
To enable w om en in all account ing and related fields to achieve their  full 

personal, professional and econom ic potent ia l and to contr ibute           

to the future developm ent  of their  profession. 
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Date: Tuesday, Sept  2 4 , 2 0 1 3  

Place: The Chat tanoogan 

Tim e: 1 1 :3 0  a.m . to 1 :0 0  p.m .

Topic: Lease Account ing Proposals 

Speaker: Todd Ravin, Senior Audit 
Manager from KPMG 

CPE: 1 .0  hour 

Level: Moderate 

Field of Study: Account ing 

Learning Object ive: Account ing 

Prerequisites: N / A

Re g i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l           
Associat ion  of  St at e Boar ds of         
Accountancy (NASBA)  as a sponsor of 
cont inuing professional educat ion on 
the Nat ional Regist ry of CPE sponsors. 
State boards of accountancy have    
final authority on the acceptance of  
individual courses for CPE credit .   
Com p la in t s r egar d in g  r eg ist er ed   
sponsors m ay be addressed to the 

Nat ional Regist ry of CPE Sponsors, 
150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700 

Nashville, TN, 37219-2417. 

Mem ber $20 

Non-m em ber $25 

RSVP by noon on W ednesday, 

Sept  1 8 , 2 0 1 3  to: 

Ashley Finch 

ashleyfinch@decosim o.com  

4 2 3 - 7 5 6 - 7 1 0 0  x 1 1 5 7  

I f  you m ake a reservat ion and 

do not  cancel it  by the RSVP 

deadline, you w ill be charged 

since w e m ust  pay for  a ll      

reservat ions supplied to The 

Chat tanoogan.

Menu: Chicken bruschet ta (pesto 
gr illed chicken breast , fresh tom ato
-basil and garlic sauce) , chef’s 
vegetable and starch select ion, and 
for dessert , Vanilla cheesecake with 
fresh fruit  topping and sweet  
cream .

Valet  parking is $3. Drive to valet  
area, get  a t icket  from  at tendant , 
and pay AFWA Treasurer Danna 
McWilliam s $3 who will t hen   
stam p your t icket  to give back to 
at tendant . The $3 includes the t ip 
to the at tendant . 

Receipt :  Rem em ber to pr int  your 
receipt  and bring it  for Treasurer 
Danna to sign. Or register  and 

pay on our w ebsite: 

www.chat tanoogaafwa.com /
Click ‘next  m eet ing,’ fill out  form , 
use Paypal. 
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Todd Ravin 
Audit  Senior Manager 

KPMG 

Office (615) 248-5516 
        Cell (919) 949-5050 
        Email travin@kpmg.com 

Todd is a senior m anager in KPMG’s 
Nashville Audit  pract ice. He has m ore 
than nine years of experience providing 
audit , account ing, and business advisory 
services to public com panies in various 
indust r ies.  Af t er  graduat ing f rom        
Vanderbilt  University, Todd received his 
Masters of Accountancy in 2004 from  the        
University of North Carolina -  Chapel Hill.  

Todd’s audit  experience with the firm  has 
included working m ainly with clients in 
the retail and consum er m arkets,    
m anufactur ing and indust rial products, 
and t ransportat ion and logist ics m arkets. 
He has planned, staffed, and directed  
engagem ent  team s providing audit  and 
Sarbanes-Oxley services to public as well 
as pr ivate com panies. He has experience 
i n  co o r d i n a t i n g  a n d  e x e cu t i n g              
internat ional audits including t im ely  
com plet ion of SEC and statutory audits. 
I n addit ion, Todd has worked with     
com panies issuing financial statem ents in 
accordance with I FRS. Todd also has 
served as a Nat ional I nst ructor for KPMG 
for the past  six years. 

Todd is a Cert ified Public Accountant ,   
licensed in North Carolina and Tennessee.

September Speaker



Debi Gilley 

tdt tgilley4
@com cast .net

423-991-2773

Benjam in Franklin said “Tell m e and I  forget , teach m e 

and I  m ay rem em ber, involve m e and I  learn.”   I  find this 
to be very t rue in m y life.  When I  becom e involved,       
I  always find that  I  get  the m ost  out  of the situat ion.  
Just  being part  of som ething or being part  of a team  is 
never enough. 

