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US Senator Chambliss meets with  

Carroll leadership 

US Senator Saxby Chambliss visited Carroll County on  October 19th with a stop at The Burson Center to meet 
with local leadership.  The Senator provided an overview of the current federal budget issues, the nation’s business  
climate and the need to create jobs and preserve the Bush-era tax cuts for businesses. 



 

 

CARROLL COUNTY CHAMBER 

2010 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
 

Chairman—Dr. Faye McIntyre 

Richards College of Business—UWG 
Chairman-Elect—Robie York 

Prater & York LLC 
Vice-Chairman—Leonard Woolsey 

Times-Georgian 
Treasurer—Gary Leftwich 

Southwire 
Past Chairman—Joe Stone 

Systems and Methods Inc.    

 
Terry Birdsong Decostar Industries 
Sue Bloodworth City of Mt. Zion  
Amy Brown  State Farm Insurance 
Ben Butler  Tanner Health System 
George Chambers Carroll Co. Farm Bureau 
Mark Camp  Advantage Office Solutions 
Casey Coleman City of Carrollton 
Kent Edwards  Carrollton City Schools 
Rick Ford  City of Temple  
Mark Foster  Walker Cadillac 
Lucy Gamble  City of Whitesburg  
Byron Hunt  Sand-Stone, Inc. 
Chip Jakins  Carroll EMC 
Anita Jones  West GA Technical College 
Terry Langley  Carroll County Sheriff Office 

Rocky Lipham  Community & Southern Bank 

Heidi McGuire The Town Planner 
Jimmy Meigs  City of Bowdon  
Alicia Michael  Carrollton Collision Center 
Steve Minor  Tisinger Vance PC 
Ann Newman  Bank of North Georgia 
Jason Newman Die Tech 
Derick Newton Edward Jones Investments 
Trent North  Carroll County Commission 
G. W. Rogers  West GA Technical College 
Tim Warren  United Community Bank 
Mike Washington The UPS Store 
Larry Wood  City of Villa Rica 
Kathy Yates  Georgia Power 

   

2010 Board of Directors 
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Carroll Chamber News 
Next Ad Deadline 

November 19th !! 

 
Promote  your business with a  full color  

promotion in the Chamber News:  
Business card 2x3” - $20.00 

1/4 page 4x5” - $30.00  
1/2 page 5x8” - $40.00 

Full-page portrait 8x10” - $50.00 
 

Submit your camera-ready ads 

(300 dpi+) electronically to  
communications@carroll-ga.org 
For more information, please call  

(678)890-2332. 
 

 

 
 

 
The Carroll Chamber of Commerce Chamber News is  

distributed online on the first business day of each month to 
over 700 Chamber members and community leaders. 

 

CARROLL COUNTY  

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
200 Northside Drive, Carrollton, Georgia  30117 

Phone: 770-832-2446      Fax: (770) 832-1300 

carrollchamber@carroll-ga.org 
www.carroll-ga.org 

 

 

 

 

The Carroll County  

Chamber of Commerce— 

fostering a dynamic business  

and community environment . 



 

Daniel Jackson ♦ President/CEO       daniel@carroll-ga.org 

Donna Armstrong Lackey ♦ Vice President, Business Development/Comm. Relations donna@carroll-ga.org 

Suzy Montalto ♦ Director, Accounting & Administrative Services    suzy@carroll-ga.org 

Suzy McCorkel ♦ Director, Programs & Events      suzymc@carroll-ga.org 

Josh  Rhine ♦ Manager, Economic Development      josh@carroll-ga.org 

Joan Finch ♦ Administrative Assistant/Drugs Don’t Work Coordinator   joan@carroll-ga.org 

Kathy Walker Rupp ♦ Administrative Assistant, The Burson Center   burson@carroll-ga.org 

Cara Welch ♦ Membership Sales Associate      membership@carroll-ga.org 
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Staff Directory 

Without question, the economic climate for the last 
two years has been difficult. While we all know that 
we experience cycles in the economy, the length and 
scope of this down cycle has been a challenge for all.  
And while our focus is the business community; 
church, civic, government, social, community, ath-
letic, education, cultural,  recreational and more, all 
experience the affects of the economy because in the 
end, the health of an economy effects all other activity 
in a community, region, state or country. 
 
Our attitude is and always has been that we must focus 
on the positives, respond to the challenges, and move 
full speed ahead in our endeavors.  Our staff is respon-
sible for operations of the Carroll County Chamber of 
Commerce, Carroll Tomorrow, and the Burson Center.  
We like many others have experienced budget reduc-
tions and staff reductions and face the challenge of 
doing more with less. That said, we have actually had 
a very active and encouraging year. 
 

