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A sta te  pa rk visio n sta te me nt d e sc rib e s the  “ d e sire d  future  e xp e rie nc e ”  fo r 
visito rs to  the  p a rk.  The  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk (LASHP) visio n he lp s d ire c t 
future  d e ve lo p me nt thro ug h illustra tio n o f its “ o nc e -in-a -c e ntury o p p o rtunity”  to  
c re a te  a  ve rd a nt p la c e  in the  he a rt o f the  c ity whe re  visito rs fro m a ll so c ia l, 
e c o no mic  a nd  c ultura l b a c kg ro und s c a n d isc o ve r a nd  c e le b ra te  the  ric h 
c ultura l c o nne c tio ns to  Lo s Ang e le s histo ry.   

 
 
 

 
Fo r g e ne ra l info rma tio n re g a rd ing  this d o c ume nt, o r to  re q ue st a d d itio na l c o p ie s, 
p le a se  c o nta c t: 
 
Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks 
So uthe rn Se rvic e  Ce nte r 
8885 Rio  Sa n Die g o  Drive , Suite  270 
Sa n Die g o , CA 92108 
 
 
 
Co p yrig ht 2006 Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks 
This p ub lic a tio n, inc lud ing  a ll o f the  te xt a nd  p ho to g ra p hs, is the  inte lle c tua l p ro p e rty o f 
Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks a nd  is p ro te c te d  b y c o p yrig ht. 
 
 
 
 
 

Vision 
Visito rs to  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk will e njo y a  re juve na ting  re sp ite  fro m 

the  urb a n la nd sc a p e  in a n o p e n sp a c e  e nviro nme nt.  Visito rs will e xp e rie nc e  

the  e nviro nme nt thro ug h inte rp re tive  me d ia  a nd  la nd sc a p e  fe a ture s tha t 

re c a ll the  histo ric a l e ve nts o f the  re g io n.  Ed uc a tio na l p ro g ra ms a nd  a c tivitie s 

will a p p e a l to  the  inte re sts o f ma ny visito rs – fro m the  lo c a l to  the  g lo b a l 

c o mmunity, will b e  va rie d  in me d ia  a nd  sc o p e , a nd  will e mp ha size  the  C ity o f 

Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l, histo ric , a nd  c o mme rc ia l he rita g e .   

~ Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk Ge ne ra l Pla n, Ma y 2005 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 
If yo u we re  to  ha ve  visite d  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk (LASHP) whe n 
Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks p urc ha se d  the  p ro p e rty in 2001, yo u mig ht ha ve  
wo nd e re d  why it wa s b e ing  c o nsid e re d  fo r inc lusio n in the  ve ne ra b le  Sta te  Pa rk 
Syste m.   The  fo rme r So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  ya rd  wa s a  fla t, 32-a c re  
“b ro wnfie ld ” 1 in ne e d  o f c le a nup  a nd  re me d ia tio n.  A ne w lig ht-ra ilwa y line  ha d  
b e e n b uilt thro ug h it a nd  it wa s surro und e d  b y a  so me wha t d ila p id a te d  
ind ustria l a re a .  Ye t the  32-a c re s he ld  a  hid d e n va lue  b o th in the  g ro und  thro ug h 
its uniq ue  a nd  a sso c ia te d  a rc ha e o lo g ic a l re ma ins a nd  in the  sto rie s a sso c ia te d  
with this sp e c ific  la nd  use  histo ry a nd  the  histo ric a l c o nte xt it re p re se nte d .  He re  
the  vo ic e s o f Lo s Ang e le s’  p a st c o uld  b e  e xp lo re d  a nd  the  c urre nt c ity 
e xp e rie nc e d .   
 
Tho se  who  und e rsto o d  its histo ry a nd  its stra te g ic  lo c a tio n a d ja c e nt to  the  Lo s 
Ang e le s Rive r a nd  the  c o re  o f the  histo ric  c ity, sa w it b e c o ming  a  d istinc tive  
p ub lic  sp a c e —“ the  ve ra nd a ”  to  the  he a rt o f d o wnto wn Lo s Ang e le s. Within o ne  
o f the  mo st p o p ula te d  c itie s in the  wo rld , visio na rie s d re a me d  o f a  p a rk tha t 
o ffe re d  a  p la c e  o f tra nq uility, myste ry, a nd  d isc o ve ry – a  sp e c ia l d e stina tio n tha t 
wo uld  ho ld  its p la c e  in histo ry a nd  e vo lve  into  a  wo rld  c la ss p a rk fo r a ll to  e njo y. 
 
Visio ns fo r tho se  e xp e rie nc e s b e g a n to  d e ve lo p  fro m the  urb a nize d  fo rme r 
b ro wnfie ld . So und s o f the  “ G o ld  Line ”  lig ht ra il a nd  urb a n surro und ing s b e c a me  
a  g e ntle  murmur, visito rs c o uld  liste n fo r the  fa int vo ic e s o f ne ig hb o rs o n the ir 
wa y ho me , so me time s sp e a king  in unre c o g niza b le  b ut fa milia r la ng ua g e s, o r fo r 
b ird s c hirp ing  a nd  sq ua wking , a nd  le a ve s rustling  in a  b re e ze . The  p a rk 
re p re se nte d  a  na tura l b rid g e  to  the  rive r, the  o c e a n, the  mo unta ins a nd  the  
fla tla nd s.  Tha t urb a n se tting , with its mirro r-like  b uild ing s re fle c ting  the  mute d  
hue s o f sunse t a s e ve ning  lig hts slo wly b e g in to  fill the  sky, he lp  to  illumina te  the  
urb a n/ na tura l d ic ho to my.  
 
Lo c a l c itize ns, histo ria ns, p la nne rs, a nd  a c tivists und e rsto o d  this va lue  a nd  
g a the re d  to g e the r the  re so urc e s a nd  sup p o rt o ve r the  la st d e c a d e  fo r its 
c re a tio n a s a  p a rk. Sta te  Pa rks q uic kly mo ve d  to  und e rsta nd  this va lue  a fte r its 
a c q uisitio n in 2001, a nd  with the  he lp  o f a  le g isla tive ly ma nd a te d  Ad viso ry 
Co mmitte e  ma d e  up  o f lo c a l c itize ns, sc ho la rs, p ro fe ssio na ls, a nd  a c tivists, 
re c e ive d  b o th d ire c tio n a nd  va lid a tio n o n a  visio n.  This g uid a nc e  d ire c te d  p a rk 
sta ff to wa rd  the  d e ve lo p me nt o f a  G e ne ra l Pla n whic h wa s a p p ro ve d  b y the  
Sta te  Pa rks Co mmissio n in June  2005. 
 

                                            
1
 Brownfie ld : a n a re a  whic h ma y b e  c o nta mina te d  b y ha za rd o us sub sta nc e s, p o lluta nts o r 

c o nta mina nts. 
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Declaration of Purpose 
 

  The  p urp o se  o f Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is to  p ro vid e  the  p ub lic  

with a  p la c e  to  le a rn a b o ut a nd  to  c e le b ra te  the  e thnic a lly d ive rse  

histo ry a nd  c ultura l he rita g e  o f Lo s Ang e le s, with a n e mp ha sis o n its 

e vo lutio n, to  a n e c o no mic  a nd  ind ustria l me tro p o lis o f the  21st Ce ntury 

with e xtra o rd ina ry influe nc e  thro ug ho ut the  wo rld .  The  Pa rk will 

c o ntrib ute  to  the  e me rg ing  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r G re e nwa y, stre tc hing  fro m 

the  Sa n G a b rie l Mo unta ins to  the  Pa c ific  Oc e a n.  The  Pa rk will b ring  a  

wid e  ra ng e  o f visito rs to g e the r to  e xa mine  a nd  e xp e rie nc e  the  c o mp le te  

sto ry o f Lo s Ang e le s.  It will b e  a  sa nc tua ry fro m the  d e nse , urb a n 

e nviro nme nt tha t surro und s it.  The  Pa rk will c o nne c t a b stra c t histo ric a l 

a nd  so c ia l p a tte rns to  the  p e rso na l e xp e rie nc e s o f Ang e le no s a nd  visito rs 

fro m thro ug ho ut the  sta te , the  na tio n, a nd  the  wo rld . 

    ~ Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk Ge ne ra l Pla n, Ma y 2005 

The  LASHP G e ne ra l Pla n p ro p o se s se ve ra l c o nc e p tua l la nd  use s (c ultura l 
a c tivitie s, re c re a tio n, g a rd e ns a nd  na tura l o p e n sp a c e ) a s p a rt o f the  future  
d e ve lo p me nt o f the  Pa rk site .  Sta te  Pa rks und e rsta nd s the  uniq ue  o pp o rtunity 
tha t the  Pa rk p ro vid e s a nd  ha s d e c id e d  to  e sta b lish the  lo ng -te rm d e ve lo p me nt 
p la n thro ug h a  c o mp e titive  d e sig n p ro c e ss tha t will re sult in a  c o nc e p tua l p la n 
fo r sp e c ific  fa c ilitie s a nd  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  p a rk.2  Onc e  the  d e sig n ha s b e e n 
se le c te d , d e ve lo p me nt o f the  p a rk will b e  p ursue d , a ltho ug h this ma y ta ke  
se ve ra l ye a rs. As fund ing  a nd  p la nning  a re  fina lize d , info rma tio n in this 
Inte rp re tive  Ma ste r Pla n (IMP) d o c ume nt will b e  use d  to  g uid e  b o th the  inte rim 
p ub lic  use  a nd  a  lo ng -te rm b lue p rint fo r the  inte rp re tive  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  
p a rk. This p la n sup p o rts the  imp le me nta tio n o f susta ina b le  a nd  p ra c tic a l 
inte rp re tive  a c tivitie s a nd  p ro g ra mming . 
 
 

 

 

                                            
2 This ve rsio n o f the  Lo s Ang e le s SHP IMP will b e  up d a te d  up o n c o mp le tio n o f the  Co nc e ptua l 
De sig n Co mp e titio n in 2007.  Ma ny o f the  la nd  use  a nd  fa c ility re c o mme nd a tio ns in this d ra ft 
sho uld  b e  c o nsid e re d  “ c o nc e ptua l”  a nd  ma ny will b e  sub je c t to  c ha ng e .  
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Purpose  of Los Ang e le s Sta te  Historic  Pa rk 

The  p urp o se  o f the  p a rk is to  p re se rve  the  site ’ s p rima ry c ultura l re so urc e  va lue s 
a nd  p ro vid e  o p p o rtunitie s fo r illumina ting  Lo s Ang e le s’  g re a te r c ultura l histo ry.  
Lo s Ang e le s’  p a st is tie d  d ire c tly to  the  sp e c ific  la nd  use s a nd  e xta nt c ultura l 
re so urc e s o f LASHP. The  a sso c ia te d  histo ric a l tre nd s a nd  mo ve me nts o f Lo s 
Ang e le s’  c ultura l histo ry a re  re fle c te d  in the  p ro p e rty’ s la nd  use  histo ry, fro m its 
e sta b lishme nt a nd  g ro wth a s a  re mo te  fro ntie r c o mmunity into  the  21st c e ntury 
me g a lo po lis a nd  inte rna tio na l e c o no mic  p o we r tha t it is to d a y. The  De c la ra tio n 
o f Purp o se  fo r Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk c o nve ys the  sp e c ific  missio n a nd  
o ve ra rc hing  c o nsid e ra tio ns fo r e sta b lishing  future  ma na g e me nt o f the  Pa rk a nd  
its p ro g ra ms.   

 

Le g isla tive  Ba c kg round  

Sinc e  the  c lo sure  o f the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  ya rd  in 1992, ma ny Lo s 
Ang e le s c o mmunity o rg a niza tio ns a nd  ind ivid ua ls ha ve  no t o nly re a lize d  the  
c ultura l va lue  o f the  p ro p e rty (it wa s liste d  a t C ity Histo ric a l La nd ma rk in 1971 to  
re c o g nize  the  So uthe rn Pa c ific ’ s histo ric  Rive r Sta tio n) b ut a lso  the  o p p o rtunity 
fo r d e ve lo p ing  the  la nd  into  a  p a rk to  re sto re  muc h ne e d e d  o p e n sp a c e  – a  
d e fic ie nc y o f the  surro und ing  a re a . Va rio us g ro up s va lue d  the  p ro p e rty fo r its  
link to  the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r a nd  to  the  inne r c ity. It wa s inc lud e d  in d e sig n 
c ha rre tte  p ro d uc ts, a nd  c o nc e p tua l a nd  lo c a l c o mmunity p la ns thro ug ho ut the  
1990s. 
 
