
Ph o t o  b y  L yn n  R . M i t ch el l

A
s t h e C i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a B each

cel eb r at ed  i t s J u b i l ee 50 t h

an n i v er sar y  i n  2 0 13 , w e l o o k ed

b ack  on  ou r  r el at i v el y  sh o r t  h i st o r y

si n ce m er ger  w i t h  P r i n cess A n n e Cou n t y

w i t h  gr eat  p r i d e i n  ou r  gr ow t h  an d

accom p l i sh m en t s as a m u n i ci p al i t y , an d

op t im i st i ca l l y  ah ead  w i t h  gr eat

an t i c i p at i o n  f o r  t h e si gn i f i can t  p o t en t i a l

t o  b e r eal i zed  as a r esu l t  o f  v i si o n i n g

an d  p l an n i n g f o r  a su st a i n ab l e an d

v i b r an t  f u t u r e f o r  y ear s t o  com e. A l so  i n

2 0 13 , w e com p l et ed  p er h ap s ou r  m ost

si gn i f i can t  ser i es o f  con t i n u ou s p l an n i n g

i n i t i a t i v es i n  ou r  C i t y ’s h i st o r y  w i t h  t h e

cu lm i n at i o n  an d  ad op t i o n  o f  8  m ast er

p l an s f o r  o u r  St r at eg i c G r ow t h  A r eas

(SGA s) . N ow  w e ar e r eal i zi n g t h e r eal

r et u r n  on  i n vestm en t  p u t  i n t o  su ch

p l an n i n g f o r  o u r  f u t u r e, f r om  b o t h

econ om i c an d  l i f est y l e gai n , t o  t r u l y  b e

as ou r  c i t y  m o t t o  st at es, “ A  Com m u n i t y

f o r  a L i f et im e.”

P l an n i n g i s v i ew ed  i n  V i r g i n i a B each

as an  essen t i a l  c i v i c p r o cess f o r  b u i l d i n g

a b eau t i f u l  an d  en r i ch i n g ci t y . I n  ou r

2 0 0 3  an d  2 0 0 9  Com p r eh en si v e P l an s,

V i r g i n i a B each  i d en t i f i ed  SGA s t h at  ar e

u n d er u t i l i zed  ar eas at t r act i v e f o r

r ed evel opm en t  at  h i gh er  d en si t i es —

p o t en t i a l  n ew  “ u r b an  ar eas,”

r ep r esen t i n g on l y  2%  o f  t h e C i t y ’s t o t a l

l an d  ar ea. T h i s d eci si o n  b y  ou r  c i t y

l ead er s cam e sever al  y ear s b ef o r e t h e

2 0 0 7 st at e-m an d at ed  d esi gn at i o n  o f

U r b an  D evel opm en t  A r eas i n

Com p r eh en si v e P l an s, w h i ch

su b seq u en t l y  b ecam e vo l u n t ar y  i n  2 0 12 .

M ast er  p l an n i n g t h e SGA s an d

im p l em en t i n g t h ese p l an s b ecam e t h e
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Pl an n i n g I s E con om i c F l yp ap er

T oo  o f t en  p l an n i n g i s seen  as h i n d er i n g

“ p r ogr ess”  an d  econ om i c d evel opm en t .

H ow ever , t h e r eal i t y  i s t h at  good  p l an n i n g

l ead s t o  st r o n g econ om i es. G ood  p l an n i n g

cel eb r at es ch an ge an d  i n n ovat i o n  an d  a l l ow s i t

t o occu r  in  a suppor t ive en vi r onm en t . F r am ew or k s

est ab l i sh ed  t h r ou gh  t h e p l an n i n g p r o cess n o t

on l y  gu i d e d evel opm en t , b u t  a l so  p r o v i d e t h e

b asi s i n  cer t a i n t y  t h at  w i l l  a l l ow  f o r  t h e

i n vestm en t  o f  cap i t a l  i n  t r an sf o r m at i v e w ays.

P l an n i n g a l l ow s t h o se i n vestm en t s t o  “ st i ck ”  

i n  p l ace w h er e t h e m u l t i p l i er  t ak es o ver ,

cr eat i n g v al u e sever al  t i m es t h e am ou n t  o f  

t h e i n i t i a l  i n v estm en t .

O n e p l an n i n g t h eo r y  I  r ecen t l y  h ear d

esp ou sed  i n  sever al  d i f f er en t  w ays i s t h at

p l an n er s an d  econ om i c d evel op er s sh ou l d

j o i n t l y  con cen t r at e on  l o cat i o n s t h at  ar e t h e

seam s b et w een  “ h ave”  an d  “ h ave- n o t ”  ar eas.

T h e i n cr em en t al  econ om i c ex p an si on  o f

r el at i v el y  af f l u en t  ar eas w i l l  h ave m o r e l ast i n g

im p act  an d  avo i d  m u ch  o f  t h e n egat i v e

p r ob l em s o f  a l eap f r og ap p r oach . P l u s, t h i s

m et h od  f o l l ow s t h e n at u r a l  evo l u t i o n  o f

com m u n i t i es o ver  t h e m i l l en n i a. I t  b eg i n s w i t h

a con cep t  an d  a p l an  t h at  set s t h e ex p ect at i o n s

i n  a cl ear  m an n er , b u t  o n l y  w o r k s i f

p o l i cym ak er s an d  el ect ed  o f f i c i a l s h ave t h e

cou r age o f  t h ei r  con v i ct i o n s an d  st i ck  t o  t h e

p l an . T h u s p l an n i n g n eed s t o  d r i v e econ om i c

d evel opm en t  t o  t u r n  t h e “ B ou l evar d  o f  B r o k en

D r eam s”  i n t o  t h e “ A ven u e o f  O p p o r t u n i t y ”  f o r

t h e w h o l e com m u n i t y .

A s I  w r i t e t h i s, t h e Gen er al  A ssem b l y  h as

gon e i n t o  o ver t i m e o ver  t h e b u d get  f o r  t h e 3 r d

t im e i n  t h e p ast  9  year s. T h i s l eg i sl at i v e

ver si o n  o f  M ar ch  M ad n ess ad d s u n cer t a i n t y  t o

t h e b u d get s o f  l o cal i t i es t h r ou gh ou t  t h e

Com m on w eal t h  an d  l eaves t h e ci t i zen s

w on d er i n g w h y  ou r  go ver n m en t  can n o t  seem

t o  accom p l i sh  t h e m ost  b asi c o f  i t s

con st i t u t i o n al  r esp on si b i l i t i es. T h i s t i m e i t  i s

o ver  t h e ex p an si on  o f  M ed i cai d  w h i ch  som e

cl a im  w i l l  b e n o t h i n g b u t  su n sh i n e an d  r o ses

an d  o t h er s b el i ev e i t  i s a sh o r t - t er m  b ad  i d ea

w i t h  l o n g- t er m  cat ast r op h i c con seq u en ces f o r

t h e ci t i zen s o f  V i r g i n i a. T h e t r u t h  l i k el y  l i es

som ew h er e b et w een , b u t  i n cr easi n g l y  i t  seem s

t h at  t h e i n ab i l i t y  t o  h ave calm  an d  r at i o n al

d i scu ssi on s ab ou t  t h e b i g  i ssu es h as d r i f t ed

sou t h  o f  t h e Po t om ac t o  R i ch m on d . 

I n asm u ch  as u si n g calm  an d  r at i o n al

ap p r oach es t o  p r ob l em - so l v i n g i s p ar t  o f  w h at

t h e p l an n i n g p r o cess i s ab ou t  an d  w h at  w e

p l an n er s d o , i t  i s n o t  a good  t h i n g t o  h ave ou r

l aw m ak er s i n  R i ch m on d  p ar al y zed  b y  an

u n w i l l i n gn ess t o  con si d er  t h at  a f a i r

com p r om i se m i gh t  b e t h e op t im al  o u t com e.

