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GENERAL  

 

Before complet ing the grant  applicat ion form , please study the inform at ion and 

guidelines provided in the NWO brochure on the I nnovat ional Research I ncent ives 

Schem e Vici 2015 and the FAQ ( ‘Frequent ly Asked Quest ions’) . You can download the 

texts from  the internet  (www.nwo.nl/ vi) .  The original Dutch- language text  of the call is 

the authoritat ive version. Where the English- language text  is open to a different  

interpretat ion, no addit ional r ights m ay be derived from  it . 

 

Please subm it  your proposal,  the lay sum m ary and the other necessary docum ents, to 

NWO in elect ronic form  using the I r is system , which you can access via the NWO website 

(www.nwo.nl/ vi) . Note that  pdf form at  is required!  This is the only elect ronic format  that  

guarantees that  the applicat ion will be received in exact ly the same form  as it  has been 

sent . I t  is however not  necessary to use Word when filling in the applicat ion form . You 

can use LaTeX for exam ple, as long as you use exact ly the sam e form at . I n order to 

process the applicat ion data properly, the pdf file m ust  not  contain any security lock.  

 

I f you don't  know how to convert  your applicat ion to a pdf form at , allow ext ra t im e to get  

help from  your own com puter support  departm ent  or from  the I r is helpdesk at  NWO 

(www.ir is.nwo.nl, ir is@nwo.nl) .  

 

Please note that  the deadline for subm it t ing your applicat ion (proposal, lay summary and 

other necessary docum ents)  is 2 7  August  2 0 1 5 ,  1 4 :0 0  hrs (Cent ral European Sum m er 

Tim e) . This not  only m eans that  you have uploaded all the docum ents but  also that  you 

have clicked the ‘subm it ’ but ton. Applicat ions received after the deadline are 

automat ically disqualified. 

 

Complete the applicat ion in English .  Do not  exceed the stated m axim um  num ber of 

words for each item  on the form  and use a 10-point  font  size, except  for references to 

the literature, which may be given in 9-point . I f you exceed the stated m axim um  num ber 

of words or pages or if you fail to supply the necessary docum ents, your applicat ion m ay 

be automat ically disqualified and you will lose your chance of a grant . 

 

I m portant  note: w hen w rit ing your proposal, take into account  that  it  w ill be 

read by both experts as w ell as by a science w ide assessm ent  com m it tee.  

 

I f you have any quest ions about  the applicat ion form  or applicat ion process, please do 

not  hesitate to contact  your divisional program m e coordinator. Contact  details can be 

found at  ht tp: / / www.nwo.nl/ vi/ contact . 

 

You will receive a confirmat ion of receipt  within approximately two weeks after the 

deadline.  
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Regist rat ion form  ( basic details)  

 

1 a. Details of applicant  

Give your nam e, t it le(s) , gender and postal address at  which you can be reached during 

the whole applicat ion and assessment  process. I ndicate whether you prefer English 

correspondence to Dutch. Give your telephone numbers, email address(es)  and website 

(opt ional) .  

 

Please fill out  the same address for correspondence in I r is. I f you fill out  the address of 

your university, please m ake explicit  that  it  is not  a hom e address by m ent ioning the 

university and faculty as well.  

 

1 b. Tit le  of research proposal 

Give the t it le of the research proposal. 

 

1 c. Sum m ary of research proposal  

Provide a sum m ary of your proposal ( topic, approach and potent ial importance of results)  

in no m ore than 300 words. Take care to provide an informat ive and relevant  abst ract , 

as this is often the first  thing that  expert  reviewers will see of your proposal. Make sure 

the abst ract  clearly describes what  you are going to invest igate, why you are going to 

invest igate this subject  and which results you expect  to find.  

 

1 d. Keyw ords 

Specify up to five keywords. 

 

1 e. Current  inst itut ion of em ploym ent  

 

1 f. Prospect ive host  inst itut ion ( if known)  

Please only name the inst itut ion (and group)  at  which you wish to conduct  the proposed 

research. Do not  m ent ion any possible partnerships under this header. 

 

1 g. NW O dom ain 

Please indicate the NWO domain (only one opt ion possible)  which you think your 

applicat ion applies to. 

