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1349 

Week Ending Friday, September 9, 2005 

Remarks on Hurricane Katrina 
Recovery Efforts in Kenner, 
Louisiana 
September 2, 2005 

The President. Listen, I want to thank the 
Governor of Louisiana and the mayor of New 
Orleans, Senator Landrieu, Senator Vitter 
and Congressman Jefferson, Congressman 
Jindal and General Blum. I have just com-
pleted a tour of some devastated country. I 
started in Alabama and worked our way down 
through Mississippi and ended up here in 
one of America’s great cities and saw first- 
hand the devastation that this city has gone 
through. I know the people of this part of 
the world are suffering, and I want them to 
know that there’s a flow of progress. We’re 
making progress. I want to thank the Gov-
ernor for her hard work, and I want to thank 
the mayor. 

I know there’s some of the folks in the 
outlying parishes here in Louisiana won-
dering whether or not people are paying at-
tention to them. We are. St. Charles, St. Ber-
nard, Plaquemine Parish, I understand the 
devastation that you’ve gone through as well. 
So does the Governor—— 

Governor Blanco. St. Tammany. 
The President. ——St. Tammany. So 

does the Governor, and so are the Senators. 
This is a devastating storm. This is a storm 
that’s going to require immediate action now. 
I’m pleased to report, thanks to the good 
work of the adjutant general from Louisiana 
and troops that have been called in, that the 
convention center is secure. One of the ob-
jectives that we had today was to move in 
and secure that convention center and make 
sure the good folks there got food and water. 

The caravans—the bus caravans are con-
tinuing on, as is the airlift. The people of 
this part of the world have got to under-
stand—and by the way, we just came from 
the 17th Street levee. A lot of folks are work-
ing hard to repair that levee. They’ve been 

working around the clock, 24 hours a day. 
People from the Federal Government and 
the State government and the local govern-
ment are working to breach that—to fill that 
breach. The mayor has been telling me, not 
only by telephone but here in person, how 
important it is that we get that breach filled 
and get that pump station up and running. 
And we went there to inspect the progress 
being done, and the people of New Orleans 
have got to understand, there’s a lot of people 
working hard, and they’re making good 
progress. 

You know, I’m going to fly out of here in 
a minute, but I want you to know that I’m 
not going to forget what I’ve seen. I under-
stand the devastation requires more than one 
day’s attention. It’s going to require the at-
tention of this country for a long period of 
time. This is a—one of the worst natural dis-
asters we have faced, with national con-
sequences. And therefore, there will be a na-
tional response. And I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with the Governor and the 
mayor and the Members of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives to do our duty 
to help the good folks of this part of the world 
get back on their feet. 

Here’s what I believe. I believe that the 
great city of New Orleans will rise again and 
be a greater city of New Orleans. I believe 
the town where I used to come from, Hous-
ton, Texas, to enjoy myself, occasionally too 
much—[laughter]—will be that very same 
town, that it will be a better place to come 
to. That’s what I believe. I believe the great 
State of Louisiana will get its feet back and 
become a vital contributor to the country. 

I believe the people of Mississippi will re-
cover. I understand we got a lot of work to 
do. And I understand it seems dark right 
now, but by working together and pulling to-
gether and capturing that great spirit of our 
country, a great city will rise again, a great 
State will be vibrant. 
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If you want to help, if you’re listening to 
this broadcast, contribute cash to the Salva-
tion Army and the Red Cross. There will be 
other opportunities to give, and we hope you 
do give. But right now, we need cash to the 
Salvation Army and the Red Cross. They’re 
on the frontlines providing help to the people 
who need help. 

May God bless the people of this part of 
the world, and may God continue to bless 
our country. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:01 p.m. at Louis 
Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana; Mayor C. Ray 
Nagin of New Orleans, LA; and Maj. Gen. Ben-
nett C. Landreneau, Adjutant General for Lou-
isiana. This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

Memorandum on Finding of a Severe 
Energy Supply Interruption 
September 2, 2005 

Memorandum for the Secretary of Energy, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security 

Subject: Finding of a Severe Energy Supply 
Interruption 

Recent events in connection with Hurri-
cane Katrina have resulted in a ‘‘severe en-
ergy supply interruption’’ as defined in sec-
tion 161(d) of the Energy Policy and Con-
servation Act (EPCA), 42 U.S.C. 6241(d). 
Based on the advice of the Secretary of En-
ergy and on other information, I find and 
determine, in accordance with EPCA section 
161(d), that a severe energy supply interrup-
tion exists because: 

(a) an emergency situation exists and 
there is a significant reduction in sup-
ply which is of significant scope and 
duration; 

(b) a severe increase in the price of petro-
leum products has resulted from such 
emergency situation; and 

(c) such price increase is likely to or may 
cause a major adverse impact on the 
national economy. 

For these reasons, the Secretary of Energy 
is authorized and directed to draw down and 
sell Strategic Petroleum Reserve petroleum 

pursuant to EPCA section 161 at a rate the 
Secretary may determine and in accordance 
with the Strategic Petroleum Reserve stand-
ard sales procedures now in effect. The draw-
down and sale authorized and directed by 
this finding will allow the United States to 
meet its obligations under the international 
energy program. If the Secretary determines 
the circumstances leading to this finding no 
longer support initiation or continuation of 
a drawdown and sale of petroleum from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, the Secretary 
is authorized to cancel in whole or in part 
any offer to sell petroleum as a part of any 
drawdown and sale pursuant to this finding. 

The Secretary of Homeland Security al-
ready has waived the coastwise laws generally 
for the transportation of petroleum released 
from the Strategic Petroleum Reserve, 
whether pursuant to an exchange, sale, or 
otherwise, undertaken in response to the cir-
cumstances arising from Hurricane Katrina, 
and I direct the Secretary of Homeland Se-
curity to continue such waiver for the trans-
portation of all petroleum withdrawn from 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve during the 
drawdown pursuant to this finding. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
September 3, 2005 

Good morning. Yesterday I saw the after-
math of one of the largest natural disasters 
ever to strike America. A vast coastline of 
towns and communities are flattened; one of 
our great cities is submerged. The human 
costs are incalculable. 

Biloxi, I met Bronwynne Bassier and her 
sister, Kim. Bronwynne told me that the only 
earthly possessions she has left were the 
clothes on her back. I also met relief and 
rescue workers who are performing hero-
ically in difficult circumstances. They’ve been 
working around the clock, risking their own 
lives to save the lives of others. Yet, despite 
their best efforts, the magnitude of respond-
ing to a crisis over a disaster area that is larger 
than the size of Great Britain has created 
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tremendous problems that have strained 
State and local capabilities. The result is that 
many of our citizens simply are not getting 
the help they need, especially in New Orle-
ans. And that is unacceptable. 

During my visit I discussed these problems 
at length with Governor Riley of Alabama, 
Governor Barbour of Mississippi, Governor 
Blanco of Louisiana, and Mayor Nagin of 
New Orleans. Each State will have its own 
set of challenges and issues to solve. Yet all 
of us agree that more can be done to improve 
our ability to restore order and deliver relief 
in a timely and effective manner. 

This morning I received a briefing on the 
latest developments on the ground. Right 
now there are more than 21,000 National 
Guard troops operating in Louisiana and 
Mississippi, and more are on the way. More 
than 13,000 of these troops are in Louisiana. 
The main priority is to restore and maintain 
law and order and assist in recovery and evac-
uation efforts. In addition to these National 
Guard forces, the Department of Defense 
has deployed more than 4,000 active duty 
forces to assist in search and recovery and 
provide logistical and medical support. 

Hour by hour, the situation on the ground 
is improving. Yet the enormity of the task 
requires more resources and more troops. 
Today I ordered the Department of Defense 
to deploy additional active duty forces to the 
region. Over the next 24 to 72 hours, more 
than 7,000 additional troops from the 82d 
Airborne, from the 1st Cavalry, the 1st Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force, and the 2d Marine 
Expeditionary Force will arrive in the af-
fected areas. These forces will be on the 
ground and operating under the direct com-
mand of General Russ Honore. 

Our priorities are clear: We will complete 
the evacuation as quickly and safely as pos-
sible. We will not let criminals prey on the 
vulnerable, and we will not allow bureauc-
racy to get in the way of saving lives. 

Yesterday I also signed a $10.5 billion 
emergency aid package to fund our ongoing 
relief efforts. This is a downpayment on what 
will be a sustained Federal commitment to 
our fellow citizens along the Gulf Coast. I 
want to thank the Congress for their quick, 
bipartisan action, and I look forward to work-
ing with them in the days and weeks ahead. 

I know that those of you who have been 
hit hard by Katrina are suffering. Many are 
angry and desperate for help. The tasks be-
fore us are enormous, but so is the heart of 
America. In America, we do not abandon our 
fellow citizens in their hour of need. And the 
Federal Government will do its part. Where 
our response is not working, we’ll make it 
right. Where our response is working, we will 
duplicate it. We have a responsibility to our 
brothers and sisters all along the Gulf Coast, 
and we will not rest until we get this right 
and the job is done. 

This week we’ve all been humbled by the 
awesome powers of Mother Nature. And 
when you stand on the porch steps where 
a home once stood, or look at row upon row 
of buildings that are completely under water, 
it’s hard to imagine a bright future. But when 
you talk to the proud folks in the area, you 
see a spirit that cannot be broken. 

The emergency along the Gulf Coast is on-
going. There’s still a lot of difficult work 
ahead. All Americans can be certain our Na-
tion has the character, the resources, and the 
resolve to overcome this disaster. We will 
comfort and care for the victims. We will re-
store the towns and neighborhoods that have 
been lost in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Ala-
bama. We will rebuild the great city of New 
Orleans. And we will once again show the 
world that the worst adversities bring out the 
best in America. 

May God bless you, and may God continue 
to bless our country. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his address, 
he referred to Gov. Bob Riley of Alabama; Gov. 
Haley Barbour of Mississippi; Gov. Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana; Mayor C. Ray 
Nagin of New Orleans, LA; and Lt. Gen. Russel 
L. Honore, USA, commanding general, First 
United States Army. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of this address. 

Remarks on the Death of Chief 
Justice William H. Rehnquist 
September 4, 2005 

Our Nation is saddened today by the news 
that Chief Justice William Rehnquist passed 
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away last night. Laura and I send our respect 
and deepest sympathy to this good man’s 
children, Jim, Janet, and Nancy. We send our 
respect to all the members of the Rehnquist 
family. 

William H. Rehnquist was born and raised 
in Wisconsin. He was the grandson of Swed-
ish immigrants. Like so many of his genera-
tion, he served in the Army during World 
War II. He went on to college with the help 
of the GI bill. He studied law at Stanford 
University. He graduated first in his class, 
that included his future colleague, Sandra 
Day O’Connor. Judge Rehnquist and his late 
wife, Nan, raised their family in Phoenix, 
where he built a career as one of Arizona’s 
leading attorneys. He went on to even great-
er distinction in pubic service as an Assistant 
U.S. Attorney General, Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court, and for the past 19 years, 
Chief Justice of the United States. 

