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JESUIT SOCIAL SERVICES 1977 – 2011 TIMELINE  
 

1976 17 December 'Four Apartments Hawthorn Limited' was registered as a 

company limited by guarantee.  
 
1977 January -Four Flats opened at Power Street Hawthorn as a hostel for young 

offenders 17 – 21 years of age. It was the only after-care program for young homeless 

offenders released from Victoria’s correctional institutions. Funding was provided by 

Department of Social Welfare, precursor to Community Services. Referrals came from 

Youth Training Centres at Parkville, Langi Kal Kal and Malmsbury as well as from 

Pentridge. Founding Staff were: Fr Peter Norden SJ, Paul Callil SJ, Sue Ellis and Alex 

Firmager.  
 
1979 Fr Peter Norden SJ returned to study and David Murray was appointed Director.  

 

1981 -82 A review recognised that the time and energy providing supervision in the 

hostel was preventing support staff from providing support to a wider group of 

released young offenders. The decision was made to close the hostel at Hawthorn 

and move to a non-residential centre at 1 Cambridge Street Collingwood. This 

operated as a service supporting released young offenders in the community and 

actively developing alternatives to residential care. Four houses were rented from the 

Ministry of Housing through the Youth Housing Program (with subsidised rent) and 

operated on a lead tenant model – a first in Victoria.  

 

1983 2 February 1983 The company changed its name to 'Four Flats Youth 

Services Limited'.  

 

1983 December David Murray resigned as Director.  

 

1983 – 84 82 young post release offenders supported -53% in adult prisons and 47% 

in Youth Training Centres. The target was to reach approximately 100 every year. 

The main criteria was young people who had the least family and community 

supports had priority.  

 

1984 January Mark Griffiths appointed Director.  

 

1984 Employment initiative established – a Garden started on a small block of land 

opposite the Good Shepherd Convent in Abbotsford with 12 months funding from the 

Commonwealth Employment Program, provided direct employment opportunities to 

youth in horticulture, landscaping and general labouring on 3 acres of land in 

Collingwood. Eighteen young people are employed part time.  

 

1985 By 1985, Jesuit Social Services had 7 staff and a total program budget had 

increased to more than $300,000 with the majority of the funding coming from 

government grants, philanthropic grants and general donations.  

 

1985 The Garden expanded to a two acre block in the grounds of the Abbotsford 
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Convent. A grant from RE Ross Foundation established the Youth Grow Garden 

Project. 17 young people worked on a part time basis.  

 

1985 First housing officer appointed – in recognition that accommodation was one 

of the most critical needs of young people released from prison. -29 young people 

accommodated in houses in Richmond, Collingwood, Brunswick and Northcote.  

 

1985 Fr John Brosnan retired as chaplain at Pentridge Prison and Fr Peter Norden 

SJ took up the role.  

 

1987 Mark Griffiths resigned as Director. Bernie Geary appointed Director.  

 

1987 A Rooming House opened in Nicholson Street Carlton to provide short 

term housing for young offenders immediately on release.  

 

1987 Establishment of Vietnamese Welfare Resource Centre(VWRC) – then known 

as St Vincent Liem Catholic Community -a community-based multi service family 

support agency. First Coodinator was Son Hoang Nguyen who is still employed. 

Funded by the then Federal Department of Labour and Immigration. Moved under 

Catholic Social Services auspice from 1994 -96. When Jesuit Social Services was 

formed in 1996, VWRC became part of Jesuit Social Services and moved to 

Flemington public housing estate.  

 

1987 In honour of Fr Brosan Four Flats began using the name Brosnan Youth 

Services (while remaining registered as Four Flats Youth Services Limited). A major 

fund raising drive raised sufficient funds ($300,000) to purchase 291 Sydney Road 

Brunswick. Named the Brosnan Centre, it was opened by the Premier of Victoria 

John Cain in April 1987.  

 

1988 An external evaluation, titled A Quality of Caring and funded by the Lance 

Reichstein Foundation, identified the risk of sliding towards supporting those young 

offenders most likely to succeed rather than the most needy. A  

decision was made to reinforce the focus on “those no one else wanted” and “those 
most likely to fail”.  
 

1988 Garden program was closed due to lack of funding. The Garden project employed 

12 young people. New funding found and the Garden resumed operating. Nationally 

this was a period when unskilled young people were experiencing much higher levels of 

unemployment than the overall average.  

 

1988 – 1990 The development of a number of outdoor programs -wilderness treks on 

Bogong High Plains provided, by what was then an outside contractor -The Outdoor 

Experience. This included cross country skiing, canoeing and white water rafting.  

 

1989 CONTEXT: De-institutionalisation in youth correctional, mental health and 

intellectual disability areas had a major influence on the future direction of Brosnan  

 

1989 Our work with intellectually disabled young offenders began. A young 

intellectually disabled person with a history of arson and sex offending came before 

the Parole Board (of which then Director Bernie Geary was a member). The then 
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Minister for Human Services (Kay Setches) offered Brosnan Centre funding to provide 

supervised housing for this young offender. Jesuit Social Services rented a house at 

Katawa Grove in Brunswick for young people under 21, recently released from 

custody and a registered client of Disability Services. Funded by Office of Intellectual 

Disability Services (OIDS).  

 

1990 Our house for intellectually disabled young offenders now moved from Katawa 

Grove, Brunswick to a house in Brunswick Road, we named Horizon House. It was still 

funded by OIDS.  

 

1991 Perry House initiated. The Department of Humans Services offered to fund a 

purpose built supervised residence for intellectually disabled young offenders.  This 

eventually lead to the construction of Perry House in Reservoir, opened in 1996 that 

was named after Brian Perry who had worked at both Katawa Grove and Horizon 

House.  

 

1992/3 More than half of the 171 released young offenders supported came 

from Youth Training Centres -a shift from 1984 when more than half came from 

adult prisons.  

 

1992 Vietnamese program established with a 6 month grant from the Myer 

Foundation. This was in response to the rising number of young Vietnamese in 

custody in Victoria. We employed a specialist youth worker – the first Vietnamese 

person in Victoria to stand in court with offenders (Hieu Nguyen). Establishment of 

“Rising Sun” house to provide accommodation for young Vietnamese men who had 
been released from prison.  
 
CONTEXT: Vietnamese cultural practices and attitudes led to families often rejecting 
young people if they offended. There were also many young Vietnamese on 
Community Based Orders who were living without stable accommodation, family 
support or other support networks.  
 
1994 1 September 1994. The company officially registers the name 'Brosnan Youth 
Services Limited'  

 

1995 On 3 April 1996 the company changed its name to Jesuit Social Services. 

The company began operating under a new Jesuit Provincial-appointed Board of 

Directors, with Peter Johnstone as the inaugural chairman. The organisation 

encompassed a number of programs which address the needs that Brosnan Centre 

recognised as unmet.  

The executive was made up of: Peter Norden SJ, Executive Director; Bernie Geary, 

Program Director and David Murray, Policy Director.  

The office was first based at the Jesuit property 140 Park Drive, Parkville.  

 

1995 Annual report noted:  

The National Mental Health Report published stating that 50% of those with a mental 

illness were not receiving any treatment and those who also struggle with alcohol or 

substance use generally receive little assistance from mental health professionals or 

the drug and alcohol treatment centres.  
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1995  A vision for criminal justice 

Jesuit Social Services Presentation: Making Thing Right: A vision for criminal justice 

Norden, P. (1995) 

 

 

1995 December. The purchase of our property in Derby Street Collingwood (now 

called Langridge Street), marking the first major initiative in programs intended to 

prevent young people drifting into the criminal justice system. Funding for the program 

came from Hugh Williamson Foundation ($300,000), the Jesuit Province ($50,000) 

and fundraising ($540,000).  