A n d  get t i n g b ack  t o  t h e t h em e t h at  p l an n i n g

d r i v es econ om i c d evel opm en t , i t  i s eq u al l y

l i k el y  t h at  t h e i n ab i l i t y  t o  m ak e im p o r t an t

d eci si o n s calm l y  an d  r at i o n al l y  can  d r i v e

econ om i c d evel opm en t  aw ay . T h u s I  b el i ev e

t h at  i t  i s m o r e cr u ci a l  n ow  t h an  ever  b ef o r e f o r

t h e p l an n i n g p r o f essi on  t o  en su r e t h at  t h e

b r oad est  l ev el  o f  p ar t i c i p at i o n  an d  r an ge o f

op i n i o n  i s gat h er ed  an d  syn t h esi zed  i n t o  p l an s

as a w ay  o f  d em on st r at i n g t h at  good  p l an n i n g

ar i ses f r om  an  i n cl u si v e p l an n i n g p r o cess an d

d r i v es p osi t i v e com m u n i t y  ou t com es. I  am

d ai l y  r em i n d ed  o f  f o r m er  A PA  Pr esi d en t

M i t ch el l  Si l v er ’s m ax im  t h at , “ P l an n er s ar e t h e

gu ar d i an s o f  t h e f u t u r e—i f  n o t  u s, t h an  w h o?”

*  *  *

T h e A PA  N at i o n al  P l an n i n g Con f er en ce

con ven es i n  A t l an t a t h i s year . I m m ed i at el y

p r i o r  t o  t h e Con f er en ce i t sel f , A PA ’s l ead er sh i p

i n cl u d i n g t h e n at i o n al  o f f i cer s an d  b oar d ,

d i v i si o n  ch ai r s, ch ap t er  p r esi d en t s, t h e A I CP

Com m i ssi on  an d  t h e st u d en t  r ep r esen t at i v es

gat h er  t o  h el p  d et er m i n e t h e d i r ect i o n  o f  t h e

o r gan i zat i o n  o ver  t h e n ex t  y ear  an d  b eyon d .

T h ese l ead er sh i p  m eet i n gs w i l l  b e Pau l

F ar m er ’s l ast  as A PA  Ch i ef  E x ecu t i v e O f f i cer .

H e i s r et i r i n g i n  J u l y  t o  p u r su e o t h er  i n t er est s

an d  t h e im p en d i n g d eci si o n  ab ou t  o u r  n ex t

CEO  w i l l  l ar gel y  d om i n at e con ver sat i o n . T h e

Ch ap t er  P r esi d en t s Cou n ci l  w i l l  con si d er  a

n um b er  o f  i t em s i n cl u d i n g p er h ap s b egi n n i n g

t h e p r o cess o f  st an d ar d i zi n g t h e m an n er  b y

w h i ch  Ch ap t er  d u es ar e set .  T h e N at i o n al

D el egat e A ssem b l y  w i l l  con si d er  ad op t i n g 2

n ew  p o l i cy  gu i d es, o n e on  ag i n g an d  t h e o t h er

on  h azar d  m i t i gat i o n . B o t h  p o l i cy  gu i d es h ave

b en ef i t t ed  f r om  si gn i f i can t  con t r i b u t i o n s b y

V i r g i n i a Ch ap t er  m em b er s.

Con t i n u ed  on  p age 3

APA Virgin ia  Chapte r Pre s iden t’s  Co lum n—

Spring 20 14  Editio n  

By  George M. Hom ew ood, AICP

NEWSBRIEF  | 2 | www.apavirginia.org



NEWSBRIEF  | 3 | www.apavirginia.org

Ci t y  Cou n ci l ’s p r i o r i t y , w h i ch  w as su p p o r t ed  b y  t h e 

C i t y  A dm i n i st r at i o n .

T oget h er  w i t h  a con su l t an t  t eam  o f  d esi gn  sp eci a l i st s,

V i r g i n i a B each  em b ar k ed  on  a m u l t i - y ear  p l an n i n g

p r o cess, st ar t i n g i n  2 0 0 7 an d  en d i n g i n  ear l y  2 0 13 , t h at

en gaged  h u n d r ed s o f  c i t i zen s i n  m u l t i p l e n ei gh b o r h ood s

acr o ss t h e ci t y  t o  p l an  ap p r op r i at e p at t er n s o f

d evel opm en t , o p en  sp ace, an d  i n f r ast r u ct u r e f o r  t h e SGA s.

W e h ave h ad  a st r on g u r b an  ser v i ce b ou n d ar y  i n  p l ace

si n ce 19 79—t h e “ G r een  L i n e”— t o  p r o t ect  o u r  p r od u ct i v e

r u r a l  l an d s an d  agr i cu l t u r a l  h er i t age. W e r eal i zed  w i t h  t h e

2 0 0 3  Com p r eh en si v e P l an  an d  r eval i d at ed  w i t h  t h e 2 0 0 9

Com p r eh en si v e P l an  t h at  t h e r ap i d  su b u r b an i zat i o n  o f  t h e

n o r t h er n  h al f  o f  t h e ci t y  h ad  con sum ed  w h at  r em ai n ed  t o

b e d evel op ed  i n  an  u n su st a i n ab l e sp r aw l i n g p at t er n  o f

l ow - d en si t y  d evel opm en t . I n  st r at eg i c ar eas w h er e

m ax im i zi n g ex i st i n g i n f r ast r u ct u r e w as p ossi b l e, w e k n ew

w e m u st  t r an si t i o n  t o  a m o r e u r b an  st y l e o f  d evel opm en t

t o  accom m od at e w h at  t h e m ar k et  i s l o o k i n g f o r  i n  t er m s o f

ser v i ces, o f f i ce sp ace, an d  h ou si n g t h at  ap p eal s t o  n ew er

gen er at i o n s. P l an n i n g i n  t h i s m an n er  f o r  t h e SGA s—t h e

Pr esi d en t ’s L et t er  ( con t i n u ed )

G r eat  E x p ect at i o n s:  M ov i n g L on g-R an ge P l an s i n t o  A ct i o n  i n  V i r g i n i a B each   ( con t i n u ed )

H ow ever , m y  p er son al  h i gh l i gh t  f o r  t h i s year ’s N at i o n al

P l an n i n g Con f er en ce i s t h at  seven—yes, SEV EN ! ! !—A PA

V i r g i n i a Ch ap t er  m em b er s h ave b een  sel ect ed  f o r

i n d u ct i o n  i n t o  t h e A I CP Co l l ege o f  F el l ow s. T h i s i s an

i n cr ed i b l e ach i evem en t  f o r  t h e seven  i n d i v i d u al s, b u t  a l so

i s a v al i d at i o n  o f  a l l  p l an n er s i n  V i r g i n i a, r ecogn i zi n g t h at

t h e ar t  an d  sci en ce o f  p l an n i n g i s p r act i ced  h er e at  t h e

ver y  h i gh est  l evel s. M y  p r ed ecesso r , J er y l  R ose Ph i l l i p s,

A I CP, d eser ves cr ed i t  f o r  h av i n g t h e v i si o n  an d  t h e

f o r t i t u d e t o  p u t  f o r t h  a l l  t h e ap p l i cat i o n s—t h an k s J er y l !

W i t h  ch ap t er  el ect i o n s w i l l  soon  com e a n ew  b oar d . A s i s

ou r  h ab i t , t h e cu r r en t  an d  n ew  b oar d s w i l l  gat h er  t o get h er

i n  a r et r eat  t o  r ef i n e t h e Ch ap t er  D evel opm en t  P l an  an d

ad van ce t h e B oar d  W o r k  P r ogr am  f o r  t h e n ex t  2  year s. W e

al l  w ou l d  l i k e t o  h ear  f r om  m em ber s w i t h  t h ou gh t s an d

i d eas ab ou t  w h at  sh ou l d  ( o r  sh ou l d  n o t )  b e a p ar t  o f  t h ese

t w o  v i t a l  Ch ap t er  p l an s. P l ease l et  m e k n ow  o f  y ou r  i d eas

an d  v i si o n  f o r  t h e ch ap t er  at  an y  t i m e.

T h an k  you  f o r  a l l ow i n g m e t o  ser ve t h e Ch ap t er .

George

Con t i n u ed  on  p age 4
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Ci t y ’s n ex t  ch ap t er  o f  a  m o r e u r b an  f u t u r e— w ou l d  

p r o v i d e f o r  t h e ab so r p t i o n  o f  f u t u r e p op u l a t i o n  gr ow t h  

v i a  g r eat er  d ev el o pm en t  d en si t i es, an d  w ou l d  o f f er  a  

n ew  v ar i et y  o f  h ou si n g , cu l t u r a l , an d  t r an sp o r t a t i o n

ch o i ces n ever  b ef o r e k n ow n  as a com p l em en t  t o  o u r  

v er y  st ab l e an d  saf e su b u r b an  n ei gh b o r h ood s an d  r i ch

agr i cu l t u r a l  com m u n i t y . 