Membership is up! New member numbers are higher 
than last year and our total membership is greater than 
last year. Participation and attendance at events and 
programs has been strong all year.  This has actually 
been one of the best years ever for seminars, lunch and 
learns, and traditional chamber activities. 
 
The “Drugs Don’t Work” program has been around 
for years but is generating a lot of new interest and 
participation this year.  The “Shop Carroll First” pro-
gram has really been well received and the gift check 
program has soared from less than 40 participants to 
over 120 in the last two years. 

All of the committees 
have experienced a 
good year with many 
helpful and informa-
tive seminars and pro-
grams. Please look at 
the chamber calendar 
because several more 
opportunities are still 
to come. 
 
In light of all the state and national attention con-
cerning legislation impacting our businesses and 
economy, the Chamber Board working through the 
Legislative Affairs committee has decided to be 
even more active in regards to advocacy and legisla-
tive activity.  Look for the chamber to provide more 
legislative information including a new legislative 
webpage.  
 
Speaking of new webpages, the chamber has a 
“going green” webpage. Our goal is to set a good 
example with best practices and encourage our busi-
ness community to focus on being good stewards of 
our resources and incorporating good conservation 
practices. 
 
See information in this issue of Chamber News on 
our new Young Professionals Network under the 
guidance of our Leadership Committee. 
 
We continue to ‘stay the course’ in 2010 while we 
look forward to taking it to the next level with 2011! 

From the President’s Desk 



Gold 

Advantage Office Solutions 
Carroll County Sheriff’s Office 
Decostar Industries, Inc. 
University of West Georgia 
West Georgia Technical College 
 

Silver 

Ag-South Mortgages 
Michael L. Stone 
FOGO Data Networks 
Dan P. McBrayer, CLU 
River City Bank 
 

Bronze 

American Sign Depot, Inc. 
Edward Jones Investments—Fred O'Neal 
Fairfield Plantation Property Owners Assoc. 
First Baptist Church, Carrollton 
Garrett, Stephens, Thomas & Fazio & Co. PC 
Hannah Electric Co., Inc. 
Janus International 
Charter Bank 
Prater & York LLC 
Tisinger Vance P.C. 

Platinum 

Thank you  

2010 Forward Carroll Sponsors 
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Chamber Spirit Visit 

Merle Norman - Villa Rica, 104 South Carroll 
Road,  Suite B, Villa Rica, receives a surprise 
Spirit Visit from Chamber Ambassadors.  

 

Bowdon joins DDW 

The City of Bowdon recently became the second 
local government in Carroll County to adopt the GA 
Chamber’s Drugs Don’t Work (DDW) policy as a 
Drug-free Workplace.  Pictured l-r with their certifi-
cate are Kelly Hall, Stacy Folds and Jimmy Meigs. 
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Carroll named a ‘Camera Ready Community’ 

Carroll County has been designated one of 16 
“Camera Ready” counties in Georgia. The commu-
nity was recognized by the Georgia Film, Music & 
Digital Entertainment Office at one of Georgia’s 
newest production facilities, EUE/Screen Gems 
Studio in Atlanta.  
 
Jonathan Dorsey, executive director of the Carroll-
ton Area Convention and Visitors Bureau, at-
tended the ceremony on behalf the community, 
said the designation lets filmmakers know that 
Carroll County is a good location for production, 
has good physical resources, trained workers and 
has been in the industry in the past. 
 
Most recently “The Way Home,” released on DVD 
in October and starring Dean Cain, was shot in 
Carroll County and featured a real-life story set in 
the county. Carroll County is home to Red Five 
Entertainment, producer of “The Way Home” and 
“Conjurer,” another locally shot film released in 
2008.  Red Five located to Carrollton and main-
tained production facilities at The Burson Center 
during the shooting of the supernatural thriller.  
“Carroll Tomorrow and The Burson Center con-
tinue to offer our facilities and support to the inde-
pendent filmmakers who are seeking a welcoming 
community with great access to the airport and At-
lanta markets,” stated Donna Lackey, Vice Presi-
dent of Business Development for Carroll Tomor-
row.  In addition to Red Five, The Burson Center 
has hosted other independent film companies, in-
cluding StoneCarter Media, Scratched Lens Pro-
ductions and Mix International Media. 
 
Carroll County is featured on the State Of Georgia 
website, www.georgia.org/cameraready so film 
producers and location scouts have access to infor-
mation and contacts to begin production.  The 
“Camera Ready” designation affords tremendous 
economic opportunity in the growing video and 
film production market. 
 
