
Laos: Travel Planning Tips 

Planning a t r ip to Laos?  By now you m ight  have done your research, and 
know a bit  about  Laos. You m ight  already get  excited and dream  of the place 
you’re heading to. But  wait !  You need to plan your t r ip a bit  before you go. 

A careful planning plays an essent ial role in determ ining your t ravel 
exper ience (good or not  so-good) . Here are som e t ips to keep in m ind when 
planning a t r ip to Laos. 

• Plan your it inerary carefully.  I t  helps saving hassle, t im e and m oney if you 

plan your routs thoroughly.  

 

I f you plan to go to other count r ies in the region before or after Laos (e.g 

Thailand, Cam bodia or Vietnam ), at  least  determ ine where to go first , 

next  and last  plus the ent ry/ exit  points in Laos. I t ’s im portant  to have a 

clear plan to avoid doubling back that  can eat  up your t im e and m oney. 

 

• Decide where and how to get  your tour ist  visa. Tourist  visas are now valid 

for 30 days. Here are two ways to get  the Lao visa:   

1. Arrange it  with the Lao Em bassy, either in your neighbor count r ies if 

there isn’t  one in your own count ry or in one of Laos's neighbor ing 

count r ies (Thailand, Cam bodia, Vietnam  and China) . Allow plenty of 

t im e if you chose this opt ion. 

2. Get  it  at  Lao border or airport . Tour ist  visa is issued at  m ost  Lao ports 

of ent ry. Visa fee ranges from  US$20 (China)  to US$42 (Canada) . 

Rem em ber to take exact  am ount  of m oney and 2 passport  photos for 

that .  

Please note that  not  everyone is eligible for Lao visa-on-arr ival, you 

bet ter check to m ake sure you aren’t  in the list  of “not  ent it le”  

nat ionalit ies. 

 

• Get  your passport  ready. Make sure your passport  is not  expir ing within 

the next  six m onths.  You won’t  be given a visa to enter Laos if your 

passport  has less than six m onths validity.  I t  can be worse if you plan to 



get  a Lao visa-on-arr ival, and arr ive at  a Lao border or Airport  only to find 

your passport  is invalid. 

• I f you consider taking ant i-m alar ial drugs, take it  well in advance 

because. You m ight  have awful react ions to ant i-m alar ial.  I f you take it  

too close to your t ravel date, you m ay st ill feel awful on your vacat ion. 

I t ’s best  to ask your doctor.  

• Sort  out  your t raveler check or credit  card(s)  for use in Laos. Take som e 

cash as well.  Sm all notes m ake it  easy when you need to buy things on 

the go like bot t led water and snacks. 

• Book/ buy your t ickets early. Book your t icket  as soon as you have a clear 

plan.  You can save good am ount  of m oney by purchasing your t icket  

early. Stay with the sam e air line during your ent ire t r ip to receive round-

t r ip or connect ing fare discounts. 

• I f you’re on m edicat ion ask your doctor for your prescr ibed m edicine. 

Take enough for the per iod of your t ravel.  I t ’s a good pract ice to keep 

them  in their  or iginal packages ( in case you have to declare at  the airport  

security checkpoint ) .  Put t ing them  in your carry-on bag to ensure that  

you have your medicine whenever you need.  
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