In 2000, with a  lo c a l d e ve lo p e r mo ving  fo rwa rd  with a n ind ustria l p ro je c t fo r the  
p ro p e rty, a  c o a litio n wa s fo rme d  c a lle d  the  China to wn Ya rd  Allia nc e  to  fig ht the  
p ro p o se d  ind ustria l d e ve lo p me nt. The  c o a litio n p re va ile d  a nd  sto p p e d  the  
p ro je c t, ra llying  a ro und  the  site ’ s nic kna me , “ Co rnfie ld .”  Whe n Ca lifo rnia  vo te rs 
p a sse d  the  Pa rk Bo nd  Ac t o f 2000, $33 millio n we re  a llo c a te d  to  a c q uire  the  site , 
a fte r a  fe a sib ility re p o rt id e ntifie d  its p o te ntia l a s a  sta te  pa rk. On Fe b rua ry 23, 
2001, G o ve rno r G ra y Da vis sig ne d  le g isla tio n a utho re d  b y Sta te  Se na to r Ric ha rd  
Po la nc o  (Se na te  Bill 1177) e sta b lishing  the  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e . The  
Co mmitte e  wa s c ha rg e d  with a ssisting  Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks in p la nning  fo r 
inte rim a nd  p e rma ne nt la nd  use s a nd  fa c ilitie s fo r the  ne wly a c q uire d  p ro p e rty.   
 
The  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  c o nsiste d  o f thirty-six me mb e rs, re p re se nting  
the  surro und ing  c o mmunitie s a nd  p ro p e rty o wne rs, e nviro nme nta l justic e  a nd  
c ivil rig hts o rg a niza tio ns, histo ria ns, b usine ss le a d e rs, e d uc a to rs, 
lo c a l/ sta te / fe d e ra l g o ve rnme nta l a g e nc ie s, a nd  no n-p ro fit g ro up s.  The  
Co mmitte e  me t nume ro us time s o ve r a  two -ye a r p e rio d , wo rking  to g e the r with 
Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks sta ff in d e ve lo p ing  a  p a rk visio n, re vie wing  Inte rim Pub lic  
Use  p la ns, ma king  re c o mme nd a tio ns o n pa rk na me  a nd  c la ssific a tio n, 
p a rtic ipa ting  in p ub lic  me e ting s, a nd  p ro vid ing  inp ut fo r the  site ’ s G e ne ra l Pla n.  
In Fe b rua ry 2003, the  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  sub mitte d  to  the  Dire c to r o f 
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Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks a  re p o rt re c o mme nd ing  a  p a rk visio n b a se d  up o n fo ur 
c o nc e p ts:  c o nne c tivity; c ultura l/ histo ric a l; re c re a tio n; a nd , tra nsp o rta tio n.  
 
On June  10, 2005, the  Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n Co mmissio n 
a p p ro ve d  the  G e ne ra l Pla n a nd  na me d  a nd  c la ssifie d  the  p ro p e rty a s Lo s 
Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk. The  G e ne ra l Pla n c o d ifie d  a  visio n a nd  p urp o se , 
id e ntifying  LASHP’ s uniq ue  o p p o rtunity to  c o mp le me nt e xisting  re g io na l sta te  
histo ric  p a rks a nd  g iving  d ire c tio n fo r p a rtne ring  with o the r institutio ns a nd  
o rg a niza tio ns to  inte rp re t a  mo re  c o mp re he nsive  histo ry o f the  g re a te r Lo s 
Ang e le s a re a . 
 
Purpose  of the  Inte rpre tive  Ma ste r Pla n 

Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk p ro vid e s Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks a n o p p o rtunity to  
re p re se nt no t o nly the  sto rie s a nd  histo ry o f this sig nific a nt p ro p e rty b ut a lso  to  
use  its uniq ue  histo ry a nd  lo c a tio n to  p ro vid e  inte rp re ta tio n o f the  g re a te r tre nd s, 
mo ve me nts, a nd  e ve nts tha t sha p e d  Lo s Ang e le s’  p a st a nd  p re se nt.  This 
d ire c tio n c o me s fro m the  Pa rk’ s re c e ntly c o mp le te d  G e ne ra l Pla n whic h 
e mp ha size s tha t the  e ntire  Pa rk is to  b e  c o nsid e re d  a n inte rp re tive  site , a nd  
sho uld  b e  d e sig ne d  to  func tio n a s a n inte rp re tive  a nd  c ultura l fa c ility, a s we ll a s 
a n inviting  o p e n sp a c e  a nd  g a the ring -p la c e  fo r the  lo c a l c o mmunity a nd  
visito rs fro m a ro und  the  wo rld .  The  G e ne ra l Pla n a lso  id e ntifie s ne c e ssa ry 
ma na g e me nt a nd  p ro je c t p la ns tha t will b e  ne e d e d  to  d e ve lo p  fa c ilitie s a nd  
p ro g ra ms a p p ro p ria te ly.   
 
The  Inte rp re tive  Ma ste r Pla n (IMP) is c o nsid e re d  o ne  o f the se  e sse ntia l 
ma na g e me nt p la ns. This IMP is b a se d  e xte nsive ly o n d ire c tio n p ro vid e d  in the  
LASHP G e ne ra l Pla n--p a rtic ula rly Cha p te r 4: The  Pla n. A numb e r o f sug g e stio ns 
a nd  re c o mme nd a tio ns a re  inc lud e d  in this IMP to  p ro vid e  a  c o nc e p tua l 
ro a d ma p  fo r d e ve lo p ing  a nd  d e live ring  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms a nd  se rvic e s.3 
Sp e c ific  inte rp re tive  p la ns will b e  p ro d uc e d  with re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r 
inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s, struc ture s, a nd  site s, e nsuring  tha t histo ric a l re se a rc h, 
e nviro nme nta l re vie ws, the ma tic  d e ve lo p me nt, visito r stud ie s a nd  flo w p la ns, 
e xhib it d e sig ns, c urric ulum sta nd a rd s, e tc ., a re  c urre nt, a c c ura te , re le va nt a nd  
c o nsiste nt with the  visio n fo r LASHP a s o utline d  in the  G e ne ra l Pla n. 

                                            
3 This ve rsio n o f the  IMP p ro vid e s va rio us re c o mme nd a tio ns fo r inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s a nd  
p ro g ra ms (se e  Se c tio n 4).  The  p a rk ha s ye t to  b e  o p e ne d  fo r full p ub lic  use  (a s o f Sp ring  2006) 
a nd  no  re g ula r use  p a tte rns ha ve  b e e n e sta b lishe d , a nd  the  lo ng -te rm Pa rk Co nc e ptua l De sig n 
p ro je c t ha s ye t to  b e  c o mple te d , the  fa c ilitie s a nd  use  re c o mme nd a tio ns in this IMP sho uld  b e  
c o nsid e re d  a s c o nc e ptua l, b ut no t sp e c ific  re q uire me nts.  The  Pla n will b e  up d a te d  a t the  
c o nc lusio n o f the  Co nc e ptua l De sig n Pro je c t p ha se  to  inc o rp o ra te  the  la te st c o nc e ptua l 
p la nning . 
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2. INTERPRETIVE CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Se le c t Cultura l/ Historic a l Conte xt 

Within o ne  o f Lo s Ang e le s’  o ld e st ind ustria l zo ne s a re  fa milie s a nd  
ne ig hb o rho o d s who se  ro o ts tie  d ire c tly to  the  c ity’ s e a rly histo ry a nd  g ro wth. 
Surro und ing  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk – b e yo nd  the  c o nc re te  a nd  a sp ha lt, 
c a rs a nd  truc ks, tra nsmissio n line s a nd  wa re ho use s – o ne  c a n find  the  
c o mmunitie s o f the  Willia m Me a d  Ho me s, China to wn, So la no  Ca nyo n, Elysia n 
Pa rk, a nd  Linc o ln He ig hts. Wo rking  c la ss re sid e nts o f to d a y a re  living  in the  sa me  
p la c e s tha t the  a re a ’ s e a rlie st se ttle rs a nd  immig ra nts c a lle d  ho me .  
 
The  c ultura l ro o ts o f Lo s Ang e le s g o  b a c k to  p re -histo ric  time s with the  a rriva l o f 
the  To ng va  (G a b rie lino ) p e o p le , who  we re  a mo ng  the  mo st p o p ulo us, we a lthy, 
a nd  suc c e ssful Ca lifo rnia  Ind ia n g ro up s. The  To ng va  c ulture  wa s ma rke d  b y a n 
e xte nsive  o ra l tra d itio n a nd  a  d istinc tive  se t o f ritua ls, g a me s, a rtwo rk, myths, 
so ng s, a nd  sto rie s. Fo r se ve ra l c e nturie s it is b e lie ve d  the  To ng va  villa g e  o f Ya ng -
na  o r Ya b it, wa s lo c a te d  a lo ng  the  b e nc h la nd s a d ja c e nt to  the  Lo s Ang e le s 
Rive r in the  vic inity o f the  p a rk p ro p e rty.4 
 
Altho ug h Euro -Ame ric a n c o nta c t ha d  o c c urre d  two  c e nturie s b e fo re , Sp a nish 
Co lo nia l se ttle rs first a rrive d  in Alta  Ca lifo rnia  in 1769.  The  no te d  Po rto la  
Exp e d itio n o f tha t ye a r tra ve le d  a c ro ss the  p a rk p ro p e rty a nd  c a mp e d  a lo ng  
the  ne a rb y rive r. The y na me d  it fo r the  jub ile e  d a y o f Nue stra  Se no ra  d e  lo s 
Ang e le s d e  Po rc iunc ula —a lso  no ting  tha t the  lo c a tio n wo uld  p ro vid e  a  g o o d  
site  fo r a  c ivilia n a g ric ultura l se ttle me nt.  As typ ic a l o f the  Sp a nish Co lo nia l 
fro ntie r the  so ld ie rs, missio na rie s, a nd  se ttle rs o f the  time  re p re se nte d  a  mixture  o f 
Euro p e a n, Afric a n, a nd  Ind ia n line a g e . It is no  surp rise  tha t in 1781, whe n the  
Sp a nish Co lo nia l g o ve rnme nt e sta b lishe d  El p ue b lo  d e  la  Re ina  d e  lo s Ang e le s 
a lo ng  the  Rio  d e  Po rc iunc ula , ma ny o f its initia l se ttle rs re fle c te d  this d ive rsity.5   
 

One  o f the  first impro ve me nts ma d e  wa s 
a n irrig a tio n d itc h, the  Za nja  Ma dre . This 
first Lo s Ang e le s “ p ub lic  wo rks p ro je c t”  
p ro vid e d  a  d ire c t c o nne c tio n tha t 
d ire c te d  the  rive r’ s wa te r to  the  p ue b lo  
a nd  its a g ric ultura l la nd s.  The  Za nja  Ma dre  
c ro sse d  a lo ng  the  b luffs tha t se rve d  a s the  
no rthwe ste rn b o und a ry o f the  c urre nt 
p a rk’ s p ro p e rty a nd  tra ve le d  a t va rio us 
p o ints thro ug h the  p a rk p a rc e l. The  d itc h 
re fle c te d  the  initia l a nd  e sse ntia l 

                                            
4 Dillo n 1994; Mc Ca wle y 1996 
5 Tra utle in 1973; Ke lse y 1976; Ma so n 1998; Cre sp i 2001 
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re la tio nship  o f the  wa te r to  Lo s Ang e le s’  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  its p ro sp e rity. Typ ic a l 
o f the  p ue b lo  la nd s no rth a nd  e a st o f the  p la za , the  a utho ritie s e sta b lishe d  the  
p ro p e rty a s c o mmo n p la nting  lo ts.  The  p ue b lo ’ s syste m o f p ro vid ing  c o mmo n 
la nd s a nd  wa te r to  ind ivid ua ls p ro ve d  suc c e ssful a nd  b y 1817, the  p ue b lo  
re p o rte d ly ha d  o ve r 53,000 g ra p e  vine s und e r c ultiva tio n.6   
 