A l t h ou gh  each  SGA  i s u n i q u e i n  i t s geogr ap h y , ex i st i n g

d evel o pm en t  p at t er n s, n ei gh b o r h ood s an d  p o t en t i a l ,  t h e

ci t y  p u r su ed  a con si st en t  p l an n i n g  st r a t egy  an d

u n d er l y i n g  d esi gn  p r i n c i p l es t h at  en cou r age t r an si t -

o r i en t ed , m i x ed - u se d evel o pm en t , i m p r o v i n g

con n ect i v i t y , ex p an d i n g  p ar k s

an d  t r a i l s, b u i l d i n g  su st a i n ab l e

d evel o pm en t , an d

accom m od at i n g  n ew  l i f est y l es.

T h e c i t y  h as em b r aced  i n  i t s

l o n g- r an ge p l an n i n g  f o r  t h e

SGA s t h e p o ssi b i l i t y  o f  l i gh t  r a i l

t r an si t  as an  i m p o r t an t

i n v est m en t  an d  cat a l y st  f o r

d ev el o p i n g  ex ci t i n g  n ew

n ei gh b o r h ood  cen t er s. W i t h  t h e

com p l et i o n  o f  t h e 8  SGA

M ast er  P l an s i n  2 0 13 , a l l  o f

w h i ch  h ave b een  ad op t ed  as

am en dm en t s t o  t h e

Com p r eh en si v e P l an , w e n ow

h ave c i t i zen - d er i v ed  an d

Cou n ci l - su p p o r t ed  v i si o n s an d

d evel o pm en t  an d

r ed evel o pm en t  b l u ep r i n t s f o r  a

m o r e su st a i n ab l e f u t u r e. W e

l i k e t o  r ef er  t o  t h em  as

“ econ om i c f l y p ap er ”  f o r  t h at ,

i n d eed , h as b een  t h e r esu l t .  B eyon d  t h e econ om i c an d

en v i r o n m en t a l  r eason s f o r  V i r g i n i a  B each  t o  set  i t s si gh t s

h i gh er , t h er e ar e aest h et i c  o n es as w el l .  

A  m ast er  p l an n i n g  an d  i m p l em en t at i o n  con t r act , u si n g

Cap i t a l  I m p r o v em en t  P r o gr am  ( CI P )  f u n d i n g , w as u sed  i n

t h e am ou n t  o f  $ 1.2 8 5  m i l l i o n . T o  h ave t h e o r gan i zat i o n a l

cap aci t y  t o  t u r n  t h ese 8  SGA  p l an s i n t o  r ea l i t y , t h e C i t y

est ab l i sh ed  an  i n t er - d i sc i p l i n ar y  St r a t eg i c G r ow t h  A r ea

O f f i ce i n  2 0 10  t o  coo r d i n at e p l an  i m p l em en t at i o n . SGA

O f f i ce st a f f  co n si st s o f  p l an n er s/ u r b an  d esi gn er s,

en g i n eer s, econ om i st s, l an d scap e ar ch i t ect s, an d

adm i n i st r a t i v e su p p o r t . T h ey  ar e su p p o r t ed  b y  t h e

P l an n i n g  D ep ar t m en t  an d  m u l t i p l e o t h er  c i t y

d ep ar t m en t s, i n c l u d i n g  t h e C i t y  A t t o r n ey ’s O f f i ce. 

C i t y  Cou n ci l  h as d em on st r a t ed  an  an n u al  com m i t m en t

t o  i m p l em en t i n g  t h e p u b l i c  i n i t i a t i v e com p on en t s o f  t h ese

p l an s t h r o u gh  i t s Cap i t a l  I m p r o v em en t  P l an  ( C I P )  an d

B u d get , a  car ef u l  p r i o r i t i za t i o n  p r o cess an d  f i sca l l y -

con st r a i n ed  r esou r ce a l l o cat i o n . F o l l ow i n g d r af t i n g  o f  t h e

8 t h  an d  f i n a l  SGA  M ast er  P l an  i n  F a l l  2 0 12 , a  r ev i ew  

o f  a l l  SGA  M ast er  P l an  i m p l em en t at i o n  st r a t eg i es w as

con d u ct ed  t o  d et er m i n e w h er e t h er e ar e com m on  st r at egi es

t o  assi st  C i t y  D ep ar t m en t s w i t h  p l an  i m p l em en t at i o n

st r a t egy  p r i o r i t i za t i o n  an d  b u d get i n g . C I P  ap p r op r i a t i o n s

t o  d at e t h r u  F Y14  t o t a l  $ 56 ,9 6 3 ,6 58 , an d  f u t u r e

p r o gr am m ed  t h r o u gh  F Y19  i s $ 4 1,2 56 ,16 2 , f o r  a  t o t a l

t h r o u gh  F Y19  o f  $ 9 8 ,2 19 ,8 2 0  i n  p u b l i c  i n v est m en t . W h en

t h e $ 4 0  m i l l i o n  i n  r ea l l o cat ed , n on - SGA  CI P  r o ad  p r o j ect

f u n d i n g  i s f act o r ed  i n , t h e CI P  ap p r op r i a t i o n s t o  d at e t h r u

FY14  t o t a l  j u st  u n d er  $ 9 7 m i l l i o n . A d d ed  t o  f u t u r e

p r o gr am m ed  t h r o u gh  F Y19 , t h e t o t a l  p u b l i c  i n v est m en t

t h r o u gh  F Y19  i s o v er  $ 13 8  m i l l i o n . T h r u  F Y13 , o v er  $ 70

m i l l i o n  i n  cap i t a l  p r o j ect s h av e b een  i m p l em en t ed  o r

ap p r o v ed  t o  su p p o r t  t h e SGA  ef f o r t ;  t h i s n u m b er  d oes n o t

i n c l u d e n ear l y  $ 4 0  m i l l i o n  t h e

Ci t y  h as a l so  i n v est ed  i n  t h e

L ask i n  G at ew ay  p r o j ect

( r o ad / i n f r ast r u ct u r e f u n d i n g)

i n  t h e R eso r t  A r ea SGA , w h i ch

w as r ea l l o cat ed  f r om  o t h er

ap p r o v ed , b u t  n on - SGA , C I P

p r o j ect s, r ei n f o r c i n g  t h e

p r i o r i t y  o f  SGA  M ast er  P l an

im p l em en t at i o n . T h er ef o r e, t h e

m o r e accu r at e p u b l i c

i n f r ast r u ct u r e i n v est m en t  t o t a l

i s $ 111 m i l l i o n . W h er e t h er e ar e

op p o r t u n i t i es t o  d o v et a i l  t h e

t i m i n g o f  p h ased  p r i o r i t y  p u b l i c

i n f r ast r u ct u r e d evel o pm en t

w i t h  t h e st ar t  o f  p r i v at e

d evel o pm en t  i n i t i a t i v es, t h ey

ar e sei zed . I n  som e cases,

h ow ever , t h e C i t y  h as h ad  t o

l ead  w i t h  t h e i n v est m en t , t o

w al k  t h e t a l k  i n  t h e m ast er

p l an s t o  cu l t i v a t e p r i v at e

i n v est m en t  i n t er est . W h en  i t  h as, b o t h  p r i v at e

r ei n v est m en t  an d  n ew  i n v est m en t  h as f o l l ow ed . I n  o t h er

cases, t h e d evel o pm en t  com m u n i t y  h as p i o n eer ed

im p l em en t at i o n  o f  SGA  v i si o n s i n  ad v an ce o f  p l an n ed

p u b l i c  i m p r o v em en t s. I n  st i l l  o t h er  cases, p r i v at e an d

p u b l i c  i m p r o v em en t s h av e o ccu r r ed  sim u l t an eou sl y . 

