
Introduc tion to Americ an Indian Studies |  Glendale  Community College  |  Spring 2011 

Instruc to r: Ra c he l H. Ca rro ll, MA 

Ema il: ra c he l.c a rro ll@ g c ma il.ma ric o p a .e d u 

Pho ne : (623) 845-3078 

Co urse : AIS 105 

Se c tio n: 54754 

Cre d its: 3 

Time : 12:00p m-12:50p m; Da ys: M/ W / F; Ro o m: CL 12 

 

Course  Desc ription: 

Intro d uc tio n to  p o litic a l, e c o no mic , a nd  so c ia l struc ture s o f Ame ric a n Ind ia n Na tio ns. 

Pro vid e s o ve rvie w o f Ame ric a n Ind ia n trib a l c ulture s p rio r to  c o nta c t, the  imp a c t o f 

Euro p e a n c o nta c t, a nd  the  influe nc e  o f we ste rn so c ia l syste ms o n trib a l na tio ns. 

Pre re q uisite s: No ne .  

Te xtb o o ks: 

 

Na tive  Ame ric a n Histo ry: A Chro no lo g ic a l o f c ulture ’ s va st a c hie ve me nts a nd  

the ir links to  wo rld  e ve nts – Jud ith E. Nie s, 1996. Ba lla ntine  Pub lishing  Co mp a ny 

 

Ame ric a n Ind ia n Trib a l Go ve rnme nts – Sha ro n O ’ Brie n, 1989. Unive rsity o f 

Okla ho ma  Pre ss 

 

Course  Competenc ies:  

  
 

 Introduc tion to Americ an Indian Studies  

1

 

Id e ntify a nd  e xp la in the  sig nific a nt issue s re la te d  to  the  q ue stio n o f "Who  is a n 

Ame ric a n Ind ia n? " (I)  

2

 

De sc rib e  trib e s a s so ve re ig n na tio ns p rio r to  c o nta c t a nd  re vie w a nd  c ritiq ue  we ste rn 

d o c ume nta tio n a s it d e sc rib e s Ame ric a n Ind ia n na tio ns p rio r to  c o nta c t. (II-III)  

3

 

Re vie w the  p o litic a l, e c o no mic , a nd  so c ia l struc ture s o f se le c te d  Ame ric a n Ind ia n 

na tio ns a s the y e xiste d  p rio r to  c o nta c t. (III)  

4

 
De sc rib e  the  imp a c t o f e a rly Euro p e a n c o nta c t o n Ame ric a n Ind ia n na tio ns. (IV)  

5

 

Exa mine  the  ro le s a nd  imp a c t o f ma jo r we ste rn so c ia l institutio ns o n Ame ric a n Ind ia n 

na tio ns d uring  the  p ro c e sse s o f c o lo niza tio n a nd  d o mina tio n. (V)  

6

 

Id e ntify a nd  d e sc rib e  the  ma jo r histo ric a l e ra s in Ame ric a n Ind ia n p o lic y a nd  e xa mine  

the  imp a c t o f the se  p o lic ie s o n Ind ia n na tio ns. (VI)  

7

 

Tra c e  the  e ro sio n o f Ame ric a n Ind ia n trib a l so ve re ig nty thro ug ho ut the  p o lic y e ra s. 

(VII)  

8

 

Exa mine  the  p ro c e sse s o f Euro p e a n a nd  Ame ric a n c o lo niza tio n, d o mina tio n, a nd  

e xp lo ita tio n o f Ame ric a n Ind ia n c ulture s a nd  life wa ys sinc e  c o lo niza tio n. (I-VII)  



9

 

Tra c e  the  histo ric a l e ro sio n o f tra d itio na l Ame ric a n Ind ia n c ulture s a nd  life wa ys sinc e  

c o lo niza tio n. (I-VII)  