 

Alpha and Gam m a Sciences:    Hum anit ies, Social/ Behavioural sciences;  

Physical Sciences and Engineering :  Earth sciences, Chem ical sciences, Physical  

sciences, Physics and Technical sciences;  

Life Sciences:  Life sciences, Agricultural and Food sciences, 

Biochem ical sciences and Medical sciences. 

 

1 h. NW O division  

For adm inist rat ive reasons you are requested to indicate which NWO division your 

applicat ion applies to. For more informat ion, consult  the NWO website. Please choose 

only one NWO division:  

 

ALW :   Aard-  en levenswetenschappen   (Geo/ Life sciences)  

CW :   Chem ische wetenschappen   (Chem ical sciences)  

EW :   Exacte wetenschappen   (Physical sciences1)  

                                                           

1 Physical sciences:  ast ronomy, computer sciences and mathemat ics.  
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GW :   Geesteswetenschappen   (Hum anit ies)  

MaGW :   Maatschappij -  en Gedragswetenschappen (Social/ Behavioural sciences)   

MW :   Medische wetenschappen   (Medical sciences)   

N:        Natuurkunde     (Physics)  

TW  ( = STW ) : Technische wetenschappen   (Technical sciences)   

 

I f applicable, indicate which other NWO division(s)  your applicat ion is related to.  

 

1 i. Main fie ld of research 

For all applicat ions it  is compulsory to fill out  one or more research fields that  correspond 

to the subject  of your research proposal. You can only refer to the descript ions and codes 

from  the NWO research field list . Please find the list  via:  

ht tp: / / www.nwo.nl/ en/ funding/ funding+ process+ explained/ research+ fields 

. 

 

1 j . Please draft  a  public sum m ary of your research proposal ( preferably in 

Dutch and maximum of 50 words) .  

I f your applicat ion is successful, the public summary will be used in NWO publicity 

surrounding the announcem ent  of the grant  award decisions.  

 

Please use the following form at :  

-  Tit le  

Think of a popular t it le (a 'hook' to catch people’s at tent ion, approx. five words)  

-  Personal details 

Academic degree, init ials, first  name between brackets, surnam e, gender, host  

inst itute and division. For exam ple:  Dr. A.B.C. (Anna)  Jansen (v) , UU – Wiskunde 

en I nform at ica 

-  Sum m ary 

o Use comprehensible, everyday language and be as specific as possible. For 

example, do not  write ‘the mechanism  underlying apoptosis will be 

exam ined’ but  ‘the researchers will use m icroscopes to look for the reasons 

for spontaneous cell death’.  

o Do not  write in term s of ‘we’ and ‘us’ but  use term s like researchers, 

biologists, literary specialists, etc.  

o Write the sum m ary in such a way that  you feel you ought  to be including 

term s like ‘basically ’,  ‘put  sim ply’, ‘roughly speaking’ and ‘in lay term s’ – 

but  do not  actually include them !   

 

For examples of public summaries, see the NWO website at :   

ht tp: / / www.nwo.nl/ en/ research-and- results/ program m es/ Talent+ Schem e. 

 

Please note that  the public sum m ary is different  from  the sum m ary of the research 

proposal you have drafted under 1c and is not  intended to be used when uploading your 

applicat ion into the I RI S system. 

 

Research proposal 

 

2 a. Descript ion of the proposed research  

Describe the proposed research as accurately as you can within the stated m axim um  

num ber of words (m axim um  8000 words on no m ore than 16 pages, not  including 

literature references, the word count  does include footnotes, figure capt ions and tables) . 
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A descript ion of sub-projects ( for addit ional postdocs and PhD students)  and their  

interact ion is required.  
 

2 b. Know ledge ut ilisat ion ( m axim um  of 1 0 0 0  w ords on no m ore than tw o pages 

for  this part  of your proposal) . 

 

Researchers who have received funding from NWO for non-program m ed research are not  

usually primarily focused on results that  are relevant  for indust ry or society. 

Nevertheless, there are enough exam ples of such research cont r ibut ing to developm ents 

outside of the own discipline, som et im es in the longer term . NWO wants to encourage 

researchers to give proper considerat ion to knowledge ut ilisat ion by allowing them to 

reflect  on this and -  if possible -  elaborate concrete plans.  

