
7th Grade Summer Reading Book List  Waterside School for Leadership  2011-2012   
Please choose TWO of the following books and read prior to the beginning of the school year.  Once 

you have finished the books, you need to complete the attached packet. This will count as your first two 

books for your 7th grade goal of completing 30 books. In addition, you will be required to read the 

attached non-fiction articles. 

 After you read and complete the comprehension packet for two books, feel free to read the rest of 

the books on this list.  They were highly recommended by WSL scholars and Barnes and Nobles readers. 

 

1. Ruby Holler - Sharon Creech 

2. Hoot - Carl Hiaasen 

3. Emma-Jean Lazarus Fell Out of a Tree by Lauren Tarshis 

4. Heat by Mike Lupica 

5. Bud Not Buddy  by Christopher Paul Curtis 

6. Hush by Jacqueline Woodson 

7. Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen 

8. Search for the Shadowman by Joan Lowery Nixon  

9. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 

10. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

11. The Boy Who Saved Baseball by John N. Ritter  

12. The Face On the Milk Carton by Caroline Cooney 



        190 Beach 110th St. (3
rd

 Floor, Room 301)

Rockaway Park, NY 11694 

Phone: 718.634.1128 

Fax: 718.634.1185 
        

  Linda T. Munro, Principal  

Scholar Name: ________________________________ Date: ________________________  

 

CHOOSE YOUR SECOND BOOK!  

Book Title: ___________________________________________________  

Author: ______________________________________________________  
 

Answer in COMPLETE Sentences!  

1) Characters: Name the major characters in the book. _______________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________  

2) Choose your least favorite character. What makes you dislike him/ her?:  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________  

3) Who is the main character?  What do you think of him or her?  Why?  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________  

4) How does the main character change throughout the book? Use details from the book. 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________  

__________________________________________________________________________  

5) Setting: When and where does this story take place?  

Time _____________________________________  

Place _____________________________________  



What clues in the story did you use to determine the place (setting) and the time the story 

took place? The clues that helped me figure out the setting were ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

6) Write about something interesting that happened in the story._______________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

7) Find a sentence in the story that has some words in it that you do not understand. Explain 

that sentence in your own words. Remember, context of a sentence is important. 

The sentence:_______________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

It means:__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________  

8) Give a summary of the book.  This book is about:  

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 9) Illustrate a funny, sad, exciting, etc. part of the book. This is a picture of:  ___________ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10) Opinion/Recommendation: What did you think of this book? Did you enjoy it? Why or why 

not? Who would you tell to read this?  I did/ did not enjoy this book because_______________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

I would recommend this book to_______________________________________ because 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

11)  Interview a character from the book: 

Hello!  My name is  (write your name)____________________________________ and I am 

interviewing (write character’s name).   _________________________________________________ 

Question 1: How are you feeling today and why?  

Character’s response: _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 2: _________________________________________________________________  

Character’s response: _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 3: _________________________________________________________________  

Character’s response: _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Question 4: _________________________________________________________________  

Character’s response: _________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

End the Interview: ___________________________________________________________ 

 



Scholar Name: _____________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 
 
CHOOSE YOUR THIRD BOOK!  
Book Title: __________________________________________________________  
Author: _____________________________________________________________  
 
Answer in COMPLETE Sentences!  

1) Setting: When and where does this story take place?  

Time _____________________________________  

Place _____________________________________  

What clues in the story did you use to determine the place (setting) and the time the story took place? 

The clues that helped me figure out the setting were ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Characters: Name the major characters in the book.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

3) Describe the main character. Describe the character’s appearance and personality.  Why is he/ she 

important to the story?_____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

4) Compare and contrast this book’s main character with a real person you know or with a character in 

another book. 

      Main Character: ____________________________ Person 2: ______________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5) Give an important event from the beginning of the book! Why was this significant (important) to 

the story? ________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

6) Give an important event from the middle of the book! Why was this significant (important) to the 

plot? ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

7) Give an important event from the end of the book! Why was this significant (important) to the 

book? ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  

8) What part of the story was the funniest? Most exciting? Saddest? (Choose one!) _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

9) What was the author’s purpose in writing the book? (Why did he or she write the book?) Why do 

you think this?____________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

10) Opinion/Recommendation: What did you think of this book? Did you enjoy it? Why or why not? 

Who would you tell to read this?  I did/ did not enjoy this book because_____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I would recommend this book to_______________________________________ because _________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________  



Social Studies:  Read two articles from the newspaper and complete the two currents events 

pages below.   Attach the articles to your sheet! 
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Read the two non-fiction articles below and answer the attached questions!  

 

 



 





 

 

 

 





 

 

 