N ew  d evel o pm en t  r ev i ew  p r o cesses w er e i n st i t u t ed  i n

2 0 11 w h er eb y  a l l  p r o p o sed  d evel o pm en t  w i t h i n  SGA s

r eq u i r es a  p r e- d esi gn / p r e- su bm i t t a l  m eet i n g  w i t h  C i t y

st a f f ,  o u t  o f  r esp ect  f o r  t h e am ou n t  o f  p u b l i c  i n v est m en t

i n  t i m e an d  r esou r ces w h i ch  o ccu r r ed  i n  t h e SGA s an d  i n

f u r t h er an ce o f  t h e d esi gn  p r i n c i p l es i n c l u d ed  i n  each  SGA

p l an . D u r i n g  t h ese m eet i n gs, m u l t i - d i sc i p l i n ar y  t eam s o f

P l an n i n g  D ep ar t m en t  an d  SGA  O f f i ce st a f f  m eet  w i t h

p r o p er t y  ow n er / d ev el o p er  ap p l i can t s an d  t h ei r  d esi gn

t eam s at  t h e con cep t u a l  d esi gn  st age o f  each  p r o j ect—b e i t

d i scr et i o n ar y  o r  b y - r i gh t  d ev el o pm en t  act i v i t y— t o  r ev i ew

t h e d esi gn  p r i n c i p l es o f  t h ei r  p ar t i cu l ar  SGA  an d  w o r k

t o get h er  t o  t h e gr eat est  ex t en t  f easi b l e t o  ach i ev e t h o se

d esi r ed  o u t com es t h r o u gh  p r i v at e i n v est m en t  an d  p u b l i c

i n i t i a t i v e p ar t n er sh i p . T h i s m an d at o r y  p r e- d esi gn  p r o cess

Con t i n u ed  on  p age 5

G r eat  E x p ect at i o n s:  M ov i n g L on g-R an ge P l an s i n t o  A ct i o n  i n  V i r g i n i a B each   ( con t i n u ed )

We  now  have  citizen -derived

and Council-suppo rted

vis io n s  and  deve lopm en t and

redeve lopm en t blueprin ts

fo r a  m ore  su s tain able

fu ture . We  like  to  re fe r to

them  as  “e conom ic flypaper”

fo r that,  inde ed , has  be en

the  re su lt.
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i s r ev i ew ed  p er i o d i ca l l y  t o  i m p r o v e t h e cu st om er  ser v i ce

ex p er i en ce an d  o u t com es.

SGA  b ou n d ar y  m ap s h ave a l so  b een  i n co r p o r at ed  i n t o

t h e P l an n i n g  D ep ar t m en t ’s Sp eci a l  A r eas G eogr ap h i c

I n f o r m at i o n  Sy st em  (G I S)  m ap p i n g t o o l  t o  p r o v i d e a l l

P l an n i n g  D ep ar t m en t  st a f f  w i t h  an  easy  r ef er en ce w h en

w o r k i n g  w i t h  cu st om er s i n  SGA s. T h e SGA  O f f i ce w eb si t e

(www .vbgov.com / sga )  h as b een  i m p r o v ed  t o  en ab l e

cu st om er s t o  easi l y  n av i gat e t h r o u gh  each  SGA  t o  l ear n

ab ou t  ex i st i n g  con d i t i o n s, t h e SGA  v i si o n  an d  m ast er

p l an , u n d er l y i n g  d esi gn  p r i n c i p l es an d  k ey

r ecom m en d at i o n s;  t o  v i ew  st r eet - l ev el  m ap s o f  t h e SGA

b ou n d ar i es f o r  o r i en t a t i o n  an d  p r o j ect - si t i n g ;  an d , t o  f i n d

ou t  w h at  t h ey  n eed  t o  k n ow , i n c l u d i n g  an y  asso ci a t ed

d esi gn  gu i d el i n es an d  w h om  t o  con t act  i f  t h ey  ar e

i n t er est ed  i n  d evel o p i n g  i n  t h at  SGA . 

T h e V i r g i n i a  B each  E con om i c D evel o pm en t  O f f i ce i s a

k ey  p l ayer  i n  m ar k et i n g  t h e SGA  P l an s t o  p r o sp ect i v e

i n v est o r s an d  b u si n esses, an d  i n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  ex i st i n g

b u si n esses h er e i n  o u r  com m u n i t y  w h o  m ay  w an t  t o

r el o cat e i n t o  an  SGA . I n  ad d i t i o n  t o  h o st i n g  an  

i n t er act i v e w eb si t e o f  o u r  b u si n ess d i st r i c t s

(www .ye svirgin iabeach .com / bus in e s s -d is tricts ) , 

i n cl u d i n g t h e SGA s, t h ey  h ave r ecen t l y  d evel op ed  a n ew

i Pad  ap p  t o  assi st  p r o sp ect s i n  l ear n i n g ab ou t  each  

o f  t h e SGA s, i n cl u d i n g l i n k s t o  t h e SGA  p l an s, t h e st at u s 

o f  i n f r ast r u ct u r e d evel opm en t , si t e d at a, b u i l d i n g

avai l ab i l i t y , d em ogr ap h i c d at a, et c. 

T h e O cean f r on t  R eso r t  D i st r i ct  F o r m  B ased  Cod e, t h e

Ci t y ’s f i r st  f o r m  b ased  cod e, an d  t h e co r r esp on d i n g

O cean f r on t  R eso r t  D i st r i ct  D esi gn  Gu i d el i n es w er e ad op t ed

i n  J u l y  2 0 12  t o  en ab le t h e v i si on  p u t  f o r w ar d  i n  t h e R eso r t

A r ea St r at egi c A ct i on  Pl an . N ew  SGA  over l ay  zon i n g

d i st r i ct s ar e b ei n g w r i t t en  t o  en ab le t h e v i si on s p u t  f o r w ar d

i n  t h e o t h er  SGA s, st ar t i n g w i t h  t h e Pem b r ok e SGA . I n

20 12 , a n ew  cat ego r y  f o r  SGA  D evelopm en t  w as al so  ad d ed

t o  t h e Pl an n i n g Com m issi on ’s D esi gn  A w ar d s Pr ogr am  t o

r ecogn i ze ou t st an d i n g d esi gn  i n  t h e SGA s. I n  2 0 13 , an  SGA

D evelopm en t  I n vestm en t  Par t n er sh i p  I n cen t i ves p o l i cy  i s

b ei n g d r af t ed  t o  f u r t h er  en ab le t h e SGA  p l an s v i si on

t h r ou gh  im p lem en t at i on . 

T h e r esu l t s h ave b een  exci t i n g, as m an y  m ed i a ar t i cl es

an d  m on i t o r i n g d at a i n d i cat e. I n  N ovem ber  2 0 12 , i n  gr eat

m easu r e w e b el i eve d u e t o  t h e st r en gt h  o f  ou r  SGA  p l an n i n g

an d  t h e b r oad  p u b l i c p ar t i ci p at i on  i n  i t , V i r gi n i a B each

vo t er s su p p or t ed  a r efer en d um  t o  st u d y  t h e f easi b i l i t y  o f

ex t en d i n g N or fo l k ’s T h e T i d e l i gh t  r ai l  t r an si t  syst em  11

m i l es t o  t h e O cean f r on t ;  a sim i l ar  r efer en d um  i n  19 9 9

fai l ed . O u r  ci t i zen s h ave com e t o  exp er i en ce an d  r eal i ze

t h r ou gh  t h i s ex t en si ve SGA  m ast er  p l an n i n g p r ocess t h e

p ow er fu l  d i f f er en ce t h ey  can  m ak e b y  ar t i cu l at i n g t h ei r

val u es an d  asp i r at i on s f o r  t h e ci t y ’s f u t u r e t h r ou gh

com m un i t y  d i scou r se an d  v i si on i n g. Fo r  som e, t h i s w as t h e

f i r st  t im e t h ey  h ad  ever  p ar t i ci p at ed  i n  a ci v i c p l an n i n g

exer ci se. N ew  u r b an  fo r m  d evelopm en t  p r o j ect s ar e com in g

ou t  o f  t h e gr ou n d  an d  t r an sfo r m i n g ou r  l an d scap e,

p r ov i d i n g n ew  ch o i ces an d  r eason s t o  l i ve a l i f et im e i n  ou r

com m un i t y . N ew  p eop le an d  b u si n esses ar e m ov i n g t o

V i r gi n i a B each , as ou r  2 0 10 -20 12  p op u lat i on  est im at es an d

n ew  bu si n ess st ar t s i n d i cat e. L ocal i t i es t h at  h ave ch osen  t o

d esi gn at e an d  p l an  f o r  ob so l et e su bu r b an  co r r i d o r

r ev i t al i zat i on  can  l ear n  f r om  ou r  exp er i en ce, r et u r n  on

i n vestm en t  an al yses, an d  su ccess.  I n  J u l y  2 0 13 , t h e Ci t y

r ecei ved  t h e V i r gi n i a M u n i ci p al  L eagu e (VM L )  A ch i evem en t