The Georgia Department of Economic Develop-
ment reports the Film, Music and Digital Enter-
tainment division had a banner year with the state 
ranking in the nation’s top five for film produc-

tion. The Georgia Entertainment Industry Invest-
ment Act offers an across-the-board flat tax credit 
of 20 percent based on a minimum investment of 
$500,000 on qualified productions or projects in 
Georgia. An additional 10 percent Georgia Enter-
tainment Promotion uplift can be earned by includ-
ing an imbedded animated Georgia logo on ap-
proved projects.  
 
There were 330 productions in Georgia for fiscal 
year 2010, which included features, independent 
movies, TV/episodic films, commercials, music 
videos and video game development. Combined 
production budgets increased from $647.6 million 
in fiscal year 2009 to $744.3 million in fiscal year 
2010.  
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The University of West Georgia’s Richards Col-

lege of Business is an outstanding business school, 
according to The Princeton Review. The education 
services company features the school in the new 
2011 edition of its book, "The Best 300 Business 
Schools." 
 
“I am delighted to hear that the Richards College of 
Business has again been recognized as being among 
the Princeton Review’s 300 Best Business Schools,” 
said UWG President Beheruz N. Sethna. “This rec-
ognition is well deserved given the exceptional fac-
ulty, students, staff, programs and leadership in the 
college.” 
 
"The Best 300 Business Schools: 2011 Edition" has 
two-page profiles of the schools with write-ups on 
their academics, student life, and admissions, plus 
ratings for their academics, selectivity, and career 
placement services. In the profile on the Richards 
College, the Princeton Review editors describe the 
school as having students who: "are a friendly and 
close-knit bunch." They quote from students attend-
ing RCOB who say “I have a group of about 10+ 
friends throughout my business classes, and we all 
help each other out with difficult questions and 
strive to help everyone achieve.” 

Making Chamber News 

    … featuring our members 
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The University of West Georgia will host the 3rd 
Annual Nellie Duke Symposium featuring a tribute to 
Women who are serving or have served in the mili-
tary.  The symposium will include specialized topical 
seminars:  Women Health Issues; Sexual Violence & 
Misconduct in School and the Workplace;  How to be 
Alerted to Drug use in Children or Employees;  Deal-
ing with Illness; Opportunities for Community Ser-
vice; New trends in Technology; Aging and trends for 
transitions in hair style and care. 
 
The event will be held in the UWG Food Service 
Building (Z-6) on  November 11 from 10:30 a.m.—
4:30 p.m.   The cost is $29 (includes lunch). 
 
A special banquet in collaboration with the Georgia 
Commission on Women and the Georgia Women’s 
Alliance will be held that evening from 6:00—8:00 
p.m.  The costs will be $29 for the banquet meal. 
 
Call 678-839-6611 to register or for more information, 
or visit www.uwgce.com. 

Richards College of Business 
named by The Princeton Review 

UWG to host Nellie Duke 
Symposium on Women Issues 

Banning Mill featured in AJC 

Congratulations to The Lodges of Historic Ban-

ning Mill for continued recognition as a fun destina-
tion in Georgia!  Banning was featured on the front 
page of the GoGuide section of The Atlanta- Journal 
–Constitution for Friday, October 22, 2010.  Touted 
as the “closest experience to flying’ with more than 
30 zip lines and 40 suspended bridges, visitors to 
Carroll County can ‘fly’ up to 5 miles on different 
tours.  

 

CHAMBER PERKS 
 

Are you making use of the Chamber  
Community Calendar?   

Not only is it a good source for planning your 
weekend but it also is a great  

resource for planning your events, so that 
your event is not in conflict with  

another event.  Annual events stay on the 
calendar with the new date replaced as soon 

as it is available. 
 

Check it out at www.carroll-ga.org, 
and click on “Community Calendar”.  
Please email your public events to 

joan@carroll-ga.org. 