He was extremely well respected for his 
powerful intellect. He was respected for his 
deep commitment to the rule of law and his 
profound devotion to duty. He provided su-
perb leadership for the Federal court system, 
improving the delivery of justice for the 
American people and earning the admiration 
of his colleagues throughout the judiciary. 

Even during a period of illness, Chief Jus-
tice Rehnquist stayed on the job to complete 
the work of his final Supreme Court term. 
I was honored, and I was deeply touched 
when he came to the Capitol for the swear-
ing-in last January. He was a man of char-
acter and dedication. His departure rep-
resents a great loss for the Court and for our 
country. 

There are now two vacancies on the Su-
preme Court, and it will serve the best inter-
ests of the Nation to fill those vacancies 
promptly. I will choose in a timely manner 
a highly qualified nominee to succeed Chief 
Justice Rehnquist. As we look to the future 
of the Supreme Court, citizens of this Nation 
can also look with pride and appreciation on 
the career of our late Chief Justice. 

More than half a century has passed since 
William H. Rehnquist first came to the Su-
preme Court as a young law clerk. All of his 
years, William Rehnquist revered the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States. He 
led the judicial branch of Government with 

tremendous wisdom and skill. He honored 
America with a lifetime of service, and Amer-
ica will honor his memory. 

May God bless the Rehnquist family. 
Thank you all very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:01 a.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

Proclamation 7922—Death of 
William H. Rehnquist 

September 4, 2005 

By the President of the United States 

of America 

A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for William H. 
Rehnquist, Chief Justice of the United 
States, I hereby order, by the authority vest-
ed in me by the Constitution and laws of 
the United States of America, including sec-
tion 7 of title 4, United States Code, that 
the flag of the United States shall be flown 
at half-staff at the White House and on all 
public buildings and grounds, at all military 
posts and naval stations, and on all naval ves-
sels of the Federal Government in the Dis-
trict of Columbia and throughout the United 
States and its Territories and possessions 
until sunset, Tuesday, September 13, 2005. 
I also direct that the flag shall be flown at 
half-staff for the same period at all United 
States embassies, legations, consular offices, 
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 8, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 9. 
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Remarks at the American Red Cross 
Disaster Operations Center 
September 4, 2005 

I’ve come to the Red Cross to, one, thank 
the good folks here who are working here. 
We’ve got people from around the country 
who have come to help heal the lives of those 
who have been affected by this terrible dis-
aster. 

I told some folks back there that the world 
saw this tidal wave of disaster ascend upon 
the Gulf Coast, and now they’re going to see 
a tidal wave of compassion. There’s over 
5,000 Red Cross—or nearly 5,000 Red Cross 
volunteers that are working long hours at 
shelters in 19 States to help these folks that 
have been displaced get their feet back on 
the ground. 

I can’t think of anything more encouraging 
for someone who has endured the tragedy 
of a storm than to have a loving soul say, 
‘‘I’m here to help you. And I want you to 
know a lot of people care for you.’’ And that’s 
the spirit of the Red Cross and its volunteers. 

If you want to help—help this country heal 
after the result of this disaster, please give 
cash money to the Red Cross. I just passed 
the place where volunteers and staffers are 
taking calls from around the country, and the 
response has been good, but there’s more 
that needs to be done. Remember, it’s the 
Red Cross that provides much of the first 
compassion that a person finds. It’s the Red 
Cross that helps provide cash money for 
somebody, to help them transition from 
being disrupted—having their lives disrupted 
to a more normal life. It’s the Red Cross that 
helps feed. And so the Red Cross needs 
money. 

The Red Cross can use volunteers. Peo-
ple—this is a storm of enormous magnitude. 
A lot of people’s lives have been affected. 
I know much of the country is focused on 
New Orleans, Louisiana, but parishes outside 
of New Orleans have been ruined. Up and 
down the coast of Mississippi, communities 
have been destroyed. And so we need more 
manpower. And if you want to help, please 
call the Red Cross, and—your local Red 
Cross, and they’ll find a way for you to help. 

And finally, the Red Cross is in need of 
blood, and there’s a blood drive going on. 

As a matter of fact, the White House will 
be having a blood drive on Friday. And I 
will be encouraging the employees there to 
donate blood. And I hope others will do so 
as well. 

This country is coming together to help 
people who hurt. And one of the leaders of 
the army of compassion is the Red Cross. 
And I’m grateful for your leadership, Marty. 
I want to thank all the good folks here who 
have—who really show the world the great 
compassion of our country. And thanks for 
letting me come by to say hello. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:43 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Marsha J. ‘‘Marty’’ Evans, 
president and chief executive officer, American 
Red Cross. 

Proclamation 7923—Honoring the 
Memory of the Victims of Hurricane 
Katrina 
September 4, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

As a mark of respect for the victims of 
Hurricane Katrina, I hereby order, by the 
authority vested in me by the Constitution 
and laws of the United States of America, 
that the flag of the United States shall be 
flown at half-staff at the White House and 
on all public buildings and grounds, at all 
military posts and naval stations, and on all 
naval vessels of the Federal Government in 
the District of Columbia and throughout the 
United States and its Territories and posses-
sions until sunset, Tuesday, September 20, 
2005. I also direct that the flag shall be flown 
at half-staff for the same period at all United 
States embassies, legations, consular offices, 
and other facilities abroad, including all mili-
tary facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 8, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on September 9. 

Remarks Announcing the 
Nomination of John G. Roberts, Jr., 
To Be Chief Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court 
September 5, 2005 

Morning. This summer I announced the 
nomination of Judge John Roberts to be As-
sociate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. I chose Judge Roberts from 
among the most distinguished jurists and at-
torneys in the country because he possesses 
the intellect, experience, and temperament 
to be an outstanding member of our Nation’s 
highest court. 

For the past 2 months, Members of the 
United States Senate and the American peo-
ple have learned about the career and char-
acter of Judge Roberts. They like what they 
see. He’s a gentleman. He’s a man of integ-
rity and fairness. And throughout his life, he 
has inspired the respect and loyalty of others. 
John Roberts has built a record of excellence 
and achievement, and a reputation for good 
will and decency toward others. 

In his extraordinary career, Judge Roberts 
has argued 39 cases before the Nation’s high-
est court. When I nominated him to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the District of Colum-
bia, he was confirmed by unanimous consent. 
Both those who’ve worked with him and 
those who have faced him in the courtroom 
speak with admiration of his striking ability 
as a lawyer and his natural gifts as a leader. 
Judge Roberts has earned the Nation’s con-
fidence, and I’m pleased to announce that 
I will nominate him to serve as the 17th Chief 
Justice of the Supreme Court. 

The passing of Chief Justice William 
Rehnquist leaves the center chair empty just 
4 weeks left before the Supreme Court re-
convenes. It is in the interest of the Court 
and the country to have a Chief Justice on 
the bench on the first full day of the fall term. 
The Senate is well along in the process of 
considering Judge Roberts’ qualifications. 
They know his record and his fidelity to the 

law. I’m confident that the Senate can com-
plete hearings and confirm him as Chief Jus-
tice within a month. As a result of my deci-
sion to nominate Judge Roberts to be chief 
justice, I also have the responsibility to sub-
mit a new nominee to follow Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor. I will do so in a timely man-
ner. 

Twenty-five years ago, John Roberts came 
to Washington as a clerk to Justice William 
Rehnquist. In his boss, the young law clerk 
found a role model, a professional mentor, 
and a friend for life. I’m certain that Chief 
Justice Rehnquist was hoping to welcome 
John Roberts as a colleague, and we’re all 
sorry that day didn’t come. Yet it’s fitting that 
a great Chief Justice be followed in office 
by a person who shared his deep reverence 
for the Constitution, his profound respect for 
the Supreme Court, and his complete devo-
tion to the cause of justice. 

Congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:01 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Chief Justice-Designate 
Roberts. 

Remarks on Hurricane Katrina 
Recovery Efforts and an Exchange 
With Reporters in Baker, Louisiana 

September 5, 2005 

The President. Listen, Laura and I have 
come back down to Louisiana, and then 
we’re going over to Mississippi to let the good 
people of this region know there’s a lot of 
work to be done, and we’re going to continue 
working with the local and State people to 
get it done. 

The first mission, of course, is to save lives. 
And so long as any life is in danger, we’ve 
got work to do, and they’re going to continue 
to save lives, whether it be in New Orleans 
or the surrounding parishes or up and down 
the coast of Mississippi. 

Secondly, we can help save lives once a 
person finds a shelter such as this. That 
means getting people food and water and 
medicine and help and in a place like this, 
love. 
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I want to thank the pastor for having us. 
I want to thank my friend T.D. Jakes for ral-
lying the armies of compassion to help some-
body like the mayor. 

The response of this country to—has been 
amazing. But T.D. tells me about church 
family members of his who have adopted 20 
people of the—from New Orleans. The pas-
tor here has got his gymnasiums full of fami-
lies, and volunteers are now responding to 
help the families. I want to thank every fam-
ily member who’s helping somebody who has 
been displaced. I want to thank every church 
member who’s helping people who are dis-
placed—who have been displaced. 

America can be proud of the efforts of the 
churches and synagogues and mosques and 
community organizations that are helping 
these people. And this is a long-term project, 
to help these people. And this country is 
going to be committed to doing what it takes 
to help people get back on their feet. And 
that’s why I’ve come back to this State, and 
that’s why I’m going to Mississippi. 

Again, I want to thank the pastor. The re-
sponse of this church is indicative of the re-
sponse of many around this Nation, and I 
mean cities big and cities small, families with, 
you know, who have got a lot of money and 
families with little money, all opening their 
arms to a brother and sister in need. 

And again, I want to thank you, pastor. 
Thank you, T.D., for helping to call people 
to action. I want to thank the mayor, thank 
the folks of Louisiana. We’ve got a lot of work 
to do, and that’s why I’m here to tell people, 
we’ll get it done. 

Thank you all. 
Q. [Inaudible]—does the Government 

have—— 

Ongoing Relief Efforts 

The President. So long as anybody’s life 
is in danger, we’ve got work to do. That’s 
why I want people to be assured we’re going 
to do it. And—but remember, this is a 
project that not only deals with the imme-
diate; we’re going to have to deal with the 
long term as well. The immediate needs are 
being taken care of right here, and I fully 
understand there’s a lot of work to be done. 

Q. [Inaudible]——the Federal Govern-
ment doing the best it can now? 

The President. I think all levels of Gov-
ernment are doing the best they can. If it’s 
not going right, we’ll make it right. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. in the 
evacuee shelter at the Bethany World Prayer Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to Larry Stockstill, 
senior pastor, Bethany World Prayer Center; 
Bishop Thomas D. Jakes, Sr., chief executive offi-
cer, The Potter’s House of Dallas, Inc., Dallas, 
TX; and Mayor Melvin L. ‘‘Kip’’ Holden of Baton 
Rouge, LA. 

