilanti.

MyparentssoldthehouseonOwendale
in1987,thesameyeartheycelebrated
their50thweddinganniversary.Although
IwasgrownandlivinginWashington,
D.C.,thelossof“ourhouse”saddened
me.IvisitedYpsilantiregularlyandal-
mostalwaysdrovearoundtheoldneigh-
borhood.NowIambacklivinginYpsiin
aneighborhoodwestandnorthofwhere
Igrewup.Thisareawasoncewoodsas
well.Ilovemynewhomebutapartof
myheartwillalwaysbeonOwendaleand
intheoldneighborhood.

Acknowledgements:MythankstoBilland
KarenNickelsforinformationaboutthe
Woodburyhouse.■

TheWoodburyHouse,311Wallace,constructedin1921.
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Above:Owendale,about1990,Porter
Homeinforeground(1941);Bennett
House(1950).

Left:Owendale,around1946,looking
northtowardsCrossStreet.Theauthor
tryingoutherfirstpairofrollerskates
withhelpfromfatherDonPorter.

TheHomeofHowardandNaomiHand,1227Westmoorland,constructedaround1938.

WeimanHome,1305Westmoorland.
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BuffaloBills’WildWestShowbeganin1883
andendedinJuly,1913.Hedid,aswell,ap-
pearintwootherWildWestshowsduring
theyears1914-1916.Hediedin1917.Did
heeverappearhere?Well,nowweknowthe
answer.Solet’sbeginwithhisfirstappear-
anceinYpsilantionJuly28,1900.

Thenewspaperofthetimeisthebestsource
forthecolorandpageantryofanevent
notseeninYpsilantiinmanyyears.The
WashtenawTimesofSaturday,July28,1900
reportedthefollowingitems:1)“Buffalo
Billwillgivetwoperformancestodayrain
orshine;”2)“TheBuffaloBillcompany
arrivedtothecityatanearlyhourthis
morningoccupying46cars;”and3)“The
BuffaloBillparadewillbeheldthismorn-
ingat9:30o’clockthroughtheprincipal
streetsofthecity.”

Let’simaginethedayandthearrivalofthe
WildWestshowonthatmorningofJuly28,
1900.Thenewspapersofthedayhadbeen
advertisingtheeventforaweek.Thecostwas
50cents,childrenundernineyearshalfprice,
andreservedseats,$1.00.Ticketscouldbe
purchasedatRogersBookandDrugStoreat
118CongressStreetinYpsilanti.Thesound
ofunloadingcouldbeheardthroughDepot
Townandthesurroundingareasintheearly
morninghoursofJuly28.BuffaloBilland
hisWildWestShowhadarrived!

Forty-sixcarsfilledwithanimals,bands,
andpersonalitiesincludingAnnieOakley,
multitudesofCossacks,Indians,Mexicans,
Spaniards,Filipinos,andcowboys!Thefa-
mousRoosevelt’sRoughRidersfreshfrom
thechargeupSanJuanHill.Theparade
throughthemainstreetsofYpsilantiwas
toreachthreemilesandincludebandsand
educationaldisplays.


BuffaloBill’s
WildWest
ShowComes
toYpsilanti
ByGeorgeRidenour

BuffaloBillandhisWildWestShow
visitedYpsilantitwiceintheearly1900s.

AnnieOakleyparticipatedinthe
WildWestShowswithashooting
demonstration.

PawneeBillandhiswifeMaryparticipatedinthesecondWildWestShowthat
visitedYpsilanti.
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Perhaps,asacolorcommentary,weshould
quotetheWashtenawTimesarticleofthe
time:

 “BuffaloBillandhisbigshowarrived
inthecityearlythismorningin46cars
overtheLakeShore&MichiganSouth-
ernfromAdrian.Col.Codyoccupiedhis
privatePullmanandthewholeoutfitwas
sidetrackedintheMichiganCentralyards.
Theprocessionstartedat9:30o’clockand
washeadedbyBuffaloBillhimselfina
handsomespiderwithafootmanbehind
andapairoffinespeckledwhitehorses
infront.AfterpassingupAdamsStreet
anddownCrossovertheriver,theparade
turnedintoRiverStreetandthenbackon
Congress,thegroundswheretheexhibition
occurred.Whentheprocessionarrivedback
attheexhibitiongroundsseveralthousand
peopleweretheretowitnessthefreeexhibi-
tionannouncedtotakeplaceatthattime.”

Well,whatdidtheysee?Mosttownfolk
preferredthenightshow.The2:00pm
showwasfilledwiththousandsfrom“outof
town.”Here’sanideaof“TheShow.”

 “Applausefilledthegrounds.Therid-
ingwaswonderful,whilethehistoric
oldDeadwoodcoachchasedbyIndians
thatyelledinthismostbloodthirstystyle,
awakenedshoutsofexcitementasitdashed
aboutfilledwithWinchesterspopping
fromeverycomerofit…Thefeaturepart
oftheperformancewastheBattleofSan
Juanhill,whenastrongforceofrealarmy
meninkhakiattackedtheSpanishgarri-
sonpostedaroundarealisticandpractical
blockhouseandcarriedoutthedetailsof
thefamousfightwithconsiderablespirit.
Thefightlookedrealandthemenfought
likemad…Thegreatestindividualinter-
estofthedaycenteredontheCubansand
Filipinos,largecontingentsofwhichare
withtheshow.Theyaregenuinerepresen-
tativesoftheirrespectivepeopleandthey
lookit…Thebestthingabouttheperfor-
manceisthatitisbyrealmendoingreal
work,notactorsplayingapart.Theyare
allrealactorsingreateventsofwhichthey
areactuallyapart.InthisrespectColonel
Cody’sshowisthegreatesteverorga-
nized…youseerealmenengagedinreal
eventstowhichallhavebeenbornand
bredandinwhichtheactingislifeitself.”



