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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Charge to the Sons of  Confederate Veterans 

"To you, Sons of 
Confederate 
Veterans, we will 
commit the 
vindication of the 
cause for which we 
fought. To your 
strength will be given 

the defense of the 
Confederate soldier's 
good name, the 
guardianship of his 
history, the 
emulation of his 
virtues, the 
perpetuation of those 

principles which he 
loved and which you 
love also, and those 
ideals which made 
him glorious and 
which you also 
cherish." 
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Mr. W. H. L. Wells 

1840-1939 

Wells Warrior 

February Meeting Rescheduled due to 

Weather 

A round of ice and snow forced the cancellation of our regular 

fourth-Tuesday meeting.  We were, however, able to 

reschedule for Thursday night.  Thanks go to the Bavarian Grill 

for their flexibility in allowing the meeting. . More information 

and pictures from the meeting can be found on page 3, 

“Meeting Highlights.” 

 

Image credit: www.weatherbook.com 
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Camp 

Community 

Activity 

 

Remembering our 

ancestors… 

Reminder: 

TEXAS DIVISION GUARDIAN 
PROGRAM 

[ 

As Confederate History Month in April approaches, let us be 
reminded that The Texas Division has instituted a special program to 
honor the memory of our Confederate Ancestors and to help ensure 
the preservation of their final resting places. Any Texas Division 
camp member in good standing, who has demonstrated his 
willingness to serve in this special capacity, and who is at least 
fourteen years of age, and has tended a Confederate soldier’s grave 
for two years prior, may become a FULL GUARDIAN. All compatriots 
are encouraged to participate in this most worthwhile program to 
honor our ancestors and protect their final resting places. 

The Guardian Program allows us to fulfill our mission as stated in 
Lee’s Charge to guard the good name and history of Confederate 
ancestors and to assist our communities in the maintenance of our 
burial grounds. 

Compatriots Bray and Ridenour are full Guardians in this program, 
and Commander Smoot is a Guardian Pro Tem.  If any other 
compatriots are participating, please contact the editor for 
recognition. 

More information on the Texas Division Guardian Program can be 

found in the July and August 2014 editions of this newsletter or at: 

http://www.scvtexas.org/uploads/TexasDivGuardianProgram.pdf. 

The application is available at: 

http://www.scvtexas.org/uploads/TD_Guardian_Application_Revised.

pdf. 
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Meeting highlights, February 24, 2015 

Bavarian Grill 
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1
st

 Lt Commander Installed at February 

Meeting 

1st Lt Commander Jim McBee was sworn in at the February 27th 

meeting. Camp Commander Richard Smoot administered the 

oath of office to 1Lt Commander-elect Jim McBee.  

1Lt Commander McBee was unable to attend the January 

installation of officers, as he was out of the country on a mission 

trip. 

Photo credit: Paul Ridenour 

Next meeting: March 24
th

, 2015 
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Presentation: William H.L. Wells 

Paul Ridenour 
Adjutant 

William H. L. Wells Camp 
Plano, Texas 

 

Adjutant Paul Ridenour offered an illustrated presentation on the life 

and career of our camp’s namesake, William Henry Lafayette Wells.  
Paul outlined his life’s story through his birth in Bedford County, 
Virginia in 1840, through his service as a private soldier in various 

infantry and artillery units during the War Between the States, up 

through his life in Plano Texas as a farmer and gentleman of 

substance. 

Paul reminded us that there are still tangible reminders of Mr. Wells 

in the Plano community, including his house on Coit Road (which is 

now the Sip and Savor restaurant) and Wells Elementary School on 

Mission Ridge Road.  

Mr. Wells was the last living Confederate veteran in Collin County 

when he died at age 98 in 1939.  He and his wife are buried at the 

Frankford Cemetery in far north Dallas.  A picture of his Confederate 

grave plaque, as shown below, graces the Camp Facebook page. 

