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Blue Spring Lake Segment (Atlas Map 79f)

SNAPSHOT

7.1 miles: Young Rd. to CTH-Z

3 2  Th is up-and-down segment features panoramic views fr om the top of 
Bald Bluff  and the Stone Elephant, a massive granite erratic. 

TRAIL ACCESS AND PARKING 

Young Rd.: From the intersection of STH-59 and CTH-H in Palmyra take CTH-H southwest 3.0 mi. At 

Young Rd. turn left and go east 0.1 mi. Roadside parking.   

CTH-Z: From the intersection of STH-59 and STH-67 in Eagle, take STH-59 west 3.7 mi. At CTH-Z turn 

left and go south 0.6 mi. No parking. Use nearby Emma Carlin Trails parking area on CTH-Z south of 

the Ice Age Trail access. A short blue-blazed spur trail leads to the Ice Age Trail.

Additional Parking: (i) Bald Bluff Scenic Overlook parking area. From the intersection of STH-59 

and CTH-H in Palmyra, take CTH-H southwest 2.8 mi. Parking area on east side of road. The trail to 

Bald Bluff serves as a spur to the Ice Age Trail. (ii) Tamarack Rd. Trail access; roadside parking. (iii) 

Horserider’s Camp parking area on Little Prairie Rd.

THE HIKE

 I
From the trail access point on Young Road the segment heads north and 
quickly intersects (0.3 miles) with a spur trail that leads west to the CTH-H 
Bald Bluff  parking area. From this intersection the segment makes its way up 

Bald Bluff  on a series of switchbacks. Bald Bluff  is the largest and most diverse of 
the area’s dry native prairie openings, which are oft en found on gravel knobs and 
steep south-and west-facing ridges. Here grow prairie fl owers and grasses such 
as litt le bluestem, sideoats grama, prairie dropseed, silky aster, pasquefl ower, 
grooved yellow fl ax and rough blazing star. Trailside benches encourage hikers 
to soak in the panoramic view. Bald Bluff  is one of the highest points in Jeff erson 
County at 1,050 feet above sea level and 200 feet above the surrounding area. 
Native Americans used the prominence as a lookout and for ceremonial dancing. 
Twice in July 1832, General Henry Atkinson camped with troops to the north-
west of the bluff  as he pursued the Sauk Chief Black Hawk in the Black Hawk 
War. A brochure for the self-guided nature trail is available at the KMSF’s South-
ern Unit headquarters or at the Bald Bluff  trailhead on CTH-H.

Th e segment descends down Bald Bluff  and aft er a mile comes to a small clear-
ing. Past the clearing the segment intersects with a short spur trail that leads 
downhill to the massive granite erratic known as the Stone Elephant (JW1). Prai-
rie Potawatomi Native Americans visited the rock frequently and probably con-
sidered it a sacred area. Early sett lers named the rock the Stone Elephant because 
of its color, size and general elephant-like shape. In the 1920s it was a popular day 

 
At Horserider’s Camp on Little Prairie 
Rd. and Emma Carlin Trails parking 
area.

  

From small ponds and springs near 
the segment.

  

Bald Bluff trails, Stone Elephant spur 
trail and Emma Carlin bike/hike trail 
system.
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outing, in which tourists traveled to the site by horse-drawn surrey.
Almost all of the portion of this segment between Young Road and Tamarack 

Road traverses the Kett le Moraine Oak Opening State Natural Area. Th is area 
is a mixture of oak openings and oak woodland dominated by open-grown bur 
and black oaks. Th e Trail also passes a few native dry prairie remnants along the 
way. Th e fi rst is located 0.2 miles past the Stone Elephant spur intersection and 
is located in a fi eld on the north side of the Trail. Th e showy rough blazing star, a 
dry prairie species, is found here; the best time to see this plant is late August. Th e 
second remnant is found about 0.3 miles east of the fi rst remnant (or about 0.5 
miles southwest of Tamarack Road) on a south-facing slope. Here are found fl ora 
such as silky aster, leadplant, goldenrod, purple prairie clover, fl owering spurge, 
sunfl owers, arrow-leaf aster and a number of prairie grasses. A trailside bench 
provides a rest stop with a view.

Th e segment leaves the State Natural Area, crosses Tamarack Road and then 
Litt le Prairie Road before climbing to the top of a steep, narrow ridge, where a 
clearing with a bench off ers views to the northwest. From this bench, Horse-
rider’s Camp is 0.2 miles farther on.