 

Up
co
mi

ng
  

Ev
en

ts 

 

November 1 

Chamber Board Retreat 
 
November 3—8:30am 
Ambassador Committee 
Chamber 
 
November 4—8:30am 

Workforce Education Comm. 
Chamber 
 
November 4—5:00-7:00pm 

Young Professionals  
Networking 
The Lazy Donkey 
 
November 11—5:00-7:00pm 

Networking After Hours 
Oak Mountain Academy 
 

 

November 16—7:00pm 

Farm City Harvest Dinner 
Ag-Ed Center 
 

November 17—11:30am-

1:00pm 

Business Success Luncheon 
Managing a Drug-free  

Workplace 

Burson Center 
 
November 18-19 

Carroll/Haralson HR Academy 
Burson Center 
 
November 19 

Farm City Tour 
 
November 25-26 

Chamber Offices Closed 
 
December 9—7:30am 

Membership Breakfast 
UWG Z-6 
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The Carroll County Chamber of Commerce’s Gift 
Check Program has proven to be a highly successful 
way for you to market your business.   Turning new 
customers into existing customers is an important 
part of helping your business thrive and participating 
with the Chamber Gift Check program and/or offer-
ing coupons through this same program can help 
bring in those new customers and help convert them 
into long –term customers.   
 
With the holiday season fast approaching, we want 
to again give all Chamber members the opportunity 
to participate.  There is no cost to add your name to 
be a participating merchant and over 100 of your 
fellow Chamber members are already on the list.  
Simply contact the Chamber today for the necessary 
paperwork.   
 
Participating merchants also have the opportunity to 
offer special bonuses or discounts if a customer de-
cides to spend their gift checks with them for a 
nominal fee. 

Chamber Gift Checks available for the holidays 

A Reminder to our Participating Merchants: 

 

The holidays are the time of year when we sell the 

most Chamber gift checks.   Please make certain 

that all employees who handle money are well  

informed of the program and do not turn away cus-

tomers who bring in Chamber gift checks.   

 

When a gift check is presented to your business, 

you should honor it as cash, complete the deposit 

information/stamp on the back side and deposit as 

usual.  If a customer spends less than the gift check 

value, you can offer cash back, store credit, or is-

sue a store gift certificate for the balance.  It is en-

tirely up to you. 
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Ribbon Cuttings 

FOGO Data Center hosted their grand opening at 
340 Tom Reeve Dr., Carrollton, with a reception and 
a series of week-long hardhat tours.  

Ashbrook Village welcomed Ambassadors from 
Carroll and Douglas County Chambers to their 
newly remodeled facility at 75 Herrell Road, Villa 
Rica. 

Mandeville Mill Lofts celebrated their grand open-
ing at 361 Lovvorn Rd., Carrollton. 

Allen Bell Architects enjoyed a ribbon cutting 
with Ambassadors at their new office at 128 Lov-
vorn Rd., Carrollton. 
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Hands on Carroll makes a difference 

WBA names Dost 2010 Professional Woman 

Jacqueline Dost, the 2010 Professional Woman of the Year, is 
joined by this year’s nominees.  Pictured left to right, Michelle 
Lewis with UGA Extension Service; Christy Loper of United 
Community Bank; Jill Duncan of Jill Duncan State Farm; Dost; 

and, Kelley Park with Southwire. 

The Women’s Business Alliance hosted “Inner Body 
and Soul” featuring presentations by Dr. Brenda 
Fitzgerald and Dr. Fred Richards on October 7th.  
The event also included exhibits by Indulge Salon & 
Day Spa, Harvest Your Dreams Travel and Ad-
vanced Massage Therapies. 
 
The WBA also presented the 2010 Professional 
Woman of the Year award to Jacqueline Dost, exec-
tive director of Keep Carroll Beautiful and active 
community volunteer.  Dost is a strong Chamber 
Ambassador having won Ambassador of the Year in 
2007, and has been a strong advocate for chamber 
membership.  She is also very involved on the cham-
ber’s Environmental Projects Committee and works 
closely with the organization’s “green” initiatives. 
Dost currently serves as President of the Carrollton 
City Schools Academic Booster Club and is very 
involved in Carrollton High School programs. 
 

Congratulations to all the volunteers of this year’s Hands on Carroll County event.  The 
project, led by Chamber Treasurer and Southwire Communications Director, Gary  
Leftwich, and partnering with Keep Carroll Beautiful, worked hard to make improve-
ments at the Boys & Girls Club, Carrollton City Entrance, Hays Mill Park, Carroll 
County Animal Shelter and a Habitat for Humanity site. 



When it comes to U.S. job growth, startup compa-
nies aren’t everything. They’re the only thing. It’s 
well understood that existing companies of all sizes 
constantly create – and destroy – jobs. Conventional 
wisdom, then, might suppose that annual net job 
gain is positive at these companies. A study released 
today by the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, 
however, shows that this rarely is the case. In fact, 
net job growth occurs in the U.S. economy only 
through startup firms. 
 
The new study, The Importance of Startups in Job 

Creation and Job Destruction, bases its findings on 
the Business Dynamics Statistics, a U.S. government 
dataset compiled by the U.S. Census Bureau. The 
BDS series tracks the annual number of new busi-
nesses (startups and new locations) from 1977 to 
2005, and defines startups as firms younger than one 
year old. 
 