The two program sites at the end of 1995 were:  

Brosnan Centre – 291 Sydney Road, Brunswick 

Connexions -1 Langridge St (Derby St) Collingwood. 

This program was a response to increasing numbers 

of people with dual diagnosis of mental illness and 

substance misuse funded by the National Youth 

Suicide Prevention Strategy Initiative.  

Parenting Australia was housed at Langridge Street until 2001 when it moved to 
Lockington, The Vaucluse, Richmond.  

 

1996 The company registered the name Jesuit Social Services Limited on 3rd April. 

Brosnan Youth Services changed its name to the Brosnan Centre. The annual 

operating budget had increased to more than $1.8 million.  
 

CONTEXT: In the early years of the Victorian Kennett Government small welfare 

organisations were struggling to survive on their own. The following programs were in 

existence prior to 1995 and came under the umbrella of Jesuit Social Services in 1996.  
 
Big Brother Big Sister joined Jesuit Social Services in 1996. It had  

been established in 1980 and was then located in Windsor and then moved to 

Lockington in 2001.  
 
New Family Home originally established by Jesuit Refugee Service in  

1988, provided housing to assist young Vietnamese men without family support who 

wished to complete secondary studies or who needed support to begin tertiary studies. 

Two residences located at Power Street Hawthorn (the old Four Flats building) and 

Somerset Street Richmond.  Parenting Adolescents Australia (now Parenting 

Australia) -a program committed to developing professional training programs and 

consultancy services to those running parenting programs.  
 
The Outdoor Experience – wilderness therapy program previously run  

by DHS Drug Services Victoria -had been contracted to provide services for the 

growing number of wilderness experiences that Brosnan Centre offered their young 

people  
 
Richmond Community Care (RCC) – was formed in the early 1970s  

as a local residents lobby group. Kildonan Family and Youth Services provided 

resources and RCC began providing support for vulnerable families in the Richmond 

public housing high rise estates. It was located at 3 Belgium Avenue within the heart of 

the Richmond estates. RCC also conducted a family group home in the Richmond area 
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for children removed from their families and a temporary emergency unit for up to six 

children from the area.  

 Intensive home based support was also given for vulnerable families whose 

children were at risk of being removed into care or whose children were 

returning from care.  

 A “Living in Two Cultures” video and information kit was developed to 
strengthen family relationships within the Vietnamese community and to 

address the cross cultural and adolescent difficulties that were emerging.  

 

1996 Ian Dillon SJ was appointed Chaplain to Jesuit Social Services.  

 

1996 Parenting Australia (PA) held its second National Conference on Parenting – 
Parenting in the 90’s and Beyond: helping the next generation to grow. (PA‟s first 

conference was before they joined Jesuit Social Services)  

 

1996 Published Signs of Hope: A Catholic health care response to youth suicide 
Jesuit Social Services Research Paper: Signs of Hope: A catholic health care response 
to young suicide Murray, D. & Tehan, M. (1996) 
  
Program for parents 
Executive Summary of Evaluation by the Centre for Adolescent Health:  Program for 
parents (1998) 
 
1997 Pentridge Prison closed. Jesuit Social Services engaged a marketing company, 
and conducted public tours from November at the Melbourne Metropolitan Prison 
section of Pentridge. The public tours of the closed Pentridge Prison site attracted 
350,000 individuals, including 40,000 school students. This was a most effective 
community education program on the operation of the criminal justice system in 
Australia. Run by Peter Norden SJ and Rob Ware, Brosnan Centre Program 
Coordinator, the tours ran for 14 months and funds raised from this venture led to the 
purchase of 10 Dawson Street Brunswick, the current location of the Brosnan Centre. 
The Department of Human Services also contributed funding for refurbishment costs.  

 

1997 Jesuit Social Services established a partnership with St Vincent‟s Hospital, 

Turning Point and the Centre for Adolescent Health to establish the Youth Substance 

Abuse Service, a State-wide drug treatment service for young people 12 – 21 years.  

 

1997 Established Arts & Culture program at Langridge Street Collingwood, which 

went on to be named the Artful Dodgers Studio. Funded by William Buckland 

Foundation.  

 

1997 First Arts & Culture performance – „Persephone‟ utilising puppets,  

Directed by Michele Spooner plus a studio exhibition of drawings, prints, painting 

and body art.  

 

1997 ‘In the Can’ -Installations in the old Pentridge Prison. Twenty-one cells were 

transformed by the Artists on the theme of entrapment as part of the Melbourne Fringe 

Festival. Due to public demand the show was extended by 4 weeks and viewed by 

10,300 people.  

 

1997 Perry House, a purpose built supported residence in Reservoir for released 

young offenders with intellectual disabilities welcomed its first three residents in July 
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and was formally opened in December. (see 1988 above)  
 
1997 Pentridge Prison Tours: From solitude to sociability 
Jesuit Social Services Report: Pentridge Prison Tours: From solitude to sociability 
Vinson, T. (1997) 
 

1998 Jesuit Social Services held the conference Having It Both Ways, the first 

national conference on problematic drug and alcohol use and mental illness at 

the University Of Melbourne. Conference proceedings published. Edited by Maree 

Tehan and David Chong.  

 

1998 Domestic Violence Prevention Program operated in QLD, NT, WA, in 

partnership with Caraniche, training staff to work with young people to address 

domestic violence. Commonwealth Government funding.  

 

1998 Lease of Lockington, The Vaucluse from the Parish of St Ignatius, Richmond, to 

house Richmond Community Care and Big Brother Big Sister.  

 

1998 Central Administration moved to 321 Church St Richmond and the Ignatius 

Centre for Social Policy and Research is established to formalise our research, policy 

and advocacy activity.  
 
1998 Social Policy responses 

 
Connexions: An Integrated Service for Marginalised Young People 
Jesuit Social Services Report: Connexions: An Integrated Service for 
Marginalised Young People (1998) 

  
Workers, Unions and the Unemployed 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Address: Workers, Unions and the 
Unemployed Norden, P. (1998) 

 

Unequal in Life is funded and published. Professor Tony Vinson was engaged 

as the researcher for our first study into locational disadvantage.  
 
1998 Parenting Australia held 3rd National Conference on Parenting – Parenting in the 
90’s: dealing with the difficult issues.  

  
 
1998 ‘De-hinged’. Art installation comprising of doors depicting homelessness as part 
of the 2nd National Conference on Homelessness. Exhibited outside the Melbourne 
Town Hall and the Art and Community Conference, St Kilda Town Hall.  
 
1999 Jesuit Social Services initiated the establishment of ‘The Edge’ (a partnership, 

between Brosnan Centre, Caraniche and Malmsbury Juvenile Justice Centre) – a first 

as a drug treatment unit within a juvenile justice setting established by an outside 
organisation. Funded by Victorian Drug Law Enforcement Fund. „The Edge‟ still exists 

at Malmsbury.  

 

1999 – 2002 The Young Offender Pilot Program (YOPP) provided intensive one on 

one support for young offenders to help them move into employment. It was a 

cooperative agreement between Brosnan Centre and Malmsbury Juvenile Justice 
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Centre and funded by Commonwealth Department of Education, Employment, Training 

and Youth Affairs.  

 

1999 National Parenting Program funded by the National Youth Suicide Prevention 

Strategy initiated. Parenting Australia trained over 300 staff from Centacare and 

Anglicare to provide parent education training to over 3000 parents in schools in 18 

locations across Australia.  
 