Remarks at the Emergency 
Operations Center in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 

September 5, 2005 

First of all, thanks for doing your duty. 
You’ve faced one of the greatest challenges 
our country has ever faced. As a result of 
your compassion and your hard work and 
your dedication, a lot of people’s lives were 
saved, and I want to thank you for that. I 
hope that makes you feel good, to know that 
you helped save life. 

We’ve got a lot of work to do. I told the 
Governor and the Senators and the Congress 
people, I said, ‘‘You know, if it’s not right, 
we’re going to fix it, and if it is right, we’re 
going to keep doing it.’’ And this is just the 
beginning of a huge effort to—and we’re 
going to continue to save life. But you’ve got 
to know that lives are still being saved as we 
speak because thousands of people are taking 
in these displaced souls, in their homes and 
churches and synagogues and mosques and 
providing love and compassion and food. 

This is one of these disasters that will test 
our soul and test our spirit. And—but we’re 
going to show the world, once again, that not 
only we will survive, but that we will be 
stronger and better for it when it’s all said 
and done, that amidst this darkness, there 
is light. And I want to thank you all for pro-
viding light, immediate light to people who 
needed help. You make your State and your 
local governments and your country proud. 

God bless you and your families. May God 
bless the victims, and may God continue to 
bless our country. Thank you. 
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NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Kathleen Babineaux 
Blanco of Louisiana. 

Remarks to the Community in 
Poplarville, Mississippi 

September 5, 2005 

[The President’s remarks are joined in 
progress.] 

——out of this despair is going to come 
a vibrant coast. It’s—again, I understand if 
you’re saying to yourself, ‘‘Well, it’s hard for 
me to realize what George W. is saying, be-
cause I’ve seen the rubble and I know what 
has happened to my neighbors.’’ But I’d like 
to come back down here in about 2 years 
and walk your streets and see how vital this 
part of the world is going to be. 

I can’t wait to join you in the joy of wel-
coming neighbors back into neighborhoods, 
and small businesses up and running, and 
cutting those ribbons that somebody is cre-
ating new jobs. That’s what I think is going 
to happen. 

I just want you to know that when I’m 
thinking about how we can help this part of 
the world, Mississippi is on my mind. Mis-
sissippi is a part of the future of this country, 
and part of that future is to help you get 
back up on your feet. And I’m confident that 
your United States Senator Trent Lott, if I 
don’t say it loud enough, he will. [Laughter] 
He’ll remind us. But I appreciate you taking 
time out of your day. 

And by the way, I’m traveling with good 
company. My wife, Laura, is with me too. 

Let me conclude by asking for God’s bless-
ings on you all and your families and friends, 
and let you know we’re here for the long 
term. I understand. I understand the dam-
age. I understand the devastation. I under-
stand the destruction. I understand how long 
it’s going to take. And we’re with you. That’s 
what I want you to know. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:12 p.m. at Pearl 
River Community College. The Office of the Press 
Secretary also released a Spanish language tran-
script of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting and an Exchange With 
Reporters 

September 6, 2005 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
My message to the Cabinet this morning is 
this: This administration is not going to rest 
until every life can be saved, until families 
are reconnected, until this recovery is com-
plete. Our goals—our immediate goals are 
these: We want to complete the search-and- 
recovery; we want to restore essential serv-
ices; we want to drain the water in the af-
fected areas and begin removing debris; we 
want to—and are assessing public health and 
safety matters. 

I’ve asked the Vice President to go down 
to the affected region on Thursday. He will 
go down to assess our recovery efforts. He 
will help me determine whether or not we’re 
meeting these goals. He’ll work with Sec-
retary Chertoff and others to make sure that 
we remove any obstacles, bureaucratic obsta-
cles that may be preventing us from achiev-
ing our goals. In other words, bureaucracy 
is not going to stand in the way of getting 
the job done for the people. 

I was briefed on plans to immediately help 
our folks, plans to reconnect families, plans 
to make sure health care is available. And 
Secretary Leavitt gave me a good brief— 
plans on housing, both immediate and long- 
term housing. Most importantly, I was 
briefed by members of my Cabinet about 
how we’re going to make sure that people 
who are owed a Social Security check, get 
their Social Security check. At the center in 
Baton Rouge I went to yesterday, I remem-
ber clearly a person saying, ‘‘When am I 
going to get my Social Security check?’’ And 
it’s important to note, people understand we 
have a strategy to make sure the benefits that 
are due are going to get to them. 

Now, we understand people are scattered 
out across the country, but we have an obliga-
tion to make sure that whether a veteran’s 
benefit or an unemployment benefit or a So-
cial Security benefit gets to these people. 
And so we have a strategy in place, and we’re 
going to implement that strategy—to find 
people who are in those shelters or in 
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churches or in private homes—and get them 
the benefit. 

A lot of people are doing good work. We’ve 
got a heck of a lot more work to do, and 
that’s exactly what this Government is going 
to do. 

Hurricane Katrina Recovery Efforts 

Q. Mr. President. 
The President. Yes, Bob [Bob Franken, 

CNN]. 
Q. Do you intend to replace any from your 

administration who are leading this recovery 
effort, who were part of the effort last week 
that has been so widely criticized? 

The President. What I intend to do is lead 
a—to lead an investigation to find out what 
went right and what went wrong. And I’ll 
tell you why. It’s very important for us to 
understand the relationship between the 
Federal Government, the State government, 
and the local government when it comes to 
a major catastrophe. And the reason it’s im-
portant is, is that we still live in an unsettled 
world. We want to make sure that we can 
respond properly if there’s a WMD attack 
or another major storm. And so I’m going 
to find out, over time, what went right and 
what went wrong. 

Q. Sir. 
The President. Yes, Jennifer [Jennifer 

Loven, Associated Press]. 
Q. Secretary Chertoff has talked about 

being disturbed at the information—or lack 
of information to the State from the region. 
Just from what you know initially, do you 
think that more went wrong at the local or 
State level or the Federal level? And do you 
think there should be a commission to sort 
it out? 

The President. I think one of the things 
that people want us to do here is to play a 
blame game. We’ve got to solve problems. 
We’re problem-solvers. There will be ample 
time for people to figure out what went right 
and what went wrong. What I’m interested 
in is helping save lives. That’s what I want 
to do. And I want to make sure those poor 
folks who have been taken out of their com-
munities and who live in a—whose world has 
been shattered, get the help they need. And 
then we want to help New Orleans rebuild, 
and we want to see Biloxi rise again. 

And, you know, I was with the mayor of 
Waveland the other day, from Mississippi. 
His town was completely destroyed. What 
I’m interested in is helping that man and that 
community get back on their feet. That’s 
where my focus is. There will be ample time 
to assess—and we need to assess. And this 
administration will be part of the assessment 
as to what went wrong, because, I repeat, 
we’ve got to have as good a relationship as 
possible with all levels of government to be 
able to respond to major problems. And if 
things went wrong, we’ll correct them. And 
when things went right, we’ll duplicate them. 

Patsy [Patricia Wilson, Reuters]. 

Upcoming Supreme Court Nomination 

Q. Mr. President, on the Supreme Court, 
do you have a candidate in mind? And now 
that you have a second opportunity, are you 
more inclined to follow the First Lady’s ad-
vice and choose a woman? 

The President. First of all, I’m proud of 
my nominee to be the Chief. And the goal 
is to get this good person confirmed by the 
time the Court convenes this fall. See, they’re 
going to need their Chief. And, therefore, 
the Senate needs to have a—obviously, a 
thorough debate about Judge Roberts and 
get him confirmed quickly so that when the 
Court convenes, there is a Chief Justice. And 
I was deliberate in my process last time. I’ll 
be deliberative this time. I obviously inter-
viewed a lot of good candidates last time. I 
still will continue to reach out and make sure 
every good candidate is considered. 

Q. Are the same ones on the list, sir? Some 
of the same ones that you interviewed last 
time, are they—— 

The President. The list is wide open, 
which should create some good speculation 
here in Washington. [Laughter] And make 
sure you notice, when I said that, I looked 
right at Al Gonzales, who can really create 
speculation. [Laughter] 

Assistant Press Secretary Josh Deckart. 
Thank you all. 

The President. I’m not through yet. But 
this is important for people to understand: 
I want the Senate to focus not on who the 
next nominee is going to be, but the nominee 
I’ve got up there now. And it’s important for 
the country that they complete the work. And 
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in the meantime, the country can be assured 
that I’ll take a good, long look at who should 
replace Justice O’Connor. I called her from 
Air Force One yesterday and told her of my 
decision to name John Roberts to be the 
Chief. And her first reaction was that she bet-
ter get back to doing her homework, and she 
said so somewhat tongue-in-cheek, but she’s 
right, she’ll be there when the Court is seated 
with a new Chief Justice. And then we’ll 
move deliberately to replace Justice O’Con-
nor. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:08 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Chief Justice-Designate 
John G. Roberts, Jr.; and Mayor Tommy Longo 
of Waveland, MS. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
National Voluntary Organizations 
Representatives 
September 6, 2005 

Hurricane Katrina Recovery Efforts 

Listen, I want to thank leaders of the— 
in the faith—faith-based and community- 
based community for being here. We’ve got 
people who represent thousands of volun-
teers who are in the midst of helping save 
lives. 

You know, there’s a debate here about ref-
ugees. Let me tell you my attitude and the 
attitude of people around this table. The peo-
ple we’re talking about are not refugees; they 
are Americans. And they need the help and 
love and compassion of our fellow citizens. 
And the people at this table are providing 
that help and compassion and love. 

If you want to help, support the Red Cross 
or the Salvation Army or your church or the 
United Way. Houston, for example, is going 
to kick off a United Way campaign, and that 
money is going to help with the costs of the 
displaced persons inside of Houston. So 
please give cash money to organizations that 
are directly involved in helping save lives— 
save the lives that have been affected by Hur-
ricane Katrina. 

We have spent time talking about how we 
can make sure we continue progress, make 
sure people get—not only continue to get the 
affection and love of people in the private 
sector, but also to make sure that the Gov-
ernment gets people their Social Security 
checks or their veterans benefits checks, the 
checks that—unemployment checks. And 
we’ll do that. We’ll do that. 

Out of the darkness will come some light, 
and the light I saw yesterday at the program 
in Baton Rouge with T.D. Jakes was so ap-
parent to me. And it’s based upon the fact 
that we’ve got citizens who are willing to take 
time to love somebody like they would like 
to be loved themselves, welcome a stranger 
in their midst. And for those of you who have 
done that, I thank you from the bottom of 
my heart. You’re a part of the strength of 
this country. You’re what makes America a 
great place. 

In the meantime, we’ll continue to work 
together to do our duty and to help our citi-
zens who hurt and help this great part of 
the country rebuild. 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:02 p.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Bishop Thomas D. Jakes, 
chief executive officer, The Potter’s House of Dal-
las, Inc., Dallas, TX. 

Remarks on Efforts To Assist 
Students and School Districts 
Displaced by Hurricane Katrina 
September 6, 2005 

The President. Laura and I just had a 
good visit with Secretary of Education 
Spellings and her team about the—about the 
school children who have been displaced be-
cause of Hurricane Katrina. You know, this 
is a time when a lot of families are looking 
forward to sending their child back to school, 
and their children are excited about school. 
But a lot of those dreams and a lot of that 
excitement has been upset for a lot of stu-
dents because of the storm. 