 

Potent ia l 

 -  Which cont r ibut ion can the research m ake to society and/ or to other areas of 

science? Examples are economic, social-adm inist rat ive, cultural, technological, 

medical or democrat ic areas. 'Society' is used in the sense of the ent ire society 

and therefore both the public and private sectors. 

 -  Which other disciplines and which organisat ions can benefit  from  the research 

results? This concerns users in the public and private sectors, including scient ists 

in other disciplines. NB. I f the research m akes no societal cont r ibut ion then you 

need to explain this and in that  case you do not  need to answer the quest ion 

below about  the implem entat ion. 

  

I m plem entat ion  

 -  What  is the act ion plan to allow the outcom es of the research project  (see 

above)  to benefit  potent ial knowledge users? 

 -  How are the potent ial knowledge users involved (or how will they be involved)  

in the research project? Here you should consider whether the tasks are clearly 

divided in advance, whether the part ies concerned have been involved in 

art iculat ing the research quest ion, how they can cont r ibute to achieving the 

societal object ives and how the ongoing involvement  with users will be 

safeguarded. Exam ples are user com m it tees, m atchm aking, consort ia/ networks, 

public-pr ivate partnerships (PPP) , cont ract  research.  

-  (Concrete)  outcom es for society;  this includes commercial products, new ways 

of working, processes, protocols, prototypes, co-publicat ions, artefacts, m edia 

appearances, teaching m ethods, patents/ licences / cont racts, specific network 

meet ings, medical intervent ions and websites. Scient ific outcomes can also be 

included here because often scient ific and societal outcom es cannot  be st r ict ly 

separated. 

 -  How long will it  be before possible knowledge ut ilisat ion can be expected?  

 

For further informat ion on knowledge ut ilisat ion see the document  ‘Knowledge Ut ilisat ion 

Manual’ that  is available on the VI  website:  

ht tp: / / www.nwo.nl/ en/ policies/ knowledge+ ut ilisat ion  

 

2 c. Num ber of w ords 

I ndicate the num ber of words used (word count  on your com puter)  for each sect ion:  2a1 

and 2a2 ( together m axim um  of 8000 words)  and for 2b (m axim um  of 1000 words) . 

Words in figures,footnotes and tables should also be included in the count . 
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2 d. Literature references 

List  all relevant  literature here and include full bibliographical details.  
 

2 e. Data m anagem ent  

For the complet ion of the sect ion please contact  the university library/ intended 

repository/ I CT Departm ent  of your inst itute or university. They can help you with the 

com plet ion of the data m anagem ent  sect ion.  

 

The data m anagem ent  sect ion focuses on the storage of data during and after the 

research (archiving) . I n this sect ion, NWO understands ‘data’ to be both collected, 

unprocessed data as well as analysed, generated data. Under this term s all form s are 

conceivable;  digital and non-digital ( for example samples, com pleted quest ionnaires, 

sound recordings, etc.) . NWO only requests storage of reusable relevant  data. NWO 

assumes, in principle, that  within different  disciplines there is a widely held view about  

which date are relevant  to store for reuse. 

 

The RDNL checklist  provides a guide for the select ion of data that  can be eligible for 

archiving.  

  

The importance and the value of reuse on the one hand and the costs and feasibility of 

data storage on the other should be in reasonable balance with each other and have a 

bearing on the volum e of the data to be stored. 

 

The data should preferably be archived at  a nat ional or internat ional data repository. I f 

that  is not  possible, the data should be archived by the inst itut ional repository. 

Confident ial,  pr ivacy-sensit ive or compet it ion-sensit ive data m ight  require special forms 

of storage or lim ited access. Solely storing the data on com puters or external m edia (e.g. 

USB flash drive, CD, DVD or hard disks)  is in general too r isky and will therefore, in 

pr inciple, not  be approved by NWO. An overview of exist ing repositor ies with Data Seal of 

Approval can be found on this list  of repositor ies. 
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Cost  est im ates 

 

3 a. Budget  

State in broad terms what  resources will be required to conduct  the proposed research, 

per project  year. The cost  est im ates should cover the ent ire period of grant . List  the 

nature of the post  ( for exam ple support  staff)  and both the intensity of each appointm ent  

( in fte – full t im e equivalent )  and the total durat ion of each appointm ent  ( in m onths) . 