Meeting highlights, February 24, 2015 

(Continued from page 3) 

Photo credit: Paul Ridenour 
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W. H. L. Wells Elementary School from 

school webpage 

 

Frankford Cemetery 

Photo credit:  Find A Grave, Brent Priddy, 

Contributor 

Meeting highlights, February 24, 2015 

(Continued from page 4) 

 

Wells Homestead, 

2015 

Photo credit: Paul Ridenour 

 

Photo credit: Paul Ridenour 

 



 

 

                     Meeting highlights, February 24, 2015 
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(Continued from page 5) 

 

 

 

 

Speaker Paul Ridenour 

and OCR guests 

Ladies’ photo credits: Paul Ridenour 

Photo credit: Paul Ridenour 

Facebook page 
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Message from Commander Smoot 

We had a rocky start to the new year in the form of ice and snow. The weather forced 
the cancellation and rescheduling of our February meeting from our usual Tuesday 
night to the following Thursday night. Additionally, the weather also caused the 
cancellation of the Southern Cross of Honor Grave Dedication ceremony for Pvt. 
John Mack at Concord Cemetery. This event will be rescheduled, and I hope that a 
number of us will be able to participate.  

As I stated last month, I would like our goals to be recruitment, retention, and 
engagement.  The goals are intertwined; if we can be engaged in the community with 
our fellow SCV members and with other heritage organizations, we can reach 
potential new members and retain our current ones.   

Additionally, I call upon our members to be respectful of each other’s opinion and 
considerate in their interaction with other in and outside of our organization.  We can 
have differences of opinion and still remain civil in our relationships. 

An organization such as ours faces some challenges in today’s politically-correct and 
uninformed society.  A generation of misinformation from the schools, churches, news 
media, and other opinion-forming institutions has tarnished the reputation of our 
ancestors and of heritage organizations that seek to remember and honor their 
sacrifices and contributions.  We must represent ourselves to the public as reasonable 
men if we hope to counteract the negative perceptions that many hold of us and that 
our enemies encourage.  We don’t need to come across as extreme. 

At the same time, we must speak out when our heritage is defamed or marginalized.  I 
know many of us wrote to Washington and Lee regarding the flag controversy and to 
the state of Texas regarding the license plate issue.  We also have the opportunity to 
be heard in preventing the removal of President Davis’s statue at the University of 
Texas. 

For those not familiar with this controversy, two students running for campus office at 
the University of Texas have filed legislation in the student government assembly to 
remove a statue of Jefferson Davis on the UT campus that was placed in 1933 along 
with other works to commemorate the reuniting of the nation after World War I. As is 
common now, the people clamoring for the removal see the statue as a monument to 
slavery, oppression, etc. Letters to the Board of Regents, especially from UT exes, will 
let them know how we feel.  Contact information for the board can be found at: 
http://www.utsystem.edu/board-of-regents/regents/contact-information. 

We can honor our ancestors and present a positive view to the community through 
participation in the many dedications and civic celebrations that are open to us.  I list 
these on the Calendar of Events and Activities page that follows this message. (If 
you know of other events that I have missed, let me know.)  If you cannot participate in 
uniform, come anyway.  Your attendance is participation and a clear demonstration of 
your support.  

As Past Commander Maynard has reminded us, this is our camp.  Please help us be 

the best camp we can be. 

I am always open to suggestions and can always use help. 

Richard Smoot  
Camp Commander 
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Page 8 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of  Events and Activities 
24 March 2015: Wells Camp monthly meeting, 7:00 PM (6:00 for 

dinner), Bavarian Grill (see page 8.) Program: Charles Hayes, James 

P. Douglas Camp #124, Tyler: Civil War Limericks: Anecdotes about 

personalities associated with the war. 

28 March 2015: Camp Ford Living History Event, Tyler, Texas 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1531980390401445/ 

1 April-30 April 2015: Confederate History Month 

11 April 2015: Medal of Honor Parade, Gainesville, Texas 

https://www.facebook.com/events/338822429658053/ 

26 April 2015:  Confederate Memorial Day by UDC Dallas 6 

Greenwood Cemetery, Dallas 

30 April-3 May 2015:  Jefferson Civil War Days, Jefferson, Texas 

http://www.jeffersoncivilwardays.com/Home/tabid/65/Default.aspx 

2 May 2015:  Bonham Heritage Days, Bonham, Texas 

https://www.facebook.com/events/878592728858635/ 

8-10 May 2015: 1865 Sesquicentennial Confederate Symposium, 
Chatfield, Texas (See pages 15 and 16) 
 