Yesterday we went to a shelter in Baton 
Rouge and met a lot of little kids, many of 
whom are starting school in Baton Rouge. 
And it’s indicative of what’s taking place 
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across the country. A lot of school districts 
are taking in these children who have had 
to leave their homes and their local districts. 
And we want to thank the schools and the 
school districts and the teachers and the 
PTAs for reaching out and doing their duty. 

We spent time talking about how to help 
States absorb the costs. And Margaret is 
working on a plan that we’ll announce to the 
country after a while. The other thing that— 
and by the way, they’re going to set up a 
web page tomorrow that will enable people 
from around the country to be able to access 
the Department of Education web page to 
determine how they can help these school 
districts that are bringing in the new stu-
dents. 

As well, yesterday, when Laura and I were 
in Mississippi, I ran into a young pharmacy 
student that had been going to Xavier in New 
Orleans. And Xavier is one of our great uni-
versities, and she was so excited about going 
to school and had to come back home be-
cause of the hurricane. And she was con-
cerned and worried. 

One of the things that people can be as-
sured of is that, one, we’re reaching out to 
other universities to encourage them to ac-
cept students, and many are. And we will— 
there will be loan forbearance and loan ex-
tensions. In other words, the Department of 
Education will help those who have—are de-
pendent upon student loans, will help them 
be able to finance their education, will help 
them—if they’re not going to go back to 
school—and we hope they do, but if they 
choose not to, there will be a loan forbear-
ance. In other words, this Education Depart-
ment of ours is going to be flexible. 

I’m confident that this Government of ours 
will be able to help the local school districts, 
and I’m confident that the local school dis-
tricts will still want to maintain a high stand-
ard of excellence and make sure every child 
learns to read and write and add and sub-
tract. 

Laura is going down to DeSoto County, 
Mississippi, to comfort the folks there and 
to let them know the Federal Government 
is aware of the problems when it comes to 
education and that we will step up and as-
sume our responsibility to make sure every 

single child in this country gets a good edu-
cation. 

And again, I want to thank the local school 
districts all around the country who are mak-
ing extraordinary efforts to make sure that 
the children who have been upset by this 
hurricane are able to find some comfort and 
some solace in the midst of their anguish by 
being able to go to a school. 

Thank you all. 
Q. Can you take a question on energy, sir? 
Q. When is the First Lady going, sir? 
The President. Thursday. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:04 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks at the Funeral Service for 
Chief Justice of the United States 
William H. Rehnquist 

September 7, 2005 

Jim and Janet and Nancy; members of the 
Rehnquist family; colleagues of the Chief 
Justice: 

This afternoon the people of the United 
States mourn the passing of the leader of a 
branch of the Government, the eight Justices 
of the Court pay final homage to their Chief 
and friend, and a loving family bids farewell 
to a kind and gentle soul. 

William Hubbs Rehnquist accomplished 
many things in his good life and rose to high 
places. And we remember the integrity and 
the sense of duty that he brought to every 
task before him. That character was clear in 
the young man of 18 who signed up for the 
Army Air Corps during the Second World 
War. The Nation saw that character in his 
more than three decades of service on our 
highest Court. And the Nation saw it again 
last January the 20th, when the Chief Justice 
made his way onto the Inaugural platform. 
Many will never forget the sight of this man, 
weakened by illness, rise to his full height 
and say in a strong voice, ‘‘Raise your right 
hand, Mr. President, and repeat after me.’’ 

It was more than a half-century ago that 
Bill Rehnquist first came to the Supreme 
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Court as a law clerk. As he would later re-
count the story, he made that trip from Mil-
waukee in the middle of the winter in an 
old blue Studebaker with no heater. He re-
called that as he began the journey, he patted 
that car and thought, ‘‘Don’t let me down, 
baby.’’ 

After a year-and-a-half in the Chambers 
of Justice Robert Jackson, Bill Rehnquist left 
DC and headed for Phoenix with an even 
greater love for the law and with something 
more, a beautiful fiancee named Natalie Cor-
nell. She would share his walk in life for near-
ly 40 years. All who knew the Chief know 
how he cherished Nan and their time to-
gether and how much he missed his wife in 
the years without her. 

In every chapter of his life, William 
Rehnquist stood apart for his powerful intel-
lect and clear convictions. In a profession 
that values disciplined thought and persua-
sive ability, a talent like his gets noticed in 
a hurry. Still in his 40s, he became the 100th 
Justice of the Supreme Court, and one of 
the youngest in modern times. 

After he moved to the center chair, Wil-
liam Rehnquist led the Court for nearly two 
decades and earned a place among our great-
est chief justices. He built consensus through 
openness and collegiality. He was a distin-
guished scholar of the Constitution and a su-
perb administrator of the judicial conference. 
He understood the role of a judge and the 
place of courts in our constitutional system. 
He was prudent in exercising judicial power 
and firm in defending judicial independence. 

On the bench and as a leader of the Fed-
eral courts, Chief Justice Rehnquist was al-
ways a calm and steady presence. In his 
thinking and in his bearing, he personified 
the ideal of fairness, and people could sense 
it. Inside the Court, no man could have been 
a finer steward of the institution, its customs, 
and its history. 

As long as William Rehnquist was pre-
siding, colleagues and advocates knew that 
the proceedings would be orderly, on time, 
businesslike, and occasionally humorous. 
Once during an oral argument, a lawyer criti-
cized his opponent’s position by saying, ‘‘I 
doubt very much it will fool this Court.’’ The 
Chief Justice replied, ‘‘Don’t overestimate 
us.’’ [Laughter] 

In his time on the Court, William 
Rehnquist served with 16 other justices, and 
by all accounts, each one of his colleagues 
regarded the man with respect and affection. 
Justice William Brennen once said to a vis-
itor, ‘‘I cannot begin to tell you . . . how 
fond all of us are of him personally.’’ 

Throughout this city of government, peo-
ple saw William Rehnquist in that same way. 
He carried himself with dignity but without 
pretense. Like Ronald Reagan, the President 
who elevated him to Chief Justice, he was 
kindly and decent, and there was not an 
ounce of self-importance about him. It is rare 
that—it is a rare man who can hold a promi-
nent position in Washington, DC, for more 
than 30 years and leave behind only good 
feelings and admiration. That’s what William 
Rehnquist did. 

His law clerks knew him as a demanding 
boss who pressed them, as one said, to ‘‘read 
carefully, write clearly, and to think hard.’’ 
But the clerks also became an extension of 
the Chief’s family, joining him for walks 
around the Capitol, or for lunch or dinner, 
or games of tennis or charades. His clerks 
remember those times with fondness. And 
even more, they remember his vast store of 
knowledge and his daily example of clear 
thinking and character. To work beside Wil-
liam Rehnquist was to learn how a wise man 
looks at the law and how a good man looks 
at life. 

The Chief Justice was devoted to his pub-
lic duties but not consumed by them. He was 
a renaissance man, a man who adored his 
family, a man who always kept things in bal-
ance. He read works of history and wrote 
a few fine ones of his own. He knew how 
to paint, and he knew how to win at bridge 
and poker. He had a passion for the classics, 
for astronomy, and for college basketball. He 
enjoyed music, and having stood next to him 
during the National Anthem, I can tell you 
the man loved to sing. [Laughter] 

William Rehnquist often reminded young 
lawyers of the ancient insight that time is the 
most valuable thing a man can spend. He 
spoke with feeling about the need to choose 
wisely, doing your job well, and never forget-
ting the other important things that also take 
time: love for one another, being a good par-
ent to a child, service to your community. 
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He might have added, the importance of 
being a loving grandfather, because he was 
clearly that too. 

The 16th Chief Justice of the United 
States was given 80 years of life. He filled 
those years with purpose, a gracious spirit, 
and faithful service to God and country to 
the very end. He now goes to his rest beside 
his beloved Nan. And William H. Rehnquist 
leaves behind the gratitude of our whole Na-
tion. We’re proud of our Chief Justice, and 
America honors his memory. May God bless 
him. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at St. 
Matthew’s Cathedral. In his remarks, he referred 
to James Rehnquist, Janet Rehnquist, and Nancy 
Spears, children of Chief Justice William H. 
Rehnquist. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of these remarks. 

Letter to the Speaker of the House of 
Representatives Requesting 
Additional Emergency FY 2005 
Supplemental Funds 
September 7, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 
On September 2nd, I signed into law Pub-

lic Law 109–61, the ‘‘Emergency Supple-
mental Appropriations Act to Meet Imme-
diate Needs Arising From the Consequences 
of Hurricane Katrina, 2005,’’ which provided 
$10.5 billion in emergency supplemental 
funds for hurricane-related disaster relief. 

Due to the catastrophic nature of Hurri-
cane Katrina, I am asking the Congress to 
consider the enclosed request, for an addi-
tional $51.8 billion, for emergency FY 2005 
supplemental resources for the Departments 
of Defense and Homeland Security and the 
Army Corps of Engineers. 

I hereby designate this proposal in the 
amount requested herein as an emergency 
requirement. This request responds to ur-
gent needs associated with immediate re-
sponse and recovery efforts associated with 
Hurricane Katrina in Alabama, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and other affected areas. 

I urge the Congress to act expeditiously 
on this request to ensure that the Federal 
response to this disaster continues uninter-
rupted. I anticipate making a further request 

that will provide for additional response and 
recovery efforts after further assessing the 
impact of the hurricane. 

The details of this request are set forth 
in the enclosed letter from the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

Remarks on Hurricane Katrina 
Recovery Efforts 
September 8, 2005 

I want to thank the members of my Cabi-
net who have joined me today. Today I’m 
going to take this opportunity to speak di-
rectly to our citizens who have been dis-
placed by Hurricane Katrina. 

Many of you have been evacuated from 
the flooded and destroyed areas and now find 
yourselves far from home, without proper 
identification or even a change of clothes. So 
today I’m announcing two important steps 
that we are taking to provide you the help 
you need, steps that will cut through the red-
tape so that we get that help into your hands 
as quickly and easily as possible. 

The first step is providing every household 
with $2,000 in emergency disaster relief that 
can be used for immediate needs such as 
food or clothing or personal essentials. For 
those of you who are living in the large shel-
ters, such as the Houston Astrodome, I know 
that you don’t have cars or transportation and 
cannot get yourself to the centers to collect 
these funds. I also know that some of you 
do not have access to a savings or checking 
account or ways to cash a check. FEMA and 
Red Cross teams are either—are working or 
soon will be working with your shelters to 
meet your challenges and to get assistance 
into your hands as soon as possible. By reg-
istering for the first $2,000, you will begin 
the process of arranging for the delivery of 
other, longer term assistance that will be 
made available in the coming weeks for eligi-
ble households. For those of you who are 
staying with family members or in a rented 
room or a hotel or apartment, FEMA is also 
working to get these funds in your hands. 