Aglimpseoftheeveningperformancewas
providedinthearticle:

 “Theeveningperformancewasattended

byanevenlargercrowdthanturned
outintheafternoon,andasthenatural
picturesquenessoftheentertainment
washeightenedbythelights,itmaybe
hailedasanevengreatersuccessthanits
forerunner.”


Famouspersonalitiesincludedinthisvery
showwere:

 “MissAnnieOakleywithmanyofhernew
shootingfeatures.JohnnieBaker,wholeads
allthesharpshooters,willbeseen!”


Newspapersarticlesofthetimesglowedwith
articlesofthediversityoftheshowwhich
includedHawaiianladyriders,UnitedStates
Cavalry,CubanRoughRidersandRussian
Cossacks.Theyextollednotonlytheenter-
tainmentoftheshowbutreflectedandreas-
suredtheYpsilantiPublicoftheeducational
valueoftheshowandexhibits.

WhileintheWashtenawCountyareaBuf-
faloBillvisitedrelatives.TheCodyfamily
hadfirstcometotheareain1833inthe
personofJohnCody.Heisshowninthe
1840USCensusinPittsfieldTownship.
Hewasafarmerandtenyearslaterhadliv-
ingwithhimDavid(29)andLovina(25),
LucindaPritchard(11),andPatMcDaniel
(20),afarmer.Hehad3,500acresofland.
By1860Johnnearing70had8,000acres
withavalueof$21,280andbythenhadtwo
farmhandsworkingthefarmalongwitha
sonanddaughter-in-law.By1880Davidwas
livingtherewithLouise(38),hiswifeand
childrenWilliam(7),andMay(6).

In1900Davidisnow80andisstillmar-
riedtoLouisa.TheyarelivingintheCody
residencealongwithWilliamandCatherine
andtheirchildrenCharlesandnewbornDa-
vidCharles.TheynowhaveaServantand
afarmhand.In1910William,Katherine,
Charles,Grant,andCatherinealongwith
aservantresidedatthePittsfieldTownship
property.Thegeneraloccupationofthe
menishelpinginthefarmingoperation.
Throughoutthe1920sthefamilyresided
intheareaandallmaintainedoccupations
infarming.
continuedonpage16
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Finally,in1930(thelastavailableUSCen-
sus)Catherineisawidowandlivingwith
herareCharlesD.31,andGrantBurkhart
Cody29(hediedonAugust27,1961in
PittsfieldTownship).Again,allarefarmers.
CatharinediedinJune,1976.Plattmapsof
1874provideadrawingofthe“residence
ofDavidCody”(Section20&21Pittsfield
TownshipMichigan).

Whatabouttoday?Isanythingleftof
thehouse?Fortunately,theansweris
YES.TheCodyFarmisstillstanding.
Thehouseisestimatedtohavebeen
builtin1860withadditionsoverthe
years.Thehouseaswellas“out”build-
ingsremain.AcrossTextileRoadfrom
theSutherland-WilsonFarmisthe
CodyFarm.Wehaveconfirmedthat
thesewere“shirttail”relativesofWild
BillCody(WilliamF.)andthathedid
visitandsleepthereonoccasionswhen
hewasinMichigan.Onatleastone
occasion,itwasreported“…thatWild
BillHickockaccompaniedBuffaloBill
onavisittothefarm.”(PittsfieldHis-
toricalSociety-HistoricTextileRoadin
Pittsfieldwww.pittsfieldhistory.org)

TimetosayGoodbye(?):
BuffaloBill’sWildWestShowcame
backtoYpsilantiforonelastperfor-
mance.Again,anticipationfollowed
hisreturn.Hisfarewellperformance
tookplaceonJuly12,1910.Amaz-
ingly,littlewaswrittenintheYpsilanti
DailyPressofJuly13,1910.

Announcementsofthetimeshowthat
theshowwassetattheReinhartShow
GroundsonHamiltonStreetinYpsi-
lanti.Theshowwasheldforoneday
onlyonTuesday,July12,1910.Embla-
zonedacrosstheannouncementswas:

BuffaloBill’sWildWest
and

PawneeBill’sFarEast
nowannounce

BuffaloBill’sLastVisit
tothiscity

BuffaloBill’sWildWestShow
ComestoYpsilanti
continuedfrompage15

AdvertisingflyerfromtheWildWestShow
in1900.

AdvertisingflyerfromtheWildWestShow
in1910.

SketchoftheresidenceofDavidCodyin1876locatedinsection20and21of
PittsfieldTownship.
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Presentationswereannouncedasbeing
from“bothsidesoftheearth”andPawnee
Bill’sshowwas“anorientalspectacle”while
BuffaloBill’swas“historicandgenuine.”
Theshowwastohave“ColonelWilliamF.
CodytheonlyandoriginalBuffaloBillwith
hisroughridersoftheworld.”Actsincluded
inthemagnificentshowwere:WildBuck-
ingBroncos,RhodaRoyal’s20trained
Horses,FootballPlayingHorses,Rossi’s
MusicalElephantsandRayThompson’s
TrainedRangeHorses.

RealismRunsRampant…PeerlessPageant
ofPleasure!