Becom e act ively involved in AFWA and see what  a       
difference it  will m ake in both your personal and        
professional life.  I  challenge you to look at  the m any  
opportunit ies that  AFWA offers in the next  few m onths 
and find a place to becom e involved.  Step out  of your 
com fort  zone, join a com m it tee where you know no one, 
or find an area that  you have never been involved in and 
m ake it  a pr ior ity to take an act ive role.  Personal and 
professional growth can be challenging and m aybe even 
scary, but  the support  and the encouragem ent  that  you 
can find in AFWA go a long way. 

Encourage and support  each other every opportunity you 
m ay have.  Sm all acts of kindness and encouragem ent  
never go unnot iced.  Make the m ost  out  of your AFWA 
m em bership.  I  hope to see you at  m any of our          
upcom ing events between now and the end of the      
calendar year.  I n talking with the Nat ional Conference 
Expense Fund com m it tee, it  appears that  we m ay have a 
record num ber of m em bers from  our chapter at tending 
our nat ional conference in October.  Our nat ional       
conference is both educat ional and fun, and I  am  thr illed 
that  so m any of our m em bers are planning to at tend.  I  
have never talked with a m em ber who has at tended the 
conference who did not  find it  to be a very posit ive      
experience.  Please do not  hesitate to contact  m e at  any 
t im e with quest ions or help in finding a place in AFWA 
that  interests you.  I f you do not  current ly see a place in 
our organizat ion that  fit s your needs, let  m e know.  We 
m ay be able to work together to start  som ething that  
would benefit  you and other m em bers.  Our local AFWA 
is what  we m ake it .  
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Happy Bir thday to our Septem ber birthdays 

–

   Mary Johnston – Septem ber 6th

   Karen Forgey – Septem ber 10 th

   Lisa Coulter – Septem ber 18 th

   D. J. Christopher – Septem ber 21st

   Audra Layton – Septem ber 21st

   Amy Thom as – Septem ber 22nd

   Suzanne Bennet t  – Septem ber 24th

I f you haven’t  provided your bir th m onth and day to 
Mem ber Relat ions Chair Susan LeVan, please send to 

Susan.LeVan@erlanger.org.
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Door Prize

Donors

Address, Phone and Em ail Update: 

Contact  AFW A 

Nat ional Headquarters 

7 0 3 - 5 0 6 - 3 2 6 5  or w w w .afw a.org

Thank you to a ll m em bers w ho 

have subm it ted m onth and day 

of birthday! How  fun is it  

to receive a birthday 

card from  our 

Mem ber Relat ions Chair? 

I t  is REALLY FUN! 

Thank you to 

Susan LeVan 
for  our upcom ing 

Septem ber m eet ing 

door prize. 



Page 7 

Sept 2013 

 Congratulat ions!  Congratulat ions to 

Laurie Marson 
on the recent  birth of her 

new  grandson! 

 Sym pathy 

Our sym pathy is 

extended to 

Carolyn Forgey 
on the loss of her father.
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AFW A FALL SEMI NAR—Nov 1 3  

The annual fall sem inar is scheduled for Wednesday, Novem ber 13, 2013 at  
the Chat tanoogan Hotel located at  1201 Broad St reet . 

This event  offers eight  hours CPE credit  and is open to both our          
m em bership and the com m unity.  Topics will include the Affordable Care 
Act , Tennessee sales and use tax, cloud com put ing, and fraud detect ion.  
Discounted pr icing is available to AFWA m em bers and to com panies with 
m ult iple at tendees.

Regist rat ion inform at ion w ill be available in the com ing w eeks.  

Please m ark your calendars and plan on at tending in support  of our 

chapter!

For m ore inform at ion, please contact :  
Becky Creswell 

423.255.7972

deabec@covenant t ransport .com

Educat ion and Legislat ion Chair 



Financial Consultant  I I I  ( Tax Accountant ) - 7 3 6 3 3 7

Descript ion

  Com e and share your professional expert ise with Unum , a Fortune 250 insurance com pany and 
m arketplace leader in disabilit y-based insurance products and return to work services. At  Unum , our 
people t ruly m ake a difference, both in the lives of our custom ers and in the success of our com -
pany.

This posit ion is in our Tax Departm ent  
Principal Dut ies and Responsibilit ies

Com pile, analyze, and prepare sales/ use tax returns.

Dem onst rated abilit y to perform  research on m ult i-state sales/ use tax issues.

Research, invest igate, and determ ine taxabilit y of vendor invoices for sales/ use tax.

Coordinate with other team  m em bers to favorably resolve state audits.

Part icipate in or lead special projects related to sales/ use taxat ion.