1999 Social Policy Responses 
  

The Diversion of Young Offenders 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Diversion of Young Offenders Murray, D. 
(1999) 
   
The Question of Bail and Remand  
Jesuit Social Services Research Report: The Question of Bail and Remand Kiely, 
M. (1999) 
   
A Juvenile Justice Workshop 
Jesuit Social Services Workshop Report: Juvenile Justice Workshop (1999) 
 
   
Unequal in Life: the distribution of social disadvantage in Victoria and New 
South Wales 
Jesuit Social Services Publication: Unequal in Life: the distribution of social 
disadvantage in Victoria and New South Wales Vinson, T. (1999) 
 
General Practice Environments 
Research Report: General Practice Environments Lausberg, S. (1999) 
   
Assessment of Service Needs for Young People and Families 
Jesuit Social Services Research Report: Assesment of Service Needs for Young 
People and Families Digney, K. (1999) 

 

1999 Published Asian Gambling...Family Losses: a study of gambling related 

violence in the Vietnamese Community. (D.Tran).  

 

1999 Parenting Australia holds 4th National Conference on Parenting –  

Great survival techniques for the new millennium.  

 

1999 – 2000 By the 1999/2000 financial year, the operating budget had 

increased to almost $5 million. 56% of income was from state government 

grants, 9% from the federal government, 11% from trusts and philanthropy 

grants, 15% public donations and the remainder 9% was JSS program 

generated income.  

 

2000 -2003 Established Men & Family Relationships under Parenting Australia in 

partnership with Caraniche with funding by Family & Community Services. Program 

evaluated, Repairing Relationships Behind Walls, published 2002, by Tony Vinson 

and Maree Tehan (Facilitators Manual Me & My Family published 2003).  
 

2000 Jesuit Social Services bought 10 Dawson Street Brunswick (Brosnan Centre) 

through funds raised by the Pentridge Prison Tours, the sale of Sydney Road 
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Brunswick and funding by Department of Human Services.  

 

2000 Brosnan Centre began Bridging the Gap program for high risk young people 

released from prison.  

 

2000 Public art exhibition ‘Triptych’-three sculptures designed and constructed by 

participants for the Department of Human Services. Installed in the foyer of 555 Collins 

Street, Melbourne.  

 

2000 Christmas Cards. A joint initiative of the Smith Street Business Network and the 

RACV Foundation. Five cards designed by the participants and distributed through 

local businesses.  

 

2000 Published Risking Art -Art for Survival by Marsden, S. & Thiele, M. (Eds) outlining 

the role of the arts in services to marginalised young people. Launched at the 12
th 

Annual International John Hopkins Philanthropy Conference in Melbourne. Exhibition at 

Span Galleries in Flinders Lane involving 12 arts program including the Artful Dodgers 

Studio.  

 

2000 Published A Parent’s Treasure Chest – exploring the path to resilience by 

Constance Jenkin.  

 

2000 Published Evaluation of the Connexions Youth Suicide Prevention Initiative 

Ridge, D., Hee, A. & Aroni, R. (2000).  

 

2000 Published Jesuit Social Services Drug Policy by Peter Norden SJ and David 

Murray (2000).  

 

2000 Published. Assessment of the Service Needs of Low Income Families: 

Collingwood and Fitzroy Housing Estates. Guinness, C. (2000). This research 

conducted by Cathy Guinness and Kate Digney provided the basis for the 

establishment for the community development program that was to be established in 

the City of Yarra.  

 

2001 David Murray resigned to become CEO of Youth Substance Abuse Service 

(YSAS); Julie Edwards was appointed Jesuit Social Services Program Director.  

 

2001 – 2003 Sole Mates program established, under administration of Parenting 

Australia housed at Lockington. Early intervention program targeting young, isolated 

sole parents with young families to be matched with volunteer supporters. Funded by 

Perpetual Trustees and the Colonial Foundation.  

 

2001-2006 Family Connexions established – aimed to strengthen connections 

between young people with mental illness and/or substance misabuse and their 

families – direct service and training of workers (Initially under Parenting Australia 

moved under Education and Professional Services Unit in 2003.)  

 

2001 Nature vs Culture Art project funding by R>E Ross Foundation and Vic Health 

Community Participation Scheme where program participants explored their 

relationship with the urban and natural environment through  
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field trips. Exhibitions: ‘Xena Ponders Blue’ at Span Gallery. Public Art  

Installation in the City Square as part of the New Wave Festival.  

 

2001 September -The acquisition of the property, Montserrat, at Alexandra to provide 

the opportunity for our staff to supervise young people and families in need of a break 

from city life. Funded by Committee to Encourage Philanthropy in Australia (CEPA)  
 
CONTEXT: Our history of working in the local housing estate communities and a 
number of research activities -including Cathy  Guinness’ 2000 research on the 
Collingwood and Fitzroy Housing estates, the national response to Unequal in Life 
(1999) and a Victorian Government report called Burden of Disease (1996) which 
identified that City of Yarra had the lowest health status score of any municipality 
in Victoria -lead to a discussion with Victorian Government who subsequently 
funded Communities Together.  
 
A collaborative approach between Jesuit Social Services and City of Yarra resulted 
in developing programs focused on community growth rather than resourcing more 
individualised services.  

 

2001 Our Community Development Programs began to be called Communities 

Together. Our community work in the Richmond public housing estate extended to 

Collingwood and Fitzroy estates.  

 

2001 Art Exhibition ‘Identity’ – at the Dickerson Gallery with banners displayed 

on the Richmond, Fitzroy and Collingwood Town Halls, March 2002. Toured 

Launceston Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery. ‘Innerscent’ postcards launch 

at Richmond Town Hall November 2002. This was a partnership with Artful 

Dodgers Studio, Visionary Images and YSAS, as part of the Rotary Youth Arts 

Project. (Richmond Rotary Club and DHS).  

 

2001 Parenting Australia held 5th National Conference on Parenting – ‘It is in the 
shelter of each other that the people live’. 2001 Published Heroin use as a form of self-

medication (P.Norden).  
 
2001 Social Policy responses 
 

Repairing relationships Behind Walls  
Jesuit Social Services Report: Repairing Relationships Behind Walls Vinson, T. 
(2001) 
   
Heroin as a Form of Self-Medication 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Heroin Use as a Form of Self- 
Medication Norden, P. (2001) 
   
Unequal in Health: access to comprehensive health services 
Jesuit Social Services Publication: Unequal in Health: access to comprehensive 
health services Vinson, T. (2001) 
 
How the cookie crumbled 
 Unemployment in Australia and the Impact of Globalisation. Norden, P (2001). 

 

2002 Bernie Geary was appointed Executive Director and Peter Norden SJ became 

Policy Director.  
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2002 Colonial Foundation provided five year funding which enabled the 

establishment of Gateway in 2002.  

Gateway aimed to put young people with multiple and complex problems on a pathway 

to education, training and employment. Using a range of activities, the program 

provided the context for young people to gain accredited skills. Activities included: 

visual art and music, outdoor recreational activities, computer building, metal work, 

jewellery, training in hospitality.  

 

2002 Collingwood Community Information Centre (CCIC) was established at 

Collingwood public housing estate to provide an information and referral service. 

CCIC also ran accredited training courses, youth sport and recreation programs, art 

projects, cultural groups, English classes and health and well-being sessions.  

 

2002 Brosnan Centre began Pathways Juvenile Justice Housing Program 

in Dandenong.  