Afte r Me xic a n Ind e p e nd e nc e  in 1821, the  so c ia l, p o litic a l, a nd  e c o no mic  
situa tio n c ha ng e d  in iso la te d  fro ntie r Alta  Ca lifo rnia . In c o ntra st to  the  a uto c ra tic  
d ire c tio n o f the  c e ntra lize d  Sp a nish Co lo nia l g o ve rnme nt a nd  the  c hurc h-le d  
missio n syste m, the  rise  o f Me xic a n Re p ub lic a nism o p e ne d  the  c o untry to  the  
id e a ls supp o rtive  o f re p re se nta tive  g o ve rnme nt a nd  p riva te  p ro p e rty.  The  
Me xic a n g o ve rnme nt q uic kly le g a lize d  tra d e  with fo re ig n ve sse ls, o ffic ia lly 
o p e ning  p o rts to  the  hid e  a nd  ta llo w tra d e , a nd  id e ntifying  the  ne e d  fo r mo re  
a nd  la rg e r g ra zing  la nd s to  inc re a se  c o mme rc e .  This e ve ntua lly le d  to  the  
se c ula riza tio n o f the  Missio n syste m a nd  d istrib utio n o f its la nd s thro ug h p riva te  
la nd  g ra nts to  p ro mine nt Ca lifo rnio s, inc lud ing  ne w immig ra nts fro m the  Unite d  
Sta te s, Euro p e , a nd  Me xic o .7 
 
As the  la rg e st o f the  c ivilia n p ue b lo s in the  te rrito ry, Lo s Ang e le s so o n b e c a me  a  
p o we rful e c o no mic  a nd  p o litic a l fo rc e .  La rg e  ra nc ho  la nd  g ra nts surro und e d  
the  p ue b lo  la nd s a nd  p ro vid e d  g re a t we a lth to  the  up p e r, la nd -o wning  c la sse s 
(g e nte  de  ra zo n).  Suc h we a lth a nd  p o we r p ut Lo s Ang e le s a nd  its le a d e rs in 
re g ula r c o nflic t with the  sma lle r te rrito ria l c a p ito l a t Mo nte re y d uring  the  
re vo lutio na ry p o litic s o f the  1830s a nd  1840s. Oc c a sio na l e ve nts suc h a s the  
d isc o ve ry o f g o ld  in ne a rb y Pla c e rita  Ca nyo n in 1842 a lso  d re w ne w 
immig ra nts.8 
 
At the  time  o f the  Unite d  Sta te s o c c up a tio n d uring  the  Wa r with Me xic o , Lo s 
Ang e le s wa s the  la rg e st a nd  mo st p ro sp e ro us o f the  Alta  Ca lifo rnia  p ue b lo s.  The  
d isc o ve ry o f g o ld  in No rthe rn Ca lifo rnia  in 1848 so o n ha d  its e ffe c t o n the  
So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  to wn.  Tho usa nd s o f Arg o na uts tra ve ling  the  So uthe rn 
Ove rla nd  ro ute  tra ve le d  thro ug h Lo s Ang e le s in the  e a rly ye a rs o f the  G o ld  Rush.  
Co nve rse ly, the  C ity g a ine d  a  fa irly la rg e  p e rma ne nt p o p ula tio n whe n in the  
1850s, c lo se  to  10,000 So no ra n mine rs, fo rc e d  o ut o f the  no rthe rn g o ld  fie ld s b y 
a nti-Me xic a n d isc rimina tio n, se ttle d  in a n a re a  tha t b e c a me  kno wn a s 
“ So no ra to wn”  (ne a r p re se nt-d a y Ma in a nd  No rth Bro a d wa y Stre e ts just 
so uthwe st o f the  pa rk). The se  “ ne w immig ra nt”  Me xic a ns he lp e d  ke e p  Lo s 
Ang e le s’  Hisp a nic  p o p ula tio n in the  ma jo rity until a fte r the  G re a t Bo o m o f the  
1880s9 
 

                                            
6 G ump re c ht 1999; Ne wla nd  a nd  Da lla s 2006; Ord  Ma p  1849; C ity Arc hive s 
7 Ro b inso n 1948; Mo nro y 1990; Ha c ke l 1997; Nunis 1997 
8 Ta ys 1936; Mo nro y 1990; Po o le  a nd  Ba ll 2002 
9 Pitt 1966; G riswo ld  d e l Ca stillo  1979 
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No t a s d ire c tly p ro sp e ro us fro m the  Go ld  Rush a s wa s 
Sa n Fra nc isc o  a nd  Sa c ra me nto , Lo s Ang e le s d id  se e  
so me  e c o no mic  b e ne fit in the  1850s fro m the  sa le  o f 
c a ttle  a nd  wine  to  its no rthe rn ne ig hb o rs.  The  b rie f 
p ro sp e rity o f the  c a ttle  ind ustry wa s d e c ima te d  b y 
d ro ug ht a nd  flo o d s a nd  o the r e nviro nme nta l fa c to rs 
b y 1865. Lo s Ang e le s’  wine  ma ke rs, ho we ve r, 
p ro sp e re d  d uring  the  1850s a nd  1860s.  The  Sp a nish 
Co lo nia l wine ma king  p io ne e rs suc h a s the  Ab ila s, 
re p o rte d ly ha d  vine ya rd s o n the  p a rk p ro p e rty. The y 
we re  b o lste re d  b y ne w wine ma ke rs in the  1820s a nd  
1830s. Ame ric a n Jo se p h Cha p ma n a nd  Fre nc hme n 
Je a n Lo uis Vig ne s a nd  ne p he ws Pie rre  a nd  Je a n Lo uis 

Sa inse va in, a mo ng  o the rs, he lp e d  ma ke  wine  Lo s Ang e le s’  c hie f p ro d uc t we ll 
into  the  1870s, whe n o ve r 6 millio n vine s we re  p la nte d  in the  Lo s Ang e le s a re a .10 
 
Vig ne s a lso  wa s the  first to  p la nt a n o ra ng e  g ro ve  in Lo s Ang e le s in 1834. 
Ame ric a n immig ra nt Willia m Wo lfskill sta rte d  the  first c o mme rc ia l g ro ve  a  fe w 
ye a rs la te r ne a r to d a y’ s Fo urth a nd  Ala me d a  a nd  b y the  mid -1850s it wa s 
re p o rte d ly the  la rg e st in the  Unite d  Sta te s a nd  a  “ sho w p la c e ”  fo r Lo s Ang e le s’  
a g ric ultura l p ro mise . Altho ug h Wo lfskill a nd  o the rs wo uld  e xp e rime nt with d o ze ns 
o f p o te ntia l a g ric ultura l p ro d uc ts, it wo uld  b e  c itrus tha t wo uld  p ro vid e  the  first 
a g ric ultura l “g o ld  rush”  fo r the  Lo s Ang e le s re g io n with the  a rriva l o f the  So uthe rn 
Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  in the  1870s.11  
 
The  sa le  a nd  p urc ha se  (o f the  c urre nt p a rk p a rc e ls) fo r d e ve lo p me nt o f 
So uthe rn Pa c ific ’ s first ya rd s a nd  d e p o ts p ro ve d  to  b e  a  ma jo r c a ta lyst fo r Lo s 
Ang e le s’  e xp o ne ntia l g ro wth o ve r the  ne xt c e ntury.  First, the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  
trig g e re d  the  ra p id  rise  fro m a  sma ll, re mo te  a g ric ultura l a re a  into  a  p ro to typ e  
fo r ind ustria l a g ric ultura l in the  la te  19th a nd  e a rly 20th c e nturie s.  So o n a fte r, the  
re g io n wo uld  se e  the  o il, ma nufa c turing , mo tio n p ic ture s, a nd  a irc ra ft ind ustrie s 
ta ke  a d va nta g e  o f Lo s Ang e le s’  c lima te  a nd  d e ve lo p a b le  re a l e sta te .12   
 
The  c ivic  vic to ry in se c uring  Lo s Ang e le s a s the  te rminus o f the  So uthe rn 
tra nsc o ntine nta l ra ilro a d  a t Rive r Sta tio n re sulte d  in mo re  tha n the  c re a tio n o f a  
re g io na l a g ric ultura l c e nte r.  Lo s Ang e le s, using  its vic to ry fo r the  ra ilro a d  
te rminus, q uic kly le a p e d  p a st its o the r re g io na l riva l, Sa n Die g o , in the  
d e ve lo p me nt o f wha t is to d a y the  wo rld ’ s third  la rg e st p o rt, ra il, a nd  a ir tra nsp o rt 
c e nte rs.  The  re g io n’ s le a d e rs so o n se c ure d , with a t time s g re a t e nviro nme nta l 
a nd  so c ia l c o sts, the  wa te r, p o we r, a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n infra struc ture  tha t se rve d  
a nd  d o mina te d  no t o nly the  c ity b ut a ll o f So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia .  It is this 
                                            
10 Fo rb e s 1932; Mc Ke e  1948; Kind a ll 1959; G ump re c ht 1999 
11 G ump re c ht 1999; Wilso n 1965 
12 Sta rr 1985, 1990; Mulla ly a nd  Pe tty 2002; Orsi 2005 



Los Angeles SHP Interpretive Master Plan    August 23, 2006 
 

 11

infra struc ture  tha t ha s he lp e d  a llo w Lo s Ang e le s to  b e c o me  the  inte rna tio na l 
e c o no mic  p o we r it is to d a y.13  
 
The  c urre nt p a rk p ro p e rty p la ye d  a  sig nific a nt ro le  in this me te o ric  
tra nsfo rma tio n. The  o rig ina l So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  ya rd s a nd  the  Rive r Sta tio n 
a s it wa s histo ric a lly kno wn, se rve d  a s the  c o re  fo r Lo s Ang e le s’  b urg e o ning  
a g ric ultura l a nd  ind ustria l d e ve lo p me nt. Ca p ito l Mill, Sta nd a rd  Oil, Ba ke r Iro n 
Wo rks, a lo ng  with o the r ind ustria l p la nts a nd  wa re ho use s, we re  lo c a te d  in 
p ro ximity to  the  ra ilro a d  ya rd s a nd  fa c ilitie s. The  la nd  b e c a me  a  mic ro c o sm fo r 
wha t wa s ha p p e ning  in Lo s Ang e le s a nd  its c o ming  o f a g e  a s a n ind ustria l 
me tro p o lis.14   
 
So c ia lly a nd  c ultura lly the  c ity g re w a nd  e vo lve d  a s we ll. The  e xp o ne ntia l 
p o p ula tio n g ro wth sa w a  suc c e ssio n o f mig ra tio n a nd  immig ra tio n.  The  a rriva l o f 
the  ra ilro a d s trig g e re d  a  “ Bo o m” in the  1880s. Po p ula tio n g ro wth c o ntinue d  
thro ug h the  1920s, whe n a  la rg e  p o p ula tio n o f mo stly Ang lo -Ame ric a ns mo ve d  
fro m the  Mid we st a nd  Ea st se e king  the  uto p ia n visio ns p ro mo te d  b y the  ra ilro a d s 
a nd  c itrus c ra te  ima g e s. The se , o f c o urse , we re  no t the  o nly e xisting  o r ne w 
re sid e nts to  Lo s Ang e le s.  Ho we ve r, the y so o n c a me  to  d o mina te  the  c ivic  
p o we r, c o ntro l the  urb a n fo rm a nd  c re a te  the  histo ric a l id e ntity.15  This 
p o p ula tio n g ro wth p a tte rn wo uld  c o ntinue  thro ug h the  inte rwa r a nd  p o st-Wo rld  
Wa r II e ra s, sp a rke d  b y d e ve lo p me nt frie nd ly urb a n p la nning  a nd  the  g ro wth o f 
the  a uto mo b ile  c ulture  a nd  la nd sc a p e .16 
 
In the  mid  20th c e ntury, the  o nc e  a c tive  c e nte r o f Lo s Ang e le s’  ra il fre ig hting  
o p e ra tio ns a t Rive r Sta tio n we re  re lo c a te d  to  mo re  sub urb a n lo c a tio ns a nd  
fa c ilitie s.  Ho we ve r, d uring  a nd  a fte r Wo rld  Wa r II, the  Rive r Sta tio n c o ntinue d  to  
se rve  a s a n imp o rta nt e a rly “ inte r-mo d a l”  fa c ility whe re  ra il a nd  truc k fre ig ht 
inte ra c te d . By the  1970s, the  ra ilro a d  a nd  ind ustria l la nd sc a p e  tha t o nc e  
d o mina te d  the  Rive r Sta tio n a nd  surro und ing  ne ig hb o rho o d s ha d  d e te rio ra te d .  
O ld  ind ustria l p ro p e rtie s we re  a b a nd o ne d  a nd  c lo se d  up  a nd  the  o nc e  fra ntic  
p a c e  o f a c tivity slo we d .  On Oc to b e r 1, 1992 the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  
e nd e d  its a c tivitie s a nd  c lo se d  the  p ro p e rty tha t ha d  b ro ug ht the m to  So uthe rn 
Ca lifo rnia , a nd  ha d  se rve d  a s the  c a ta lyst fo r the  g ro wth o f ind ustria l Lo s 
Ang e le s.17 
 
This b rie f c ultura l/ histo ric a l o ve rvie w p ro vid e s c o nte xt fo r se tting  the  histo ric a l 
a c tivitie s, e ve nts, a nd  tre nd s o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk p ro p e rty into  
the  g re a te r Lo s Ang e le s sto ry.  This sho uld  b e  c o nsid e re d  a  sta rting  p o int fo r the  

                                            
13 Erie  2004 
14 Ne wla nd  a nd  Da lla s 2006 
15 Sta rr 1985; 1990; De ve ra ll 2004 
16 Fo g e lso n 1967; Bo ttle s 1990; Hise  1997 
17 Mulla ly a nd  Pe tty 2002 
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e xa mina tio n a nd  c o nsid e ra tio n o f the  sto ryline s, the me s, a nd  to p ic s tha t ma y 
b e  a d d re sse d  a t the  Pa rk.  Re se a rc h a nd  inte ra c tio n with sc ho la rs, sta ke ho ld e rs, 
a nd  the  p ub lic  sho uld  b e  o n-g o ing  to  a sse ss the  inte re sts a nd  ne e d s o f tho se  
visiting  the  Pa rk. 
 