 

The m axim um  am ount  of each Vici grant  will be € 1.500.000 spread over a period of 5 

years. I f the proposed research is to be of shorter durat ion, the maximum amount  will be 

reduced accordingly.  

 

Costs which can be covered under the schem e are:   

-  Gross salary of the successful applicant  (plus surcharge of that  sum  to cover the 

employer's cont r ibut ions, holiday pay, etc.) . All salary costs of the Vici-project  m ust  

be included in the budget  chart  (3a) , even if the inst itute pays these salary costs. 

-  Please note, if the inst itute covers ( part  of)  the salary of the applicant  

or  support  staff ( for  w ork on the Vici project ) , you can fill this out  in 

3 c. I f –  as a consequence -  you exceed the m axim um  budget , then you 

have to subm it  an authorised let ter  guaranteeing that  the inst itut ion 

is w illing to m eet  these costs.  

-  I f the applicant  is to devote no m ore than 25%  of his/ her cont racted working 

t im e to non- research act ivit ies ( teaching/ adm inist rat ion/ m anagem ent  or 

research outside of that  st ipulated in the Vici grant ) , he/ she m ay charge the 

ent ire salary to the project  budget . I f the applicant  is to devote m ore than 

25%  of his/ her cont racted working t im e to such act ivit ies, only that  proport ion 

of working t im e devoted to research m ay be charged to the project . 

-  The actual salary scale of the staff will be set  by the inst itut ion of 

em ploym ent . I t  is advisable to contact  the financial departm ent  of the 

inst itut ion direct ly for the correct  figures. Please note as well that  you cannot  

request  a so-called ‘bench fee’, m eaning a standard am ount  that  does not  

need to be specified any further.  

-  Gross salaries of addit ional (support )  staff plus surcharge of that  sum . 

-  Acquisit ion costs of materials and equipm ent  or databases. 

-  Travel and subsistence costs associated with at tending conferences, visit ing other 

research inst itutes, etc.  

-  Subsistence costs while working at  research inst itutes outside the Netherlands. 

-  Costs for knowledge t ransfer and knowledge ut ilisat ion.  

 

Non- reimbursable costs are those for infrast ructure (accom m odat ion and office 

autom at ion)  and other overhead. 

 

For further informat ion please consult  the docum ent  ‘guidelines for design of 

expenditures financial account ing reports’ which can be found at  www.nwo.nl/ vi under 

one of the Vici domains. 

 

I m portant  note on budgets exceeding the m axim um  grant   

The budget  m ay exceed the m axim um  of € 1.500.000. I n that  case, the inst itut ion (or a 

third party)  must  subm it  an authorised let ter guaranteeing to m eet  the addit ional costs. 
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The cont r ibut ion from  NWO will never exceed € 1.500.000. The original guarantee(s)  to 

m eet  excess costs m ust  be sent  to NWO by post , m arking it  for the at tent ion of the 

cent ral division. I t  m ust  then reach NWO within one week of the date of subm ission. 

 

I f you did not  m ake any changes to the budget  ( in com parison to the budget  in your pre-

proposal)  it  is sufficient  for the full proposal to subm it  ( in I RI S)  a copy of the let ter(s)  

that  you subm it ted earlier;  in other words, in that  case there is no need to send new 

(original)  let ters by post . 

 

Netherlands Organisat ion for Scient ific Research (NWO) 

I nnovat ional Research I ncent ives Schem e 

Division BOO:  

PO Box 93138 

NL-2509 AC The Hague 

 

3 e . I ntended start ing date 

Specify the date on which the project  is intended to com m ence. This date m ust  be within 

six m onths of the date of the grant ing let ter. 

 

3 f. Have you requested any addit ional grants for  this project  either from  NW O 

or from  any other inst itut ion, or has the sam e idea been subm it ted elsew here?  

I nclude details of any addit ional grants you have requested for (part  of)  this research 

project  either from  NWO or from  any other inst itut ion ( for example NWO investment  

grants or ERC grants) . 
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Curriculum  vitae 

 

4 a. Personal details 

Provide the informat ion requested.  

4 b. Master 's ( ‘doctoraal’)  

Provide the informat ion requested.  