Aw ar d  –  Pr esi d en t ’s A w ar d , t h e h i gh est  h on o r  b est ow ed  b y

VM L , f o r  t h i s i n i t i at i ve. M or e r ecen t l y , w e h ave b een  i n v i t ed

t o  sh ar e ou r  st o r y  w i t h  a n at i on al  au d i en ce b y  p r esen t i n g a

case st u d y , al on g w i t h  39  o t h er s f r om  ar ou n d  t h e cou n t r y , at

t h e 2 0 14  T r an sfo r m i n g L ocal  Gover nm en t  Con fer en ce:  2 0

Year s o f  T r an sfo r m i n g L ocal  Gover n m en t  f r om  t h e I n si d e

O u t  i n  D en ver  on  A p r i l  2 4 . 

Jery l has been the Com prehensive Planning 

Coordinator in  the City  of Virginia Beach Planning

Departm ent since August 2010 . The Planning

Departm ent is the proud recipient of the 2010  APA

Virginia Outstanding Plan Aw ard for its 2009

Com prehensive Plan: It’s Our Future, and the 2011

Outstanding Plan Aw ard –  Sm all Area Plan recipient 

for its Pem broke SGA 4 Im plem entation Plan, 

prepared in  coordination w ith CMSS Architects. 

Con t a ct : jr p h illi@v b g o v .com  o r  757-38 5-8 59 4 .

G r eat  E x p ect at i o n s:  M ov i n gL on g-R an ge P l an s i n t o  A ct i o n  i n  V i r g i n i a B each   ( con t i n u ed )
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Reports  from  the  20 14  General As s em bly 
K ey  B i l l s f o r  P l an n er s, 2 0 14

Em ily  Gibson, Vice President for Legislative Affairs

T
h e 2 0 14  K ey  B i l l s f o r  P l an n er s d ocum en t  i s n ow  avai l ab l e!  T h i s d o cum en t  ou t l i n es t h e b i l l s p assed  d u r i n g t h e

2 0 14  Gen er al  A ssem b l y  sessi on  w i t h  im p act s t o  V i r g i n i a ’s P l an n er s. I t  r ef l ect s t h e st at u s o f  each  b i l l  as o f  A p r i l

7t h  w h en  t h e Gover n o r  act ed  on  b i l l s t h at  w er e p assed  d u r i n g t h e r egu l ar  sessi on  b y  t h e H ou se o f  D el egat es an d

t h e Sen at e. O n ce t h e sp eci a l  sessi on  h as en d ed  an d  a l l  b i l l s ar e f i n al , t h e d ocum en t  w i l l  r ecei v e an  ad d i t i o n al  ed i t  t o

r ef l ect  t h e f i n al  st at u s o f  each  b i l l .  

O n ce agai n  t h e f i l e i s avai l ab l e on l i n e an d  i n cl u d es l i n k s t o  each  o f  t h e b i l l s, as w el l  as t h ei r  d u p l i cat e b i l l s f r om  ei t h er

t h e H ou se o r  t h e Sen at e. T o  v i ew  t h e 2 0 14  K ey  B i l l s d o cum en t , v i si t  t h e L egi sl at i v e an d  Po l i cy  P r ogr am  p age at :

h t t p : / / ap av i r g i n i a.o r g/ m em ber - r esou r ces/ l eg i sl at i v e- p o l i cy . 

Q u est i o n s o r  com m en t s on  t h e d ocum en t  o r  o t h er  Ch ap t er  l eg i sl at i v e i t em s? Con t act  Em i l y  G i b son , V i ce P r esi d en t  o f

L egi sl at i v e &  Po l i cy  A f f a i r s b y  em ai l  a t  l eg i sl at i o n@ap ava.o r g. 

T h i s year  t h e Gen er al  A ssem b l y  r ecogn i zed  t h e “ G r eat  P l aces”  i n  V i r g i n i a t h at  r ecei v ed

aw ar d s f r om  t h e A m er i can  P l an n i n g A ssoci at i o n ’s G r eat  P l aces i n  A m er i ca com p et i t i o n .

Com m end ing  t he  Cit y  o f S t a un t on  on receipt of “2013 Great Place in

America: Great Street” for West Beverly Street were joint resolutions from each body-

SJ178 (Hanger) and HJ398 (Bell, Landes).

Fo r  t he  Cit y  o f No r fo lk ’s  d e s ig na t io n  a s  a

“2013 Great Place in America: Great Neighborhood” for West Freemason, joint

resolution SJ187 was patroned by Lewis in the Senate and James in the House.

Th e  Ch ap te r  w o u ld  l ike  to  o f fe r  a  s p e c ia l  th an k  yo u  to  e a ch  o f  th o s e

p a tro n s  a s  w e l l  a s  to  o u r  l e g i s la t i ve  c o n s u l tan ts ,  Eld o n  J am e s  an d  Su e

Row lan d ,  fo r  fo rw ard in g  th e s e  r e s o lu t io n s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  Ch ap te r .

Great Place s

in VIRGINIA!



New  Agricu ltural

Legis latio n  in  Virgin ia:

Now  What?
By  Jam es May

N ow  t h at  t h e Gen er al  A ssem b l y  h as p assed  l egi sl at i on

l im i t i n g t h e ab i l i t y  o f  l ocal i t i es t o  r egu l at e act i v i t i es on

agr i cu l t u r al  op er at i on s, cou n t i es acr oss V i r gi n i a ar e ask i n g

t h em sel ves, “ N ow  w h at ! ?”  B efo r e you  d eci d e t h at  agr i cu l t u r e

d i st r i ct s ar e n ow  r egu lat o r y  f r ee zon es, h er e ar e a f ew

qu est i on s:

F i r st , t h e l egi sl at i on  on l y  ap p l i es t o  act i v i t i es on  an

agr i cu l t u r al  op er at i on , w h i ch  i s d ef i n ed  as “ d evo t ed  t o  t h e

bon a f i d e p r od u ct i on  o f  cr op s, o r  an im al s, o r  f ow l .”  I f  “ b on a

f i d e”  m ean s “ m ad e o r  d on e i n  an  h on est  o r  si n cer e w ay” ,

w h at  i s t h e “ b on a f i d e p r od u ct i on  o f  cr op s” ? H ow  i s

“ d evo t ed ”  m easu r ed ? 

A f t er  p assi n g t h e i n i t i al  t est  o f  an  agr i cu l t u r al  op er at i on ,

t h e l egi sl at i on  p r ov i d es a secon d  m aj o r  caveat  f o r  l ocal i t i es

t o  r egu l at e cer t ai n  act i v i t i es t h at  cau se “ a su b st an t i al  im p act

on  t h e h eal t h , safet y , o r  gen er al  w el f ar e o f  t h e p u b l i c.”  W h at

con st i t u t es a “ su b st an t i al  im p act ” ? A t  w h at  p o i n t  d oes an

act i v i t y  on  an  agr i cu l t u r al  op er at i on  exceed  t h e st an d ar d

im p act  o f  t h e agr i cu l t u r al  op er at i on ? W h at  r egu l at i on s on

agr i cu l t u r al  op er at i on s w ou ld  ser ve t o  m i t i gat e t h i s

su b st an t i al  im p act ?

T h e l egi sl at i on  t h en  l i st s fou r  act i v i t i es t h at  r equ i r e t h i s

h ei gh t en ed  scr u t i n y  agai n st  r egu lat i on . H ow ever , t h i s l i st

p r ov id es m u l t i p le quest ion s for  t h e r egu lat i n g coun t y t o

r eso lve. A n  agr i t ou r i sm  act i v i t y  al low s m em ber s o f  t h e gen er al

p ub l i c t o  v iew  or  en joy r u r al  act i v i t i es car r i ed  ou t  on  a farm  or

r an ch . W h i le t h e farm  or  r an ch  m ay in clu de p r ocessin g of

agr i cu l t u r al  p r odu ct s, u n der  t h e R igh t  t o  Farm  A ct , p r ocessin g

is speci f i cal l y  exclu ded  an d  m ay r equ i r e a special  u se perm i t .