Course  Outline  

I. Who  is a n "Ame ric a n Ind ia n"?   

A. De finitio ns  

1. Issue s o f Id e ntity  

2. Critiq ue  o f We ste rn Te rmino lo g y  

B. Blo o d  Qua ntum Re q uire me nts  

1. Fe d e ra l  

2. Trib a l  

3. Issue s  

II. Ame ric a n Ind ia n Na tio ns Prio r to  Co nta c t  

A. Trib e s a s So ve re ig n Na tio ns  

B. De mo g ra p hic s  

1. Po p ula tio n Estima te s Be fo re  Co nta c t  

2. Po p ula tio n Estima te s Afte r Co nta c t  

C . Sig nific a nc e  o f Ora l Tra d itio ns  

D. Re vie w a nd  Critiq ue  o f We ste rn Do c ume nta tio n  

1. Pre histo ry  

2. Tra d itio na l Life wa ys  

3. Culture   

4. Sp iritua lity  

III. Pre histo ry o f Trib e s Prio r to  Co nta c t  

A. So c ia l Struc ture s  

1. Po litic a l  

2. Ec o no mic   

3. So c ia l  

B. Trib a l Culture s a nd  Life wa ys  

IV. Ea rly Euro p e a n Co nta c t: Ove r vie w o f Ea rly Imp a c t o n Trib e s  

A. Ec o no mic   

1. Sp a nish Que st fo r G o ld   

2. Imp a c t o n Fur Tra d e   

3. Ensla ve me nt  

B. So c ia l  

1. Po p ula tio n De c line   

2. Ea rly Re sista nc e   

C . Ea rly Missio na ry Co nta c t  

V. Co lo niza tio n/ Do mina tio n: The  Imp le me nta tio n o f We ste rn So c ia l Institutio ns  

A. Re lig io n  

1. Co nve rsio n to  Christia nity  

2. Missio na ry Sc ho o ls  

3. Lo ss o f Tra d itio na l Sp iritua l Wa ys  

B. Ec o no mic  Syste m  

1. Ca p ita lism  

2. Lo ss o f Tra d itio na l Wa ys  

C . Ed uc a tio na l Syste m  



1. Bo a rd ing  Sc ho o ls  

2. Bre a kd o wn o f Tra d itio na l Life wa ys  

D. Sc ie nc e   

1. Sc ie ntific  Kno wle d g e  vs. Ind ig e no us Wo rld  Vie ws a nd  Kno wle d g e   

2. Ea rly Stud ie s in Cra nio lo g y  

VI. Ro le  o f We ste rn La w in Co lo niza tio n/ Do mina tio n: Histo ric a l Era s in Ame ric a n 

Ind ia n Po lic y  

A. Disc o ve ry, Co nq ue st, a nd  Tre a ty-Ma king   

1. Ma jo r Te ne ts  

2. Imp a c t o n Trib e s  

B. Re mo va l a nd  Re lo c a tio n  

1. Ma jo r Te ne ts  

2. Imp a c t o n Trib e s  

C . Allo tme nt a nd  Assimila tio n  

1. Ma jo r Te ne ts  

2. Imp a c t o n Trib e s  

D. Re o rg a niza tio n a nd  Se lf-Go ve rnme nt  

1. Ma jo r Te ne ts  

2. Imp a c t o n Trib e s  

E. Te rmina tio n  

1. Ma jo r Te ne ts  

2. Imp a c t o n Trib e s  

F. Se lf-De te rmina tio n  

1. Ma jo r Te ne ts  

2. Imp a c t o n Trib e s  

VII. Trib a l So ve re ig nty  

A. Ero sio n o f So ve re ig nty Thro ug ho ut the  Po lic y Era s  

B. Trib a l Go ve rnme nts To d a y  

 

Methods of Instruc tion and Evaluation 

Le c ture , c la ss d isc ussio ns, stud e nt p a rtic ip a tio n, re a d ing  a nd  writing  a ssig nme nts, g ro up  

a c tivitie s, te sts, a nd  e xa ms.  

Ac ademic  Misc onduc t 

Disc ip lina ry a c tio ns o r sa nc tio ns will b e  ta ke n if a  stud e nt is fo und  to  b e  te xt me ssa g ing , 

using  c e ll pho ne s, a ud io  ta p ing , c he a ting , p la g ia rizing , thre a te ning , o r a c ting  vio le ntly 

a g a inst a nd  ind ivid ua l. Suc h a c tio ns c o uld  re sult o f lo we ring  a  sc o re , c o urse  fa ilure , 

p ro b a tio n, c o lle g e  susp e nsio n, o r c o lle g e  e xp ulsio n. 