 

2002 Brosnan Centre began Correctional Services Employment Pilot Program 

for Men (CSEPP) in Morwell based out of Brosnan Centre.  
Jesuit Social Services worked with like-minded organisations to repeal the legislation 
marking the age jurisdiction at 18 for adult courts, providing 12,000 Victorian seventeen 
year olds the protection of the Childrens Court.  
Peter Norden’s involvement in the Victorian Criminal Justice Coalition provided 
ongoing, strong advocacy on a range of issues including those of relevance to Jesuit 
Social Services’ client group. 
  

2002 Position paper Crime & Punishment: moving from retributive to 

restorative justice. P. Norden.  

 

2002 Published The City of Yarra Public Housing Drug Education Project Guinness, 

C. (2002).  

2002 Published Unequal in Health by T. Vinson. Study compared access to 

comprehensive health care between the 30 most disadvantaged postcodes and the 30 

postcodes that fell in the middle range in the States of Victoria and New South Wales. 
 
2002 Social Policy responses 

 
Me & My Family Program Facilitator Manual 
Read Jesuit Social Services Program Manual: Me & My Family Program 
Facilitator Manual McNally, J. & Van Der Bossche, E. (2002) 
 
   
Repairing Relationships Behind Walls 
Read Jesuit Social Services Report: Repairing Relationships Behind Walls 
Tehan, M. & Vinson, T. (2002) 
   
Men & Family Relationships 
Jesuit Social Services Report: Men & Family Relationships McNally, J. (2002) 
   
The City of Yarra Public Housing Drug Education Project 
Jesuit Social Services Report: The City of Yarra Public Housing Drug Education 
Project Guiness, C. (2002) 
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P(ART)icipation and Social Change 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Paper: P(ART)icipation and Social Change 
Thiel, M. & Marsden, S. (2002) 
   
Unemployment and the Impact of Globalisation 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Unemployment and the Impact of 
Globalisation (2002) 
   
Globalisation and International Debt 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Globalisation and International Debt 
(2002) 
   
Globalisation Report 
Jesuit Social Services Report: Globalisation Report 30 May 2002  (2002) 
   
Globalisation Workshop Manila 
Global Economy and Cultures Project Report: Globalisation Workshop Manila 
April 2002 (pdf) (2002) 
   
The Outdoor Experience 
Jesuit Social Services Research Paper: The Outdoor Experience: a journey into 
the world of relationship Conway, J. (2002) 

 

2003 Community Justice Group Conferencing program established, located at 

Brosnan Centre. Based on restorative justice principles, this program supports young 

offenders to make amends for their offending.  

 

2003 Lost the site in Burnley for Youth Grow Garden. This led to decision to lease 

Victoria Street, Abbotsford to house a number of Gateway activities.  

 

2003 Communities Together Collingwood and Fitzroy housing estates became 

Neighbourhood Renewal sites.  

 

2003 – 2005 Established Inside Families program to work with prisoners with drug 

problems and their families, funded by Department of Justice.  

 

2003 Brosnan Centre started Transitional Assistance and Information Links 

Service (TAILS) in Dandenong.  

 

2003 Education and Professional Services Unit (EPSU) established to facilitate the 

sharing of the unique body of program and practice development within Jesuit Social 

Services to the advantage of other organisations and workers who engage with 

disadvantaged young people, families and communities.  

 

2003 Artful Dodgers Studio staged Catalyst Laneway Exhibition project – funded by 

City of Melbourne, Vic Health and RE Ross Foundation Two elements: Experimental 

documentary film project installation and an art exhibition in Knox Lane. This was the 

culmination of a 2 year project titled Nature vs Culture designed around a series of 

photo drawing and painting, soundscape installation for young people to explore their 

concerns about their physical world.  
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2003 Published Engaging Art -The Artful Dodgers Studio a theoretical model of 

practice. Thiele, M. & Marsden, S.  

 

2003 Published. Barriers to Employment: why jobs are hard to get if you live in high 

rise estates in the ity of Yarra (D. Holdcroft).  

 

2003 Published Me and My Family: Program Facilitator Manual. The manual was a 

comprehensive resource for implementing and facilitating a men's family relationship 

group program. McNally, J and Van den Bossche, E. (2003).  

 

2004 Julie Edwards appointed Executive Director, Board ratified title as Chief 

Executive Officer at AGM.  

 

2004 Established Support After Suicide providing support to individuals and families 

who are bereaved by suicide in the Northern Metropolitan Region of Melbourne. 

Funded by Commonwealth Department of Health & Ageing, under the National Youth 

Suicide Prevention Strategy.  

 

2004 Established XLR8 Mentoring program connecting young people (1220 years) 

who are on custodial sentences or involved with juvenile justice, with adult role models 

form the community to enhance pathways to education, training and employment. 

Operated in Southern and Eastern regions with an office in Dandenong.  

 

2004 Permaskills Program (Gateway project located at Atherton Gardens Fitzroy 

Housing Estate). Funded by AMP Boost and Helen McPherson Trust. Social Ventures 

Australia engaged by AMP Boost to oversee project.  

 

2004 The Rudder Project established -a Community Cultural Development arts 

mentoring program funded by the Arts Council. Mentorships provided to emerging or 

experienced artists interested in working with the Community Cultural Development 

(CCD) model developed within the Artful Dodgers Studio. Gateway participants who 

demonstrated the capacity for long-term commitment were paired with mentors who 

introduced and guided them through all sectors of the professional art industry.  

 

2004 Education and Professional Services Unit began a formal relationship with 

University of Melbourne Social Work Department, establishing a student unit for 

social work students on placement. The EPSU also began teaching two subjects: 

Young People with Complex Needs in the Bachelor of Social Work and Young People 

at Risk in the Graduate Diploma in Adolescent Health and Welfare.  

 

2004 A State-wide partnership with Melbourne City Mission, VACRO and Job Futures 

established to provide ongoing Correctional Services Employment Program 

(CSEP) – previously a pilot program. Brosnan Centre opened an office in Morwell.  

 

2004 Leased Victoria Street, Abbotsford premises for some Gateway activities -

Gateway Kitchen, Jewellery, Woodwork, Metalwork and an Art Gallery.  

 

2004 Annual Dinner Paul Keating, former Prime Minister is key note speaker 

at the Melbourne Town Hall with over 700 guests.  
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2004 Artful Dodgers Studio Shelter Project for the Melbourne Fringe Festival. 

Young people exhibited their artwork in the bus shelters of inner Melbourne.  

 

2004 Published Mobilising Community Participation . Communities Together (2004).  

 

2004 Published Community Adversity & Resilience (Tony Vinson). This was the 

second research mapping disadvantage by postcode -in NSW and Victoria.  

The concept of building stronger, more resilient communities through targeted 

interventions which came out of the research was influential in shaping the Bracks 

Government’s social policy action plan released in 2005, A Fairer Victoria. 

Considerable advocacy and promotion of this new approach was undertaken. Further 

papers, conference presentations and advocacy work completed by staff and 

students. 
 
2004 Social Policy Responses 
   

Early Intervention Parenting Program 
Jesuit Social Services Report: Early Intervention Parenting Program Jenkin, C & 
Jewell, P. (2004) 
   
NSW Poverty Forum - 'Education and Poverty' 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Paper:NSW Poverty Forum - 'Education and 
Poverty' Vinson, Tony. (2004) 
   
Prison is Not a Healthy Place 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Paper: Prison is Not a Healthy Place Norden, 
P. (2004) 
   
Australia's System of Institutionalised Child Abuse 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Australia's System of Institutionalised 
Child Abuse: Life Behind Razor Ribbon Wire for Children Norden, P. (2004) 
   
Restorative Justice Presentation 
Jesuit Social Services Presentation: Restorative Justice Powerpoint Presentation 
(2004) 
   
Working with serious violent crime using restorative justice conferencing 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Working with serious violent crime using 
restorative justice conferencing Griffiths, M. (2004) 
   
Mobilising Community Participation 
Read Jesuit Social Services Communities Together Publication: Mobilising 
Community Participation (2004) 
   
Restorative Justive: a new vision for criminal justice 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Restorative Justice: a new vision for 
criminal justice Norden, P. (2004) 

 

2005 Established the Horn of Africa Program in Flemington at request of 

community leaders who were impressed by the respectful relationship between the 

Vietnamese community and Jesuit Social Services (VWRC).  