The study reveals that, both on average and for all 
but seven years between 1977 and 2005, existing 
firms are net job destroyers, losing 1 million jobs net 
combined per year. By contrast, in their first year, 
new firms add an average of 3 million jobs. 
Further, the study shows, job growth patterns at both 
startups and existing firms are pro-cyclical, although 
existing firms have much more cyclical variance. 
Most notably, during recessionary years, job crea-
tion at startups remains stable, while net job losses at 
existing firms are highly sensitive to the business 
cycle. 
 
“These findings imply that America should be think-
ing differently about the standard employment pol-
icy paradigm,” said Robert E. Litan, vice president 
of Research and Policy at the Kauffman Foundation. 
“Policymakers tend to focus on changes in the na-
tional or state unemployment rate, or on layoffs by 
existing companies. But the data from this report 
suggest that growth would be best boosted by sup-
porting startup firms.” 
 
Because startups that develop organically are almost 
solely the drivers of job growth, job-creation poli-
cies aimed at luring larger, established employers 
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www.keepcarrollbeautiful.org 
 

 

will inevitably fail, said the study’s author, Tim 
Kane, Kauffman Foundation senior fellow in Re-
search and Policy. Such city and state policies are 
doomed not only because they are zero-sum, but be-
cause they are based in unrealistic employment 
growth models. 
 
And it’s not just net job creation that startups domi-
nate. While older firms lose more jobs than they cre-
ate, those gross flows decline as firms age. On aver-
age, one-year-old firms create nearly one million 
jobs, while ten-year-old firms generate 300,000. The 
notion that firms bulk up as they age is, in the aggre-
gate, not supported by data.  

Job Growth in U.S. Driven Entirely by Startups—
Kauffman Foundation 

 

Volunteer TODAY! 

678-890-2361 
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Welcome New Members! 
Anchovi’s 

Michelle Keller 
819 Bankhead Highway 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 830-1103 
Email:  anchovies-pizza@yahoo.com 
Category:  Restaurants 

 
Best Western Inn & Suites 

Vincent Patel 
1111 Bankhead Avenue 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 830-1000 
Email:  vpatel56@gmail.com 
Category:  Hotel, motel, lodge and re-

sort 

 
Bruce Solutions Inc 

James Bruce 
108 Mallard Lane 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 262-1731 
Email:  brucesolutionsinc@gmail.com 
Website:  www.brucesolutionsinc.com 
Category:  Concrete Sales and Service 

Community Action for Improvement 

Jerome Anderson 
1380 LaFayette Parkway 
LaGrange, Georgia 30241 
Phone:  (706) 884-2651 
Fax:  (504) 884-2654 
Email:  janderson@cafi-ga.org 
Website:  www.cafi-ga.org 
Category:  Non-profit 

Mandeville Mill Lofts 

Bob Dean 
361 Lovvorn Road 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 838-7545 
Email:  bob@dean-realty.com 
Category:  Apartments 

Millwork Sales & Surplus 

Darcy Richardson 
3825 Highway 9 
Heflin, Alabama 
Phone:  (256) 463-7853 
Email:  fcddcl@msn.com 
Category:  Glass windows and doors 

Sportsplex Health and Athletic 

Club 

Bo Barker 
106 Somerset Place 
Carrollton, Georgia 30117 
Phone:  (770) 832-1491 
Email:  bo@sportsplexhealth.com 
Category:  Health & Fitness Center  



 

Thank You to our Renewing Members! 
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Batey & Sanders, Inc. 

Carroll County CASA, Inc. 
Haney Development, LLC 

Healthy Horizons 
LongHorn Steakhouse 

Martin’s Restaurant 
Merle Norman- Villa Rica 
Royal Metal Products, Inc. 

TCR Towing & Recovery, LLC 
Tisinger, Sr., Richard 

West Georgia Mobile Hydraulic, Inc. 
West Georgia Personnel Association 

Literacy is for Today and Tomorrow  

In support of a  

brighter future for the 

residents of  

Carroll County! 

Volunteer with LIFT Today 
Call Laura Miller    (678)890-2357 

lift@carroll-ga.org 

   
An abused or neglected 

child needs your strength.   
Become a  

Court Appointed  
Special Advocate! 

P.O. Box 310 

Carrollton, GA 30112        

 770-838-1964   

www.carrollcasa.com 
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Consider what a stronger commitment to the  

Carroll County Chamber of Commerce could mean for your business! 
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