So, w ou ld  t h e p r ocessin g act i v i t y  be perm i t t ed  on ly  by special

u se perm i t , w h i le t h e agr i t ou r i sm  act i v i t y  w ou ld  be perm i t t ed

by r i gh t? Can  t h ese act i v i t i es be ef fect i vely  separ ated? I f  an

agr i t ou r i sm  act i v i t y  d oes n ot  p erm i t  t h e gen er al  p u b l i c t o  v iew

th e act i v i t y , can  i t  be con sid er ed  an  agr i t ou r i sm  act i v i t y? Can

th e act i v i t y  v iew ed  be l im i t ed  t o  t h e p r odu ct  o f  t h e act i v i t y ,

su ch  as a sh ow  r oom  for  p r odu ct s p r odu ced  on  t h e farm ?

Th e legi slat i on  t h en  l i st s “ t h e sale o f  agr i cu l t u r al  o r

si l v i cu l t u r al  p r od u ct s, o r  t h e sale o f  agr i cu l t u r al - r elat ed  or

si l v i cu l t u r al - r elat ed  i t em s i n ci d en t al  t o  t h e agr i cu l t u r al

op er at i on ”  as p r o t ect ed  act i v i t i es. H ow  b r oad ly  can  on e

un der st an d  t h e t erm  “ agr i cu l t u r al  o r  si l v i cu l t u r al  p r od u ct s” ?

Can  “ agr i cu l t u r al  o r  si l v i cu l t u r al  p r od u ct s”  be u n d er st ood  t o

exclu d e p r ocessed  good s? I f  so , h ow  m u ch  p r ocessin g w ou ld

be t oo  m u ch ? I f  a sp ecial  u se p erm i t  w er e r equ i r ed  fo r  a

p r ocessin g oper at i on , cou ld  t h i s be u sed  as a l i tm u s t est  fo r

w h at  can  be so ld  w i t h ou t  r egu lat i on ? H ow  r elat ed  t o  t h e

agr i cu l t u r al  op er at i on  m u st  t h ese p r od u ct s be? H ow

in cid en t al  t o  t h e oper at i on ? 

F in al l y , t h e legi slat i on  t h en  l i st s “ o t h er  act i v i t i es or  even t s

t h at  ar e u su al  an d  cu st om ar y at  V i r gi n i a agr i cu l t u r al

op er at i on s.”  W h at  d oes “ u su al  an d  cu st om ar y”  m ean ? For

n ow , local i t i es m u st  at t em p t  t o  an sw er  t h ese an d  o t h er

qu est i on s fo r  t h em selves. Bu t  even t u al l y  t h e an sw er s m ay be

det erm in ed  ei t h er  b y  t h e legi slat u r e or  b y  t h e cou r t s.

Shown , L-R: F r an k  D u k e, FAICP, E l a i n e E ch o l s, FAICP,

J ack  St od gh i l l , FAICP, Sat yen d r a H u j a, FAICP, J u l i e Past o r ,

FAICP, M i l t o n  H er d , FAICP, J oh n  A cco r d i n o , Ph .D ., FAICP

Seven  Virgin ia Planners

Inducted in to  AICP

Co lle ge  o f Fe llow s
Seven  o f  V i r g i n i a ’s f i n est  p l an n er s w er e sel ect ed  f o r

i n d u ct i o n  i n t o  t h e A I CP Co l l ege o f  F el l ow s i n  A p r i l

2 0 14 . T h ey  r ep r esen t  a l l  f acet s o f  p l an n i n g, f r om

t each i n g an d  l o cal  go ver n m en t  p l an n i n g t o  con su l t i n g

an d  com m u n i t y  ser v i ce. A l l  ar e d i st i n gu i sh ed  l ead er s i n

ou r  p r o f essi on . P l ease j o i n  u s i n  con gr at u l at i n g t h em

on  t h i s r i ch l y  d eser ved  h on o r . T h ey  ar e:

John  Acco rdino , Ph .D .,  FAICP
(Teach ing & Men to ring)

Frank M. Duke , FAICP 
(Pro fe s s ional Practice )

Elain e  Echo ls ,  FAICP
(Commun ity Se rvice  & Leadersh ip)

Milton  Herd , FAICP (Pro fe s s ional Practice )

Mayor Satyendra Huja, FAICP 
(Pro fess ional Practice )

Ju lia  (Ju lie )  Pas to r, FAICP 
(Pro fe s s ional Practice )

A. Jack Stodgh ill,  FAICP (Pro fe s s ional Practice )

T h e n ex t  F A I CP i n d u ct i o n  w i l l  t ak e p l ace i n  2 0 16 . 
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Northe rn  Virgin ia  Se ctio n

Update
By  Ben Wales, AICP

I n  ear l y  A p r i l , N o r t h er n  V i r g i n i a Sect i o n  m em ber s

h ad  t h e op p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i si t  o n e o f  t h e r eg i on ’s m ost

p r om i n en t  r ed evel opm en t  p r o j ect s at  T yson s Co r n er

Cen t er  i n  T yson s Co r n er . A s i t s n am e su ggest s, T yson s

Co r n er  Cen t er  l i es at  t h e h ear t  o f  T yson s Co r n er  an d

w i l l  b e ser ved  b y  t h e, ‘T y son s Co r n er ’ M et r o r a i l

St at i o n , w h en  t h e ser v i ce f i n al l y  o p en s.

T yson s Co r n er  Cen t er  i s t h e l ar gest  m al l  i n  V i r g i n i a

an d  h as b een  i n  op er at i o n  si n ce 19 6 8 . Si n ce t h i s t i m e,

i t s r et a i l  f l o o r  sp ace h as st ead i l y  i n cr eased  t o

ap p r o x im at el y  2 .4  m i l l i o n  sq u ar e f eet . D u r i n g p eak

p er i o d s, i t  r eq u i r es a lm ost  6 ,0 0 0  em p l o yees an d

at t r act s o ver  2 2  m i l l i o n  v i si t o r s p er  year  –  m o r e t h an

D i sn ey  W o r l d !

A t t en d ees o f  t h e sessi on  w er e p r o v i d ed  a sum m ar y

o f  r ezon i n g ap p r o val s a l l ow i n g t h e d evel opm en t  o f

T yson s Co r n er  Cen t er  i n t o  a m i x ed - u se com m u n i t y

an d  sp eci f i ca l l y , Ph ase 1, w h i ch  i n cl u d es t h e l an dm ar k

‘T yson s T ow er ’ o f f i ce b u i l d i n g an d  h o t el  an d

r esi d en t i a l  b u i l d i n gs.

J oh n  H ar r i son , V i ce P r esi d en t  o f  D evel opm en t , an d

H i l l ar y  Z ah m , A I CP, Sen i o r  D evel opm en t  M an ager ,

b o t h  w i t h  t h e Cen t er ’s ow n er , M acer i ch , d i scu ssed

var i o u s asp ect s o f  t h e p r o j ect , i n cl u d i n g i t s

con si st en cy  w i t h  t h e Cou n t y ’s Com p r eh en si v e P l an ,

t h e im p o r t an ce o f  a con n ect i o n  t o  t h e p l an n ed

M et r o r a i l  p r o j ect , an d  n o t ab l e p r o f f er s co ver i n g t o p i cs

i n cl u d i n g p ed est r i an  con n ect i v i t y , st o r m  w at er

m an agem en t  an d  t r an sp o r t at i o n  d em an d

m an agem en t . A l so  i n  at t en d an ce w er e Pet er  B r ah am ,

w h o  w as t h e F ai r f ax  Cou n t y  St af f  Coo r d i n at o r  d u r i n g

t h e p r o j ect ’s r ezon i n g p r o cess, an d  D ave St ei g l er ,

A I CP, w i t h  M acer i ch ’s en gi n eer i n g f i r m , Pen n on i

A ssoci at es, I n c. A t t en d ees w er e t h en  a l l ow ed  access

i n t o  t h e 2 2 - st o r y  T yson s T ow er  con st r u ct i o n  p r o j ect .