 

2005 Leaving Care Mentoring program began to connect young people leaving 
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statutory care and the protective system with adult role models to make a smooth 

transition into community life. In May 2006 we opened an office in Mason Street, 

Dandenong for Southern Metropolitan Region.  

 

2005 Gateway Kitchen funded (originally called It‟s Just Fare). „Abbotsford Biscuits‟ 

launched; a catering enterprise and a real work environment training facility for program 

participants.  

 

2005 Strong Bonds – evolved from Family Connexions – Funding received from 

William Buckland Foundation to build capacity of workers engaging with young people 

to practice in a family sensitive way; to provide resources directly to families with young 

people struggling with mental illness, drug problems and other complex problems and 

to workers. It involved the development of a website and tip sheets, plus training for 

workers.  

 

2005 Jesuit Social Services Annual Dinner became a fundraising event for the first 

time, building on the networking and stakeholder relations focus of previous dinners. 

Guest speaker Simon Overland, Assistant Commissioner, Crime Victoria Police. 

 

2005 Published Mutual Trust: an alternative to 'mutual obligation' in Australian 

aid (M. Nguyen) – a joint research project with UNIYA.  

 

2005 Published Keeping Them Connected: a national study examining how Catholic 

schools can best respond to incidents of illicit drug use. (P. Norden)  

 

2005 Social Policy Responses 

A number of key papers and submissions to Inquiries were completed by staff and 

students, covering a wide range of social issues of critical national and state 

importance 
 
HIV/AIDS in Asia and the Pacific Region 
Read Jesuit Social Services Conference Paper: HIV/AIDS in Asia and the Pacific 
Region Norden, P. (2005) 
   
Is there a Jesuit Response to the HIV Epidemic? 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Is there a Jesuit Response to the HIV 
Epidemic? Norden, P. (2005) 
   
Caring for our Co-Morbid youth 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Caring for our Co-Morbid youth Martyn, 
Tim. (2005) 
   
New Workplace Relations Amendment Bill 2005 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: New Workplace Relations Amendment 
Bill 2005 Martyn, Tim. (2005) 
   
A Lifetime Without Work 
Read Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: A Lifetime Without Work Martyn, 
Tim. (2005) 
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Education: Breaking the Poverty Cycle 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Education: Breaking the Poverty Cycle 
Martyn, Tim. (2005) 
   
Social Justice and Society 
Jesuit Social Services Address to Xavier College: Social Justice and Society 
Martyn, Tim. (2005) 
   
A part-time 'Working Nation'? 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: A part-time 'Working Nation'? Martyn, 
Tim. (2005) 
   
Enough work to go round 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Enough work to go round Martyn, Tim. 
(2005) 
   
Reconciliation: in or out of step? 
d Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Reconciliation: in or out of step? 
Martyn, Tim. (2005) 
  
Advancing Australia Fair 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Advancing Australia Fair Martyn, Tim. 
(2005) 
   
Vote 1 No More Poverty 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Vote 1 No More Poverty Martyn, Tim. 
(2005) 
   
Training for Work is more Effective than Working for the Dole 
Read Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Training for Work is more Effective 
than Working for the Dole Martyn, Tim. (2005) 
  
Mutual Trust: an alternative to 'mutual obligation' in Australian aid 
Jesuit Social Services Research Paper: Mutual Trust: an alternative to 'mutual 
obligation' in Australian aid Nguyen, Minh. (2005) 
   
Bail Act Review Submission 
Jesuit Social Services Submission to the 2005 Bail Act Review: Bail Act Review 
Submission Currie, Mark. (2005) 

 

2005 – 2006 In the 10 years from 1996 – 2006 the annual operating budget 

increased from $1.8 million to more than $6.5 million. In 2006, the State 

government continued to be our major funder, contributing 50% of our total 

income. Trusts and philanthropy grants contributed 24%, Federal government 

grants were 14%, public donations 7%, program generated income 5% and local 

government grants 1%.  

 

2006 Jesuit Social Services is awarded the International Spirit at Work Award in 

New York. CEO Julie Edwards presents at the Conference and accepts Award.  

 

2006 Support After Suicide funding extended to operate across 

metropolitan Melbourne.  

 

2006 The Bush Hut house and property was acquired to accommodate The Outdoor 
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Experience (TOE) with 21 year “peppercorn‟ lease for a house and land from Parks 

Victoria. Initial refurbishment funding by Alcohol Education Rehabilitation Foundation 

and the Proceeds of Crime Commission. Further funding and support received from 

Bowen’s Timber. TOE to move there in March 2007.  

 

2006 Jesuit Social Services is awarded Registered Training Organisation (RTO) 

status. The scope of works includes units from Business Services, Community 

Services, Visual Arts and Craft Design & Outdoor Recreation training.  
 
2006 Annual Fundraising Dinner featured Professor Dorothy Scott OAM, Foundation 
Chair in Child Protection and the Director of the Australian Centre for Child Protection 
at the University of South Australia head of Social Work, University of Melbourne 
 

2006 The restorative justice area remained a focus. Jesuit Social Services developed a 

policy discussion paper recommending the extension of Restorative Justice Group 

Conferencing into the adult courts ie for young people up to 25 years. The Attorney-

General committed to a pilot project to be established at Neighbourhood Justice Centre 

in Collingwood in 2007.  

 

2006 Submission by Jesuit Social Services to the Senate Inquiry into Mental Health.  

 

2006 Brosnan Centre held a highly successful fundraising Trivia Night at Xavier 

College, Kew.  

 

2006 Mapping the City Book and Art on Film CD Launch by the Artful Dodgers Studio. 

The project was developed from the 2003 Catalyst project to create a living map of the 

city based on the experiences of those young adults who live on, play in and have 

stories about Melbourne. Funded by Colonial Foundation, Vic Health, Australia Council 

and City of Melbourne.  

 

2006 Conversations at the Watchhouse – a series of conversations about community 

art projects and the justice system by the young people and artist of  the Artful Dodgers 

studio.  

