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As of January 1, 1994, Current Comments® essays will be re-titled Citation Comments 1o reflect 2 new
focus on the variety of applications of citation data. Three new monthly editorial features will also be
introduced: Research Trends... A Performance Report, Interviews in Science, and Hot Papers in
Research. These new features will replace Citation Classics® and ISI® Press Digest.

New Editorial Features in Current
Contents®

This will be my last Current Contents®
(CC®) essay under the rubric Current Com-
ments®. As of January 1, 1994, 1 will be
writing a brief monthly column titled Cita-
tion Comments, which will focus primarily
on the practical applications of the Institute
for Scientific Information®'s (ISI®) cita-
tion databases. These applications will range
from traditional information retrieval to in-
novative uses in science evaluation, policy,
management, administration, etc.

Other new monthly CC editorial features
will be introduced in 1994. One is Research
Trends... A Performance Report, current ci-
tation analyses from Science Watch®, ISI’s
monthly newsletter reporting on quantita-
tive indicators of scientific performance. In
addition, CC will also feature Interviews in
Science, reprints of Science Watch’s inter-
views with prominent researchers. Each edi-
tion of CC will also feature its own Hot
Papers in Research listing, identifying cur-
rent papers that have already achieved high
citation impact and including experts’ com-
mentaries. These four new features will ap-
pear in monthly rotation, and replace Cita-
tion Classics® and ISI Press Digest.

The CC editorial changes are related to
my evolving role at ISI. As of January 1,
1994, 1 will become Chairman Emeritus of
the Institute for Scientific Information, the
company I founded in the 1950s. As Chair-

man Emeritus, [ shall continue to maintain
an office here at 3501 Market Street with a
limited staff to support my role as consul-
tant and member of ISI’s Advisory Board.

This transition was contemplated five
years ago when [ formed a partnership with
publisher Theodore Cross and the JPT
Company of New York. In 1992 all the
assets of JPT and ISI were acquired by the
Thomson Company, a public corporation
based in Toronto, Canada. Ken Thomson
is the principal shareholder of The Thom-
son Group, a multinational conglomerate
with over 100 separately operating infor-
mation companies, directed by Michael
Brown. It includes such entities as Derwent
Publications Ltd., Gale Research, Medical
Economics, etc.

Reminiscences on ISI’s History and
Development

In its earliest days, IST was just a consul-
tancy. Then in 1955, the firm was incorpo-
rated in New Jersey as Documentation, Inc.,
which became Eugene Garfield Associates
that same year. My first employee, Beverly
Bartolomeo, came to work in 1958 and has
remained ever since.! We recently cel-
ebrated her 35th anniversary with ISI, and
1994 is the 40th anniversary of my arrival
in Philadelphia from New York.

I often encounter readers of CC who re-
member our first issues back in 1958. Be-
fore that, however, I had created what was
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other applications of citation technology
were reviewed in my book, Citation In-
dexing, published by Wiley in 1979 and
reprinted by ISI Press® in 1983.11.12
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age when we launched Sci-Mate in the
late 1970s.16 In the 1980s we entered the
age of the CD-ROM and diskette with the
Science Citation Index®/Compact Disc Edi-
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