Attendanc e  Polic y 

Po ints will b e  d e d uc te d  fo r e a c h a b se nts o ve r 3 the re  will b e  no  e xc e p tio ns. Exc e ssive  

a b se nc e s will re sult in the  stud e nt b e ing  d ro p p e d  fro m the  c la ss with the  ne g a tive  

g ra d e  o f “ Y”  e a c h stud e nt is re sp o nsib le  fo r sig ning  his o r he r o wn na me  o n the  c la ss 



a tte nd a nc e  ro ste r e a c h p e rio d . Sig ning  so me o ne  e lse ’ s na me  will b e  a n a c t o f fo rg e ry 

a nd  will b e  tre a te d  a s suc h a nd  will b e  fo rwa rd e d  to  the  d e a n o f stud e nts fo r 

d isc ip lina ry a c tio n. 

Sho uld  yo u c ho o se  to  d ro p  this c o urse , yo u sho uld  g o  to  the  Enro llme nt Ce nte r’ s 

Ad missio ns & Re c o rd s De sk a nd  fo llo w the ir sp e c ific  instruc tio ns fo r withd ra wing  fro m a  

c o urse . In so me  c a se s my sig na ture  will b e  ne e d e d . Che c k the  la st d a te  fo r withd ra wa l. 

Student responsibilities 

‐ Ea c h stud e nt sho uld  a rrive  to  c la ss o n time  

‐ Sho uld  c he c k the ir e le c tro nic s to  ma ke  sure  tha t the y a re  turne d  o ff 

‐ Re fra in fro m te xting , twitte ring , fa c e b o o king , surfing  the  inte rne t  

‐ Co mp le te  a ll a ssig nme nts 

‐ Re a d  yo ur te xt 

‐ Pa rtic ip a te  in c la ss d isc ussio ns 

‐ Ask q ue stio ns 

‐ Re a d ing  a nd  fo llo wing  a ll c o lle g e  p o lic ie s in the  g e ne ra l c a ta lo g  a nd  stud e nt 

ha nd b o o k whic h c a n b e  fo und  o nline  

‐ Do ing  unre la te d  c o urse  wo rk in c la ss in a b so lute ly fo rb id d e n 

‐ Eve ry stud e nt is e xp e c te d  to  kno w a nd  c o mp ly with a ll c urre nt p ub lishe d  p o lic ie s, 

rule s a nd  re g ula tio ns a s p rinte d  in the  c o lle g e  c a ta lo g , c la ss sc he d ule , a nd / o r 

stud e nt ha nd  b o o k fo und  a t this we b  a d d re ss. 

(http :/ / www.g c c a z.e d u/ c a ta lo g / 2010-

2011%20G CC%20Ca ta lo g %20Up d a te / flipvie we rxp re ss.html)  

Grading 

A- 300-241 

B- 240-181 

C- 181-121 

D- 120-61 

E- 60-0 

Assignments 

Typ e d  in 12-inc h fo nt, d o ub le  sp a c e d  & c o ve r p a g e  with na me  title  a nd  d ue  d a te  

 

***The  syllabus func tio ns as a c o ntrac t be twe e n the  stude nt and the  instruc to r. The  

Instruc to r re tains the  right to  ame nd this syllabus at any time  thro ugh the  se me ste r. If the  

Syllabus is ame nde d the  instruc to r will le t the  c lass kno w. 

 



Student Form : Ple a se  p rint o ut this fo rm, sig n it a nd  b ring  it to  yo ur instruc to r who  will b e  

re sp o nsib le  fo r re ta ining  the  fo rm. 

Introduc tion to Americ an Indian Studies |  Glendale  Community College  |  Spring 2011 

Instruc to r: Ra c he l H. Ca rro ll, MA 

Co urse : AIS 105 

Se c tio n: 54754 

Cre d its: 3 

Time : 12:00p m-12:50p m; Da ys: M/ W / F; Ro o m: CL 12 

 

Instruc to r: Ra c he l Ca rro ll 

 I ________________________________________________ ha ve  re a d  the  sylla b us o n AIS 

105: Intro d uc tio n to  Ame ric a n Ind ia n Stud ie s & ha ve  und e rsto o d  the  info rma tio n a b o ut 

this c o urse . My sig na ture  d o c ume nts a nd  a g re e me nt to  a d he re  to  the se  p o lic ie s.  

 

Ple a se  sig n na me  a s p rinte d  a b o ve : 

 

________________________________________________ 