TwoExhibitionsDaily,2:00pmand8:00
pmrainorshine.Admissionsincluding
seatswere50cents.Attheexhibitionadmis-
sionwas$1.00allticketscouldbebought
atSpasbury’sDrugStoreat112Congress
StreetinYpsilanti.TheYpsilantiDaily
Pressfeaturedastoryaboutthreeyoung-
sterswho“walked”allthewayfromAnn
Arbortoseetheshow.Thethreehadno
moneybutwalked10milestoseetheshow.
“Barefooted,hatlesslittleurchinsfromAnn
Arbor…havingnomoneytheywereonlyable
tosneakintooneofthesideshowsandlater
foundbythepoliceandbarelyabletowalk
fromfatigueandhungertheyweredrivenback
toAnnArborbytwopoliceofficers.Oh,all
threewerereportedassaying:“theysawthefat
womanandlikedher.”


ReportedintheWashtenawTimes,aswell,
wasthefollowingcomment:“Thievingis
inevitableonornearthegroundsofalarge
travelingshow,buttheWildWestdetectives
andlocalpoliceworkedwithawillyesterday
andkeptlossesdowntoaminimum.”Even
PawneeBill’sshowhadbeenplaguedby
thievesandpickpocketswhotookadvantage
ofthedrawoftheshowstobreakandenter
intohousesoflocalswhowereattheshows.
Itemsstolenwerereportedas:diamonds,
watches,robes,andlotsofjewelry.

Thesummerof1910wasthelastyearthat
BuffaloBillplayedinYpsilanti.Hewenton
withhisshowandappearedintwoother
productionswithothershowmenofthe
times.However,BuffaloBilldidaseriesof
playsknownasBuffaloBill’sCombination.
ItplayedinMarshall,BattleCreek,Sagi-
naw,BayCity,GrandRapidsandDetroit
butneveragaindidheappearinWashtenaw
County.

Nowthestoryhasbeentoldandanagging
historicalquestionanswered:DidBuffalo
BillandhisWildWestShowappearin
Ypsilanti.Yes,HeDid!■

Contributionsby:
• LyleMcDermott,Volunteer,Ypsilanti
HistoricalSocietyandLynnHouze,
CuratorialAssistant,BuffaloBillHis-
toricalCenter,Cody,Wyoming

• WashtenawTimesJuly13,1900
• YpsilantiDailyPressJuly,1910

highereducation.Highereducationinsti-
tutionsarelimitedtoaparticulardegree
level.Forexample,communitycolleges,
bylaw,areonlyallowedtoawardassociate
degrees.Privatecollegesanduniversities
aregrantedaspecificdegreestatusac-
cordingtothearticlesofincorporation.
Anyexceptiontothismustbeachieved
throughasetofregulationsgovernedby
theMichiganDepartmentofEducation.
Publiccollegesanduniversitiesarelimited
tothedegreestatusidentifiedintheir
originalchartersandagain,changesmust
gothroughproceduresestablishedbythe
MichiganDepartmentofEducationas
wellasapprovalbyvariousprofessional
accreditingagencies.

WhenEasternMichiganwasfirstap-
provedasMichiganStateNormalCollege,
itwasgiventherighttoawardbachelor’s
degrees.Also,in1889,theywereactu-
allygivenpermissiontoawardamaster’s
degreeinpedagogy.Duringthetenureof
PresidentCharlesMcKenny,thatdegree
waseliminated,buttheyobtainedpermis-
sionforagaingrantingthemaster’sdegree
in1938throughajointprogramwiththe
UniversityofMichiganinthetrainingof
teachers.Thespecialist’sdegreecameabout
in1966whenEasternwasabletoobtain
permissionforawardingadegreeabovethe
master’sdegree.Thepointisthatitisusu-
allyverydifficultforaninstitutiontomove
toanotherlevelofdegreestatus,butonce
thatpermissionisgiven,additionaldegrees
canbeofferedwithoutgoingthroughthe
rigorousprocessofanoutsideevaluation.

WhenHaroldSponbergpromotedthe
ideaofadoctoraldegreeinEducational
Leadership,hewasreallylookingfora
waytomoveEasternMichiganUniversity
intotherealmofbeingadoctoralgrant-
inguniversity,andhesawEducational
Leadershipasthemostpromisingwayto
getthere.Now,hisdreamhascometrue,
andseveraldepartmentsatEasternare
eitherofferingorintheprocessofoffering
doctoraldegreesbasedoninternalcriteria
andprocedures.■

HistoryoftheDoctoralDegree
atEasternMichiganUniversity
continuedfrompage11
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Highland
Cemetery–
TheBeginning
ByAlRudisill

HighlandCemeteryislocatedonlandthat
oncebelongedtoNativeAmericans,thento
theFrenchwhoweregrantedclaimstoitin
1811aftertheRevolutionaryWar,thento
EnglishandAmericansettlerswhoarrived
inYpsilantifromNewEngland,NewYork
andotherplaces.In1863itbecamethe
propertyofthestockholdersofa“jointstock
cemeteryassociation”thatwassetupby
twenty-fiveprominentmenoftheCity.

Thetwenty-fivemendrewup“articlesof
association”thatrequiredthestockofthe
associationbesoldinsharesof$50and…
shouldbelimitedto$10,000intheag-
gregate.”Thearticlesfurtherprovidedthat
theenterprisebeunderthemanagementof
aboardofninedirectorstobeelectedby
thestockholders.Thefollowinggentlemen
werechosen:B.Follett,D.Showerman,F.
K.Rexford,H.Batchelder,E.Bogardus,A.
S.Welch,M.L.Shutts,D.L.Quirkand
J.L.Rappelye.Officerselectedwere:A.S.
Welch,President;F.K.Rexford,Secretary;
andB.Follett,Treasurer.Onehundred-forty
shareswereeventuallysoldraising$7,000
forthepurchaseanddevelopmentofHigh-
landCemetery.