Existing  Conditions 

Cultura l Re so urc e s a nd  Inte rp re tive  Co lle c tio ns 
Inte re st in the  histo ric a l imp o rta nc e  o f this p ro p e rty is no t ne w. The  p ro p e rty’ s use  
a s So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d ’ s Rive r Sta tio n a nd  ya rd s fo r o ve r 100 ye a rs justifie d  
the  p ro p e rty’ s listing  a s a  C ity Histo ric a l Mo nume nt in 1971.18 Re c e nt 
inve stig a tio ns a nd  stud ie s ha ve  id e ntifie d  the  e ntire  32-a c re  p a rk a s a n 
a rc ha e o lo g ic a l site  d ue  to  the  p re se nc e  o f sub -surfa c e  re mna nts fro m o ve r 120 
ye a rs o f use  a s a  ra ilro a d  fa c ility.  Othe r a rc ha e o lo g ic a l fe a ture s fro m b e fo re  the  
ra ilro a d  e ra  ma y a lso  e xist a nd  c a nno t b e  d isc o unte d .19  The  inte nse  fo c us o f 
c o mmunity me mb e rs, p la nne rs, a nd  sc ho la rs o ve r the  la st d e c a d e  ha s a lso  
unc o ve re d  c ultura l a nd  histo ric a l linka g e s to  this sma ll p ie c e  o f la nd  tha t o ffe r 
c o nte xt to  Lo s Ang e le s’  g re a te r sto ry.20  
 
The  site ’ s histo ric a l sig nific a nc e  a nd  a sso c ia tio ns tra nsc e nd  its histo ric  la nd  use s, 
a nd  e xta nt c ultura l re so urc e s, with its links to  the  o rig in o f Lo s Ang e le s’  me te o ric  
rise  fro m re mo te  fro ntie r c o mmunity to  20th c e ntury urb a n me g a lo p o lis a nd  
inte rna tio na l e c o no mic  p o we r.  Its a sso c ia tio n with the  first d o c ume nte d  p ub lic  
wo rks p ro je c t (Za nja  Ma dre ) a nd  e a rly a g ric ulture ; the  d o na tio n o f la nd  to  the  
So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  to  b ring  the  tra nsc o ntine nta l c o nne c tio n to  Lo s 
Ang e le s in the  1870s; its ro le  a s a  p io ne e r, hub  a nd  c a ta lyst fo r the  c ity a nd  
re g io n’ s unp re c e d e nte d  c o mme rc ia l, ind ustria l, a nd  so c ia l g ro wth; a nd  its 
g ro und -b re a king  ro le  in the  c e nte r o f a n e nviro nme nta l justic e  a nd  
ne ig hb o rho o d  e mp o we rme nt strug g le , a ll ma ke  it a  uniq ue  p la c e  fo r tra c ing  Lo s 
Ang e le s’  c ultura l histo ry fro m its o rig ins to  to d a y21  
 
Ne a rb y a nd  a d ja c e nt histo ric a l re so urc e s like  the  re c e ntly unc o ve re d  p o rtio ns o f 
the  Za nja  Ma dre  o n MTDB a nd  p riva te  p ro p e rty, a nd  a sso c ia te d  b uild ing s, suc h 
a s the  Ca p ito l Milling  Co mp a ny, Sta nd a rd  Oil, a nd  N.Y. Susp e nd e r 
Fa c to ry/ Ca lifo rnia  Ic e  Co mp a ny b uild ing s, c a n b e  c o nsid e re d  p o te ntia l 
c ultura l/ histo ric a l re so urc e s fo r inte rp re ta tio n a nd  e d uc a tio n p urp o se s.  
 
The  inte rp re tive  c o lle c tio ns c urre ntly a sso c ia te d  with the  p a rk a re  
a rc ha e o lo g ic a l in na ture  a nd  d a te  e xc lusive ly to  the  site ’ s ra ilro a d  e ra . This 
ma te ria l p rima rily c o nsists o f fra g me nts, with a  fe w who le  p ie c e s o f b o ttle s, 
d ishwa re , c la y b ric ks, c la y tile s, a nd  a nima l b o ne s. The  c o lle c tio n c o nta ins 

                                            
18 Mulla ly a nd  Pe tty 2002; Rive r Sta tio n 1971 
19 Ne wla nd  a nd  Da lla s 2006 
20 Ae sc hb a c he r e t a l. 2000; De ve re ll 2004 
21 se e  Ne wla nd  a nd  Da lla s 2006 



Los Angeles SHP Interpretive Master Plan    August 23, 2006 
 

 13

e vid e nc e  o f the  e a rly use  o f the  p ro p e rty. Two  sto ne wa re  ink b o ttle s, fo r 
insta nc e , we re  re c o ve re d  ne a r the  “ p rinting  ro o m” d e p ic te d  o n the  1888 
Sa nb o rn Fire  Insura nc e  Ma p  a s a  p a rt o f the  d e p o t a nd  ho te l.22  
 
Physic a l Fe a ture s  
The  32-a c re  fo rme r b ro wnfie ld  wa s b a sic a lly a  fla t p a rc e l with little  e le va tio n 
c ha ng e  whe n a c q uire d  in 2001. In 2003, Sta te  Pa rks b e g a n c o nstruc tio n o f 
inte rim imp ro ve me nts fo r p ub lic  use , inc lud ing  d a y use  a nd  inte rp re tive  fe a ture s.  
C le a n fill so ils we re  imp o rte d  to  p ro vide  the  site ’ s und e rlying  a rc ha e o lo g ic a l 
fe a ture s pro te c tio n, a s we ll a s to  o ffe r to p o g ra p hy fo r the  p a rk imp ro ve me nts. 
This Inte rim Pub lic  Use  p ro je c t wa s p ut o n ho ld  in 2005 whe n the  site  und e rwe nt a  
p hysic a l tra nsfo rma tio n fo r the  ‘ No t A Co rnfie ld ’  p ub lic  a rt p ro je c t.  The  fe a ture s 
o f this p ro je c t we re  te mp o ra ry in na ture  a nd  will b e  re mo ve d  b y e a rly 2006.  
Ho we ve r, a  fe w fe a ture s a d d e d  b y this p ro je c t a re  a ntic ip a te d  to  re ma in a t the  
site : a  tra il a ro und  the  site ’ s pe rime te r (a p p ro xima te ly o ne -mile  o f d e c o mp o se d  
g ra nite ); a p p ro xima te ly 1500 truc k lo a d s o f a g ric ultura l g ra d e  so il; fo ur a c re s o f 
turf; a nd , a  wo o d e n d e c k with a  c a no p y c o ve r a t the  no rth e nd  o f the  site .  
The se  fe a ture s will b e  inc o rp o ra te d  b a c k into  the  IPU a s it is c o mp le te d  in 
summe r 2006. 
 
At the  so uth e nd  o f the  Pa rk is the  o nly e xta nt sta nd ing  struc ture  a t the  Pa rk, 
“ Millie ’ s.”  This sma ll, fo rme r lunc he o ne tte  sta nd  ha d  b e e n in o p e ra tio n fo r c lo se  
to  50 ye a rs.  It ha d  b e e n p a tro nize d  b y ma ny who  live d  o r wo rke d  in the  
d o wnto wn a re a . This struc ture  inc lud e s a  se mi-e nc lo se d , me ta l she d -ro o fe d  
d ining  a re a . Othe r tha n Millie ’ s ro o fe d  d ining  a re a  a t the  so uthe rn e nd  a nd  the  
wo o d e n d e c k c a no p y c o ve r a t the  no rthe rn e nd , the re  a re  no  tre e s o r sha d e  o n 
the  p a rk p ro p e rty.   
 
The  no ise  fro m the  ne a rb y G o ld  Line  lig ht ra il is lo ud , a s is the  a d ja c e nt tra ffic  
so und s fro m Inte rsta te  5 a nd  the  Arro yo  Se c o  Histo ric  Pa rkwa y (SR 110), a  
Na tio na l Sc e nic  Bywa y d e sig na te d  in 2002 a s the  first mo d e rn urb a n fre e wa y in 
Ame ric a .  The  p ro p e rty is b o rd e re d  b y two  b usy stre e ts (No rth Bro a d wa y a nd  
Sp ring  Stre e t) whic h c o mmute rs use  to  b y-p a ss c o ng e ste d  fre e wa ys.  No rth o f 
the  p ro p e rty is the  histo ric  Bue na  Vista  Brid g e  (c o mmo nly re fe rre d  to  a s the  
No rth Bro a d wa y Brid g e ).  This a rc hite c tura lly d istinc tive  b rid g e  is b ise c te d  b y the  
d o ub le  tra c k G o ld  Line  whic h runs thro ug h the  fra me d  a rc he s.   
 
Bio lo g ic a l Fe a ture s 
Vie we d  fro m a b o ve , the  site  a p p e a rs a s a n o b lo ng  p a rc e l tha t ha s b e e n 
c a rve d  o ve r time  b y the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r. The  no rthe rn-mo st p o rtio n o f the  site  
is lo c a te d  a p p ro xima te ly 150 fe e t fro m the  we ste rn e d g e  o f the  c o nc re te  rive r 
c ha nne l. The  Pa rk is situa te d  o n a  b e nc h just a b o ve  the  fo rme r flo o d p la in o f the  

                                            
22 Ne wla nd  a nd  Da lla s 2006 
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Lo s Ang e le s Rive r a nd  is b o rd e re d  to  the  no rthwe st b y the  Elysia n Pa rk Hills, whic h 
rise  to  e le va tio ns o ve r 700 fe e t a b o ve  me a n se a  le ve l.   
 
Na tura lly o c c urring  ve g e ta tio n is sp a rse , limite d  to  we e d y g ro wth d o mina te d  b y 
p la nts a b le  to  e xist in a n urb a n e nviro nme nt. Ove ra ll the  e xisting  ve g e ta tio n o n-
site  c a n b e  c la ssifie d  a s rud e ra l, g e ne ra lly d e fine d  a s p la nts g ro wing  in wa ste  
p la c e s tha t a re  no t ne c e ssa rily no n-na tive  sp e c ie s. Amo ng  the  p la nts o b se rve d  
o n site  d uring  the  Ge ne ra l Pla n stud y pha se  we re  mule fa t, ho rse we e d , p ric kly 
le ttuc e , a nd  b ristly o x-to ng ue . 
 
Muc h like  the  ve g e ta tio n o f the  site , the  wild life  o b se rve d  d uring  the  G e ne ra l 
Pla n stud y p ha se  g e ne ra lly inc lud e d  tho se  sp e c ie s a d a p te d  to  surviving  in a n 
urb a n o r d isturb e d  e nviro nme nt. Amo ng  the  wild life  sp e c ie s o b se rve d  o n-site  
we re : b ird s inc lud ing  killd e e r, mo urning  d o ve , ro c k d o ve / p ig e o n, re d -ta ile d  
ha wk, a nd  Ame ric a n ke stre l; ma mma ls, suc h a s Be e c he y’ s g ro und  sq uirre l; a nd , 
inve rte b ra te s like  the  Pa llid  wing e d  g ra ssho p p e r a nd  We st Co a st La d y. Mo re  
re c e nt o b se rva tio ns ha ve  inc lud e d  sp a rro ws ne sting  und e r the  No rth Bro a d wa y 
Brid g e . 
 