 

2006 Duality Art Exhibition – art exhibition by the young people in the Artful Dodgers 

Studio at Richmond Creative Arts Centre  

 

2006 Published Not So Straight: a report examining same-sex attracted school 

students. (P. Norden)  
 
2006 Policy responses 

 
Submission by Jesuit Social Services to the Senate Inquiry into Mental 
Health 
Jesuit Social Services Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Mental Health (2006) 
   
A Policy Discussion Paper on the Development of a Young Adult 
Restorative Justice Conferencing Program in Victoria 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: A Policy Discussion Paper on the 
Development of a Young Adult Restorative Justice Conferencing Program in 
Victoria (2006) 
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Catholic Social Services Annual Conference - National Poverty Week 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Address: Catholic Social Services Annual 
Conference - National Poverty Week Norden, P. (2006) 
   
Christian Teaching Opposes the Death Penalty 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Christian Teaching Opposes the Death 
Penalty Norden, P. (2006) 
   
Comparing the cost effectiveness of Australia's Work for the Dole with the 
UK's New Deal for Young People 
Research Article: Comparing the cost effectiveness of Australia's Work for the 
Dole with the UK's New Deal for Young People Gu, J. (2006) 
 
Development of A Young Adult Restorative Justice Conferencing Proposal 
for Victoria 
Jesuit Social Services Report: Development of A Young Adult Restorative Justice 
Conferencing Proposal for Victoria Griffiths, Mark. (2006) 
   
The Community Within & Without: The Role of Reflection in Restorative 
Justice 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Paper: The Community Within & Without: The 
Role of Reflection in Restorative Justice Griffiths, Mark. (2006) 
   
Community Partnerships in Highrise Estates 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Paper: Community Partnerships in Highrise 
Estates Guinness, C. (2006) 

 

2007 Jesuit Social Services 30th anniversary 1977 – 2007.  

 Mass – 18th February  

 Annual Fundraising Dinner 28th April 2012 Martin Flanagan, author and The Age 

journalist and Paul Kelly singer/songwriter 

 Commissioned history project including four recorded conversations and 

production of a book  
 

2007 Brosnan Centre began Start Over crime prevention program. The City of Yarra 

based Start Over program aimed to divert 12-18 year old young offenders from further 

involvement in the criminal justice system by providing support, advocacy and 

pathways to further education, training and jobs, while also fostering self-esteem and 

confidence, and developing participants' social skills and self awareness.  

 

2007 Brosnan Centre began Women’s Integrated Supported Program (WISP) 

funded by the Department of Justice providing pre and post release support to 

women 25 years and under on their release from prison. This support includes 

finding independent and supported accommodation, outreach, drug and alcohol 

counselling, employment/training advice, family and relationship counselling, court  

advice and advocacy, and institutional visiting.  
 
2007 Strong Bonds (2) obtained funding from Buckland Foundation to extend original 
program to address needs of new and emerging communities.  
 
2007 The 40th anniversary of the execution of Ronald Ryan provided an opportunity for 
strong advocacy relating to Australia’s responsibility to advocate for an end to the death 
sentence, particularly in countries in our region.  
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2007 Published Dropping off the Edge: the distribution of disadvantage in Australia by 

Tony Vinson. This expanded the research into locational disadvantage from Unequal in 

Life (1999) and Community Adversity and Resilience (2004) which focused on VIC and 

NSW, to a national level, mapping all States and Territories. The project was a 

collaboration between Jesuit Social Services and Catholic Social Services Australia.  

 

2007 The Outdoor Experience moved into the Bush Hut in Kew.  

 

2007 INTERLINK exhibition by Artful Dodgers Studios participants, combined a vibrant 

collection of painting, digital art, sculpture and music exhibited in local shops, 

businesses and galleries in Collingwood and Fitzroy. INTERLINK was funded by the 

Australia Council for the Arts, the Colonial Foundation, the Victorian Government and 

VicHealth.  

 

2007 Tunnel Project -Instead of installing security cameras and painting the walls 

grey, Melbourne City Council funded the Artful Dodgers Studios to cover the walls of 

the underpass under Royal Parade near Park Street in North Carlton with Street Art 

and Graffiti Mural. Tunnel launched 27
th 

July.  

 

2007-2008 Gateway received Victorian government funding from a number of 

departments. Funding administered by Department of Industry, Innovation and 

Regional Development (DIIRD); part-funding by Colonial Foundation.  
 
2007 Social Policy responses 
 

Strategies to promote the Social Movement of Restorative Justice in 
Corrections 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Paper: Strategies to promote the Social 
Movement of Restorative Justice in Corrections Griffiths, M. (2007) 
  
Finding a balance: Issues in a partnership between a non-government 
organisation and African refugee communities 
Jesuit Social Services Conference Paper: Finding a balance: Issues in a 
partnership between a non-government organisation and African refugee 
communities Guinness, C. (2007) 
   
Model for responding effectively to young people with mental health, 
substance misuse and other complex needs 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement:  Model for responding effectively to 
young people with mental health, substance misuse and other complex needs 
(2007) 
   
Renovating our housing system for affordability and sustainability's sake 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Renovating our housing system for 
affordability and sustainability's sake Tuohey, A. (2007) 
   
Jesuit Social Services' submission to Stronger Community Organisations 
Project 
 Jesuit Social Services' submission to Stronger Community Organisations Project 
Tuohey, A. (2007) 
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Sudanese, like other refugees, deserve the best chance to settle here 
Jesuit Social Services Policy Statement: Sudanese, like other refugees, deserve 
the best chance to settle here Tuohey, A. (2007) 

 

2008 Former Director, Peter Norden SJ left Jesuit Social Services.  
 
2008 Annual Fundraising Dinner with guest speaker The Hon. Jenny Macklin MP- 
Federal Minister for Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs. 
 

2008 Jesuit Provincial Mark Raper SJ asked Jesuit Social Services to become the lead 

agency for the Province in the field of social justice in Australia.  

 

2008 Western Sydney – Holy Family Social Services. Following more than two years 

engagement with local stakeholders, Jesuit Social Services extended its program base 

from Victoria for the first time. The organisation entered into partnership with the local 

community at Holy Family parish, Mt. Druitt which had come recently under the care of 

the Jesuits. This built on the Jesuits’ long commitment to the area via Loyola Senior 

High School. Work undertaken with families and individuals in an effort to address the 

extreme disadvantage faced in this region of Western Sydney  

 

2008 Jesuit Volunteers Australia Jesuit Social Services took over responsibility 

for Jesuit Volunteers Australia (JVA), operating in Victoria, New South Wales and 

Western Australia.  

 

2008 Jesuit Social Services commenced engagement at Alice Springs by invitation of 

the Parish Priest at Our Lady of the Sacred Heart (Fr Jim Knight SVD) and then by the 

Capacity Building Working Group (group of local Indigenous and non-Indigenous 

people). The work involves assisting local Eastern and Central Arrernte people to 

improve their situation and to have more control over their lives.  

 

2008 Artful Dodgers.tv website launched at Jesuit Social Services Collingwood – 

funded by Westpac Foundation. The website development project aimed to increase 

marginalised young people’s access to information technology and to teach themto 

develop their skills in web-site development, marketing and promotion skills and basic 

business. The website is used as a marketing and promotional tool for the young 

people’s art work and music and to  

promote their skills and abilities.  

 

2008 Brosnan Youth Services – Became the lead agency in partnership with other 

key community service organisations, in delivering Youth Justice Community Support 

Services in the Eastern, North-Western and Southern metropolitan regions of 

Melbourne. The funding enabled Brosnan Youth Services to build on its current range 

of programs and continue its vital work with young people in the justice system. Jesuit 

Social Services wrote the model that was later adapted across the state in every 

Department of Human Services region.  

 

2008 The Brosnan Centre program changed its name back to Brosnan Youth Services 

to reflect the growing programs across the state.  

 

2008 Jesuit Social Services established a base in Eastern Regional Metropolitan 

region of Melbourne co-locating with YSAS. 



____________________________________________________________________ 

Jesuit Social Services Timeline 1977 – 2012        (June 2012)                                                           21 

 

 

2008 Konnect Indigenous Program Jesuit Social Services developed a cultural 

specific intensive support program and began delivering the first state wide intensive 

pre and post release support program for Indigenous people leaving prison. The 

program works to build the capacity of participants through partnerships with 

government and indigenous agencies. The program also aims to build the capacity of 

mainstream organisations to work in a culturally competent manner with Aboriginal 

people and communities, to better meet the needs of Aboriginal men and women 

exiting prisons. Support is based on culturally competent best practice, is holistic and is 

provided predominantly on an outreach basis.  