Thedirectorsproceededatoncetopurchase
atractoflandofapproximatelyfortyacres
thatmanyofthemhadconsideredasemi-
nentlyadaptableforuseasacemetery.The
propertyconsistedofportionsofthefarms
ofG.S.HibbardandB.Miller.Thesoil
waslight,warmandeasilyworkedandmore

thanhalfthepropertywascoveredwithna-
tivetrees,includingoakandhickory.The
remainderofthepropertyconsistedofgrassy
knollsandpleasantvalleysthatwereideal
forthedevelopmentofanaturalgarden-like
settingofwindingdrives,walks,shrubs,
flowers,monumentsandornatesculptures.

Therewerecommandingviews,oneover-
lookingthecityandtheotheroverlooking
alongstretchofriverscenery.

TheHighlandBoardmovedquicklyinJuly
of1863toemployColonelJamesLewis

Above:Theoriginalfortyacresof
HighlandCemeteryasdesignedby

ColonelGlenanddedicatedin1864.

Right:AuthorDouglasKeister
indicatedtheMalteseCrosscould

representtheMilitaryorasecretsociety
liketheKnightsofPythias.

continuedonpage19
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GlenofNiles,Michigantolayoutandmap
thecemeterygrounds.Heproceededthat
fall,withsuitableassistants,tolayoutthe
groundsina“naturalgarden-likesetting”
whichreflectedthetrendsforcemetery
designinAmerica,France,Englandand
othercountriesinEurope.Whenefforts
hadtobeterminatedbecauseofthesever-
ityofwinter,Glenthenspenthistime
projectinginelaboratedetailthelayout
oftheentirefortyacres.InMayof1864
Glenandhisassistantsresumedworkon
stakingouttheroadsandbeautifyingthe
landscape.AnarticleintheJuly1,1864
YpsilantiTrueDemocrat,indicated:“…to
saythattheresultsofCol.Glen’sprotracted
laborsarehighlysatisfactorytotheBoardis
butamildexpression.Thetruthis,inthis
directionheisanaccomplishedartist.His
methodofembellishmentispre-eminently
thenaturalone.”

Ifyoulookatanaerialviewoftheoriginal
layoutofHighlandCemeteryyoucansee
anumberofdistinctfiguresdesignedinto
thewindingroadsandpaths.Thefigures
includeanEasternStar,aMalteseCross,a
Horseshoe,anElfShoe,aCloverleaf,and
aStarofDavid.Thereasonfor,andthe
meaningof,thesefiguresremainsamystery
sinceareviewofearlyHighlandCemetery
Boardminutes,newspaperarticlesincluding
severalfrom1864,andHighlandCemetery
literaturefrom1864tothepresentfailedto
revealevenamentionofthefigures.Anin-
quirytoDouglasKeister,authorofStoriesin
Stone–AFieldGuidetoCemeterySymbol-
ismandIconography,broughtthefollowing
response:“…thedesigncertainlyindicates
thatcertainareaswerereservedforcertain
groups…EasternStarindicatesaMasonic
Area,StarofDavid,Jewish,MalteseCross
couldbeMilitaryorasecretsocietylikethe
KnightsofPythias.Awildguessfortheelf
shoecouldbeBabyland.”However,there
isnoevidencethatanyprioritywasever
givenfortheburialofmembersofcertain
groupswithintheblockswherethefigures
exist.Further,othercemeteriesdesignedby
ColonelGlendonotcontainfigureslike
thoseinHighlandCemetery.■

TheCityofYpsilantiTugboat
Atugboatnamed“TheCityofYpsilanti”wasrecentlyspottedbyRonGuidebeckon
portageLake.Someresearchrevealedthefollowingfactsrelatedtotheboat.According
tocurrentownerHerbBlattenbergerthehulloftheboatwasbuiltonApril19,1919
bytheGeneralShipbuildingCompanyinPhiladelphia,Pennsylvania.

ThetugboatwasevidentlybroughttotheYpsilantiareainitiallybySpencerDavisand
hissonJimshortlyafterWorldWarII.SpencerandJimpurchasedaflotillaoflifeboats
thathadbeenusedonlibertyshipswiththeideaofsellingthemforaprofit.However,
accordingtoastoryintheSpring1993issueofthe“CliffsLanding”newsletter,the
businessventurewasabust:

“Asmightbeexpected,thegreatest-andonly–rewardwas
fromtheonetheykeptforthemselvesatthecottage.The
“SpiritofYpsilanti”becameoneoftheearliestdreamsofthis
dynamicfatherandsonteam.Thebusinessventurewasabust.
Productionproblemsplaguedtheirendeavorandtempersflared
asthedesignandplanweremodifiedandadjusted.Still,many
happyhourswerespentcruisingthechainoflakesontheir
hybridversionofan“oceanliner.”

However,the1993storyprobablyhadthenameincorrectasHerbBlattenbergerhasthe
originalsignfromthetugwhichclearlyindicatesthenamewas“TheCityofYpsilanti,”
ratherthanthe“SpiritofYpsilanti.”■

HighlandCemetery–
TheBeginning
continuedfrompage18

“TheCityof
Ypsilanti”tugboat
wasrecentlyseen
onPortageLake
andfurtherresearch
revealedthecurrent
ownerisHerb
Blattenberger.

Thistugboat
wasoneofthe
earlyrenovations
of“TheCityof
Ypsilanti”or
anotheroneofthe
flotillaoflifeboats
boughtbySpencer
Davis.
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FundraisingContribution/PledgeAgreement

YHS–“AMatterofTrust”
TheInternalRevenueServicehasdesignatedtheYpsilantiHistoricalSocietyanorganization
describedinsection501(c)(3)oftheInternalRevenueCode.