Now, here are two ways that you can reg-
ister for this assistance. You can call 1–800– 
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621–FEMA. That’s 1–800–621–FEMA. Or, 
if you have the capability to use the Internet, 
you can log on to www.fema.gov. A FEMA 
representative will arrange for your assist-
ance to be delivered by mail or deposited 
into your bank account. If you have special 
needs, the FEMA representative can help ar-
range to get the money to you in another 
way. 

Now, we have 3,000 people who are work-
ing around the clock to take the calls. We’re 
in the process of training more, and that 
number will be increasing dramatically. More 
than 400,000 families have already been reg-
istered. We still have tens of thousands more 
people who need to be processed, so I ask 
for your patience if you experience problems 
in trying to contact FEMA. 

To those of you in our faith-based and 
community groups who have opened up your 
hearts and homes, I want to thank you for 
your service to our fellow Americans. If 
you’ve not been in contact with a FEMA rep-
resentative, please do so to help the people 
in your shelters. And, again, you can call 1– 
800–621–FEMA. By calling a FEMA rep-
resentative, you can assure that the people 
you’ve taken in are registered and able to 
receive the emergency assistance funds. 

As we work to deliver this emergency re-
lief, we’re also working to ensure that those 
of you who have received Federal benefits 
administered by the States of Alabama, Mis-
sissippi, and Louisiana will continue to get 
those benefits in the States where you’re now 
staying. 

So the second step we’re taking today is 
designed to make it easier for you to register 
and collect these benefits in any State in the 
country. We will start by granting evacuee 
status for all of you who have lived in coun-
ties that have been declared disaster areas. 
We know that many of you no longer have 
the legal documents or the records to prove 
your eligibility for the benefits you’ve been 
getting. We understand that. And so, with 
this evacuee status, you will be able to reg-
ister for your benefits without many of the 
traditional administrative requirements for 
verification and enrollment. 

The special evacuee status applies to the 
full range of Federal benefits administered 
by the States. These programs include: Med-

icaid; temporary assistance for needy fami-
lies; child care; mental health services and 
substance abuse treatment; food stamps; 
housing; foster care; women, infants, and 
children nutrition; school lunch; unemploy-
ment compensation; and job training. 

The States that have opened up their doors 
should not be penalized for coming to the 
aid of Americans in distress. And so I’m going 
to work with the Congress to reimburse the 
States that are taking in evacuees from the 
affected areas along the Gulf Coast. 

I want to thank the Governors and the 
leaders of the States that have taken in so 
many of our fellow citizens. I want to thank 
you for your compassion. And we understand 
that this is going to strain your budgets, so 
the Federal Government, as I just said, will 
operate under this principle: You should not 
be penalized for showing compassion. State 
enrollment teams are already set up in many 
shelters, and many have 1–800 numbers that 
people can call. Any evacuee can contact the 
nearest State or local benefits office to get 
the information about enrolling. 

And those of you who are staying in a 
home or church that has access to the Inter-
net can find out how to receive these benefits 
by going to www.govbenefits.gov. These are 
just some of the many steps we’ll be taking 
in what will be a long relief effort. We have 
much more work to do. But the people who 
have been hurt by this storm know that— 
need to know that the Government is going 
to be with you for the long haul. 

In all the steps we take, our goal is not 
to simply provide benefits but to make them 
easy and simple as possible to collect. The 
responsibility of caring for hundreds of thou-
sands of citizens who no longer have homes 
is going to place many demands on our Na-
tion. We have many difficult days ahead, es-
pecially as we recover those who did not sur-
vive the storm. I’ve instructed all agencies 
to honor their memory by treating the dead 
with the dignity and respect they deserve. 

Throughout our history, in times of testing, 
Americans have come together in prayer to 
heal and ask for strength for the tasks ahead. 
So I’ve declared Friday, September the 16th, 
as a National Day of Prayer and Remem-
brance. I ask that we pray, as Americans have 
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always prayed in times of trial, with con-
fidence in His purpose, with hope for a 
brighter future, and with the humility to ask 
God to keep us strong so that we can better 
serve our brothers and sisters in need. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:25 p.m. in Room 
350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Statement on Congressional Action 
on Emergency Funding for 
Hurricane Katrina Recovery Efforts 
September 8, 2005 

I thank Congress for continuing to help 
those affected by Hurricane Katrina by mov-
ing swiftly and in strong bipartisan fashion 
to approve these additional emergency funds. 
The people affected by this storm have im-
mediate needs that we must continue to 
meet without delay. More resources will be 
needed as we work to help people get back 
on their feet. We will continue to help people 
rebuild their lives and rebuild the region. 

Proclamation 7924—To Suspend 
Subchapter IV of Chapter 31 of Title 
40, United States Code, Within a 
Limited Geographic Area in 
Response to the National Emergency 
Caused by Hurricane Katrina 
September 8, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

1. Section 3142(a) of title 40, United States 
Code, provides that ‘‘every contract in excess 
of $2,000, to which the Federal Government 
or the District of Columbia is a party, for 
construction, alteration, or repair, including 
painting and decorating, of public buildings 
and public works of the Government or the 
District of Columbia that are located in a 
State or the District of Columbia and which 
requires or involves the employment of me-
chanics or laborers shall contain a provision 

stating the minimum wages to be paid var-
ious classes or laborers and mechanics.’’ 

2. Section 3142(b) of title 40, United 
States Code, provides that such ‘‘minimum 
wages shall be based on the wages the Sec-
retary of Labor determines to be prevailing 
for the corresponding classes of laborers and 
mechanics employed on projects of a char-
acter similar to the contract work in the civil 
subdivision of the State in which the work 
is to be performed . . .’’ 

3. Under various other related acts, the 
payment of wages is made dependent upon 
determinations by the Secretary of Labor 
under section 3142 of title 40, United States 
Code. 

4. Section 3147 of title 40, United States 
Code, provides that ‘‘[t]he President may sus-
pend the provisions of this subchapter during 
a national emergency.’’ 

5. Several areas of the Nation have been 
recently devastated by Hurricane Katrina. 
The devastation from the hurricane has re-
sulted in the largest amount of property dam-
age from a natural disaster in the history of 
the Nation. An enormous but undetermined 
number of lives have been lost, and hundreds 
of thousands of homes and business estab-
lishments either destroyed or severely dam-
aged. Hundreds of thousands of individuals 
have lost their jobs and their livelihood. An 
unprecedented amount of Federal assistance 
will be needed to restore the communities 
that have been ravaged by the hurricane. Ac-
cordingly, I find that the conditions caused 
by Hurricane Katrina constitute a ‘‘national 
emergency’’ within the meaning of section 
3147 of title 40, United States Code. 

(a) Hurricane Katrina has resulted in un-
precedented property damage. 

(b) The wage rates imposed by section 
3142 of title 40, United States Code, 
increase the cost to the Federal Gov-
ernment of providing Federal assist-
ance to these areas. 

(c) Suspension of the subchapter IV of 
chapter 31 of title 40, United States 
Code, 40 U.S.C. 3141–3148, and the 
operation of related acts to the extent 
they depend upon the Secretary of 
Labor’s determinations under section 
3142 of title 40, United States Code, 
will result in greater assistance to 
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these devastated communities and 
will permit the employment of thou-
sands of additional individuals. 

Now, therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do by this proclamation suspend, as to all 
contracts entered into on or after the date 
of this proclamation and until otherwise pro-
vided, the provisions of subchapter IV of 
chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code, 
40 U.S.C. 3141–3148, and the provisions of 
all other acts providing for the payment of 
wages, which provisions are dependent upon 
determinations by the Secretary of Labor 
under section 3142 of title 40, United States 
Code, as they apply to contracts to be per-
formed in the following jurisdictions: the 
counties of Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Mo-
bile, Sumter, and Washington in the State 
of Alabama; the counties of Broward, Miami- 
Dade, and Monroe in the State of Florida; 
the parishes of Acadia, Allen, Ascension, As-
sumption, Avoyelles, Beauregard, Bienville, 
Bossier, Caddo, Calcasieu, Caldwell, Cam-
eron, Catahoula, Claiborne, Concordia, De 
Soto, East Baton Rouge, East Carroll, East 
Feliciana, Evangeline, Franklin, Grant, Ibe-
ria, Iberville, Jackson, Jefferson, Jefferson 
Davis, La Salle, Lafayette, Lafourche, Lin-
coln, Livingston, Madison, Morehouse, 
Natchitoches, Orleans, Ouachita, 
Plaquemines, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, Red 
River, Richland, Sabine, St. Bernard, St. 
Charles, St. Helena, St. James, St. John the 
Baptist, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, St. 
Tammany, Tangipahoa, Tensas, Terrebonne, 
Union, Vermilion, Vernon, Washington, 
Webster, West Baton Rouge, West Carroll, 
West Feliciana, and Winn in the State of 
Louisiana; and the counties of Adams, 
Alcorn, Amite, Attala, Benton, Bolivar, Cal-
houn, Carroll, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Clai-
borne, Clarke, Clay, Coahoma, Copiah, Cov-
ington, DeSoto, Forrest, Franklin, George, 
Greene, Grenada, Hancock, Harrison, 
Hinds, Holmes, Humphreys, Issaquena, 
Itawamba, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Jeffer-
son Davis, Jones, Kemper, Lafayette, Lamar, 
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Leake, Lee, Leflore, 
Lincoln, Lowndes, Madison, Marion, Mar-
shall, Monroe, Montgomery, Neshoba, New-
ton, Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Panola, Pearl 
River, Perry, Pike Pontotoc, Prentiss, 

Quitman, Rankin, Scott, Sharkey, Simpson, 
Smith, Stone, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tate, 
Tippah, Tishomingo, Tunica, Union, 
Walthall, Warren, Washington, Wayne, Web-
ster, Wilkinson, Winston, Yalobusha, Yazoo 
in the State of Mississippi. 

And, as to such contracts to be performed 
in such jurisdictions, I do hereby suspend, 
until otherwise provided, the provisions of 
any Executive Order, proclamation, rule, reg-
ulation, or other directive providing for the 
payment of wages, which provisions are de-
pendent upon determinations by the Sec-
retary of Labor under section 3142 of title 
40, United States Code; 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 13. 

Message to the Congress on the 
National Emergency Caused by 
Hurricane Katrina 
September 8, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I hereby report that I have exercised my 

statutory authority under section 6 of the 
Davis-Bacon Act, 40 U.S.C. 276a-5, to sus-
pend the provisions of sections 276a to 276a- 
5 of the Davis-Bacon Act in the event of a 
national emergency. I have found that the 
conditions caused by Hurricane Katrina con-
stitute a ‘‘national emergency’’ within the 
meaning of section 6. I have, therefore, sus-
pended the provisions of the Davis-Bacon 
Act in designated areas in the States of Ala-
bama, Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi. 