Coordinate with other departm ents and third part ies to reduce the com pany’s tax exposure, 

while ensuring com pliance with tax report ing requirem ents and laws.

Act  as a liaison between various internal and external agents to ensure accurate and t im ely 

com plet ion of tax returns.

Research and respond to various internal and external inquir ies regarding sales/ use taxat ion.

Reconcile and balance related accounts to m aintain cont rol and accuracy by ident ifying discrep-

ancies and their  cause;  develop and assist  in the implem entat ion of processes that  cont r ibute to 
preventat ive and/ or detect ive cont rols and procedures.

Provide technical expert ise and t raining for tax funct ions and m ake recom m endat ions for proc-

ess im provem ents.
May perform  other dut ies as assigned.

Qualificat ions

  Addit ional Skills:

St rong Microsoft  Excel skills.

Microsoft  Access skills desirable.

Abilit y to quickly learn/ use software applicat ions.

Bachelor ’s degree in Account ing, Finance, Econom ics or Quant itat ive Analysis

Five to seven (5-7)  years of m ult i- state sales/ tax related experience

CMA, CMI , CPA preferred

Knowledge of GAAP and statutory life insurance account ing is desirable.

Abilit y to interpret  and correlate an extensive variety of financial inform at ion.

St rong analyt ical and problem -solving abilit ies

St rong organizat ional skills and abilit y to work under t im e pressures.

St rong com m unicat ion skills for working with various corporate levels and across funct ional team s.

Unum  offers com pet it ive pay, relocat ion assistance and excellent  benefits.  Com e join us if you're 
interested in working in an excit ing and challenging environm ent  for a com pany that  is on the m ove!

Unum  is an equal opportunity and affirm at ive act ion em ployer regardless of a person's race, color, 
religion, nat ional origin, age, disabilit y, m ilitary status, gender or  sexual orientat ion.
Prim ary Locat ion Chat tanooga, TN.

Thanks to Robin Shields for this job post ing!  
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Volunteers needed October 1 0  to take notes 

Correct ion:  Regist rat ion is waived, but  CPE is $10. 

The Galtere I nst itute (Finance for the Future I nit iat ive)  at  UTC is host ing a 
Behavioral Finance Sym posium , “The Biology of I nvestor Sent im ent :     
Challenges for Risk Managem ent ,”  on Thursday, October 10.  The        
Chat tanooga Chapter of AFWA will be a sponsor of this event .  Our      
sponsorship m eans that  we will provide two people at  each of the sessions 
to take notes which will be t ranscribed into handouts for the part icipants 
qualifying for CPE credit . 

I t  is an honor for AFWA to be selected as a sponsor for this event .  I f you 
would be willing to be an am bassador for AFWA and can   
at tend any of the sessions on October 10, please contact :  

Marilyn Willis
m arilyn-willis@utc.edu

For inform at ion about  the sym posium :  
www.UTC.edu/ GaltereSym posium 2013

ACCOUNTI NG, AUDI TI NG &  TAX SEMI NAR for 8  CPE HOURS 

I ncludes 5 hours of A&A, FRI DAY, SEP. 27, 2013 in Hunts-
ville, AL— 

At  Redstone Federal Credit  Union, 220 Wynn Drive, Hunts-
ville, AL  35806     (go to the conference center building)  

7: 30 AM Regist rat ion & Full Breakfast ;  8: 30 AM-4: 30 PM CPE 
Sem inar/ Lunch

Registration Fees: Early by Sept 19 postmark*     Late
_____  Member    $90    $120 
_____  Non-member $130    $160 

Fees include full hot breakfast, 2 snack breaks, buffet lunch, and CPE certificate. 

No refunds after SEP. 23.  Seating is limited so register early.  Dress code is business casual. 

Please make checks payable to AFWA. Mail registration and check to: AFWA Huntsville Chapter, P.O. Box 
22502, Huntsville, AL  35814 

For information, contact Sylvia Ayers, Education & Legislation Chair, at (256) 964-5327 (work) or (256) 603-
9537 (cell);  email: sayers@colsa.com

CPE

Sept

27
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4 0 th Annual Account ing and Finance Lecture Series 

Bernard Baum ohl Chief Global Econom ist  
    The Econom ic Out look Group, LLC (Princeton, NJ)  
    Wednesday, October 16, 2013 
    11: 30am  -  1: 00pm  
    Chat tanooga Convent ion Center 

About  the Speaker: 