AMOUNTOFCONTRIBUTION/PLEDGE:Onthis________dayof_______________,20___,

Iagreetocontributeand/orpledgetotheYpsilantiHistoricalSocietythesumof$___________.

CONTRIBUTIONCATEGORIES:
• DemetriusYpsilantiCircle..................................................................... $50,000ormore
• BenjaminWoodruffCircle................................................................. $25,000-$49,999
• MaryAnnStarkweatherCircle............................................................ $10,000-$24,999
• ElijahMcCoyCircle............................................................................... $5,000-$9,999
• DanielQuirkCircle................................................................................ $1,000-$4,999
• FriendsoftheSociety..................................................................................... upto$999

DonorRecognition:ApermanentplaquewillbeplacedintheYpsilantiHistoricalMuseum
identifyingdonorstotheProperty/FacilitiesFundraisingProgrambynameandcategory.

METHODOFPAYMENT(pleaseinitial):
______A.Animmediatecashpaymentof$__________.

______B.Animmediatecashpaymentof$_________withannualcashpaymentsof$_________ineach
succeedingyearforaperiodof______years.

______C.Animmediatecashpaymentof$_________withthebalanceof$__________payablethroughmyestate
uponmydeath.IhaveconsultedalawyerandIunderstandthebalanceisanirrevocablepledgethatmy
estatewillbeobligatedtopaytotheYpsilantiHistoricalSociety.ThisDeferredPledgeAgreementmayalso
besatisfiedinpartorinfullbypaymentsmadebymeatmydiscretionduringmylifetime.

______D.IpledgethatthetotalamountofmycontributiontotheYpsilantiHistoricalSocietywillbepayable
throughmyestateuponmydeath.IhaveconsultedalawyerandIunderstandthisisanirrevocablepledge
thatmyestatewillbeobligatedtopaytotheYpsilantiHistoricalSociety.ThisDeferredPledgeAgreement
mayalsobesatisfiedinpartorinfullbypaymentsmadebymeatmydiscretionduringmylifetime.

______E.Transferof“otherassets”suchassecurities,otherpersonalpropertyorrealestateinterests.(Note:The
Societyreservestherighttoacceptorrejectgiftsofotherassetspendingaduediligencereviewoftheassets,their
transferabilityandtheappropriatenessofacceptanceofsuchotherassetsbytheSociety.Thisreviewwillbe
conductedbylegalcounselfortheSociety.)Donortoprovidedescriptionofassetsbeingtransferred.

EXECUTION:Executedthis______dayof_____________________,20____.   

Donor:_____________________Signature:__________________________________________________
         DonorAddress

Witness:____________________Signature:__________________________________________________
DonorCity,State&Zip
Witness:____________________Signature:______________________     

ACCEPTANCE:Theundersigned,beingadulyauthorizedofficeroftheYpsilantiHistoricalSociety,doeshereby
acceptthewithincontribution/pledge.

YpsilantiHistoricalSocietyOfficerSignature:________________________Date:____________________

INTERPRETATION:ThisAgreementshallbeinterpretedunderthelawsoftheStateofMichigan.
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HowTimesHaveChanged!
ThebillincludedwiththisarticleistheGraceHospitalbillforthebirthofMarilyn
Freatman(Begole)in1927.ThecostofLaborRoomservicesamountedtoatotalof
$10.00.Theboardandroomandgeneralcarechargesfortheelevendaystaywas$3.50
perdayforthemotherand$1.00perdayforbabyMarilyn.Thetotalbillwas$59.50.
Thebackofthebillprovidedanexplanationoftheexcessivecostofthedeliveryand
elevendaystay:

“AnExplanationandaRequest:Thecostofrunningahospitalisveryhigh...Inexplana-
tionofthehighcostofhospitalcareitmaybestatedthatinadditiontoallthedepartmentsofa
hotel,weareobligedtomaintainanAmbulanceDepartment,anX-RayandRadio-Therapy
Department,aSurgicalandOperatingDepartment,aNurseTrainingSchoolwithtrained
nurseSupervisorsandInstructors,aDepartmentofPhysio-TherapyandHydro-Therapy,a
largesuiteofLaboratories,acompletelystockedDrugStore,anAnestheticDepartmentwith
acorpsofAnesthetists,alargegroupofResidentMedicalInternsandanAttendingStaff,
comprisingmanyoftheleadingphysicians,surgeonsandspecialistsinthecity.

Theequipmentandpersonnelformanyofthesedepartmentsarehighlytechnical,specialized
andexpensive.Notwithstandingtheabove,yourhospitalbillperdayhasbeenlessthanyou
couldobtainboardandroominafirstclasshotel.”

Wedon’thavetheexactcostofwhatahospitaltodaywouldchargeforthedelivery
roomandanelevendaystaybyamotherandbabybutIthinkitwouldbesafetosay
itwouldbeconsiderablymorethanthecostofboardandroominafirstclasshotel.
Oh,thegoodolddays!■
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beginning,adeliverymanwouldhandle
ordersfromallofthelocalmarketsinDepot
Townonacooperativebasis,buteventuallyit
seemedthatoneortwostoresweregenerating
mostofthetrafficandthecooperationover
deliveriesended.Dan’sson,Wilfred,whoran
someofthedeliveries,remembersanunfortu-
nateaccidentwhentheuninsuredBrooksde-
liverytruckwasstruckinthesidebyanother
vehicle.Healsoremembersbeingchastised
byhisfather,somewhatlater,forstoppingto
visitaspecialgirlfriendonhisrounds,acer-
tainSylviaBurrell,daughterofMayorRayH.
Burrell,wholivedat912N.CongressStreet.
Shebecamehiswifein1939.