 

2008 Improved Services Initiative (2008-2011) commenced in Jan 2008, with federal 

government funding. The aim of the project was to build the capacity of the 

organisation to better identify and respond to people with drug and alcohol problems 

and mental illness (often referred to as co-morbidity or dual diagnosis).  

 

2008 Esther's Voice, a three year research and policy project with MacKillop Family 

Services and Good Shepherd Youth and Family Services was established.  
 

2008 Reframing the Future funding received by Gateway which aimed to 

strengthen the skills and knowledge of staff in delivering accredited training, through 

the range of Gateway Programs.  

 

2008 Inaugural Chairman of the Board, Peter Johnstone, retired after 12 years. 

Patricia Faulkner AO became the Chairman of the Board.  

 

2008 Brosnan Youth Services, was involved in the launch of St Kilda  

Festival’s first indigenous art exhibition. This exhibition provided a public forum  

for viewing contemporary works created by Indigenous visual artists in custody in 

Victoria.  
 
2008 Social Policy Responses 
 

Towards a more youth friendly Victoria 
Jesuit Social Services submission to the Victorian Government's Vulnerable 
Youth Framework discussion paper (2008) 
 
A bridge that leads the way to many other bridges 
 Jesuit Social Services submission to the Parliament of Victoria - Drugs and 
Crime Prevention Committee 'Inquiry into Strategies to Prevent High Volume 
Offending by Young People' (2008) 
 
Aiming high for carbon pollution reduction with fairness for people and 
families living on low incomes 
 Jesuit Social Services submission to the Australian Government's Carbon 
Pollution Reduction Scheme Green Paper (2008)  
 
Better understanding and appreciation of the not-for-profit sector in 
Australia 
 Jesuit Social Services submission to the Senate Standing Committee on 
Economics 'Inquiry into the Disclosure Regimes for Charities and Not-for-profit 
Organisations'  (2008) 
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The literacy and numeracy gap for disadvantaged young people 
 Jesuit Social Services submission to the Australian Government's Language, 
Literacy and Numeracy Program Services consultation (2008) 
 
A whole-of-life approach to young people's mental health 
 Jesuit Social Services submission to the Victorian Government's 'Because 
mental health matters' consultation (2008) 
 
Employment and a life of social and economic participation for all 
Jesuit Social Services submission to the Australian Government's National 
Mental Health and Disability Employment Strategy consultation (2008)  
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2008-2009 Gateway received Victorian government funding from a number of 

departments, administered by Department for Victorian Communities (DVC); part-

funding by Colonial Foundation continued for final year.  

 

2008 CEO Julie Edwards attended Ignatian Advocacy Meeting in Spain marking the 

strengthening of Jesuit Social Services’ international engagement. 
 
2009 Annual Fundraising Dinner with guest speaker Waleed Aly, lawyer, journalist and 
social and political commentator. 
 

2009 Just Leadership Breakfast Series was launched in April 2009. The series 

targeted young professionals and emerging leaders across corporate, community and 

government sectors. This initiative was conducted in partnership with the National 

Australia Bank (NAB) and in collaboration with Mallesons Stephen Jaques, BP and the 

City of Melbourne. The breakfast series was a first step in a next generation strategy 

for Jesuit Social Services to engage with and encourage the leaders of the future in 

their quest to build a just society.  

 

2009 NAB Economic Inclusion Program .A joint program led by Jesuit Social 

Services in partnership with National Australia Bank and Adult Multicultural Educational 

Services (AMES) piloted an initiative to provide work experience to skilled African 

Australians who had not been able to gain work. It involved three months of paid work 

experience with the bank. OUTCOME = ongoing programs and permanent employment 

for several participants.  

 

2009 Pictures, Words and Music book of collected poetry and lyrics with an 

accompanying CD – was launched by Artful Dodgers Studios at The Crom on 30th Juy, 

with performances by young hip hop artists who contributed work to both the book and 

CD.  

 

2009 Out of My Head exhibition by Artful Dodgers Studios participants at Signal 

@ Northbank -an exhibition of installations.  

 

2009 Jesuit Social Services convened first Province wide cross ministry Social Justice 

Gathering at Angelsea. Fernando Franco SJ (Jesuit Social Justice Secretariat - Rome) 

and Denis Kim SJ (Social Apostolate Coordinator of Asia Pacific) participated.  

 

2009 CEO Julie Edwards attended Jesuit Conference of Asia Pacific social 

apostolate meeting in Philippines and visited Jesuits work in Mindanao, the 

Philippines.  

 

2009 StrongBonds New materials for culturally and linguistically diverse families and 

workers launched on StrongBonds website, including help sheets in Arabic and 

Vietnamese. Training in family aware practice with culturally and linguistically diverse 

communities provided to Jesuit Social Services staff and Berry Street staff.  

 

2009 Jesuit Social Services submission to National Human Rights Consultation  

 

2009 Building hope, skills and confidence Submission to the Australian Human 

Rights Commission inquiry into African Australians and human rights and social 
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inclusion issues  

 

2009 Jesuit Social Services appoints a project officer to develop business case for 

Jesuit Community College.  

 

2009 Support After Suicide submission to Senate Committee Inquiry into Suicide  
 
2009 Protecting the rights of the most disadvantaged -  Jesuit Social Services 
submission to the National Human Rights Consultation  
 

2009 The Vietnamese transitional support program through Brosnan Youth Services 

was established to address the rising numbers of Vietnamese women needing 

support on exiting prison.  

 

2009-2011 Gateway received funding from Victorian government -

administered by Department of Human Services.  

 

2010 CEO Julie Edwards attended meeting of core group assisting Jesuit Conference 

of Asia Pacific, in Philippines and visited Jesuit work in Mindanao, the Philippines.  
 
2010 Annual Fundraising Dinner with guest speaker Julia Gillard, Deputy Prime 
Minister; Minister for Social Inclusion   
 

2010 April QICSA audit undertaken; in December accreditation received for all 

Victorian programs.  

 

2010 CEO Julie Edwards attended meeting about Governance of National Natural 

and Mineral Resources in Ranchi, India.  

 

2010 Gertrude St Projection Festival Artful Dodgers Studios participants projected 

short films along Gertrude St as part of a project funded by the City of Yarra  

 

2010 CEO Julie Edwards visited Jesuit works in China.  

 

2010 Into The Shed a group exhibition from the Artful Dodgers Studios took place at 

45 Downstairs in October.  

 

2010 Kitchen closure Decision made by Jesuit Social Services to close the kitchen 

and exit from the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations 

(DEEWR) contract because the enterprise was not able to become financially 

sustainable with the contract’s timetable.  

 

2010 CEO Julie Edwards attends meeting of social apostolate in Klaten, Indonesia 

focussing on migration.  

 

2010 Start Over program commences in Whittlesea (ceased in Cities of Yarra 

and Darebin). 

 

2010 Director of Service and Innovation, Amanda Watkinson along with two 

Arrernte people from Alice Springs area attended the Jesuit Companions in 

Indigenous Ministry meeting in Thailand.  
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2010 Transitional Assistance and Information Links Service (TAILS) - a remand 

program ceased.  

 

2010 Group Conference evaluation undertaken by KPMG (commissioned by 

Department of Human Services), demonstrated the success of the program.  

 

2010 Neighbourhood Renewal Funding, supporting our community development work 

on the public housing estates in the City of Yarra ceased. This brings to an end our 11 

year community development role on the housing estates. Collingwood Community 

Information Centre continues.  

 

2010 Just Leadership. Donor funds Just Leadership for three years. Just 

Leadership is designed to engage young professionals in thinking and action focused 

on the building of a more just society.  

 

2010  An organisation–wide process results in development and articulation of the 

organisation’s Way of Working and organisation and program logics.  