Bernard Baum ohl is chief global econom ist  at  The 
Econom ic Out look Group. He is well known for being 
ahead of the curve in assessing the direct ion of the 
U.S. and world econom y. Previously, Mr. Baum ohl 
was also an award-winning econom ics reporter with 
TI ME m agazine who covered the White House,   
Federal Reserve and Wall St reet . A sought -after   
internat ional speaker, Mr. Baum ohl has been      
recognized for his forecast ing accuracy. 
His econom ic and geopolit ical project ions are      

frequent ly cited in the Wall St reet  Journal, Washington Post , New York 

Tim es, Business Week,  and the Financial Tim es. He has also lectured at  
New York University and Duke University, and served as a com m entator on 
TV's Night ly Business Report . Mr. Baum ohl is author of The Secrets of   

Econom ic I ndicators:  Hidden Clues to Future Econom ic Trends and          

I nvestm ent  Opportunit ies (Pearson Educat ion) . The best -selling book is in 
its 3rd edit ion and has been t ranslated into several languages, including 
Chinese, Japanese, Russian, and Germ an.  He is also a recipient  of the John 
Hancock Award for Excellence in Financial Journalism . Mr. Baum ohl holds 
an M.A. from  Colum bia University 's School of I nternat ional Affairs. 

Purpose of the Series 

To bring to the College and to the com m unity outstanding individuals in the 
areas of account ing and finance and to provide a basis for the enrichm ent  
of and m utual cooperat ion between part icipat ing professional groups in the 
area.

ht tp: / / www.utc.edu/ Academ ic/ Business/ ALS.php 
SPONSORS

CFA Society of East  Tennessee 
Tennessee Society of Cert ified Public Accountants 

UTC College of Business 
Co- Sponsors 

Account ing & Financial Wom en’s Alliance 
Associat ion of Government  Accountants 
Associat ion of Cert ified Fraud Exam iners 

Beta Alpha Psi 
Financial Execut ives I nternat ional 

I nst itute of I nternal Auditors 
I nst itute of Managem ent  Accountants 
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 Race for the Cure 
 Sept  29 
 Finley Stadium  

The Susan G. Kom en Race for the Cure will be held Sunday, Septem ber 29, 
2013.  The race is at  a new locat ion this year, Finley Stadium .   

Our AFWA chapter does not  have a team  this year, but  would like to       
encourage our m em bers to help support  this worthy cause.  I f you don’t  
want  to walk or run you can register to “Sleep in for the Cure”  and receive 
a lovely pillow case.  I  have a couple of these pillow cases because I  “ slept  
in for the cure.”  I t  was the only way I  could get  it  and, of course, I  had to 
have a “pair .”  

For m ore inform at ion on register ing, donat ing, or to just  learn m ore about  
the race, visit  www.kom enchat tanooga.org.  Once on the website go to the 
Kom en Race for the Cure tab for regist rat ion. 

75%  of net  proceeds from  the Race stay in our Chat tanooga/  North Georgia 
com m unit ies to fund m am m ogram s, breast  cancer t reatm ent  and health 
educat ion m aterials. 

The rem aining 25 percent  will support  groundbreaking research. 

Carol Drinnon 
cdrinnon@twharch.com
Special Act ivit ies Chair
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MEMBER RELATI ONS COMMI TTEE 

The Mem ber Relat ions Com m it tee’s goal for this year is to establish a 
m ore personal connect ion with our m em bers.  We would like to know what  
is happening in your life – personally and professionally.  Have you passed 
the CPA exam ?  Received a prom ot ion?  Had a new baby or grandchild?  
Changed jobs? We are interested in any news regarding you or your fam ily 
that  you are willing to share with us. 

     Do you know som e info about  a fellow AFWA m em ber but  think they are 
too shy (or would feel like they were bragging)  if they shared it?  Please 
share that  inform at ion with us.  Any inform at ion provided by a m em ber   
regarding another m em ber will not  be published without  the perm ission of 
the pert inent  AFWA m em ber. 

     The com m it tee would also like to m aintain a list  of 
m em bers’ bir thdays.  Please e-m ail your bir th m onth and 
day (not  year! )  to m e. 

     I f you have any item s to share regarding yourself or a 
fellow AFWA m em ber, please call or e-m ail m e. 

Susan LeVan,  Mem ber Relat ions Com m it tee Chair 
Susan.LeVan@erlanger.org    778-4761 

Thanks, Beth Terry, for your work on our publicity/ website!  