Environme nta l Influe nc e s  

Surro und ing  La nd  Use s a nd  Co mmunity Cha ra c te ristic s 
The  a re a  surro und ing  the  Pa rk is p rima rily d e d ic a te d  to  re g io na l ind ustria l use , 
inc lud ing  wa re ho use s a nd  b usy tra nsp o rta tio n tho ro ug hfa re s. An a c tive  b us line  
runs p a ra lle l to  the  Pa rk, a s d o e s a  ne w Me tro link c o mmute r line . The  surro und ing  
a re a  c o nta ins a  numb e r o f histo ric  re so urc e s suc h a s re mna nts o f the  c ity’ s first 
irrig a tio n syste m, the  Za nja  Ma dre , a nd  the  ne a rb y 1883 Ca p ito l Mill b uild ing . 
Within a  fe w b lo c ks o f the  site  a re  se ve ra l c o mme rc ia l e sta b lishme nts, sc ho o ls, a  
lib ra ry, a nd  a  numb e r o f e thnic a lly d ive rse  ne ig hb o rho o d s.  
 
The  so uthe rn b o und a ry o f the  Pa rk is a lo ng  No rth 
Sp ring  Stre e t. The  c ha ra c te r o f this a re a  is 
c urre ntly d e fine d  b y ind ustria l use s.  Situa te d  two  
b lo c ks to  the  so uth is the  Willia m Me a d  Ho using  
c o mp le x, the  a re a ’ s first lo w inc o me  ho using  
p ro je c t a nd  ho me  to  a p p ro xima te ly 2,500, 
p rima rily La tino , re sid e nts. The  Ann Stre e t 
Ele me nta ry Sc ho o l (K-6) is a lso  ne a rb y. The  
China to wn Tra nsit Pla za  is lo c a te d  just a  fe w 
ya rd s fro m the  so uthwe ste rn e nd  o f the  Pa rk. 
 
The  no rthe rn e d g e  o f the  Pa rk is b o rd e re d  b y No rth Bro a d wa y Stre e t. The  
c ha ra c te r o f this a re a  is d e fine d  b y ro lling  hills, c o mme rc ia l a re a s, a nd  
ne ig hb o rho o d s. Lo c a te d  in this a re a  is the  So la no  Ca nyo n ne ig hb o rho o d , a  
re sid e ntia l c o mmunity e sta b lishe d  in the  1880s. So la no  Ca nyo n is surro und e d  b y 
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Elysia n Pa rk a nd  the  Arro yo  Se c o  Histo ric  Pa rkwa y (SR 110), a  re c o g nize d  
Na tio na l Sc e nic  Bywa y b uilt b e twe e n 1935 a nd  1940 a s the  first mo d e rn 
“ fre e wa y.”   At the  no rthwe st e nd  o f the  Pa rk is the  China to wn c o mmunity, 
c o nsisting  o f a  mixture  o f c o mme rc ia l a nd  re sid e ntia l use s with a  re la tive ly hig h 
le ve l o f pe d e stria n tra ffic .  The  no rthe a st e nd  o f the  Pa rk is d e fine d  b y utility a nd  
ra il e a se me nts, the  No rth Bro a d wa y Brid g e , a nd  the  c o nc re te  c ha nne le d  Lo s 
Ang e le s Rive r. To  the  e a st, a c ro ss the  rive r, is the  ne ig hb o rho o d  o f Linc o ln 
He ig hts—the  o rig ina l Ea st Lo s Ang e le s, whic h wa s a lso  he a vily imp a c te d  b y the  
ra ilro a d  ind ustry. 
 
Re sto ra tio n e ffo rts fo c use d  o n the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r c o ntinue  to  g a in 
mo me ntum, p a rtic ula rly with the  a c q uisitio n o f the  Río  d e  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Pa rk 
p ro p e rty two  mile s to  the  no rth. This sta te  p a rk is to  b e c o me  a n imp o rta nt 
e le me nt o f the  rive r g re e nwa y p ro je c t, whic h will he lp  to  link the  Sa n Fe rna nd o  
fo o thills to  the  Pa c ific  Oc e a n. A future  b ike  p a th c o nne c ting  Río  d e  Lo s Ang e le s 
Sta te  Pa rk to  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is b e ing  p ro p o se d . 
 
The re  ha s b e e n a  re vita liza tio n tre nd  o ve r the  p a st se ve ra l ye a rs in the  
d o wnto wn a re a . A numb e r o f re d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c ts a re  p ro p o se d  ne a r the  
Pa rk. The y inc lud e : a d a p tive  re use  (ho using  a nd  stud io  d e ve lo p me nt) o f the  
histo ric  Ca p ito l Mill b uild ing  c o mp le x; a n inte rmo d a l fa c ility tha t will p ro vid e  
p a rking  a t the  Blo sso m Pla za  site ; a nd , Ho me b o y Ba ke ry, to  b e  lo c a te d  a c ro ss 
fro m the  China to wn Tra nsit Pla za . The  Lo s Ang e le s Co nse rva tio n Co rp s’  “ C le a n 
a nd  G re e n”  p ro g ra m, whic h p ro vid e s e nviro nme nta l se rvic e  o p p o rtunitie s to  
yo uth, a g e s 13 to  17, ha s re c e ntly mo ve d  into  a  b uild ing  o n No rth Sp ring  Stre e t, 
d ire c tly a c ro ss fro m the  Pa rk. Ad d itio na l re sid e ntia l, o ffic e , a nd  re ta il 
d e ve lo p me nts a re  p ro p o se d  in the  c ivic  c e nte r, whic h will c o ntrib ute  to  a n 
e me rg ing  mixe d -use  urb a n ne ig hb o rho o d .   
 

With a ll o f the se  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  re d e ve lo pme nt a c tivitie s, a n inte g ra l 
c o mp o ne nt o f the  e xp a nd ing  d o wnto wn c o mmunity infra struc ture  is the  a re a ’ s 
c ultura l d ra ws. Just fo ur b lo c ks so uth o f LASHP is El Pue b lo  d e  Lo s Ang e le s 
Histo ric a l Mo nume nt, c o mmo nly re fe rre d  to  a s O lve ra  Stre e t. Ad ja c e nt to  the  
O lve ra  Stre e t histo ric  site  is a  ne w p ro je c t kno wn a s La  Pla za  d e  Cultura  y Arte s, 
whic h will p ro vid e  e xhib it sp a c e  a nd  c o mmunity p ro g ra ms in the  histo ric  
Vic ke ry-Brunswig  Build ing . All o f the  a fo re me ntio ne d  d e ve lo p me nt, c o mme rc ia l, 
a nd  c ultura l a c tivitie s p ro vid e  a  d yna mic  te mp la te  fo r whic h the  p ro g ra ms a t 
LASHP c a n e nha nc e , c o mp le me nt, a nd  sup p le me nt. 
 
Visitors, The ir Ne e ds a nd Expe c ta tions  

Po te ntia l Pa rk Visito r Pro file s a nd  Numb e rs 
It is a ntic ipa te d  tha t p a rk visito rs will c o mp rise  two  p rima ry g ro up s. The  first will b e  
Ang e le no s, o r re sid e nts o f Lo s Ang e le s Co unty. This g ro up  is p ro je c te d  to  inc lud e  
re sid e nts fro m the  ne ig hb o rho o d s surro und ing  the  Pa rk, a s we ll a s stud e nts a nd  
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instruc to rs fro m the  a re a ’ s sc ho o ls a nd  c o lle g e s. It ma y a lso  inc lud e  re sid e nts, 
e mp lo ye e s, a nd  visito rs fro m the  d o wnto wn a re a , who  will use  the  b us se rvic e , 
ra il line , a nd  b ike  tra ils to  se e k o p e n sp a c e  a nd  a c tivitie s o ffe re d  a t the  Pa rk.  
The  se c o nd  g ro up  is c o mp rise d  o f visito rs c o ming  fro m o ut o f the  a re a , inc lud ing  
re sid e nts o f So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  a nd  o the r a re a s o f Ca lifo rnia , a s we ll a s tra ve le rs 
fro m o the r sta te s a nd  c o untrie s.   
 
Po te ntia l visito rs fro m the  surro und ing  c o mmunitie s inc lud e : a  hig h p o p ula tio n o f 
Asia ns a nd  La tino s, ma ny o f who m live  a t o r c lo se  to  p o ve rty le ve ls a nd  who  a re  
ne wc o me rs to  the  Sta te ; a  hig h numb e r o f re sid e nts who  a re  no t Eng lish 
la ng ua g e  p ro fic ie nt; p e o p le  o f va rio us a g e s, fro m c hild re n to  se nio rs; a nd  a  
rising  influx o f re sid e nts in the  re d e ve lo p e d  a re a s o f the  d o wnto wn c ity c e nte r 
who  ma y b e  hig he r-inc o me  p ro fe ssio na ls.  It is a ntic ip a te d  tha t o nc e  the  Pa rk is 
o p e n, ma ny p e o p le  fro m the se  ne ig hb o rho o d s, a s we ll a s a  g re a t d ive rsity o f 
o ut-o f-to wn visito rs, will use  the  Pa rk a s a  p la c e  to  re la x a nd  re c re a te .   
 
Ne a rb y histo ric  El Pue b lo  d e  Lo s Ang e le s Histo ric a l Mo nume nt o ffe rs a n 
e d uc a tio na l a nd  re c re a tio na l-sho p p ing  e xp e rie nc e  with visita tio n e stima te d  a t 
o ne  millio n p e o p le  a nnua lly.  It is a ntic ip a te d  tha t a p p ro xima te ly 300,000 visito rs 
ma y p a rtic ip a te  in Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk’ s inte rp re tive  to urs a nd  o the r 
a c tivitie s whe n the  Pa rk is c o mp le te d .  
 

Po p ula tio n Tre nd s  
The  c ha ng ing  d e mo g ra p hic  p a tte rns o f So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  c itie s, a s we ll a s 
re g io ns fro m o utsid e  this a re a , will a ffe c t visito r ne e d s, the  typ e s o f a c tivitie s, a nd  
d e ma nd  fo r re c re a tio na l o p e n sp a c e . The se  fa c to rs will und o ub te d ly a ffe c t the  
e d uc a tio na l a nd  inte rp re tive  se rvic e s o ffe re d  a t the  Pa rk. Within e a sy tra ve ling  
d ista nc e  a re  the  c o mmunitie s o f Willia m Me a d  Ho me s, So la no  Ca nyo n, 
China to wn, Elysia n He ig hts, Linc o ln He ig hts, a nd  d o wnto wn Lo s Ang e le s. The  
c urre nt shift in zo ning  fro m le ss ind ustry to  mixe d  use  ho using , o ffic e  sp a c e  a nd  
re ta il is c ha ng ing  the  c ha ra c te r o f this a re a  a nd  will inc re a se  the  d e sire  fo r o p e n 
sp a c e , re c re a tio n, a nd  fre e -c ho ic e  o r le isure  le a rning . 
 
Spe c ia l Conc e rns, Ana lysis, a nd Opportunitie s 

Me e ting  Multi-Ling ua l Ne e d s 
Id e ntifying  me tho d s fo r re mo ving  b a rrie rs to  la ng ua g e , e d uc a tio na l, a nd  
e c o no mic  c la ss d iffe re nc e s is e sse ntia l fo r the  Pa rk to  p ro vid e  me a ning ful 
e xp e rie nc e s tha t me e t the  uniq ue  ne e d s o f the  c o mmunity, a s we ll a s e c ho  the  
inte rp re tive  the me s o f the  Pa rk. Sta te  Pa rks’  sta ff a nd  ma na g e me nt ha ve  
id e ntifie d  me e ting  the  multi-la ng ua g e  ne e d s o f visito rs to  b e  a mo ng  the  ke y 
c o nsid e ra tio ns. The  d e nse  urb a n e nviro nme nt surro und ing  the  Pa rk is 
c ha ra c te rize d  b y a  ve ry d ive rse  p o p ula tio n tha t re fle c ts the  ric h c ultura l 
he rita g e  o f Lo s Ang e le s a nd  muc h o f Ca lifo rnia . Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks will b e  
re sp o nsive  to  the  ne e d s o f this d ive rse  po p ula tio n. The  Pa rk ha s a n o pp o rtunity 
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to  me e t the  c ha lle ng e  o f multi-ling ua l ne e d s whe n p la nning  a nd  d e ve lo p ing  
inte rp re tive  a nd  e d uc a tio na l p ro g ra ms a nd  fa c ilitie s.  One  a pp ro a c h to  
me e ting  this c ha lle ng e  will b e  to  utilize  sta ff, vo lunte e rs, a nd  c o mmunity p a rtne rs 
with multi-ling ua l skills. Othe r o p p o rtunitie s inc lud e  wo rking  with e xisting  
vo lunte e r/ d o c e nt g ro up s fro m lo c a l he rita g e  site s who  c a n p ro vid e  sup p o rt fo r 
multi-ling ua l inte rp re tive  p ro g ra m p re se nta tio ns a nd  fo r the  d e ve lo p me nt o f 
p rinte d  info rma tio n in multip le  la ng ua g e s. 
 