BusinessflaggedinDepotTowninthemid-
1930sandDanBrooksdecidedtomove
uptown.In1936,heboughtlandat406W.
MichiganAvenueandbuiltanewstore.This
wasastepupfromtheplaceinDepotTown
andrepresentedthelatestingrocerystore
technology.Hecontinuedtooffermeats,
nowfromSwiftandCo.,andkeptoffering
thefour-time-a-daydeliveryschedule.

Beforelong,theBrooksMarketwasselling
frozenfoods,anentirelynewproductline
whichhadbeenintroducedbyClarence
BirdseyetoretailoutletsinMassachusetts
onanexperimentalbasisin1930.Aimed
atthosewhowantedfruit,vegetables,and
meatoutofseason,frozenfoodsatfirstwere
aglamourproductbecauseuntilafterWorld
WarIIfewhouseholdshadrefrigeratorsthat
couldkeepthemfrozen.

Inacannymove,DanBrooksalsodecided
tokeephisstoreopenonnightsandSun-
days.Thiswasacompromiseagainstthe
demandsoftimewithfamily,butitgavehim
anedgeagainsthisbigcompetitors,which
stillincludedA&PandKroger(whichhad
relocatedrightacrossthestreet).Eventually,
extendedhoursbecamethenormforgrocer-
iesandmanyotherkindsofbusinesses.

YetanotherinnovationattheBrooksMarket
wasself-service.Whenthestorewasowned
byDavis,customerswereservedbyaclerk
behindacounterwhoassembledrequested
itemsandtotaledthebill.Thenewconcept

allowedthecustomertobrowsethroughthe
goods,asifinalibrarywithopenstacks,
pickingoutneededitemsthemselvesand
maybeafewthingsthatweren’tneededbut
lookedinteresting.Itputthecustomerin
thedriver’sseat,savedstaffresources,and
soldmoremerchandise.

Thescaleofthemarketgrewslowlybut
significantlyovertheyears.In1933,an-
nualsales(lesssalestax)were$23,777.By
1939,atthenewlocationonMichiganAv-
enuesaleswereupto$50,275,theytopped
$56,193in1944,andinthepost-warsurge
theyexceeded$72,546in1946.

DanBrooksmovedhisgroceryfromDepotTownto406W.MichiganAvenuein1936.

DanBrooksappearsreadyforbusinessinhisnewlyconstructeduptownstoreat406W.
MichiganAvenuein1936.Offeringfreshmeatsandself-service,themarketwasonthecutting
edgeinsoutheasternMichigan.

BrooksFoodCenter:
AnYpsilantiInstitution
continuedfrompage3
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Dan’soldestson,Wilfred,workedatthe
storeasayouth,butstruckoutonhisown
forinterestingworkatMackinacIsland
StateParkforacoupleofsummersin1937-
38.JoeThompson,thelocalDodgedealer
andchairofthestateparkcommission,
helpedhimlandthejob.Soonaftertheir
marriage,WilfredandSylviamovedtothe
Island,andWilfredworkedasAssistantPark
Superintendent.Lifewaspleasanttherein
thefrozen-in-timeatmospherethatmade
theIslandfamous.Thecouplelivedinthe
buildingoutsidethefortwallspreviously
usedasamorgue.Theirfirstdaughter,Joyce,
wasborntherein1939.

DanpaidforflyinglessonsforWilfredand
Tom,andtheyflewbackandforthtohelp
outatthestorewhenneeded.Once,lostin
thefog,thebrothersfoundtheirwayback
toPellstonbyfollowingrailroadtracks.On
anotheroccasion,runningoutofgas,they
madeanemergencylandingonthegolf
courseoftheIsland’sfamousGrandHotel.

TheonsetofWorldWarIIbroughtmany
changes.Storehoursatthemarketwere
cutbackanddeliveriesended.Wilfredwas
classified1-AbytheSelectiveServicefora
while,butreceivedadefermentbecausehe
returnedtoYpsilantiinthefallof1942to
workinthestore(anessentialoccupation).
Duringthewaryears,heservedintheMichi-

ganNationalGuard.Tom,however,joined
theAirForceandservedinbothEuropean
andPacifictheaters.Donaldenlistedinthe
Armyin1943,trainedatFortHood,Texas,
andwassenttoFrancefollowingtheD-Day
invasion.Hewaskilledinactiontherein
August1944.

Duringthewar,Ypsilantibecamefamous
foritsroleinwarproduction.Amongother
things,nearbyautofactoriesweretemporar-
ilyretooledtoproduceB-24bombers,and
thousandsofworkers-manyfromtherural
South-surgedintotheareatomantheas-
semblylines.Duringthe1940s,Ypsilanti’s
populationgrewbyaremarkable51percent.
Ypsilanti’sretailbusinesses,includingthe
Brooksmarket,struggledatfirsttokeep
upwithdemandbutultimatelybenefited
significantlyfromthearea’sgrowth.

Afterthewar,theBrooksmarket-now
knownasBrooksFoodCenter-continued
tothriveandsoonoutgrewthespaceat406
MichiganAvenue.Asmalladditionwas
madetotheback,butitwasinadequate.A
newbuildingwasrequired,andthespace
nextdoorat412Michiganwasjustright.
Theexistinghousewasboughtandmoved
byWilfred’sfather-in-law,RayBurrell,and,
aspreviouslynoted,thenewstorewasbuilt
in1948.Atthesametime,thebusiness

wasincorporatedwithWilfredservingas
president,DanasVice-President,andTom
asSecretary.Theoldspacewasusedasa
restaurantforashortwhile,thenasacoin
laundry.