This action is more fully set out in the en-
closed proclamation that I have issued today. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 8, 2005. 
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NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Proclamation 7925—National Day of 
Prayer and Remembrance for the 
Victims of Hurricane Katrina 
September 8, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

Hurricane Katrina was one of the worst 
natural disasters in our Nation’s history and 
has caused unimaginable devastation and 
heartbreak throughout the Gulf Coast Re-
gion. A vast coastline of towns and commu-
nities has been decimated. Many lives have 
been lost, and hundreds of thousands of our 
fellow Americans are suffering great hard-
ship. To honor the memory of those who lost 
their lives, to provide comfort and strength 
to the families of the victims, and to help 
ease the burden of the survivors, I call upon 
all Americans to pray to Almighty God and 
to perform acts of service. 

As we observe a National Day of Prayer 
and Remembrance for the Victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina, we pledge our support for 
those who have been injured and for the 
communities that are struggling to rebuild. 
We offer thanks to God for the goodness and 
generosity of so many Americans who have 
come together to provide relief and bring 
hope to fellow citizens in need. Our Nation 
is united in compassion for the victims and 
in resolve to overcome the tremendous loss 
that has come to America. We will strive to-
gether in this effort, and we will prevail 
through perseverance and prayer. 

Americans are reaching out to those who 
suffer by opening their hearts, homes, and 
communities. Their actions demonstrate the 
greatest compassion one person may show 
to another: to love your neighbor as yourself. 
Across our Nation, so many selfless deeds re-
flect the promise of the Scripture: ‘‘For I was 
hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty 
and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and 
you took Me in.’’ I encourage all Americans 
to respond with acts of kindness in the days 
ahead. By contributing time, money, or need-
ed goods to a relief organization and by pray-

ing for the survivors and those in recovery 
efforts, we can make a tremendous dif-
ference in the lives of those in need. 

Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath re-
sulted in a considerable loss of life. We pray 
that God will bless the souls of the lost, and 
that He will comfort their families and 
friends and all lives touched by this disaster. 
As the American people unite to help those 
who are hurting, we share a determination 
to stand by those affected by Hurricane 
Katrina in the months and years ahead as 
they rebuild their lives and reclaim their fu-
ture. We are determined that the Gulf Coast 
region will rise again. The tasks before us 
are enormous, and so is the heart of America. 
We will continue to comfort and care for the 
survivors. We will once again show the world 
that the worst adversities bring out the best 
in the American people. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
tember 16, 2005, as a National Day of Prayer 
and Remembrance for the Victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. I ask that the people of the 
United States and places of worship mark 
this National Day of Prayer and Remem-
brance with memorial services and other ap-
propriate observances. I also encourage all 
Americans to remember those who have suf-
fered in the disaster by offering prayers and 
giving their hearts and homes for those who 
now, more than ever, need our compassion 
and our support. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirtieth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 13. 

VerDate Aug 18 2005 10:36 Sep 13, 2005 Jkt 205250 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P36SET4.009 P36SET4



1366 Sept. 8 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Certain Terrorist Attacks 
September 8, 2005 

Consistent with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency I declared on September 14, 2001, in 
Proclamation 7463, with respect to the ter-
rorist attacks at the World Trade Center, 
New York, New York, and the Pentagon, and 
the continuing and immediate threat of fur-
ther attacks on the United States. 

By Executive Order 13223 of September 
14, 2001 and Executive Order 13253 of Janu-
ary 16, 2002, I delegated authority to the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretary of Trans-
portation to order members of the Reserve 
Components to active duty and to waive cer-
tain statutory military personnel require-
ments. By Executive Order 13235 of Novem-
ber 16, 2001, I delegated authority to the 
Secretary of Defense to exercise certain 
emergency construction authority. By Execu-
tive Order 13286 of February 28, 2003, I 
transferred the authority delegated to the 
Secretary of Transportation in Executive 
Order 13223 to the Secretary of Homeland 
Security. 

Because the terrorist threat continues, the 
national emergency declared on September 
14, 2001, and the measures taken on Sep-
tember 14, 2001, November 16, 2001, and 
January 16, 2002, to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Sep-
tember 14, 2005. Therefore, I am continuing 
in effect for an additional year the national 
emergency I declared on September 14, 
2001, with respect to the terrorist threat. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 8, 2005. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2005] 

NOTE: This notice will be published in the Federal 
Register on September 13. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Certain 
Terrorist Attacks 
September 8, 2005 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. Consistent with this provision, I 
have sent to the Federal Register the en-
closed notice, stating that the emergency de-
clared with respect to the terrorist attacks 
on the United States of September 11, 2001, 
is to continue in effect for an additional year. 

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national 
emergency continues. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to continue 
in effect after September 14, 2005, the na-
tional emergency with respect to the terrorist 
threat. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 8, 2005. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Remarks at the Swearing-In 
Ceremony for Karen P. Hughes as 
Under Secretary of State for Public 
Diplomacy and Public Affairs 
September 9, 2005 

The President. Thank you. Madame Sec-
retary, thank you. Thank you for the fine 
leadership you’re providing for our country. 
Laura and I are pleased to be back here at 
the State Department, and we’re really 
pleased to be here to honor our new Under 
Secretary for Public Diplomacy and Public 
Affairs, Ambassador Karen Hughes. 

It’s good to see many of Karen’s friends 
here today, particularly those from Texas. 
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Welcome. I want to say something about her 
family, her husband, Jerry, and Robert and 
Leigh and Lauren. I want to thank you very 
much for supporting Karen. It is a real bless-
ing for this country that she has decided to 
come back and serve. And I know she would 
not have done that without your support, so 
thank you all very much. 

We’re in a war on terror. We are still at 
war. And to succeed in this war, we must 
effectively explain our policies and funda-
mental values to people around the world. 
This is an incredibly important mission, and 
so I’ve asked one of America’s most talented 
communicators to take it on. 

Karen Hughes has been one of my closest 
and most trusted advisers for more than a 
decade. She understands the miracle of 
America. She understands what we stand for. 
After all, she’s lived it. Her grandfather was 
a Pennsylvania coal miner. She’s a working 
mom who rose to serve at the highest levels 
of our Government. She has a compassionate 
heart, a brilliant mind, and a deep love for 
America. I can think of no one better to share 
the American experience with the world than 
Karen Hughes. 

I want to thank the Cabinet Secretaries 
who are here. I appreciate you taking time 
out of your day to come and honor our friend. 
Don’t hesitate to get back to work. We’ve 
got a lot to do. [Laughter] I appreciate Gen-
eral Dick Myers, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, who’s with us. I want to thank John 
Negroponte, who is joining us as well. And 
thank you all. 

America is a strong and resilient nation. 
Our people have the spirit, the resources, 
and the determination to overcome any chal-
lenge. And today, this Nation faces enormous 
challenges at home and abroad. 

At this moment, our fellow citizens along 
the Gulf Coast are struggling to recover from 
one of the worst natural disasters in our 
country’s history. Many thousands have lost 
their homes. They’ve lost their loved ones. 
They’ve lost all their earthly possessions. The 
disaster area is larger than the size of Great 
Britain. Towns and communities have been 
flattened. One of our great cities has been 
submerged. 

In this time of struggle, the American peo-
ple need to know we’re not struggling alone. 

I want to thank the members of the diplo-
matic corps who are with us today. I want 
to thank the world community for its prayers 
and for the offers of assistance that have 
come from all around the world. The out-
pouring of compassion and support has been 
substantial. 

Think of this: Afghanistan has pledged 
$100,000 to aid—in aid to the victims of Hur-
ricane Katrina. Mr. Ambassador, thank you. 
Canada has sent ships with disaster supplies. 
Air Canada—Air Canada’s planes assisted in 
the evacuation. Israel sent tents and mineral 
water and medical supplies. Italy has sent 
beds and sheets and blankets and inflatable 
rafts to help with rescue efforts. Kuwait has 
pledged $400 million in oil and $100 million 
in humanitarian aid. Qatar and the UAE has 
pledged $100 million each. Sri Lanka, one 
of the world’s most impoverished nations that 
is struggling to overcome the effects of the 
tsunami, has sent a donation of $25,000. 

In all, more than a hundred countries have 
stepped forward with offers of assistance, and 
additional pledges of support are coming in 
every day. To every nation in every province 
and every local community across the globe 
that is standing with the American people 
and with those who hurt on the Gulf Coast, 
our entire Nation thanks you for your sup-
port. 

Four years ago, the American people saw 
a similar outpouring of sympathy and support 
when another tragedy struck our Nation, the 
terrorist attacks of September the 11th, 2001. 
This Sunday, Americans will mark the fourth 
anniversary of that terrible day when nearly 
3,000 innocent people were murdered. The 
attacks took place on American soil, yet they 
left grieving families on virtually every con-
tinent. Citizens from dozens of nations were 
killed on September the 11th, innocent men 
and women and children of every race and 
every religion. 

And in the 4 years since the September 
the 11th attacks, the terrorists have contin-
ued to kill in Madrid and Istanbul and Jakarta 
and Casablanca, in Riyadh, in Bali, in Bagh-
dad, in London, in Sharm el-Sheikh, and 
elsewhere. 

In the war on terror, the world’s civilized 
nations face a common enemy, an enemy that 
hates us because of the values we hold in 
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common. The terrorists have a strategy. They 
want to force those of us who love freedom 
to retreat, to pull back so they can topple 
governments in the Middle East and turn 
that region into a safe haven for terrorism. 

To achieve these aims, they kill the inno-
cent, because they believe that all human life 
is expendable. And that stands in stark con-
trast to what we believe. We believe human 
life is a precious gift from our Creator. Every 
nation that shares this belief shares the belief 
in human rights and human dignity, shares 
a stake in the outcome of this struggle. Every 
nation that believes that human rights and 
human dignity applies to every man, woman, 
and child, shares a responsibility in ensuring 
our victory over the terrorists. 

We’re on a hunt for the terrorists. We are 
striking them in foreign lands before they can 
hurt our citizens again. Yet we know that this 
war will not be won by force of arms alone. 
We must defeat the terrorists on the battle-
field, and we must also defeat them in the 
battle of ideas. 

As Prime Minister Blair said after the Lon-
don attacks, we must not fight just the terror-
ists’ methods, but also their views; not just 
their barbaric acts, but also their barbaric 
ideas. In the long run, the only way to achieve 
lasting peace is to offer a hopeful alternative 
to the terrorist ideology of hatred and fear. 

By spreading the hope of freedom across 
the broader Middle East, Condi and Karen— 
or should I say, Madam Secretary and the 
Ambassador—understand that spreading the 
message of freedom requires an aggressive 
effort to share and communicate America’s 
fundamental values. 

And so they have an ambitious agenda to 
carry out. First, I’ve asked them to marshal 
all the resources of the Federal Government 
to this critical mission. Public diplomacy is 
the job of every member of my administra-
tion. As the Under Secretary for Public Di-
plomacy and Public Affairs, Karen will direct 
the State Department’s efforts to commu-
nicate with the world, and at the same time, 
she will coordinate the work of our adminis-
tration in support of this vital mission, ensur-
ing that every agency and department gives 
public diplomacy the same level of priority 
that I do. 