Pro vid ing  Me a ning ful Pro g ra ms a nd  Eve nts 
De ve lo p ing  re le va nt p ro g ra ms a nd  e ve nts is e sse ntia l fo r the  Pa rk to  p ro vid e  
me a ning ful e xp e rie nc e s tha t re fle c t the  Pa rk’ s visio n a nd  me e t the  uniq ue  
ne e d s o f the  c o mmunity. Pa rk sta ff a nd  ma na g e me nt ha ve  id e ntifie d  a s a  
sp e c ia l c o nsid e ra tio n the  ne e d  to  c re a te  p ro g ra ms a nd  e ve nts tha t a re  
c o nsiste nt with the  Pa rk’ s visio n a nd  inte rp re tive  the me s. The  sig nific a nc e  o f the  
site  a s a  Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk a nd  its uniq ue  ro le  in pro vid ing  c o nne c tio ns b e twe e n 
p a rk visito rs a nd  the  g re a te r Lo s Ang e le s sto ry ne e d  to  b e  c o nsid e re d  a s 
p ro g ra ms a nd  e ve nts a re  d e ve lo p e d .  One  me tho d  fo r e nsuring  tha t me a ning ful 
e xp e rie nc e s a re  o ffe re d  is b y wo rking  with the  c o mmunity to  g a in inp ut o n 
p ro g ra m a nd  e ve nt g o a ls, to p ic s, a nd  c o nte nt d e ve lo p me nt. Ano the r is to  link 
to  a lre a d y e sta b lishe d , a s we ll a s ne wly d e ve lo p ing , p ro g ra mming  in the  
surro und ing  a re a  (i.e . Chine se  Ame ric a n Muse um, El Pue b lo  d e  Lo s Ang e le s 
Histo ric a l Mo nume nt, Inne r-C ity Arts, La  Pla za  d e  Cultura  y Arte s, a nd  Río  d e  Lo s 
Ang e le s Sta te  Pa rk). 
 
The  p ro p e rty’ s sig nific a nc e  to  Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l histo ry b o th p a st a nd  p re se nt 
ha s b e e n d e sc rib e d  fro m the  fo llo wing  sta te me nt o f the  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry 
Co mmitte e ’ s Cultura l/ Histo ric a l Wo rk G ro up : 
 
The  Co rnfie ld site  is the  c o nduit to  unde rsta nding  the  sto ry o f Lo s Ang e le s. The  

re so urc e s p a st, p re se nt a nd future  re ve a l la rg e r c ultura l, e c o no mic  a nd 

histo ric a l na rra tive s re fle c tive  o f the  c ity a t la rg e  thro ug h time . The se  re so urc e s 

p re se nt a  uniq ue  o p p o rtunity in Lo s Ang e le s to  fo rg e  a  c o nne c tio n o f p e o p le , 

histo ry a nd p la c e  b y o p e ning  a  windo w to  unde rsta nding  the  pa st and tra c ing  

the  p re se nt into  the  future . 

 

The  Co rnfie ld site  sits uniq ue ly a t a  vita l g e o g ra p hic  ne xus to  Lo s Ang e le s’  histo ry 

fro m its b e g inning s to  the  p re se nt.  It is a  ve hic le  fo r a  re ve la to ry jo urne y thro ug h 

la ye rs o f histo ry a nd c ulture , a  slic e  thro ug h time  e xp o sing  the  do mina nt, 

fo rg o tte n a nd ig no re d sto rie s a like  whic h ma ke  Lo s Ang e le s so  ric h a nd dive rse . 

The  site  e mb o die s the  c ulture  a nd he rita g e  o f the  p a g e a ntry o f p e o p le s in a nd 

a ro und the  site , the  va lue s o f a  na tura l, rip a ria n e nviro nme nt, the  p re -histo ry o f 

the  re g io n a s e mb o die d b y the  Na tive  Ame ric a n villa g e  site , the  re g io n’ s 

a g ra ria n p a st, the  o p e ra tio n o f the  City’ s o rig ina l p ub lic  wa te r syste m, a nd the  

histo ric a l site  o f a  ma jo r So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  ra ilro a d a nd tra nsp o rta tio n hub . It 
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e xp re sse s the  sto ry o f strug g le , o f the  c o nflic t a nd c o o p e ra tio n tha t the  histo ric a l 

flo w o f p e o p le s in its ne ig hb o rho o ds ha ve  e nc o unte re d a nd e nde a vo re d to  

re so lve .  

 

The  va lue  o f the  Co rnfie ld lie s in its po te ntia l to  c o nne c t la rg e r histo ric a l a nd 

so c ia l p a tte rns to  the  p e rso na l sto rie s re le va nt to  the  c o nte mp o ra ry e xp e rie nc e  

o f Ang e le no s.  It will se rve  a s a  to uc hsto ne  thro ug h whic h Ang e le no s c a n c o me  

to  se e  ho w the y fit into  the  g re a te r Lo s Ang e le s sto ry.   

 

Ang e le no s ha ve  b e e n no to rio us a t o b lite ra ting , disto rting  a nd fo rg e tting  the ir 

histo ry. It is no te wo rthy, fo r e xa mp le , tha t the re  is no  muse um de vo te d p rima rily 

to  the  histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s.  Co rnfie ld p a rk pro je c t, with its c le a r-c ut a nd inna te  

imp o rta nc e  in So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia ’ s sto ry, p ro vide s a  ra re  o p p o rtunity to  re ve rse  

tha t tre nd, b y a llo wing  a n inte rpre tive  sta ff to  re vive  a spe c ts o f lo c a l histo ry a nd 

to  re la te  the m to  la rg e r p a tte rns o f Ca lifo rnia  a nd Ame ric a n histo ry23  

 
 

                                            
23 Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Cultura l/ Histo ric a l Sub c o mmitte e , 2003. 
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3. INTERPRETIVE DIRECTION 
 

“ No  o the r a va ila b le  32 a c re s ho ld s a s muc h o p p o rtunity to  e nlig hte n us 
a b o ut the  histo ry a nd  c ulture  o f Lo s Ang e le s a nd  this re g io n…” 

Dr. Le o na rd  Pitt, Pro fe sso r o f Histo ry, CSUN 
Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e , 2002 

 

Lo s Ang e le s to d a y p ro vid e s ho me s, e mp lo yme nt, c o mmunitie s, a nd  re c re a tio na l 
d e stina tio ns fo r millio ns o f p e o p le .  The  c ultura l sto ry o f Lo s Ang e le s – fro m its 
o rig ins so me  10,000 p lus ye a rs a g o  thro ug h the  mo nume nta l g ro wth a nd  ra p id  
urb a niza tio n o f the  re g io n in the  la st two  c e nturie s – p ro vid e s a  uniq ue  ve hic le  
fo r unc o ve ring  the  und e rlying  histo ric a l truths a nd  myths o f the  c urre nt 
me g a lo po lis tha t is c a lle d  Lo s Ang e le s. 
 
The  histo ry o f the  Lo s Ang e le s SHP p ro p e rty le nd s itse lf a s a  ve nue  fo r inq uiry into , 
a nd  d ia lo g ue  o n, the  ric h he rita g e  a nd  o n-g o ing  stud y o f the  re g io n a nd  its 
p e o p le .  Lo s Ang e le s ha s o fte n fille d  a  sp e c ia l nic he  fo r stud y o f histo ric a l 
sub je c ts, suc h a s so c ia l a nd  e thnic  stud ie s, a rc hite c ture  a nd  c ultura l la nd sc a p e , 
la b o r a nd  e c o no mic s, ind ustry a nd  c o mme rc e , ho using  a nd  c o mmunity, 
e nviro nme nt a nd  la nd  use , a nd  urb a n stud ie s.  A g la nc e  a t b ut a  fe w o f the  
mo re  re c e nt stud ie s sig na l a n invig o ra tio n in Lo s Ang e le s a s a  sub je c t.24  
 
Lo s Ang e le s SHP is in a  p o sitio n to  ta ke  a d va nta g e  o f re c e nt histo ry a nd  
histo rio g ra p hy, a lo ng  with the  he ig hte ne d  inte re st in Lo s Ang e le s a s sub je c t, to  
e nc o ura g e , sp o nso r, a nd  und e rta ke  furthe r re se a rc h fo r p la nning  a nd  
imp le me nting  its inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms. The se  p ro g ra ms sho uld  b e  no t o nly fo r, o r 
b y the  a c a d e mic  o r sc ho la rly c o mmunity b ut a lso  sho uld  se rve  a s a  ve nue  fo r 
so c ia l d ia lo g ue . LASHP’ s p ro g ra m c o nte nt will b e  ro o te d  in re c e nt sc ho la rship , 
a s we ll a s strive  to  g a the r a nd  use , p rima ry so urc e  ma te ria ls o n the  Lo s Ang e le s 
c ultura l e xp e rie nc e . Pa rk sta ff sho uld  inve stig a te  p rima ry re c o rd s a nd  so urc e s fo r 
inc o rp o ra tio n into  p ro g ra ms. The  p a rk sho uld  e sp e c ia lly se rve  a s a n imp o rta nt 
g a the ring  p o int fo r c o lle c ting  a nd  sha ring  the  first-p e rso n sto rie s o f the  Lo s 
Ang e le s e xp e rie nc e  in o rd e r to  he lp  p ro vid e  a  ric he r a nd  mo re  c o mp le te  
histo ric a l na rra tive . Whe ne ve r p o ssib le , the  p a rk’ s p ro g ra m sho uld  inc lud e  stro ng  
o ra l histo ry a nd  first p e rso n na rra tive  c o mp o ne nts.  
 

 

  

                                            
24 Se e  Sc o tt a nd  So ja  1996; Sa la s a nd  Ro th 2001; Sitto n a nd  De ve rill 2001; Mo na ha n 2003; Wo lc h, 
e t a l. 2004; G o ttlie b  e t a l. 2005; De ve rill a nd  Hise  2005. 
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Inte rpre tive  Mission Sta te me nt    
The  inte rp re tive  missio n is to  d e ve lo p  the  32-a c re  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk 
to  c o mmunic a te  the  sta te wid e  sig nific a nc e  o f the  c ultura l histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s, 
fro m its o rig ins to  to d a y. 
 
Inte rpre tive  Pe riod  
The  inte rp re tive  p e rio d  fo r Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is b a se d  o n a  “ Flo w o f 
Histo ry Co nc e p t”  in o rd e r to  a d d re ss the  10,000 p lus ye a r histo ry o f the  a re a . The  
Pa rk will p ro vid e  o p p o rtunitie s to  le a rn a b o ut the  e ntire  ra ng e  o f Lo s Ang e le s’  
p re -histo ry a nd  histo ry, fro m its na tura l re so urc e  fo und a tio ns to  its c o nte mp o ra ry 
urb a n c o nte xt. 
 
Inte rpre tive  The me s  

Unifying  The me : Co nne c tivity 
Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk’ s re so urc e s re ve a l na tura l, c ultura l, e c o no mic , 

a nd histo ric a l thre a ds re fle c tive  o f g re a te r Lo s Ang e le s o ve r time . 

 
Prima ry The me : Flo w o f Histo ry 
Sub the me  A: Pe o p le ’ s Histo ry 
Lo s Ang e le s’  sto ry o ve r the  pa st 10,000 p lus ye a rs e mb o die s the  strug g le s a nd 

triump hs o f its dive rse  re side nts a nd c o mmunitie s. 
 
Sub the me  B: Histo ry o f Pla c e   
The  mo ve me nt o f p e o p le  a nd p ro duc ts ha s e na b le d Lo s Ang e le s to  b e c o me  

the  me g a lo po lis it is to da y. 

 
Prima ry The me : Enviro nme nta l Justic e  
Sub the me  A: Wa te r 
Wate r has p la ye d a n inte g ra l ro le  in the  g ro wth o f Lo s Ang e le s fro m the  Spa nish 

p e rio d to  the  p re se nt. 

 
Sub the me  B: Enviro nme nta l Ac tio ns  
By the ir a c tio ns, p e o p le  ha ve  a ffe c te d Lo s Ang e le s b a sin’ s e nviro nme nt, 

imp a c ting  the  he a lth o f na tura l syste ms a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 
Se c o nd a ry The me : Re c re a tio n 
Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk p ro vide s a  uniq ue  p la c e  fo r re fle c tio n, re la xa tio n, 

re c re a tio n, re juve na tio n, a nd insp ira tio n. 
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Expa nde d The me  Sta te me nts 
 
Prima ry The me : Flow of History 

Subthe me  A: Pe ople s’ History 

Lo s Ang e le s’  sto ry o ve r the  pa st 10,000 p lus ye a rs e mb o die s the  strug g le s a nd 

triump hs o f its dive rse  re side nts a nd c o mmunitie s. 
 