WithhelpfromtheLeeandCadywarehouse
in1951,acooperativeadvertisinggroupwas
formedamongseveralindependentgrocers
inWashtenawCounty,includingBrooks

DanBrookswasnamed“grocerofthe
year”in1951onRonGamble’sWJRradio
program.Aradioquiz,withgive-a-ways,
washeldon-the-air.

Formanyyears,theBrooksMarketenteredafloatinthe4thofJulyparadecompetition,and
theyoccasionallywonintheircategory.Here,inthelate1930s,SylviaandWilfredBrooks
preparefortheparade.

continuedonpage24

“Yetanotherinnovationat
theBrooksMarketwasself-
service...Thenewconcept
allowedthecustomerto
browsethroughthegoods,
asifinalibrarywithopen
stacks,pickingoutneeded
itemsthemselvesand
maybeafewthingsthat
weren’tneededbutlooked
interesting.”
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FoodCenter.Thisgavetheparticipantsan
economicalwaytoannouncesalesandspe-
cialofferingsinthelocalnewspapers.Italso
allowedthemtocompeteforvisibilitywith
thegrowingnumberofchainstores.

Inordertopromotebetterpricingthroughco-
operativebuyingpower,theBrooks’decided
in1960toaffiliatewithSuperFoodsServices,
adivisionoftheIndependentGrocersAlliance
(IGA).TheIGAbrandfurtherhelpedthe
marketcompetewiththechains.

DanBrookshadanextensivenetworkof
businessassociatesandfriends,includingFred
Walton,JackWilloughby,GeorgeElliot,Alex
Longnecker,MorganAbbey,FredMeyers,
JakeDieterle,andmanyothers.Buthehad
amercurialtemperamentandsometimes
crossedswordswithhissonsandevenhisown
customers.Morethanonce,afteranoutburst,
hisson,Tom,retreatedtothelocalmovie
theater.Butafterwards,Danwouldjokeand
laughasifnothinghadhappened.

IfDanbroughtbigideasandanetworkof
associatestothebusiness,WilfredandTom
contributedsteadiness,commonsense,and
awillingnesstoworklonghours.Through-
outthe1950s,Dangraduallyreduced
hisinvolvementinstoreoperationsand
formallyretiredin1957.Hecontinuedto
beinvolved,givingadvicetohissons,and
stirringuphispopularmustardandradish
potatosalad,butheandLottiespentmore
andmoretimetravelingtofavoriteshaunts
likeMexicoandArizona. Meanwhile,
WilfredandTomkeptthestoreopenfrom
9:00amto9:00pmeverydayoftheyear,
exceptChristmas.Theysplitthehoursand
vacationtime,andtheyalternatedtripsto
nationaltradegroupsliketheNationalAs-
sociationofRetailGrocersoftheUnited
States(NARGUS).

Bynow,thesonshadgrowingfamiliesof
theirownthatmadetheirdaysbusierthan
ever.WilfredandSylviahadfourchildren:
Joyce,Roger,Nancy,andSally.Tomhad
marriedDorothyHandin1949andhadtwo
children:Tom,Jr.andSusan.

TheBrooksMarkethelpedintroducefrozenfoodstoYpsilanti.Herein,1951,DanBrooks
standsinfrontofoneoftheself-servicecoolers.

Themarketmaintainedalargeparkinglotattherearofthestore.Atsomepointinthelate
1950sthecheckoutcounterwasmovedtothebackofthestoreandthefrontdoorwasnolonger
usedasanentrance.

BrooksFoodCenter:
AnYpsilantiInstitution
continuedfrompage23
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BrooksFoodCenterat412W.MichiganAvenueasitlookedin1961.Thecoinlaundrynextdoor,406W.MichiganAvenue,wasthesiteof
thegroceryfrom1936to1948.

TheBrooksFoodCenterteam,Wilfred,Dan,
andTom,alongwithWilfred’sdaughterSally,
ca.1953.

PatMurphy(left)andRussellForsyth(right)
wereloyalemployeesatBroodsFoodCenterin
the1950sandearly1960s.

DanBrooks,WilfredBrooks,andTomBrooks
atthe1967grandopeningoftheirnewIGA
FoodlinermarketinPetersburg.

Throughtheyears,BrooksFoodCenterwas
wellservedbyseverallong-timeemployees,
includingWallyandRichardShingledecker,
PatMurphy,RussellForsyth,andKenMer-
icle.WilfredcreditsMurphywithteaching
himhowtocutmeat.Forsythwasamember
oftheYpsilantiFireDepartment-laterchief
-andhewasoftencalledawayfromhisdu-
tiesatthemarkettofulfillhisfire-fighting
responsibilities.Mericlewasknownforhis
jauntywaxedmoustacheandhisextensive
collectionofKaiser-Frasercars.

Thebusinesscontinuedtothrive,soin1967
thebrothersopenedasecondstoreunderthe
IGAbannerinPetersburg.Thiswasamajor
expansion,anditrequiredasignificantef-
fortbythewholefamily.WilfredandSylvia
madeaspecialefforttobecomeinvolvedin
thatcommunityaswellasYpsilanti.Sylvia
helpedoutinmanyways,includingpaying

billsanddoingpayroll,althoughtheformal
accountingwasstilldonebyA.B.Curtisand
Co.In1982,totalsalesattheYpsilantistore
reached$1.32million;Petersburgsalesadded
another$1.15million.

Robbersandthieveswerearecurringthreatto
theYpsilantibusiness.Atonepoint,intrud-
ersclimbedontotheroofatnight,cutahole,
andloweredthemselvesintothestoretohelp
themselves.Likehisfather,Tomcouldbeabit
shorttempered,andhewasespeciallyirritated
byshoplifters.Once,hechasedamiscreant
outthefrontdoorofthestoreanddownthe
street,finallytossingameatcleaverathim.In
1978,tragedystruckwhengun-totingrob-
bersenteredtheYpsilantistore,demanding
money.WhileWilfredworkedtoopenthe
safe,Tomsoughttoleavethestoreindisgust,
andthenervousgunmenkilledhim.