 

4 c. Doctorate 

Provide the informat ion requested. 

 

4 d. W ork experience since com plet ing your PhD  

Give the dates of each appointm ent  and indicate whether it  was full- t ime or part - t ime ( in 

fte) , whether it  was tenured ( ‘vast ’)  or fixed- term  ( ‘t ij delij k ’)  and the nam e of the 

inst itut ion. 

 

The last  row should contain your current  posit ion. Please indicate what  kind of cont ract  

you have. I f you are not  an Assistant  Professor, Associate Professor or Full Professor list  

the posit ion you hold and whether it  is outside or within the academ ic sector.  

 

Also, please fill out  the second table. The num ber of m onths you have spent  on 

research w ill help the com m it tee interpret  your CV. 

 

As an exam ple, we have calculated the m onths spent  since com plet ing the PhD for the 

following CV. Please write your own calculat ion on your applicat ion. 

 

CV 

June 1999:  Doctorate 

I .  July 1999 – Decem ber 1999:  unem ployed. 

I I .  January 2000 – June 2003:  0,8 fte posit ion. 80%  to be spent  on research, 20%  

on educat ion. 

I I I .  July – Decem ber 2003:  sick leave. 

I V.  January 2004 – April 2004:  maternity leave. 

V.  May 2004 – Decem ber 2008:  1 fte posit ion. 60%  to be spent  on research, 20%  

on educat ion, 20%  on m anagem ent . 

VI .  January 2009 – May 2010:  0,8 fte posit ion. 60%  to be spent  on research, 20%  on 

educat ion, 20%  on m anagem ent . 

 

 Calculat ion m onths of research  

I .  6 m onths other 

I I .  42 m onths *  0,8 fte posit ion *  0,8 spent  on research =  26,88 m onths 

42 m onth *  0,8 fte posit ion *  0,2 spent  on educat ion =  6,72 m onths  

I I I .  6 m onths sick leave 

I V.  4 m onths m aternity leave 

V.  56 m onths *  1 fte posit ion *  0,6 spent  on research =  33,6 m onths 

56 m onths *  1 fte posit ion *  0,2 spent  on educat ion =  11,2 m onths 

56 m onths *  1 fte posit ion *  0,2 spent  on m anagem ent  =  11,2 m onths  

VI .  17 m onths *  0,8 fte posit ion *  0,6 spent  on research =  8,16 m onths 

17 m onths *  0,8 fte posit ion *  0,2 spent  on educat ion =  2,72 m onths 

17 m onths *  0,8 fte posit ion *  0,2 spent  on m anagem ent  =  2,72 m onths 
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4 e. Academ ic staff supervised 

Where an appointment  involved (or involves)  the m anagem ent  of other researchers, 

state the num bers of academ ic and/ or support  staff supervised. Please different iate 

between ongoing and successfully com pleted PhD’s and also indicate your role as form al 

prom otor or co-prom otor. 

 

4 f. Brief sum m ary of research over last  five years  

Out line the content  of your research over the last  five years (m axim um  250 words) . 

 

4 g. I nternat ional act ivit ies 

List  act ivit ies such as long or short  study visits abroad, internat ional collaborat ions, etc. 

 

4 h. Other academ ic act ivit ies 

I nclude, for example, membership of editor ial boards, posts on com mit tees and 

involvement  in the organisat ion of conferences. 

4 i. Grants, scholarships and prizes  

List  research scholarships/ grants for which you have successfully applied or pr izes you 

have won and indicate the am ount  of m oney involved. Also, indicate clearly what  your 

role in the grant  or scholarship was ( formal applicant , formal co-applicant , etc.) . 

Experience Num ber of 

m onths 

Research act ivit ies (26,88 +  33,6 +  

8,16 = )  68,64 

Teaching act ivit ies (6,72 +  11,2 +  

2,72 = )  20,64 

Care or sick leave 

 

(6 +  4 = )  10 

Managem ent  tasks (11,2 +  2,72 = )  

13,92 

Other, please specify:  

 

6 (unem ployed)  
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output  

5 a. Output  indicators  

Please ident ify the m ost  im portant  output  indicators in your fie ld .  This will allow 

peers to assess your output  taking into account  the standards in your field of research. 