Ove rvie w 
Ind ivid ua l sto rie s a nd  p e rso na l e xp e rie nc e s o f the  a re a ’ s na tive  Ca lifo rnia ns a nd  
immig ra nt c o mmunitie s ha ve  the  p o we r to  re so na te  in a  c o lle c tive  vo ic e  tha t 
sp e a ks to  e ve ryo ne . Sto rie s a sso c ia te d  with the  lo ng  histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s 
inc lud e : the  e a rly To ng va / G a b rie lino  p e o p le  a nd  the ir villa g e  o f Ya ng -Na ; 
Sp a nish c o lo niza tio n o f the  a re a ; the  tra nsfo rma tio n o f the  la nd  into  a  Me xic a n 
p ue b lo ; the  g ro wth o f d ive rse  e thnic  c o mmunitie s tha t ha ve  c o ntrib ute d  to  the  
wo rld wid e  c ultura l influe nc e  o f the  c ity. 
 
Ba c kg ro und  Info rma tio n 
Sc ho la rship  o n the  to p ic  o f Lo s Ang e le s’  p re histo ry a nd  histo ry unc o ve rs a  d e e p  
a nd  c o mp le x histo rio g ra p hy tha t c o ntinue s to  e vo lve . The  b rie f histo rio g ra p hic  
e ssa y b e lo w is me a nt to  c a p ture  the  b ro a d  id e a s, c o nc e p ts, a nd  sub je c t ma tte r 
re la te d  to  the  the me . This e ssa y is no t inte nd e d  to  b e  a n e xha ustive  listing  o f the  
ric h, d ive rse , a nd  sig nific a nt sc ho la rship , the me s,  a nd / o r sto rie s o f the  p e o p le , 
p la c e s, a nd  e ve nts a sso c ia te d  with Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l histo ry.  It sho uld  b e  
tho ug ht o f a s a  sta rting  p o int fo r the  e sta b lishme nt o f re se a rc h a nd  sc ho la rship  
fo r p ro g ra m d e ve lo p me nt.  Ma ny hund re d s o f suc h wo rks e xist a nd  listing , o r 
fa ilure  to  b e  liste d , in the  fo llo wing  d o e s no t infe r jud g me nt o n the ir va lue  o r 
c o mp e te nc e .  
 
Ethno g ra p hy a nd India n Histo ry 

 

The  c ultura l sto ry o f the  Lo s Ang e le s re g io n d a te s fa r b e fo re  Alta  Ca lifo rnia ’ s 
histo ric a l re c o rd  o f the  la st fo ur hund re d  p lus ye a rs.  Arc ha e o lo g ic a l e vid e nc e  
ind ic a te s huma n o c c up a tio n o f the  Lo s Ang e le s p la in a nd  c o a sta l strip  fro m a t 
le a st 10,000 ye a rs b e fo re  p re se nt (B.P.) time s.  So me  sc ho la rs ha ve  e nte rta ine d  
the o rie s o f muc h e a rlie r a rriva ls in the  a re a , a ltho ug h the  e xa c t time  o f huma n 
a rriva l re ma ins c o ntro ve rsia l.  Ove r se ve ra l tho usa nd  ye a rs the  re g io n sa w a  
p ro g re ssio n o f pa le o india n a nd  a rc ha ic  c ulture  g ro up s tha t so me  b e lie ve  ma y 
ha ve  b e e n the  p re d e c e sso rs o f the  e xisting  Ind ia n p o p ula tio ns.25   
 

                                            
25 Mc Ca wle y 1996; Dillo n 1994. 
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The  re g io n d ire c tly surro und ing  the  p a rk is the  kno wn te rrito ry o f the  
To ng va / G a b rie le no  p e o p le s. The  influe nc e  o f 
the se  p re histo ric  p e o p le  wa s fa r re a c hing . The y 
he ld  the  te rrito ry o f a  la rg e  se c tio n o f So uthe rn 
Ca lifo rnia  tha t inc lud e s muc h o f the  Lo s 
Ang e le s b a sin a nd  se ve ra l o f the  Cha nne l 
Isla nd s.  Pre vio us sc ho la rship  b e lie ve d  tha t the  
To ng va / Ga b rie le no  we re  re c e nt e ntra nts into  
Ca lifo rnia , p o ssib ly o nly 1,500 o r so  ye a rs b e fo re  
p re se nt.  Mo re  re c e nt re se a rc h no w p ro p o se s 
tha t the y ma y ha ve  b e e n o c c up ying  the  a re a  

fo r we ll o ve r 4,500 ye a rs.  In e ithe r insta nc e , a rc ha e o lo g ic a l a nd  e thno g ra p hic  
e vid e nc e  ind ic a te  tha t the  p re histo ric  To ng va / G a b rie le no  we re  a  p ro sp e ro us, 
a d a p ta b le , a nd  c re a tive  p e o p le  who  a lo ng  with the ir no rthwe ste rly ne ig hb o rs, 
the  Chuma sh, we re  o ne  o f the  mo st p o p ulo us, we a lthy, a nd  p ro sp e ro us 
Ca lifo rnia  Ind ia n g ro up s.26  
 
The  stud y o f the  re g io n’ s p re histo ric  p a st ha s e vo lve d  sig nific a ntly fro m the  
mo stly e thno c e ntric  a nd  o fte n c ultura lly inse nsitive  inte rp re ta tio ns o f Na tive  
Ame ric a n c ulture  in the  19th a nd  e a rly 20th c e nturie s,27 into  the  p a sto ra list ima g e s 
o f missio na rie s a nd  Ind ia ns28 to wa rd  the  sc ho la rship  o f the  la st fe w d e c a d e s 
whic h ha s fo c use d  o n mo re  sc ie ntific  inte rp re ta tio ns o f ma te ria l c ulture  re ma ins, 
e thno g ra p hic  stud ie s, a nd  the  d ire c t inp ut a nd  p a rtic ipa tio n o f the  Na tive  
Ame ric a n p e o p le s the mse lve s.29  
 
This is a lso  true  o f the  c ultura l stud ie s o f the  histo ry o f na tive  p e o p le s sinc e  the  
Sp a nish Co lo niza tio n a nd  Ame ric a n c o nq ue st o f the  re g io n in the  histo ric  p e rio d . 
So c ia l, e thnic , a nd  c ultura l histo ria ns o f the  la st fe w d e c a d e s ha ve  o ffe re d  mo re  
c o mp re he nsive  stud ie s to  re inte rp re t the  histo ric a l na rra tive  o f the  Na tive  
p e o p le s. The se  stud ie s ha ve  he lp e d  unc o ve r a nd  und e rsta nd  the  d e va sta ting  
e ffe c ts o f the  Euro -Ame ric a n c o nq ue st o n the  To ng va / G a b rie le no  a nd  o the r 
na tive  p e o p le s.  Fro m the  e ffe c ts o f the  Sp a nish Co lo nia l missio na rie s, so ld ie rs, 
a nd  se ttle rs30, to  the  e ffe c t o f Me xic a n Re p ub lic a nism o n la nd  use  a nd  
e c o no my31 a nd  b e yo nd  to  the  Ame ric a n Pe rio d ,32 sc ho la rship  o n Na tive  
Ame ric a n histo ric a l na rra tive  a nd  e xp e rie nc e  c o ntinue s to  mo ve  to wa rd  a  mo re  
tho ro ug h a nd  c o nte mp la tive  a sse ssme nt o f the ir he re to fo re  hid d e n o r 
sup p re sse d  histo rie s. 

                                            
26 Mc Ca wle y 1996;  Dillo n 1994. 
27 Se e  Re id  1888; Ca ug he y 1952; He ize r 1974; Wa rne r e t a l. 1877. 
28 Se e  Ja me s 1914; Eng le ha rd t 1927. 
29 Se e  Jo hnsto n 1962; Mc Ca wle y 1996; He ize r 1978; Hurta d o  1988; Fa g a n 2003. 
30 Co o k 1978; Ca stillo  1991; Ja c kso n 1995. 
31 Mo nro y 1990; G o nza le z 1997; Sa nd o s 1997. 
32 He ize r 1974; Ha a s 1995. 
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Histo rio g ra p hy 

 

The  histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s is in ma ny wa ys typ ic a l o f tha t o f Ca lifo rnia  a s a  who le .  
The  e a rlie st d o c ume nta tio n d a te s to  tha t o f the  Sp a nish Co lo nia l e xp lo re rs, 
missio na rie s a nd  se ttle rs.33 Na rra tive s o f the  Me xic a n Re p ub lic  Pe rio d  fo c use d  o n 
the  inte rna l strug g le s o f the  te rrito ry a nd  Lo s Ang e le s’  uniq ue  ro le  a s le a d e r o f 
se c ula r p o we r a nd  id e a ls in the  “ re vo lutio na ry p o litic s”  o f the  time . 34 
 
Ho we ve r, a s with muc h o f Ca lifo rnia ’ s histo ric a l na rra tive  o f this pe rio d , the  
Ang lo  Ame ric a n so jo urne rs o f the  Me xic a n Re p ub lic  a nd  e a rly Ame ric a n Pe rio d s 
d o mina te d  the  e a rly c hro nic le s o f the  C ity a nd  c o mmunity’ s histo ry fro m the ir 
vie wp o int.  Nine te e nth c e ntury Hisp a nic  na rra to rs suc h a s Anto nio  Ma ria  Osio  
a nd  Fra nc isc o  Ra mire z35 we re  o fte n o ve rsha d o we d  b y the  wo rks o f Jo na tha n 
Wa rne r, Be nja min Ha ye s, a nd  Ha rris Ne wma rk to  na me  b ut a  fe w.36  Eve n the  
first p e rso n na rra tive s o f p io ne e ring  Hisp a nic s g a the re d  d utifully b y Hub e rt Ho we  
Ba nc ro ft’ s p ro lific  “ histo ry c o mp a ny”  in the  1870s a nd  1880s fe ll vic tim to  
“ swe e te ne d ,”  b ia se d , a nd  so me time s p a tro nizing  id yllic  visio ns o f the  C ity’ s 
o rig ins a nd  d ive rse  e thnic  re sid e nts. 37 
 
This visio n wo uld  b e  g re e d ily swa llo we d  b y b o o ste rs a nd  p ro mo te rs who  he lp e d  
c ra ft wha t la te r sc ho la r Ca re y Mc Willia ms wo uld  to ut a s the  “ Sp a nish Fa nta sy 
He rita g e ”  o f the  c ity a nd  re g io n.  It wa s “ b o o ste r histo ria ns”  a t the  turn-o f-the -
twe ntie th c e ntury suc h a s Ja me s G uinn (1901), Cha rle s Fle tc he r Lummis (1909) 
a nd  Jo hn Mc G ro a rty (1923), who  no t o nly sp un this fa nta sy he rita g e  o f its Na tive  
a nd  Hisp a nic  ro o ts to  me e t the  ne e d s o f the  ne w d o mina nt Ang lo  Ame ric a n 
so c ie ty’ s c ivic , b usine ss, a nd  ra c ia l id e a ls, b ut use d  it to  justify Lo s Ang e le s’  
me te o ric  rise  fro m fro ntie r c o mmunity to  e c o no mic  p o we r in b ut two  sho rt 
g e ne ra tio ns.  As the  se lf p ro c la ime d  “ C ity o f De stiny,”  Lo s Ang e le s a nd  the  
Ang e le no s we re  b re d , ta ug ht, a nd  so ld  to  b e lie ve  tha t the ir C ity wa s the  
tre nd se tte r, the  p la c e  whe re  Ame ric a ns c a me  to  find  the  Ame ric a n Dre a m.38 
And  the  ma jo rity o f the ir histo ric a l na rra tive s re fle c te d  the  d o c trine  o f unb rid le d  
p ro g re ss a nd  p ro sp e rity tha t justifie d  the  unp a ra lle le d  e c o no mic  a nd  
d e mo g ra p hic  g ro wth Lo s Ang e le s e xp e rie nc e d  a t the  time . 
 