DanBrooksdiedin1973andhiswife,Lottie,
followedin1986.BothWilfred’swife,Sylvia,
andTom’swife,Dorothy,diedin2000.After
Tom’sdeath,itbecameincreasinglydifficult
forWilfredtorunthebusinessintwocities
withoutafullworkingpartner.Finally,in
1985,themarketsinbothYpsilantiand
Petersburgweresoldandthecorporation
wasdissolved.TheYpsilantistore,initially
soldtoJinMoon,becameaKoreanmarket;
today,itisoperatedasDosHermanos,a
Mexicanmarket.

Formorethan80years,theBrooksfamily
servedtheYpsilanticommunitythroughthe
foodbusiness,buildingareputationforhigh
qualityproductsandcustomerservice.Oneof
thelastmajorfood-orientedfamilyenterprises
intown,theBrooksmarketmadealasting
impressiononthecommunityandsetahigh
standardfortoday’sfoodemporiums.■
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MuseumAdvisory
BoardReport
ByVirginiaDavis-Brown,AdvisoryBoardChair

Wow,whatawinter!I’mnotsureitisover
yet,buttherearesignsofspringandasthe
snowleavestherearelittlesproutstryingto
comeupthroughthecoldsoil.Thepussy
willowsarecomingoutandthatisasure
signofspring.Wewilljustkeepwaiting
anditwillbehereverysoon.

ThingsarehappeningattheMuseumalso
aswegointospring.ThedolldisplayisgoneandwethankIreneJamesonforsharingher
wonderfulcollectionwithus.

OurnewdisplaywillbeErnieGriffin’scollectionofbottlesfromYpsilantidairies.Idid
notknowthatthereweresomanydairiesinYpsilanti.Canyourememberwhenthe
milkmancametothehousewithyourmilk?

StartingApril13andrunningthroughApril27wewillbeholdingourannualArtExhibit
featuringartistsfromthelocalarea.Putthedatesonyourcalendarandmakeplanstobring
thefamilyorafriendforawonderfulafternoonoutandseewhattalentisoutthere.

TheannualcalendarhasbeensetandyoumightliketoreviewitontheYHSwebsite
(atypsilantihistoricalsociety.org)soyouwon’tmissanything.

LostYpsilantiwillstartJuly20andrunthroughAugust31.Thisyear,Iamtold,itwill
bepeopleaswellassites.YouwillwanttocomeinandseehowYpsilantihasgrownand
changedandlearnmoreaboutsomeofthepeoplewhohavemadeourcitysogreat.

Asyoustartyourspringcleaningyoumayfindthatolddressorsomethingthatgrandma
hadinthe1800sor1900sorthoseolderchildren’sclothesthatyouoryoursiblingswore
andyouarenotsurewhattodowiththem.Whynotgivethemtothemuseumsothey
willbetakencareofandputondisplaysootherscancomeandseethem.

Septemberseemslikealongwayoffbutitwillbeherebeforeweknowit.Ifyouarea
quilter,knowofsomeonewhoquiltsorhaveaquiltyouwouldliketoputonexhibit
pleasecall482-4990or484-0080andwewillsendyoualltheinformation.

SomeofyouhavemetourinternsfromthegraduateprograminHistoricalPreservation
fromEasternMichiganUniversityandfoundthemtobehelpfulandpleasant.Theywill
bothbegraduatingandleavingusattheendofApril.WewanttothankJessicaWilliams
andKatieDallosforalltheirhelpandsupport.Wewillmissbothofthemandwishthem
thebestastheypursuetheircareers.Theywillbeinourthoughtsandprayers.

Rememberthemuseumisawonderfulprogramforanyorganizationorschoolgroupand
wehavetoursavailableeitherduringourregularopenhoursoratotherpre-arrangedtimes.
Formoreinformationortoscheduleatourpleasecallthemuseumat734-482-4990.

HopetoseeyousoonattheMuseumandremembertheTiffanywindowisondisplay.■
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WaysideSigns
&theHistorical
Museum
ByBillNickels

OurHistoricalMuseumisoneofsixYpsilantisites
abouttoreceiveaWaysideSignfromMotorCities.
MotorCitiesisaNationalHeritageAreaandanaffili-
ateoftheNationalParkServicededicatedtotelling
theautomotivehistoryofthemetropolitanDetroit
area.TheMichiganDepartmentofTransportation
(MDOT)andMotorCitiesarecosponsorsofthe
WaysideSignprogramthatwilleventuallyhavesigns
throughouttheareatellingtheautomotivehistoryof
sitesinsoutheasternMichigan.

AllofthesignswillhavesimilarstylesandwilldisplaytheMotorCitiesandNationalParkServicelogos.When220N.Huronwasan
apartmenthouse,ithousedwarworkersduringWorldWarIIandnowarchivesmuchoftheautomotivehistoryofourarea.

Ypsilantiwillbethefirstcommunitytohavetheirsignsinstalledlaterthisspring.Our2’x3’WaysideSignwillbeinstalledbyHuron
SignCompanyonthewalkwaythatleadstothemuseumporch.TheprojectisfundedbytheYpsilantiHeritageFoundation,Ypsilanti
Convention&VisitorsBureau,MotorCities,andMDOT.■

ThenewMotorCitiessignthatwillbeplacedalongsidethesidewalkentranceto
theMuseum.
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