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will ensure safe transportation of nu-
clear waste through the State and
across State lines. Transporting spend
nuclear fuel is safe. It has been proven
to be safe, and there is no reason to
doubt that it will remain safe.

——
HONORING MICHAEL DUNCAN, JR.

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, it has
been more than 5 months since the ter-
rible terrorist attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon. And
since that fateful day, thousands of
dedicated Americans have united to
help build this country. Today I rise,
Mr. Speaker, to recognize one of those
great Americans, Mr. Michael Duncan,
Jr., who was the only Nevadan de-
ployed from the Disaster Mortuary
Operational Response Team, also
known as DMORT. DMORT is a Fed-
eral-level response team which pro-
vides mortuary assistance in cases of
mass fatality incidents like September
11.

Unfortunately, due to the heinous
acts of the terrorists, our Nation has
had to call upon DMORT for assistance
at Ground Zero in New York City.

Mr. Speaker, I would like today to
recognize the efforts of DMORT and
specifically of Mr. Michael Duncan. On
behalf of a grateful Nation, I thank
him for his dedicated effort to a stress-
ful, tragic and demanding job but a job
which has to be done. Mr. Duncan
serves as a role model for Nevadans and
for all Americans.

STALLING THE FARM BILL

(Mr. KINGSTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, several
months ago back in October the House
of Representatives passed a farm bill.
Farm bills are important because in
our food service delivery production
chain, the government is very involved
in the production end on the farm; and
farmers cannot make planting deci-
sions until the law for the coming year
is stipulated. And one reason they can-
not is they cannot borrow money to
plant their crops because the banks
will not lend money until they know
what the farm bill says in it.

Now, because of the House of Rep-
resentatives return by Republicans is
responsible, we passed this many,
many months ago. Unfortunately it is
across the hall in a body led by the
other party, and they are still sitting
on it. It is sad when so many people
have such a callous disregard for farm-
ers in America and for production agri-
culture. We need food in this country.

The miracle of our food, to think
that less than 2 percent of the popu-
lation is serving 100 percent plus the
world; and yet we cannot get the other

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

body to pass the farm bill. It is ridicu-
lous. Let us move on for the sake of
farmers and for the sake of American
consumers and get this thing done.

————

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON
H.R. 3448, PUBLIC HEALTH SECU-
RITY AND BIOTERRORISM RE-
SPONSE ACT OF 2001

Mr. TAUZIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 3448) to
improve the ability of the United
States to prevent, prepare for, and re-
spond to bioterrorism and other public
health emergencies, with Senate
amendments thereto, disagree to the
Senate amendments, and agree to the
conference asked by the Senate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Lou-
isiana?

There was no objection.

MOTION TO INSTRUCT OFFERED BY MS. ESHOO

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
motion to instruct conferees.

The Clerk read as follows:

Ms. ESHOO moves that the managers on the
part of the House at the conference on the
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the Senate to the bill H.R.
3448 be instructed—

(1) to work diligently to reconcile the dif-
ferences between the two Houses in order to
promote public health security and address
potential bioterrorist threats;

(2) to recognize that Federal resources to
combat bioterrorism and other public health
emergencies have been increased through re-
cent appropriations bills, to enhance pre-
paredness and response to bioterrorism and
other public health emergencies for fiscal
year 2002, and that the managers on the part
of the House should be careful not to disrupt
or delay this much needed funding for fiscal
year 2002;

(3) to recognize the pressing need to estab-
lish a national system for tracking the pos-
session and use of deadly biological agents;

(4) to recognize the need to prioritize Fed-
eral and State resources to address potential
threats to the food supply;

(5) to acknowledge the need to work with
the Administration to ensure feasibility of
enhanced food safety regulatory programs;
and

(6) to provide for vulnerability assess-
ments, emergency response plans, and other
actions with respect to public drinking water
supplies.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. ESHOO)
will be recognized for 30 minutes and
the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
TAUZIN) will be recognized for 30 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. ESHO0O).

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I might consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning in
support of this motion of the House bill
and emphasize the need for conferees to
address and quickly resolve their dif-
ferences on the bioterrorism legisla-
tion.

We live in unsettling times. Our hope
is that we never again experience an
act of terrorism, but we have to plan
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and prepare to respond to further at-
tacks. The conferees face a complex
task. The bills passed by the House and
Senate cover many subjects including
grants to our first responders, regula-
tion of select agents, protection of our
food supply, and protection of our
water systems.

The motion recognizes the need for
conferees to coordinate the final legis-
lation with ongoing efforts to support
existing plans and programs. Bioter-
rorist threats and public health emer-
gencies can come in many forms, in
many places; and the House bill is sen-
sitive to that fact. We want an aggres-
sive response to this problem.

Title I of H.R. 3448 provides a funding
structure that focuses resources to-
wards first responders with a minimum
of delay and with maximum efficiency.
This bill is a down payment, not a full
measure of what will be needed for our
citizens and our community to prevent,
prepare for, and respond to terrorist at-
tacks.

Title III of H.R. 3448, the Public
Health Security and Bioterrorism Re-
sponse Act of 2001 which we over-
whelmingly passed on December 11,
2001, establishes important new regu-
latory authorities for the protection of
our Nation’s food supply. These new
authorities enable the Food and Drug
Administration to allocate its limited
inspection resources more effectively
where they are needed the most, at the
ports of entry into the United States.
In addition, the bill authorizes the ap-
propriations of new funds for increased
inspections of food, the development of
rapid testing technologies, and an as-
sessment of threats for the adultera-
tion of food.
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Along with improving FDA’s infor-
mation management systems as they
pertain to imported food, the bill man-
dates that FDA notify relevant States
when it has information indicating
that a shipment of food presents a
threat of serious adverse health con-
sequences and requests that such
States take appropriate remedial ac-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, this is a motion on
which I would expect all of my col-
leagues would agree. The bill passed
the House by a vote of 418 to 2, and I
believe my colleagues are unified in
their desire to pass this legislation as
soon as possible, and I urge them to do
that.

I would also like to add that, as we
have emphasized, a good part of the
legislation is built around first re-
sponders, that what they will have in
their hands, the tools that they will
use, represent the best of the bio-
technology industry of our country,
the technology industry and high tech-
nology, both of which find a home in
the 14th Congressional District of Cali-
fornia. So America’s best will be placed
in America’s best hands as first re-
sponders. I am very proud of that, and
I know that my colleagues are as well.