Th e segment crosses through the Horserider’s Camp and 0.2 miles east of the 
camp passes a small trailside pond. Th e segment continues east past a few more 
small ponds and small springs and eventually comes to an opening with a trail-
side map and a view of a barn across Carlin Trail (a road). From here hikers will 
travel up and down some hills and be rewarded with nice views down into the 

0 1

miles

½

Blackhawk 
Segment 

Stony Ridge Segment   
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forest on both sides of the segment. In early spring hikers should watch for fields 
of mayapples in this area.

In the final mile a careful observer may notice a rock seat embedded in a tree 
and discover an old foundation with day lilies. Just south of the segment’s end 
point on CTH-Z a short spur trail leads to the Emma Carlin Trails parking area.

Mobile Skills Crew project site, 2003 

AREA SERVICES 

Palmyra: Restaurant, grocery store, convenience store, library, medical care. From the Little Prairie Rd. 

Trail access go 1.0 mi northwest on Little Prairie Rd. The library has limited hours. 

Eagle: See Eagle Segment, p. 272. From the CTH-Z Trail access go north then east ~4 mi. Also see 

Trail Access and Parking directions, above. 

I came to feel as though the Trail was my home. I walked along 

it by day and slept along it by night. I met people whose homes 

are established along it as well as animals living and dying there. 

Shelter could mean an empty culvert or an established campsite, a 

house or a hotel. I loved being with those who sheltered me for the 

night or hiked with me for a day or days. I left my warm and dry, 

comfortable “normal” home for a wider concept of home as being 

the state of Wisconsin. I fell in love with my state!
CHRIS MILLER (AKA “DANCING DOVE”), ICE AGE TRAIL THOUSAND-MILER



Must-Ha ve  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il Bo o ks! 
 

  
 

The  Ic e  Age  Trail Guidebook 2014 fe a ture s mo re  tha n 100 de ta ile d  se g me nt-b y-se g me nt de sc riptio ns a nd 

ma ps to  he lp  yo u c o nne c t with the  tho usa nd-mile  Ic e  Ag e  Na tio na l Sc e nic  Tra il. Writte n fo r tho se  se e king  a  
wide  ra ng e  o f a dve nture s o n the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il, the  so ftc o ve r Guide b o o k inc lude s the se  ite ms a nd mo re : 
 

- A de ta ile d  writte n de sc riptio n o f e a c h se g me nt a lo ng  the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il’ s tho usa nd-mile  ro ute . 
- A he lp ful ma p e xc e rpt fo r e a c h se g me nt fro m the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il Allia nc e ’ s po pula r Ic e  Ag e  Tra il Atla s. 
- Ra ting s fo r e a c h se g me nt o n a  va rie ty o f c rite ria  to  he lp  hike rs find  the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il e xc ursio n tha t’ s rig ht 

fo r the m. 
 
The  Ic e  Age Trail Atlas 2014 is a  se t o f 105 c o lo r, sha de d  re lie f–style  ma ps a t 1:48,000 sc a le . In c o ntra st to  the  

sma lle r ma p e xc e rpts in the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il Guide b o o k 2014, e a c h ma p in this pa c ka g e  is printe d  o n a n 8.5”  x 11”  
she e t a nd  inc lude s no t just the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il ro ute  b ut a lso  a  wide r sna psho t o f the  a re a  a ro und the  Tra il. 
 

Bo th b o o ks we re  writte n a nd  pub lishe d  b y the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il Allia nc e . All pro c e e ds fo r e a c h b o o k he lp  b uild  a nd  
ma inta in the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il. Ple a se  c a ll the  IATA a t (800) 227-0046 with a ny q ue stio ns. 
 

To orde r, visit www.ic e age trail.org or c omple te  the  orde r form be low. 

 

Na me :  

Addre ss:  

City/ Sta te / Zip :  

Pho ne :  Ema il:  

 

Ite m Qua ntity Pric e   

Guide b o o k  x $24 (me mb e rs) o r $30 (no nme mb e rs) =  

Atla s  x $18 (M) o r $22.50 (NM) =  

Shipping  $6 fo r o ne  b o o k, $1.50 e xtra  fo r e a c h a dditio na l b o o k =  

Sa le s Ta x  5.5% fo r o rde rs shippe d  to  a  Wisc o nsin a ddre ss =   

  TOTAL =  

 

 I ha ve  e nc lo se d  a  c he c k o r mo ne y o rde r pa ya b le  to  the  Ic e  Ag e  Tra il Allia nc e  

 Ple a se  c ha rg e  my Visa  o r Ma ste rCa rd  

Ca rd  numb e r:   Ple a se  se nd  this fo rm to : 

Expira tio n da te :   Ic e  Ag e  Tra il Allia nc e  

Amo unt:   2110 Ma in Stre e t 

Sig na ture :   Cro ss Pla ins, WI 53528 
 