AFWA Chat tanooga is now on Facebook…LI KE US...

ht tp: / / www.facebook.com / AFWAChat tanoogaChapter

AFWA Chat tanooga is now on Tw it ter…

ht tp: / / twit ter.com / AFWAChat tanooga

AFWA Chat tanooga w ebsite  has been updated and has a 
newaddress:  ht tp: / / www.chat tanoogaafwa.com /

Online paym ent  and regist rat ion 
for m onthly m eet ings has been established on our 

website:  click “next  m eet ing,”  fill out  form , use PayPal!  
We can also buy raffle t ickets on the website. 

W eb

New s

Page 13 

Sept 2013



Mem bership Meet ing Check- I n

I n an effort  to st ream line the check- in process at  the m em bership m eet -
ings, the finance chair is request ing those m em bers who need a receipt  to 
please pr int  out  the "AFWA Receipt "  tem plate, fill in your nam e and am ount  
and br ing it  with you to the next  m em bership m eet ing 
for her signature. 

                Danna McW illiam s, Treasurer

dm cwilliam s@lbm c.com
423-756-6585

Date Time Place Event 
For Further 
Information 

Contact

Tues, Sept 17 4-6 pm UTC
Beta Alpha Psi 

“Meet the Firms” 
Kathy Lane 423-756-7100 
kathylane@decosimo.com

Wed, Sept 18 noon
___________ Register for 

Sept Meeting 
Ashley Finch    423-756-7100 
ashleyfinch@decosimo.com

Tues, Sept 24 11:30-
1:00

The Chattanoogan 
Membership

Meeting
Ashley Finch     423-756-7100 
ashleyfinch@decosimo.com

Fri, Sept  27 All Day Huntsville
AFWA Huntsville 

Chapter

CPE Seminar 

Sylvia Ayers 256-603-9537 
sayers@colsa.com

Tues, Oct 8 
11:30-
1:00

The Chattanoogan 
Board

Meeting

Debi Gilley  991-2773 
tdttgilley4@comcast.net

Thurs, Oct 10 All day Doubletree
Behavioral

Finance
Symposium 

Marilyn Willis   423-425-4179 
marilyn-willis@utc.edu

Wed, Oct 16 11:30-
1:00

Chattanooga
Convention Center 

Accounting & 
Finance Lecture 

Series 

Ashley Finch     423-756-7100 
ashleyfinch@decosimo.com
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Preident
Debi Gilley 

 423-991-2773 
tdt tgilley4@com cast .net

President  Elect  
Mallory Sm ith 

Mem bership 423-265-6522 
Mallory.sm ith
@accountem ps.com

Vice President  
Marilyn Willis 

Public Relat ions 
Co-chair

423-425-4179
m arilyn-willis@utc.edu

Treasurer
Danna McWilliam s 

Finance 423-756-6585 
dm cwilliam s@lbm c.com  

Recording Secretary 
Susan LeVan 

Mem ber Relat ions 423-778-4761 
Susan.LeVan@erlanger.org 

Corresponding
Secretary
Ashley Finch 

Chapter
Developm ent

423-756-7100
ashleyfinch@decosimo.com

Director Ex-Officio 
Karen Forgey 

Yearbook 423-521-8591 
forgeyks@aol.com

Director
Carolyn Richie 

Bylaws 423-778-4782 
Carolyn.r ichie@erlanger.org

Director
Becky Creswell 

Educat ion
Legislat ion

423-463-3363
deabec@
covenant t ransport .com
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Director
D.J. Christopher 

Scholarship 423-752-5906 
djc@bloodassurance.org

Director
Beth Terry 

Publicity/ Website 423-756-6585 
bterry@lbm c.com

Laurie Marson Public Relat ions 
Co-chair

423-668-2731
laurie.m arson@ey.com  

Com m it tee Chair 
Robin Shields 

Program s 423-294-1578 
RShields@unum .com  

Com m it tee Chair 
Mary Johnston 

Newslet ter 423-400-6582 
mary8921400@com cast .net

Com m it tee Chair 
Carol Drinnon 

Special Act ivit ies 423-756-5046 
cdrinnon@twharch.com

Com m it tee Chair 
Kathy Lane 

Student  Act ivit ies 423-756-7100 
kathylane@decosim o.com  

Com m it tee Chair 
Christ ie Jordan 

St rategic Planning 423-209-8689 
jordan_chris@hcde.org

Com m it tee Chair 
Tracy Hughes 

Hospitality 423-756-6585 
thughes@lbm c.com  
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