 

2010 Just Start training and employment program for Aboriginal young people and 

other young people exiting prison, began at Brosnan Youth Services.  

 

2010 African Visiting and Mentoring Program for African men in and exiting 

prison began. This is a first for Victoria.  

 

2010 St Ignatius Day celebrations held at Brosnan Youth Services in Brunswick. 

Jesuit Provincial Steve Curtin SJ and Father Brosnan’s family were in attendance.  
 
2010 -2013 three year funding obtained to develop service model at Collingwood 
Community Information Centre. 
 

2010 Published: Doing Justice: Reflections from thirty years of Jesuit Social 

Services 1977-2007, a collection of stories and memories from the first thirty years 

written by historian and staff member Jo Dunin.  

 

2010 Published: Moving from the Edge: stories of achieving greater social 

inclusion, by Professor Tony Vinson.  

 

2011 Published: Young people on remand in Victoria: balancing individual and 

community interests by Professor Tony Vinson and Dr Matthew Ericson.  

 

2011 Ecological Experiential Workshop facilitated by Fr Pedro Walpole SJ.  

 

2011 CEO Julie Edwards attends JCAP - social apostolate core group meeting in 

Philippines.  
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2011 Northern Territory Development Officer appointed based in Alice 

Springs. The position was funded by donor.  

 

2011 April Jesuit Social Services Chaplain Ian Dillon SJ died after 15 years of 

service to Jesuit Social Services.  

 

2011 Annual Fundraising Dinner Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO was guest speaker.  
 

2011 Refugee Services program established. Community Detention program for 
Unaccompanied Minors, in partnership with MacKillop Family Services and Catholic 
Care . This involves case management and cultural support to young people exited 
from detention centres from Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, Burma, Vietnam including support 
for medical, educational, torture/trauma services and life skills development.  
 
2011 Establishment of Young Men's Assertive Outreach Program- a Brosnan Youth 
Services two year pilot for homeless young men. 
 
2011 Jesuit Community College launched on 23rd May  by Minister for Higher 
Education and Skills, Peter Hall. The College is a Registered Training Organisation 
offering nationally recognised vocational education and training, non-accredited 
training, professional and personal development programs and community 
development programs. Education and training activity is built around three key areas - 
Skills for Learning, Skills for Earning and Skills for Volunteering. The College places 
high priority on helping people whose education has been interrupted develop 
foundation skills - basic literacy, numeracy and communication skills – as a key to 
social and economic inclusion. 
 
2011 Western Sydney program - The Store opened by Federal Minister for Social 
Inclusion Tanya Plibersek at Holy Family Social Social Services Mt Druitt. Our Food 
and Clothing Store serves the community with affordable food and clothes. The Store 
also serves as a retail training centre. 
 
2011 Western Sydney program  - Hospitality training space Ignite Café, was officially 
opened by Tony Burke MP (Minister for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population 
and Communities) and Ed Husic MP (Federal Member for Chifley) as part of the launch 
of the Mount Druitt Hub community space on Saturday 19th November 2011 
 
2011 National Justice Symposium "What does an effective and humane justice 
system look like?" On the 21st and 22nd of October, Jesuit Social Services, in 
conjunction with the Public Policy Institute (ACU), hosted a National Justice 
Symposium. Victorian Minister for Crime Prevention and Corrections, Andrew 
McIntosh, MP, opened the Symposium. Keynote address, former Victorian Supreme 
Court Judge and former Chair of the Victorian Adult Parole Board, Frank Vincent AO 
QC 
 
2011 Women's Integrated Support Program (WISP) - Awarded State-wide provider 
of pre and post release support to women exiting the justice system. 
 
2011 Konnect program - (Koori support services) Pre and post release support for 
Koori men and women  in Melbourne's Eastern and Hume region. 
 
2011 Link Out program - (Koori support services) Pre and post release support for 
Koori men in Melbourne's Eastern and Hume region. 
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2011 Restorative Justice Group Conference program expansion announced at 
Brosnan Centre by Victorian Community Services Minister Mary Wooldridge to include 
services at Dandenong and Melbourne Eastern region. 
 
2011 Cultural Connections, Brosnan Services  established – a youth justice program 
for Pacific Islander young people in the Dandenong area. 
 
2011 Social Policy responses 
 

Respecting the value dignity and rights of each person  
Submission to Northern Territory Parliamentary select committee on Youth 
suicide. 
 
Whole-of-government Victorian alcohol and drug strategy - Department of 
Health (Victoria) 
Submission to the Whole-of-government Victorian alcohol and drug strategy – 
Department of Health (Victoria) 
 
Inquiry into Access to and Interaction with the Justice System by People 
with an Intellectual Disability 
 Submission to the Law Reform Committee of Parliament's Inquiry into Access 
to and Interaction with the Justice System by People with an Intellectual 
Disability (September 2011) 
 
Review of Victoria’s Adult Parole Framework 
Submission to the Sentencing Advisory Council Review of Victoria's Adult 
Parole Framework (September 2011) 
 
2011 Senate Inquiry into Australia's Immigration Detention Network 
Submission to the Senate Inquiry into Australia's Immigration Detention Network 
(August 2011) 
 
2011 Review of Northern Territory Youth Justice System 
 Submission to the Northern Territory Government's Review of the Youth Justice 
System (July 2011) 
 
Study into the introduction of statutory minimum sentences 
 Submission to the Sentencing Advisory Council Victoria's study into the 
introduction of statutory minimum sentences (July 2011) 
 
Protecting the rights of the most disadvantaged 
 Submission to the Victorian Government's Review of the Human Rights Charter 
(June 2011) 
  
Inquiry into security and violence in hospitals 
Jesuit Social Services' submission to the Victorian Government's Inquiry into 
Security and Violence in Hospitals (June 2011) 
  
Protecting Victoria's Vulnerable Children Inquiry 
Submission into the 'Protecting Victoria's Vulnerable Children Inquiry' (April 
2011) 
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2011 - Christmas Cards  sold utilising a young woman participant at Jesuit Community 
College's  Artful Dodgers Studio's who designed the Christmas card cover. 
 
2012 Social Policy Responses  

Joint Standing Committee on Migration: Contribution of Migration to 
Australian Society 
Submission into the inquiry into the Joint Standing Committee on Migration: 
Contribution of Migration to Australian Society (January 2012)  
 
Australian Council of Trade Unions: Independent inquiry into insecure 
work in Australia 
Submission into the Independent inquiry into insecure work in Australia. 
 
Victorian Government Parliamentary Inquiry into Workforce Participation 
by People with Mental Illness. 

Submission to the Victorian Government Parliamentary Inquiry into Workforce 
Participation by People with Mental Illness. 

 
2012 Annual Fundraising Dinner with guest speaker Michael Malthouse, former 
coach of AFL Grand Final winner Collingwood 
 
2012 Expansion of Community Detention program to include single vulnerable men 
aged 18+years, in partnership with MacKillop Family Services and Catholic Care. Case 
management services provided.  
 
2012 Central Office relocated offices from 371 Church Street to 326 Church Street 
Richmond Victoria (behind St Ignatius' Church) which also houses the Support After 
Suicide program. 
 
2012 Brosnan Services - due to the expansion of services to include all ages Brosnan 
Youth Services title changed to Brosnan Services. 
 
2012 Dillon House – Brosnan Services residential program for young men leaving 
prison was named Dillon House in memory and honour of Jesuit Social Services 
chaplain Fr Ian Dillon SJ (1926 – 2011). Dedication by Fr Steve Curtin SJ Jesuit 
Provincial 6th July 2012. 


