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CITY SECTORS: MAJOR METROPOLITAN AREAS

 
 

Other City Sector Model Articles at:  

 

http://www.newgeography.com/category/story-topics/city-sector-model 

 

The City Sector Model Description 

 

The City Sector Model allows a more representative functional analysis of urban core, suburban and exurban areas, by the 

use of smaller areas, rather than municipal boundaries. The more than 30,000 zip code tabulation areas (ZCTA) of major 

metropolitan areas and the rest of the nation are categorized by functional characteristics, including urban form, density 

and travel behavior. There are four functional classifications, the urban core, earlier suburban areas, later suburban areas 

and exurban areas. The urban cores have higher densities, older housing and substantially greater reliance on transit, 

similar to the urban cores that preceded the great automobile oriented suburbanization that followed World War II. 

Exurban areas are beyond the built up urban areas. The suburban areas constitute the balance of the major metropolitan 

areas. Earlier suburbs include areas with a median house construction date before 1980. Later suburban areas have later 

median house construction dates.  

 

Urban cores are defined as areas (ZCTAs) that have high population densities (7,500 or more per square mile or 2,900 per 

square kilometer or more) and high transit, walking and cycling work trip market shares (20 percent or more). Urban cores 

also include non-exurban sectors with median house construction dates of 1945 or before. All of these areas are defined at 

the zip code tabulation area (ZCTA) level 

 