Think of indicators for your publicat ion list  ( the number of first / last  author publicat ions;  

individual/ group publicat ions;  internat ional or nat ional orientat ion)  or informat ion on 

what  type of output  is valued highest  (books/ journal publicat ions/ conference 

proceedings/ other, such as designs ( for certain disciplines within design and 

engineering) ) .  

 

5 b. Output  

Please only include m anuscripts which have been accepted for publicat ion or which have 

already been published as part  of the recognised literature start ing with the m ost  recent  

publicat ion. I n each case, list :  the author(s) , date, t it le of the publicat ion, journal or 

series in which the publicat ion appeared, volum e, page num bers, and ( if applicable)  

publisher and place.  

 

You are not  allowed to include publicat ions which have not  already been accepted, 

including art icles in preparat ion and subm it ted papers. You are not  allowed to use the 

term  ‘forthcom ing’;  please state clearly that  a yet  unpublished m anuscript  is accepted. 

 

Use the headings given below to st ructure your list  of output . Please m ark key 

publicat ions which are direct ly relevant  to the proposed research with an S ( the S stands 

for significant ) .  

 

-  Refereed art icles: including the impact  factor of the journal is opt ional. 

 

-  Non- refereed art icles 

 

-  Books: please include books you have authored. 

 

-  Book chapters 

 

-  Patents: please only include accepted patents. 

 

-  Other: working papers, proceedings, conference reports, invited lectures, certain 

disciplines within design and engineering m ay also want  to list  designs (only selected 

works)  or publicat ions on their designs.  

 

 

5 c. Top 5  Publicat ions 

Please m ent ion here your top publicat ions related to the subject  of this proposal (m ax. 5 

t it les) . 

 

 

5 d. Median im pact  factors for  your ow n fie ld 

This quest ion is compulsory for applicat ions in the Life Sciences domain, and if you have 

m ent ioned impact  factors of the journals under 5a. Please ment ion the m edian impact  

factor for your research field;  NB this is not  your personal H- index.  
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Statem ents by the applicant  

 

Ethical aspects 

Before subm it t ing a Vici applicat ion, you must  determ ine if your proposed 

research raises ethical quest ions and therefore needs to be assessed by an ethics 

review commit tee.  

 

Possible relevant  aspects are:  

-  research on anim als  

-  inform ed consent   

-  pr ivacy and data protect ion  

-  research on hum an Embryonic Stem Cells  

-  research involving developing count r ies  

-  biosecurity/ dual use 

 

 

Certain research requires a statem ent  of approval from  a recognised medical ethics 

review commit tee (METC)  or an animal experim ent  com m it tee (DEC) . For some research 

proposals a licence in accordance with the Populat ion Screening Act  (WBO)  is required. 

More informat ion on METCs is available at  the Cent ral Commit tee On 

Research I nvolving Hum an Subjects (CCMO), on DECs the Dutch Associat ion for 

I nst itut ional Animal Care and Use Commit tees provides informat ion and for the WBO 

The Health Council of the Netherlands can provide informat ion. 

 

NWO subscribes to the Openheid Dierproeven (Freedom  of I nform at ion on Anim al 

Experim ents)  and the Biosecurity Code. VI  applicants m ust  subscribe to and 

comply with the prevailing codes. 

 

A research project  can only start  when NWO ( if applicable)  has received a copy of 

the approving ethical statement  and/ or Populat ion Screening Act  licence. For complex 

quest ions related to ethical issues, NWO reserves the r ight  to consult  an external adviser. 

I f after consult ing the applicant , NWO is of the opinion that  an ethical assessm ent  is 

needed for an applicat ion then the applicant  is obliged to take the necessary 

m easures for such as assessm ent . I f the applicant  fails to obtain the necessary 

statem ent  of approval from  an ethics review commit tee then the grant  shall be 

immediately withdrawn. Once the project  has started then your research m ust  be 

conducted in an ethically responsible way. I f you fail to do this then NWO shall 

reserve the r ight  to stop your grant  im m ediately. 

 

Non- referees 
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accom panied your pre-proposal.  
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nat ionally and internat ionally accepted standards for scient ific conduct  as stated in the 

Netherlands Code of Conduct  for Scient ific Pract ice 2012 (Associat ion of Universit ies in 
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