T h i s at t r act i v e b u i l d i n g h as b een  d esi gn ed  t o  ach i eve

L EED  Go l d  cer t i f i cat i o n .

T h e f o u r - p h ase r ed evel opm en t  p r o j ect  i s

an t i c i p at ed  t o  ad d  som e 3 .5  m i l l i o n  sq u ar e f eet  o f

o f f i ce, r esi d en t i a l , h o t el  an d  r et a i l  sp ace t o  T yson s

Co r n er  Cen t er . T h e n ew  an d  ex i st i n g u ses w i l l  b e

car ef u l l y  con n ect ed  t o  each  o t h er  an d  t o  t h e T yson s

Co r n er  M et r o  St at i o n  b y  p l azas, b r i d ges an d  o t h er

p ed est r i an  l i n k s.

P l ease l o o k  ou t  f o r  u p com i n g sessi on s p r o v i d ed  b y

t h e N o r t h er n  V i r g i n i a Sect i o n . I f  y ou  h ave an y

q u est i o n s, p l ease con t act  o u r  Sect i o n  D i r ect o r s,

Sh an n on  R ob er t s, A I CP, Su zan n e L ee F ar m er , A I CP,

an d  B en  W al es, A I CP, at

novadire cto r@apavirgin ia .o rg

Piedm on t Se ctio n  Ho s ts

UVA Even t 
By  Todd Gordon

On  M ar ch  27th , t h e Piedm on t  Sect ion  o f  APA  V i r gin ia

par t n er ed  w i t h  t h e U n iver si t y  o f  V i r gin ia’s D epar tm en t  o f

U r ban  an d  En v i r onm en tal  Plan n in g t o  h ost  a car eer

for um  for  p lan n in g st u den t s. Open  t o  both  gr aduate an d

un der gr aduate p r ogr am s, t h i s even t  b r ough t  st u den t s

t ogeth er  w i t h  p lan n in g p r act i t i on er s t o  exp lor e t h e var iet y

of  car eer  p ath s avai lab le t o  st u den t s o f  p lan n in g. Pan el i st s

in clu ded  exper ien ced  pub l i c sector  p r ofession als i n  local

gover nm en t  p lan n in g, zon in g adm in i st r at i on , an d

r egion al  p lan n in g, as w el l  as p r i vat e sector  p lan n er s w i t h

exper ien ce in  faci l i t at i on , com p r eh en sive p lan n in g, an d

p r oper t y  d evelopm en t . Pan el i st s for  t h e even t  w er e:

Wayne Cilimberg
Director o f Planning, Albemarle  County

Will Cockrell –  Planner III, Thomas Jefferson
Planning District Comm ission

Todd Gordon - Project Manager, 
The Cox Company

Hannah Twaddell - President, 
Twaddell Associates

Gregg Zody - Planning and Zoning Director,
Orange County

V i r gin ia’s u n iver si t ies con t in ue to p r oduce b r igh t  an d

capab le n ew  p lan n er s ever y year , an d  APA  V i r gin ia an d  i t s

con st i t u en t  local  sect ion s r em ain  com m i t t ed  t o par tn er in g

w i th  ou r  academ ic in st i t u t ion s t o p r om ote soun d  p lan n in g

an d  cu r r en t  educat ion . A  h uge th an k  you  goes ou t  t o t h e

U n iver si t y of  V i r gin ia’s D epar tm en t  of  U r ban  an d

En vi r onm en tal  Plan n in g for  par tn er in g w i t h  u s, an d  to ou r

pan el i st s for  gen er ously sh ar in g t h ei r  t im e an d  exper t i se.

N o r t h er n  V i r g i n i a Sect i o n  U p d at e  ( con t i n u ed )
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Board

Happen ings
By  Ben Wales, AICP, Secretary

You r  A PA  V i r g i n i a B oar d  o f

D i r ect o r s h as h ad  a b u sy  st ar t  t o  2 0 14 . H er e ar e som e

h i gh l i gh t s f r om  t h e Q u ar t er l y  M eet i n g on  M ar ch  7,

2 0 14 :

• A s i t  con t i n u es p r ep ar at i on s f o r  t h e 2 0 14  A n n u al

Con fer en ce at  W i n t er gr een  R eso r t  ( J u l y  2 1-2 3 ) , t h e

Boar d  h el d  i t s l ast  m eet i n g at  W i n t er gr een . I n

ad d i t i on  t o  f ocu si n g on  t h e Con fer en ce sch ed u le an d

o t h er  B oar d  m at t er s, B oar d  m em ber s w er e al so

gi ven  a t ou r  o f  p ar t s o f  t h e R eso r t  t h at  h ave b een

r en ovat ed  si n ce i t  h ost ed  t h e 2 0 12  Con fer en ce.

• F o l l ow i n g on  f r om  t h e su ccessf u l  Con f er en ce i n

L an sd ow n e l ast  J u l y , t h i s year ’s gat h er i n g

p r om i ses t o  b e an o t h er  d yn am i c p r o f essi on al

d evel opm en t  an d  n et w o r k i n g even t . T h an k s t o  t h e

ef f o r t s o f  o u r  V i ce P r esi d en t  o f  Ch ap t er  A f f a i r s,

E ar l  A n d er son , A I CP, w e h ave an  ex cel l en t

sel ect i o n  o f  sessi on s l i n ed  u p  f o r  t h e 4 0 0  p l an n er s,

zon i n g o f f i c i a l s, en g i n eer s, d esi gn er s, an d

d evel opm en t  p r o f essi on al s ex p ect ed  t o  at t en d .

A l so , d on ’t  f o r get  t h at  W i n t er gr een  i s a gr eat  p l ace

t o  t ak e you r  f am i l y  i n  J u l y  –  t h e Con f er en ce w i l l

agai n  b e f am i l y - f r i en d l y . F o r  m o r e d et a i l s, v i si t  t h e

con f er en ce w eb si t e at :

w w w .ap av i r g i n i a.o r g/ even t s/ 2 0 14 / ap a- v i r g i n i a-

an n u al - con f er en ce

• T h i s year ’s Con f er en ce w i l l  agai n  i n cl u d e a M en t o r

M at ch  p r ogr am . L ook  ou t  f o r  d et a i l s b ei n g

d i st r i b u t ed  o r  con t act  o u r  M em b er sh i p  D i r ect o r ,

A n d y  So r r el l , A I CP.  T h i s p r ogr am  i s an  ex cel l en t

w ay  f o r  ex p er i en ced  p l an n er s t o  ‘g i v e- b ack ’ an d  a

gr eat  w ay  f o r  y ou n g o r  n ew  p l an n er s t o  h el p

d evel op  k n ow l ed ge an d  ex p er i en ce t h at  w i l l

en h an ce t h ei r  p r o f essi on al  an d  p er son al  gr ow t h .

• T h e B oar d  h as r ecei v ed  a r ep o r t  f r om  ou r  Past

P r esi d en t , J er y l  Ph i l l i p s, A I CP, on  t h e i n cr ed i b l y

su ccessf u l  F A I CP n om i n at i o n  p r o cess t h at  h as

r esu l t ed  i n  seven  o f  o u r  m em b er s b ei n g i n d u ct ed

i n t o  t h e 2 0 14  Cl ass o f  t h e A I CP Co l l ege o f  F el l ow s.

T h i s f an t ast i c ach i evem en t  i n v o l v ed  m an y  h ou r s o f

w o r k  b y  n om i n at o r s, t h e Ch ap t er ’s F A I CP

Sel ect i o n  Com m i t t ee, J er y l  an d  ou r  Ch ap t er

P r esi d en t , G eo r ge H om ew ood , A I CP.

Con gr at u l at i o n s t o  a l l !

• T h an k  you  t o  a l l  o f  t h o se m em ber s w h o  h ave

r ecen t l y  t ak en  p ar t  i n  t h e Ch ap t er ’s b i an n u al

M em ber sh i p  Su r vey . R esu l t s f r om  t h e Su r vey  w i l l

h el p  i n f o r m  t h e B oar d ’s d i scu ssi on  at  i t s

L ead er sh i p  R et r eat , w h i ch  i s sch ed u l ed  t o  t ak e

p l ace im m ed i at el y  p r eced i n g J u l y ’s an n u al

Con f er en ce. T h e r et r eat  w i l l  a l so  p r o v i d e an

im p o r t an t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  B oar d  M em ber s

vacat i n g t h ei r  p o si t i o n s t o  p r o v i d e essen t i a l

b ack gr ou n d  i n f o r m at i o n  t o  t h o se i n d i v i d u al s

el ect ed  t o  t ak e u p  t h e r ei n s. 