Second, I’ve asked the State Department 
to enlist the support of the private sector in 
our Nation’s public diplomacy efforts. The 
experienced diplomats in this room will be 
the first to tell you, the American people are 
some of our Nation’s best ambassadors. We 
must find ways to utilize their talents and 
skills more effectively. Everyone who travels 
abroad or welcomes an exchange student into 
their home is an ambassador for America. 
And we need more of our citizens involved 
in our public diplomacy. 

Third, I’ve asked the State Department to 
improve our Government’s capabilities to 
confront terrorist propaganda quickly, before 
myths have time to take root in the hearts 
and minds of people across the world. Listen, 
our enemies use lies. They use lies to recruit 
and train and indoctrinate. So Karen and her 
team have a vital task. They must ensure that 
the terrorist lies are challenged aggressively 
and that our Government is prepared to re-
spond to false accusations and propaganda 
immediately. 

Finally, I’ve asked the State Department 
to encourage Americans to learn about the 
languages and cultures of the broader Middle 
East. In the early days of the cold war, our 
Government undertook an intensive effort to 
encourage young Americans to study Russian 
language and history and culture so we could 
better understand the aspirations of the Rus-
sian people and the psychology of those who 
oppressed them. I’ve got to tell you, it’s im-
pressive to be with Condi when you’re with 
the Russian officials, to hear her speak the 
Russian language. She was a part of that ini-
tiative. Today, the struggle for freedom has 
shifted to a new region of the world, and 
we need a similar effort to educate our peo-
ple about the broader Middle East. 

We must encourage young scholars to 
study the great history and traditions of the 
region. We need skilled linguists who can 
communicate with their people so we can en-
gage in a fruitful dialog about what it means 
to live in liberty. 

We’ve living in dangerous and challenging 
times, yet this is also a moment of great hope 
and opportunity. Across the world, hearts 
and minds are opening to the message of 
human liberty as never before. In the last 
2 years alone, tens of millions have voted for 
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the first time in Afghanistan, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine, and Georgia. And as 
they claim their freedom, they are inspiring 
millions more across the broader Middle 
East. We must encourage their aspirations. 
We must nurture freedom’s progress. 

Karen will deliver the message of freedom 
with humility and compassion and deter-
mination. She knows that freedom is not 
America’s gift to the world. She knows that 
freedom is the Almighty God’s gift to every 
man, woman, and child in this world. She 
will help America seize this moment of op-
portunity by working with other nations and 
peoples to replace tyranny with tolerance and 
overcome hatred with hope. Together, we’re 
going to help millions achieve the non-nego-
tiable demands of human dignity, so they can 
build a better life for their children, and so 
we can lay the foundation of peace for our 
children and grandchildren. 

Karen, good luck in your task. May God 
bless you. 

[At this point, Under Secretary Hughes was 
sworn into office.] 

The President. Good luck. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:17 a.m. in the 
Benjamin Franklin Room at the State Depart-
ment. In his remarks, he referred to Ambassador 
Said Tayeb Jawad of Afghanistan; and Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of Under Secretary 
Hughes and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 
who introduced the President. 

Remarks at the 9/11 Heroes Medal of 
Valor Award Ceremony 
September 9, 2005 

Thank you all very much. Thank you. Wel-
come to the White House. Laura and I are 
honored that you’re here today. We recog-
nize a group of Americans whose bravery and 
commitment to their fellow citizens showed 
us the true meaning of heroism. 

The 442 names you just heard belong to 
men and women of uncommon valor and de-
cency and honor. On one of the worst days 
our country has ever witnessed, we witnessed 
the courage of some of the finest people our 

country has ever produced. And their sac-
rifice will always be remembered. 

I want to thank the Attorney General. I 
welcome Members of the United States Con-
gress and the United States Senate who have 
joined us, Bill Frist, Senator Schumer, Con-
gressman Fossella, Congressman Crowley— 
by the way, thank you for bringing your 
mother—Congressman Wolf, Congressman 
Smith, Congressman King, Congressman 
McCarthy, Congressman Israel. 

I want to thank Ray Kelly, the police com-
missioner for the great city of New York. I 
thank all the fire chiefs, police chiefs, Port 
Authority personnel. I particularly want to 
thank the men and women who are on the 
frontline of making us safe. Thank you all 
for coming today. 

The 9/11 Heroes Medal of Valor honors 
the public safety officers who gave their lives 
on September the 11th. On that day, fire-
fighters, police officers, emergency medical 
technicians, Port Authority personnel, and 
other public safety officers performed their 
jobs with extraordinary distinction in the face 
of unspeakable terror. 

We’re grateful to the families and friends 
who have come here to honor their memory. 
We know that the sense of loss you feel does 
not disappear with time. Four years later, you 
still miss your loved ones. America admires 
your courage in the face of such terrible pain. 
And your loved ones will always have the 
thanks and admiration and respect of a grate-
ful nation. 

When America has been challenged, there 
has always been citizens willing to step for-
ward and risk their lives for the rest of us. 
Over the last 11 days in Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi and Alabama, we have again seen acts 
of great compassion and extraordinary brav-
ery from America’s first-responders. Fire-
fighters and police, and U.S. Coast Guard 
men and women, and National Guardsmen 
and active duty forces, disaster and medical 
assistance teams, search and rescue units 
from all over the United States have de-
scended on the Gulf Coast to help the victims 
of Hurricane Katrina. They have faced the 
storm’s destruction with valor and deter-
mination, and their hard work has saved lives 
in the face of great adversity. 
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We’re still at the beginning of a huge ef-
fort. The tasks before us are enormous. Yet 
so is the heart of the United States. We’re 
grateful to the emergency personnel who are 
working to assist victims and restore commu-
nities affected by this disaster. In these dif-
ficult days, we have again seen the great 
strength and character and resolve of Amer-
ica. And we will continue to work to help 
the people who are struggling. 

In every community, we depend on those 
who carry the badge, who keep the peace 
and protect our citizens. And in times of na-
tional crisis, all Americans are grateful to 
those who answer the alarms and run toward 
danger and provide urgent care. Those who 
place their own lives at risk for others must 
be recognized and honored by their fellow 
citizens. 

And 4 years ago, America saw the unparal-
leled heroism of our Nation’s public safety 
officers. We lost brave rescue workers who 
gave their lives so that others could live. We 
lost many other citizens who assisted in the 
rescue efforts and whose courage and sac-
rifice that day made them extraordinary. 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
lost Firefighter Donny Regan of Rescue 
Company 3 in Bronx. During his 17-year ca-
reer with the New York City Fire Depart-
ment, he was cited six times for bravery. And 
today our Nation honors Donny’s final act 
of courage. His son, Peter, lost a father on 
September the 11th; today, he carries on his 
father’s legacy. Peter followed his dad’s foot-
steps to the fire department. Today, he is 
defending our freedom as a Reservist with 
the 3d Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment in 
Iraq. 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
lost Firefighter Ronnie Gies of Squad 288 
in Queens. Ronnie had been with the New 
York Fire Department since 1988. He rushed 
downtown to the World Trade Center. A 
video of the day showed Ronnie on his way 
into the towers. His wife says, ‘‘You see him 
straight on, carrying equipment with such a 
look of determination.’’ His own son, 
Tommy, graduated from the FDNY Acad-
emy last August and is now a member of Lad-
der 147 in Brooklyn. And we’re grateful for 
Tommy’s courage and service. 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
lost Senior Court Officer Thomas Jurgens, 
one of about 25 New York State Court offi-
cers who responded after the plane hit the 
first tower. Thomas’ last radio transmission 
came from inside the burning tower, after 
he’d been warned to get out because the dan-
ger was too great. He refused to leave his 
post. His last words before signing off were, 
‘‘There are people here who need our help.’’ 

On September the 11th, 2001, America 
lost New York City Police Officer Moira 
Smith. Moira is remembered by friends for 
her fearless spirit on and off the job. She 
ran with the bulls in Spain. And in 1991, she 
ran into a subway tunnel to rescue dozens 
of people trapped in one of the worst subway 
accidents in New York history. On Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, she ran toward dan-
ger once again, into the burning towers of 
the World Trade Center. A broker she 
helped to safety remembers her steady blue 
eyes and her even voice. The next day’s pa-
pers carried an image of Moira helping an 
injured man out of the tower, before she 
rushed back in to save others. And the tower 
collapsed around her. One of Moira’s col-
leagues said, ‘‘She could have saved herself, 
but nothing would have stopped her saving 
one more person.’’ 

These are some of the examples, only a 
few of the examples, of the extraordinary 
bravery that took place that day. All the brave 
men and women we recognize today brought 
credit to the uniform and honor to the 
United States of America. 

And one way our Nation can honor their 
sacrifice is to win the war on terror. On Sep-
tember the 11th, 2001, we saw the future 
that terrorists intend for us. And I made a 
decision. America will not wait to be attacked 
again. We will take the fight to the enemy, 
and we’ll defend our freedom. 

And since that day we’ve taken the fight 
to the enemy. We’re hunting down the ter-
rorists in mountains in Afghanistan, in tribal 
regions of Pakistan, in the deserts of Iraq, 
and on islands of Southeast Asia, and the 
Horn of Africa. We’re fighting the terrorists, 
and we’re fighting their murderous ideology 
by spreading the hope of freedom across the 
broader Middle East. Free nations are peace-
ful nations, and by advancing freedom’s 
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cause, we are laying the foundation of peace 
for our children and our grandchildren. 

We will succeed. And the legacy of peace 
and freedom we leave behind will be the 
greatest memorial to your fallen family mem-
bers and friends. 

The heroes of September the 11th will not 
be here to see that day. But their moms and 
dads and children and grandchildren can 
know, a proud America will always stand in 
the long shadow of their service and sacrifice, 
and a proud nation will always remember 
them. 

May God bless you all, and may God for-
ever bless the memories of those who sac-
rificed on behalf of our citizens. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the Rose 
Garden at the White House. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

September 3 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, he had a telephone 
conversation with President Hu Jintao of 
China during which both Presidents agreed 
to postpone President Hu’s scheduled visit 
to the White House and to meet in New York 
City during the United Nations General As-
sembly meeting later in the month. 

September 4 

In the morning, the President had separate 
telephone conversations with Gov. Kathleen 
Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana, Gov. Haley 
Barbour of Mississippi, Gov. Bob Riley of 
Alabama, and Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida to 
discuss Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Mayor C. Ray 
Nagin of New Orleans, LA, to discuss Hurri-
cane Katrina recovery efforts. 

September 5 

In the morning, in the Situation Room, the 
President had a briefing on Hurricane 
Katrina recovery efforts. Later, he had an in-
telligence briefing. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Mobile, AL. While en route aboard 
Air Force One, he had a telephone conversa-
tion with United Nations Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, in which the Secretary-General 
expressed his condolences on the damage 
and loss of life caused by Hurricane Katrina 
and offered support for recovery efforts. 
Later, also aboard Air Force One, he met 
with Secretary of Homeland Security Mi-
chael Chertoff to discuss Hurricane Katrina 
recovery efforts. Upon arrival in Mobile, the 
President participated in a briefing on Hurri-
cane Katrina damage in the local area. 