16 May 2015:  Seventh Annual Battle of Temple Junction 

Reenactment, Temple, Texas 

https://www.facebook.com/events/1578993152319847/ 

5-7 June 2015: SCV TX Division Reunion, Temple, Texas (See 

pages 11 and 12) 

http://www.scvtexas.org/uploads/2015_Reunion_Schedule.pdf 

http://www.scvtexas.org/uploads/2015_Texas_Division_Reunion_Reg

istration_rev.pdf 

9-12 July 2015: SCV National Reunion, Richmond, Virginia (See 

pages 13 and 14) 

http://www.jebstuartcamp.org/jebstuartcamp.org/2015reunion/docs/20

15_Schedule.pdf 

http://www.jebstuartcamp.org/jebstuartcamp.org/2015reunion/docs/20

15_Registration_Form.pdf 

30 October 2015: Candlelight and Roses Ball, Celina, Texas 

http://www.candlesandrosesball.com/home-page-1.html 

Wells Warrior 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

William H. L. Wells 

Camp #1588 

Plano, Texas 
 

Commander: Richard 
Smoot, 214 729-4413 
 
1LT Commander: Jim 
McBee 
 
2nd LT Commander: John 
Arms 
 
Adjutant: Paul Ridenour  
 
Chaplain: John Arms 
 
Color Sergeant: Leighton 
Thompson 
 
Past Commander: Gary 
Maynard 
 
Newsletter Editor: Richard 
Smoot 
 

We’re on Facebook! 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/172317579483694/ 

and on the web! 

http://www.planoscvcamp.com/1588/FRONT_PORCH.ht

ml 

Monthly Meetings 
Plano, Texas 

William H.L. Wells Camp 

1588 

We meet the fourth (4th) 

Tuesday of each month at 7:00 

PM (or join us to eat at 6:00 

PM) 

Location: Bavarian Grill, 221 
W Parker Rd, Plano, TX 75023 
(West side of Central 
Expressway in Ruisseau 
Village 
 
http://www.bavariangrill.com/ ) 
 

Camp information 

Meeting notice:  Tuesday, March 24th, 

2015, Bavarian Grill, 7:00 PM 

Program:  Charles Hayes, Civil War 

Limericks: Anecdotes about 

personalities associated with the war. 
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National headquarters of SCV: http://www.scv.org/ 

Texas Division of SCV: http://www.scvtexas.org/ 

Texas Division SCV- 4TH Brigade: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Texas-Division-Sons-of-

Confederate-Veterans-4TH-

Brigade/110656645705700?_fb_noscript=1 

Guardian Program: http://graves.scv.org/Guardian.htm 

Wells Camp website: 

http://www.planoscvcamp.com/1588/FRONT_PORCH.html 

Important  

Links 

 

 

To submit information for 

future newsletters, or for 

corrections or suggestions, 

please contact Richard 

Smoot at respln@flash.net. 
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Registration 

 
Sesquicentennial Confederate Symposium 

“Successful War, Honorable Peace, and Texas: 
The End of the Trans-Mississippi Confederacy” 

Chatfield, Texas 

May 8-10, 2015 

 
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________  

 

 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________ State: _____________________ Zip: ______________________ 

 

Email Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
                                (Unless notified to the contrary, your email address will be included on the attendee list.) 

 

Phone (Home): ___________________ Business: _____________________ Cell: __________________ 

 

 
SYMPOSIUM COST & PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 
Friday – May 8, 2015 
Pre-event Students Events and Living History are open to the public free of charge. 
 
Saturday - May 9, 2015 
Symposium beginning with check-in at 8:00 AM, Lunch, and speaker’s private reception and program (includes 
dinner) at 6:30 PM.  
 
Sunday’s “Breakfast with Bearss” begins at 9:00 AM. Tour follows. 
 
Adults @ $ 65.00 Each ---------------Number attending:  _________________  $___________ 
 
Students @ $15.00 Lunch -----------Number attending:  _________________  $___________ 
 
Students @ $15.00 Dinner-----------Number attending:  _________________ 
        Total   $___________ 
 
Additional Names:  ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Payment may be made by Check, M.O. or Credit Card (Visa, MC, Discover): 

                               Send check or M.O. to:  Sesquicentennial Confederate Symposium  

P. O. Box 26 

Chatfield, Texas  75105 

Call (903) 654-2066 to place your credit card order by phone.  

 
For more information, contact Rob Jones at (903) 654-2066 or email 

shadows1865@msn.com. Additional information to be published soon.  
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