• T h e B oar d  h as sp en t  con si d er ab l e t i m e d i scu ssi n g

t h e b est  ap p r oach es I  u n d er t ak i n g an  o ver h au l  o f

t h e Ch ap t er ’s w eb si t e. T h e d esi r e i s f o r  a w eb si t e

t h at  i s easi er  t o  k eep  u p - t o - d at e w i t h  l a t est

i n f o r m at i o n , even t s an d  m at er i a l s an d  w h i ch  i s

easy  t o  n av i gat e t h r ou gh . T h e B oar d  l o o k s f o r w ar d

t o  r o l l i n g ou t  a n ew  w eb si t e.

• T h e Ch ap t er ’s You n g P l an n er ’s gr ou p  Ch ai r , G ar et

P r i o r , u p d at ed  t h e B oar d  on  u p com i n g YPG

Qu ar t er ’s even t s. G ar et  h as b een  w o r k i n g t i r el essl y

t o  gr ow  t h e r each  an d  p r o f i l e o f  ‘YPG ’ an d  f o r

r eg i on al  G r ou p s t o  b e cr eat ed . T h i s w i l l  a l l ow

b et t er  coo r d i n at i o n  b et w een  m em ber s an d  o t h er

p r o f essi on al  o r gan i zat i o n s an d  m o r e op p o r t u n i t y

f o r  o u r  you n g p l an n er s t o  sh ar e ex p er i en ces an d

i n cr ease t h ei r  k n ow l ed ge. G ar et  h as a l r ead y

cr eat ed  a m i ssi on  f o r  t h e R i ch m on d  r eg i on  an d

p l an s f o r  sim i l ar  m i ssi on s t o  b e cr eat ed  f o r  YPG ’s

o t h er  r eg i on s. I f  y ou  h ave an y  q u est i o n s, p l ease

v i si t  w w w .ap av i r g i n i a- yp g.o r g o r  con t act  G ar et

yp g@ap av i r g i n i a.o r g

• Ou r  Sect i o n  D i r ect o r , W i l l  Cock r el l , A I CP, h as

con t i n u ed  t o  p r ep ar e an d  r ef i n e d et a i l ed  op er at i n g

p r o ced u r es f o r  o u r  Sect i o n  D i r ect o r s. T h e B oar d  i s

k een  f o r  t h e good  w o r k  o f  o u r  Sect i o n  D i r ect o r s t o

b e m ai n t a i n ed  an d  en h an ced . L ook  ou t  f o r

u p com i n g Sect i o n  even t s on  t h e Ch ap t er  w eb si t e’s

‘E ven t s’ p age. T h e E ven t s p age i s con st an t l y  b ei n g

u p d at ed . A t t en d an ce at  t h ese even t s i s a gr eat  w ay

t o  m eet  an d  n et w o r k  w i t h  l o cal  p l an n er s an d

ob t ai n  CM  cr ed i t s

• T h e Ch ap t er  con t i n u es t o  m ak e m o r e i n f o r m at i o n

avai l ab l e t h r ou gh  i t s so ci a l  n et w o r k i n g f eed s.

P l ease k eep  u p - t o - d at e w i t h  Ch ap t er  n ew s on

F aceb ook  an d  T w i t t er . L i n k s t o  t h ese f eed s can  b e

f ou n d  on  t h e Ch ap t er  w eb si t e.

I f  y ou ’r e i n t er est ed  t o  see w h at  o t h er  m at t er s t h e

B oar d  i s d i scu ssi n g, p l ease v i si t  t h e ‘L ead er sh i p / B oar d ’

p age o f  t h e V i r g i n i a A PA  w eb si t e, w h i ch  p r o v i d es a  

i n k  t o  B oar d  m eet i n g agen d as an d  m i n u t es. 

P l ease con t act  m e at  s e cre tary@apavirgin ia .o rg

w i t h  an y  q u est i o n s.
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Evaluating and Conserving Natural Assets: 
Planning for green infrastructure in the developing and urban landscape 

 

Sponsored by Green Infrastructure Center, the Virginia Department of Forestry and University of Virginia 

Agenda 
 

10:00 a.m.   
   
10:15 a.m.  
 
    
11:15 a.m. 
 
 
12:30 p.m. 
 
1:00 p.m. 
 
 
2:00 p.m. 
 
2:15 p.m. 
 
 
3:00 p.m. 
 
3:30 p.m. 
 
 
4:00 p.m.    

Registration and Workshop Overview 
 
Natural Assets – What are they, where are they, and how can 
their conservation create vibrant environments and economies? 
 
Hands on Practice #1  Simulated Natural Assets – Plan for the 
County Scale 
 
Lunch (provided) 
 
Hands on Practice #2  Working with Data – Prioritizing a 
connected landscape using spatial analysis 
 
Planning at the City, Town, and Small Watershed Scale 
 
Hands on Practice #3  Create a town/city/watershed 
connected sites plan 
 
New Models and Tools for Sites – Case studies and data tools 
 
Making the Case to Decision Makers – Gaining political and 
financial support 
 
Adjourn 

Select the workshop you would like to attend and pay at least one week in advance (all workshops are the same): 

Monday 05/12/2014                           Thursday 09/18/2014                             Thursday 11/20/2014     
Name: ______________________________________ Email: _____________________________________ 

Organization: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _____________________________State: ______ Zip: _____________ Phone: ____________________ 

*Detach this registration form and mail to: Green Infrastructure Center, P.O. Box 317, Charlottesville, VA 22902  
With payment of $100 if 30 days in advance or $130 if less than 30 days. If paying by credit card, call 434-244-0322  
You may also register by email: send this form to: workshops@gicinc.org         Space is limited so register early! 
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Do  you  wan t to  adve rtis e  in  NEW SBR IEF?

N ew sb r i ef  i s p u b l i sh ed  f o u r  t i m es a year  an d  sen t  t o  an  im p r essi v e

l i st  o f  p l an n i n g p r o f essi on al s f r om  ar ou n d  t h e st at e o f   V i r g i n i a.

N o t  on l y  i s o u r  n ew sl et t er  em ai l ed  t o  h ou seh o l d s an d  b u si n esses,

b u t  o u r  on l i n e v er si o n  h as t h e p o t en t i a l  t o  r each  t h e en t i r e w o r l d !

P l ease con t act  R ob i n  M o r r i son , Ch ap t er  A dm i n i st r at o r  at

o ffice@apavirgin ia .o rg t o  r eser v e you r  ad  t o d ay .

F o r  su bm i ssi on  r eq u i r em en t s p l ease v i si t  o u r  w eb si t e at

h ttp:/ / apavirgin ia .o rg/ adve rtis in g .

W an t  t o  ad ver t i se b u t  d on ’t  h ave an y t h i n g d esi gn ed ? O u r  gr ap h i c

d esi gn er  w i l l  assi st  y ou  f o r  a f l a t  f ee o f  $ 50 .0 0 .

1/ 8  page

3  ½ ”  W  x  2  ½ ”  D

$ 10 0 .0 0  p er  i ssu e o r  $ 3 0 0 .0 0  p er  year

1/ 4  page

3  ½ ”  W  x  4  ½ ”  D

$ 175 .0 0  p er  i ssu e o r  $ 52 5 .0 0  p er  year

1/ 2  page

7 ½ ”  W  x 4  ½ ”  D

$ 2 50 .0 0  p er  i ssu e o r  $ 750 .0 0  p er  year
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Fo llow  

u s  at

hom e  

o r on  

the  go !

www.apavirginia.org
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newsbriefeditor@apavirginia.org

Wade Burkholder, AICP, Assistant Editor
wburkholder@botetourtva.us
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jmay@rockinghamcountyva.gov

Robin Morrison, Chapter Administrator
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The opinions expressed herein are those of the authors and do not

necessarily reflect the views of APA Virginia or its Board of Directors.
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