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to Baker, LA, where he was joined by 
Mrs. Bush. Later, at Bethany World Prayer 
Center, they met with people displaced by 
Hurricane Katrina. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Baton Rouge, LA, where 
he received a briefing from Lt. Gen. Russel 
L. Honore, USA, commanding general, First 
United States Army, about Hurricane 
Katrina recovery efforts. He and Mrs. Bush 
then traveled to Poplarville, MS, where he 
toured areas damaged by Hurricane Katrina 
and met with workers from Alabama Power 
who were attempting to restore electricity to 
Poplarville. 

Later in the afternoon, the President took 
an aerial tour of areas damaged by Hurricane 
Katrina, including New Orleans, LA. Later, 
he and Mrs. Bush returned to Washington, 
DC. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Colorado and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Florida and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
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to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Georgia and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
North Carolina and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement State and local response efforts 
to assist evacuees from the area struck by 
Hurricane Katrina and to provide emergency 
assistance to those areas beginning on August 
29 and continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Oklahoma and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local response efforts to 
assist evacuees from the area struck by Hurri-
cane Katrina and to provide emergency as-
sistance to those areas beginning on August 
29 and continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Tennessee and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local response efforts to 
assist evacuees from the area struck by Hurri-
cane Katrina and to provide emergency as-
sistance to those areas beginning on August 
29 and continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Utah and ordered Federal aid to supplement 
State and local response efforts to assist evac-
uees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
West Virginia and ordered Federal aid to 
supplement State and local response efforts 
to assist evacuees from the area struck by 
Hurricane Katrina and to provide emergency 
assistance to those areas beginning on August 
29 and continuing. 

September 6 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing and a briefing on Hurricane 
Katrina recovery efforts. Later, he had a 
briefing on energy issues related to Hurri-
cane Katrina damage and recovery efforts. 

Later in the morning, the President met 
with representatives of faith-based and com-

munity organizations participating in Hurri-
cane Katrina recovery efforts. 

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the 
President met with Secretary of Education 
Margaret Spellings to discuss efforts to assist 
students displaced by Hurricane Katrina. 
Later, he met with congressional leaders to 
discuss Hurricane Katrina recovery efforts. 

During the day, the President and Mrs. 
Bush paid their respects to Chief Justice Wil-
liam H. Rehnquist as his body lay in repose 
in the Great Hall of the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Delores M. Etter to be Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy (Research, Develop-
ment, and Acquisition). 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Lyons Gray to be Chief Financial 
Officer at the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate George J. Opfer to be Inspector 
General at the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs. 

September 7 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he had a meeting on Hurricane Katrina re-
covery efforts followed by a further meeting 
with Cabinet officials on the recovery efforts. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Jalal 
Talabani of the Iraqi Transitional Govern-
ment to the White House on September 13. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister Vlado 
Buckovski of Macedonia for a meeting at the 
White House on October 27. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Charles R. Christopherson, Jr., to 
be Chief Financial Officer at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Edward F. Sproat III to be Direc-
tor of the Office of Civilian Radioactive 
Waste Management at the Department of 
Energy. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Rebecca Contreras as a member of 
the Board of Visitors of the U.S. Military 
Academy. 
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The President announced his intention to 
appoint Edmund D. Pellegrino as a member 
of the President’s Council on Bioethics and, 
upon appointment, to designate him as 
Chairperson. 

The President declared an emergency in 
the District of Columbia and ordered Fed-
eral aid to supplement District and local re-
sponse efforts to assist evacuees from the 
area struck by Hurricane Katrina and to pro-
vide emergency assistance to the District be-
ginning on August 29 and continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Illinois and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Michigan and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
New Mexico and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local response efforts to 
assist evacuees from the area struck by Hurri-
cane Katrina and to provide emergency as-
sistance to those areas beginning on August 
29 and continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Oregon and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local response efforts to assist 
evacuees from the area struck by Hurricane 
Katrina and to provide emergency assistance 
to those areas beginning on August 29 and 
continuing. 

The President declared an emergency in 
Washington and ordered Federal aid to sup-
plement State and local response efforts to 
assist evacuees from the area struck by Hurri-
cane Katrina and to provide emergency as-
sistance to those areas beginning on August 
29 and continuing. 

September 8 

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing and a briefing on Hurricane 
Katrina recovery efforts. Later, he met with 
Republican congressional leaders to discuss 

relief funding related to Hurricane Katrina 
damage and recovery efforts. 

Later in the morning, the President met 
with Ambassador to Iraq Zalmay Khalilzad. 
He then met with Secretary of Defense Don-
ald H. Rumsfeld. 

During the day, the President met with 
Ambassador Bandar bin Sultan bin Abd al- 
Aziz Al Saud of Saudi Arabia to thank him 
for his service. 

The White House announced that the 
President will participate in the 60th United 
Nations General Assembly in New York City 
on September 13–14. 

September 9 

In the morning, the President and Vice 
President Dick Cheney had an intelligence 
briefing followed by a briefing on Hurricane 
Katrina recovery efforts. Later, he met with 
the National Security Council. 

In the afternoon, the President had a brief-
ing on housing needs related to Hurricane 
Katrina damage and recovery efforts. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Shana L. Dale to be Deputy Ad-
ministrator of the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Donald A. Gambatesa to be In-
spector General of the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Carmen M. Martinez to be Ambas-
sador to Zambia. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted September 6 

John G. Roberts, Jr., 
of Maryland, to be Chief Justice of the 
United States, vice William H. Rehnquist, 
deceased. 
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James M. Andrew, 
of Georgia, to be Administrator, Rural Utili-
ties Service, Department of Agriculture, vice 
Hilda Gay Legg, resigned. 

Thomas O. Barnett, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice R. Hewitt Pate. 

Santanu K. Baruah, 
of Oregon, to be Assistant Secretary of Com-
merce for Economic Development, vice 
David A. Sampson. 

Orlando J. Cabrera, 
of Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development, vice Mi-
chael Minoru Fawn Liu, resigned. 

David B. Dunn, 
of California, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Togolese Republic. 

Delores M. Etter, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy, vice John J. Young. 

Emilio T. Gonzalez, 
of Florida, to be Director of the Bureau of 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, De-
partment of Homeland Security, vice 
Eduardo Aguirre, Jr. 

Lyons Gray, 
of North Carolina, to be Chief Financial Offi-
cer, Environmental Protection Agency, vice 
Charles Johnson. 

James S. Halpern, 
of the District of Columbia, to be a Judge 
of the U.S. Tax Court for a term of fifteen 
years (reappointment). 

Jeffrey D. Jarrett, 
of Pennsylvania, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of Energy (Fossil Energy), vice Michael 
Smith, resigned. 

Brenda LaGrange Johnson, 
of New York, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to Jamaica. 

Clay Lowery, 
of Virginia, to be a Deputy Under Secretary 
of the Treasury, vice Randal Quarles. 

John E. Maupin, Jr., 
of Tennessee, to be a member of the Social 
Security Advisory Board for a term expiring 
September 30, 2010, vice Gerald M. Shea, 
term expired. 

Mark McKinnon, 
of Texas, to be a member of the Broadcasting 
Board of Governors for a term expiring Au-
gust 13, 2008, vice Joaquin F. Blaya, term 
expired. 

John M. Molino, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs (Policy and Planning), vice 
Claude M. Kicklighter, resigned. 

Lisette M. Mondello, 
of Texas, to be an Assistant Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs (Public and Intergovernmental 
Affairs), vice Cynthia R. Church, resigned. 

George J. Opfer, 
of Virginia, to be Inspector General, Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, vice Richard J. 
Griffin. 

Ellen R. Sauerbrey, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
State (Population, Refugees, and Migration), 
vice Arthur E. Dewey, resigned. 

Jacqueline Ellen Schafer, 
of the District of Columbia, to be an Assist-
ant Administrator of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development, vice Emmy B. 
Simmons. 

Thomas A. Shannon, Jr., 
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be an Assistant Secretary of State (West-
ern Hemisphere Affairs), vice Roger Fran-
cisco Noriega. 

Alexander R. Vershbow, 
of the District of Columbia, a career member 
of the Senior Foreign Service, class of Career 
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Korea. 
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* This gaggle was given on September 2 and 
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on September 3. 

Donald C. Winter, 
of Virginia, to be Secretary of the Navy, vice 
Gordon England. 

Michael W. Wynne, 
of Florida, to be Secretary of the Air Force, 
vice James G. Roche. 

Withdrawn September 6 

John G. Roberts, Jr., 
of Maryland, to be an Associate Justice of 
the Supreme Court of the United States, vice 
Sandra Day O’Connor, retiring, which was 
sent to the Senate on July 29, 2005. 

Submitted September 8 

Charles R. Christopherson, Jr., 
of Texas, to be Chief Financial Officer, De-
partment of Agriculture, vice Edward R. 
McPherson, resigned. 

Dale W. Meyerrose, 
of Indiana, to be Chief Information Officer, 
Office of the Director of National Intel-
ligence (new position). 

Edward F. Sproat III, 
of Pennsylvania, to be Director of the Office 
of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, 
Department of Energy, vice Margaret S. Y. 
Chu, resigned. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released September 3 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan * 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Postponing 
the Visit of Chinese President Hu Jintao 

Fact sheet: America Responds to the Katrina 
Disaster 

Released September 5 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Colorado 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Florida 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Georgia 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to North Carolina 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Oklahoma 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Tennessee 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Utah 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to West Virginia 

Released September 6 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Released September 7 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of a press briefing by Director 
Joshua B. Bolten of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush To Welcome Iraqi President Jalal 
Talabani 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
Prime Minister Vlado Buckovski of Mac-
edonia 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to the District of Columbia 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Illinois 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Michigan 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to New Mexico 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Oregon 
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* This Public Law was not received in time for 
inclusion in the appropriate issue. 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Washington 

Fact sheet: President Bush Submits Second 
Request for Hurricane Recovery Funds 

Released September 8 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Statement by the Press Secretary: President 
Bush’s Participation in the 60th U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
President’s meeting with Saudi Arabian Am-
bassador to the United States Prince Bandar 
bin Sultan bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3673 

Fact sheet: President Bush Announces New 
Initiatives To Provide Relief 

Released September 9 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Scott McClellan 

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing 
by Acting Assistant Secretary for Democracy, 
Human Rights, and Labor Michael G. Kozak 
and NSC Senior Director for Relief Stabiliza-
tion and Development John Simon 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 3650 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved September 2 * 

H.R. 3645 / Public Law 109–61 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Act to Meet Immediate Needs Arising From 
the Consequences of Hurricane Katrina, 
2005 

Approved September 8 

H.R. 3673 / Public Law 109–62 
Second Emergency Supplemental Appro-
priations Act to Meet Immediate Needs Aris-
ing From the Consequences of Hurricane 
Katrina, 2005 

Approved September 9 

H.R. 3650 / Public Law 109–63 
Federal Judiciary Emergency Special Ses-
sions Act of 2005 
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