As mo d e rn Lo s Ang e le s b e c a me  the  urb a n p he no me no n o f the  20th c e ntury, 
p io ne e r sc ho la rs suc h a s so c io lo g ist Emo ry Bo g a rd us,39 e c o no mist Ro c kwe ll Hunt, 
a nthro p o lo g ist Ma nue l G a mio ,40 a nd  la wye r, sc ho la r, a nd  so c ia l c ritic  Ca re y 
                                            
33 Se e  Co sta nzo  1992; Nunis 2004. 
34 Ba nc ro ft 1886; Ta ys 1943. 
35 Se e  Osio  1996; Pitt 1966. 
36 Wa rne r a nd  Ha ye s 1877; Be ll 1881; Ne wma rk 1930. 
37 Ba nc ro ft 1886. 
38 Se e  Mc Willia ms 1948; Sta rr 1985; Kro p p  1999; De ve re ll 2004). 
39 Bo g a rd us 1927; 1930 
40 G a mio  1931 
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Mc Willia ms,41 se a rc he d  fo r, a nd  e xp o se d  the  multi-e thnic  sto rie s a nd  histo rie s 
tha t ha d  p a ra lle le d  the  rise  o f the  e c o no mic  a nd  c ultura l d o mina nc e  o f the  
re g io n.  Mo st sp e c ific a lly the y unc o ve re d  the  na rra tive s o f the  Me xic a n a nd  
Me xic a n Ame ric a n p o p ula tio ns o f the  re g io n tha t a s histo ria n Willia m De ve re ll 
no te d  ha d  b e e n “white wa she d ”  fro m the  re c o rd .42  Suc h stud ie s, a sid e  fro m the  
suc c e ss a nd  a c c la im o f Mc Willia ms’  wo rk, g e ne ra lly c o ntinue d  to  b e  
o ve rsha d o we d  b y the  p ro g re ss fo c use d  lo c a l histo rie s p ro d uc e d  fro m Pro fe sso r 
Owe n Co y’ s p ro lific  lo c a l histo ry p ro g ra m a t USC o r tho se  fro m the  ha lls o f 
ve ne ra b le  a rc hiva l institutio ns suc h a s the  So uthwe st Muse um a nd  Hunting to n 
Lib ra ry.  
 
And  it wa s tho se  e a rly sc ho la rs o f the  “ hid d e n”  e thnic  histo rie s o f Lo s Ang e le s 
who  in the  1960s a nd  1970s se t the  p re c e d e nt fo r the  o p e ning  o f the  “ Ne w 
So c ia l Histo ry”  to  e xa mine  tho se  sto rie s a nd  na rra tive s o f the  und e r-re p re se nte d , 
o r misre p re se nte d  g ro up s a nd  ind ivid ua ls tha t still ma d e  up  a  la rg e  se g me nt o f 
Lo s Ang e le s’  p o p ula tio n.43 Fue le d  a lso  b y the  C ivil Rig hts Mo ve me nt o f the  time s, 
Chic a no , Afric a n Ame ric a n, Asia n Ame ric a n, Na tive  Ame ric a n, a nd  Wo me n’ s 
Stud ie s p ro g ra ms so o n p ro vid e d  ne w, vo lumino us, so p histic a te d , a nd  insig htful 
a na lyse s a nd  vo ic e s to  the  Lo s Ang e le s histo ric a l na rra tive .44 The se  sc ho la rs ha ve  
b e e n the  insp ira tio n o f muc h o f the  re c e nt stud y o f the  Lo s Ang e le s sto ry tha t 
p ro vid e s inno va tive  sc ho la rship  in the  so c ia l, e c o no mic , p o litic a l, a nd  urb a n 
histo ry o f the  re g io n, a nd  sub se q ue ntly the  sta te  a nd  na tio n.45    
 
In the  la st two  d e c a d e s o r so , Lo s Ang e le s ha s b e c o me  a  lig htning  ro d  fo r 
stud e nts a nd  sc ho la rs in urb a n p la nning , so c io lo g y, a nd  histo ry a like .  Sc ho la rly 
p ro g ra ms a t ma jo r unive rsitie s suc h a s UCLA, Ca l Sta te  No rthrid g e , Lo ng  Be a c h 
Sta te , UC  Irvine , O c c id e nta l, a nd  USC a ll no w ha ve  a c tive  Lo s Ang e le s o r 
So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  stud ie s p ro g ra ms. Pa rtne rship s a nd  d ia lo g ue s b e twe e n 
lo ng time  c ultura l institutio ns, unive rsitie s, c ivic  a nd  lo c a l c o mmunity g ro up s a re  
g ro wing  a s re sid e nts, visito rs, a nd  p o lic y ma ke rs lo o k to  find  c o mmo n g ro und  fo r 
und e rsta nd ing  a nd  inte ra c ting  a s insp ire d  b y the  so -c a lle d  “LA Sc ho o l.” 46 Fo r 
mo st o f the se  p ro g ra ms, the  o p p o rtunity fo r c ivic  d ia lo g ue , b o th to  d isc uss the  
ind ivid ua l, a s we ll a s the  c o lle c tive  histo ry a nd  na rra tive , is a  ke y to  he lp ing  the ir 
g o a ls to  p ro vid e  Ang e le no s a  b e tte r o p p o rtunity to  und e rsta nd  a nd  d e c ip he r 
no t o nly the  p a st, b ut the  p re se nt, a nd  to  ho p e fully g uid e  the  future .  
 

                                            
41 Mc Willia ms 1946, 1948, 1949 
42 De ve re ll 2004 
43 Se e  Pitt 1966; G riswo ld  d e l Ca stillo  1979; Ro mo  1983; Rio s-Busta mo nte  1993. 
44 Se e  De  G ra ff 1970; Ruiz 1987; Ha a s 1995; Ha ya shi 1995; Mo nro y 1990; 1999; Hise  1997. 
45 Se e  Avila  2004; Orsi 2004; Erie  2004; Wild  2005; Fla mming  2005; Sid e s 2005 a nd  c o mp ila tio ns 
suc h a s Sa la s a nd  Ro th 2001; Sitto n a nd  De ve re ll 2001; Wo lc h, e t a l. 2004; G o ttlie b  e t a l. 2005; 
De ve re ll a nd  Hise  2005. 
46 Se e  Mo na ha n 2003; se e  a lso  Da vis 1990; 1998.   
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With a  simila r missio n, LASHP p a rk p ro g ra ms ne e d  to  ta p  into  the  c urre nt flo w o f 
sc ho la rship  a nd  p a rtne r with the  nume ro us institutio ns a nd  o rg a niza tio ns to  find  
a  nic he  fo r fo ste ring , e nc o ura g ing , a nd  p re se nting  the  o n-g o ing  stud y, d ia lo g ue , 
a nd  e xp e rie nc e  o f Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l sto ry. 
 
So c ia l Me mo ry 

 
Altho ug h p e rse ve ra nc e , stre ng th, a nd  p rid e  a re  a mo ng  the  e nd uring  va lue s fo r 
the  c o mmunitie s a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d s surro und ing  LASHP, the ir histo rie s o f 
strug g le , d isc rimina tio n, d ise nfra nc hise me nt, a nd  injustic e  a lso  re fle c t ma jo r 
tre nd s a nd  e ve nts in Lo s Ang e le s’  histo ry.  The  p a st vig ila ntism a g a inst Ind ia ns 
a nd  Hisp a nic s o f the  1850s a nd  1860s, the  China to wn Ma ssa c re  o f 1871, the  
fo rc e d  re lo c a tio n o f o ld  China to wn to  o ld  So no ra to wn in 1933 to  ma ke  wa y fo r 
Unio n Sta tio n, the  se ve ring  o f So la no  Ca nyo n a nd  Elysia n Pa rk fo r the  Pa sa d e na  
Fre e wa y in the  1940s, a nd  the  re lo c a tio n o f the  Cha ve z Ra vine  c o mmunity in 
the  1950s fo r p ro p o se d  p ub lic  ho using  p ro je c ts a nd  la te r Do d g e r Sta d ium, a ll 
ha d  d ire c t c o nne c tio ns a nd / o r imp a c ts o n the  p hysic a l la nd sc a p e , c o ntinuity, 
a nd  p syc he  o f the  p e o p le  a nd  c o mmunitie s surro und ing  the  fo rme r Rive r Sta tio n 
ya rd s.47 
 
To d a y, the  p e o p le  a nd  c o mmunitie s o f the  lo c a l surro und ing  ne ig hb o rho o d s 
re c a ll the se  ye a rs. In the ir p e rso na l sto rie s a nd  me mo rie s, the  fe e ling s o f 
d ise nfra nc hise me nt in re g a rd  to  the ir issue s a nd  c o nc e rns fo r the  o nc e  a c tive  
a nd  vib ra nt ind ustria l a nd  wo rking  c la ss ne ig hb o rho o d s. Ye t, the  so c ia l a nd  
p e rso na l histo rie s o f the  a re a  a lo ng  with the  le ss tha n p le a sa nt ta le s o f ra ilro a d  
ho b o s a nd  tra nsie nts living  in d ug o ut c a ve s b e ne a th the  Bro a d wa y Stre e t 
Brid g e , the  ro und ing  up  o f p o o r va g ra nts to  c o unty wo rk c a mp s a nd  the  
re p a tria tio n o f Me xic a n a nd  Me xic a n-Ame ric a n wo rke rs fro m the  fre ig ht d o c ks 
o f Rive r Sta tio n in the  1930s, a lo ng  with the  lo st p ro mise s o f p la yg ro und s a nd  
p a rks fro m the  C ity a nd  the  Lo s Ang e le s Do d g e rs in the  1950s, a ll p ro vid e  
na rra tive s o f Lo s Ang e le s’  histo ry tha t ha ve  o fte n b e e n o ve rsha d o we d  o r hid d e n 
fro m the  g re a te r c ivic  sto ry.48   
 
Suc c e ss sto rie s a re  a lso  o fte n just a s hid d e n.  The  sto ry o f Ne w China to wn re -
e sta b lishing  itse lf ne a r the  p a rk a lo ng  No rth Bro a d wa y he lp s to  p ro vid e  c o nte xt 
fo r the  g re a te r histo ry o f the  Ang e le no s.  Altho ug h d isp la c e d  in the  b itte r 1930s 
b a ttle  o ve r the  Unio n Sta tio n site , Chine se  c o mmunity le a d e rs to o k a d va nta g e  
o f o p p o rtunitie s to  re c re a te  the ir ne w ne ig hb o rho o d .  Fo llo wing  the  mo nike r to  
“ Co o p e ra te  So  As To  Ac hie ve ” , a nd  ta king  a d va nta g e  o f ne w la ws to  re c o g nize  
Chine se -Ame ric a n ve te ra ns o f Wo rld  Wa r I a nd  Pro -Chine se  se ntime nt d uring  
Wo rld  Wa r II, Ne w China to wn b e c a me  a  so lid  a nd  suc c e ssful b usine ss a nd  
re sid e ntia l c o mmunity.  Its p o p ula tio n d o ub le d  in the  1950s, a fte r the  Co mmunist 
                                            
47 Pitt 1966; Dillo n 1994; G re e nwo o d  1996; Cuff 2000; Ae sc hb a c he r e t a l 2000 
48 Ae sc hb a c he r e t a l 2000; G a rc ia  a nd  Flo re s 2005 
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ta ke o ve r o f China  trig g e re d  a  ne w wa ve  o f immig ra tio n.  Ad d itio na l immig ra nts 
fro m So uthe a st Asia  wo uld  a lso  a rrive  a nd  se ttle  in the  d e c a d e s a fte r the  
Vie tna m Wa r.49 
 
Thus the  c o mmunitie s a ro und  Rive r Sta tio n c o ntinue d  to  fo llo w the  p a tte rns o f 
e a rlie r immig ra nt g ro up s in a d d ing  to  the  20th c e ntury e thnic  mix o f Lo s Ang e le s.  
In 1990 the  p o p ula tio n o f China to wn a nd  the  surro und ing  c o mmunitie s o f So la no  
Ca nyo n a nd  the  Willia m Me a d  Ho using  Pro je c t (e sta b lishe d  in 1943) c o ntinue d  
to  ho ld  o nto  the ir he a vily e thnic  ma jo ritie s.50  
 
Pe rha p s o ne  o f the  g re a te st suc c e ss sto rie s in Ang e le no s’  re c e nt histo ry is the  
fo rma tio n o f the  China to wn Ya rd  Allia nc e  a nd  its ultima te  c o ntrib utio n in he lp ing  
to  c re a te  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk. The  Allia nc e  b ro ug ht to g e the r a n 
unp re c e d e nte d  g ro up  o f o ve r thirty-five  c o mmunity, c ivil rig hts, tra d itio na l 
e nviro nme nta l, e nviro nme nta l justic e , re lig io us, b usine ss, a nd  c ivic  o rg a niza tio ns 
a nd  le a d e rs.51  
 
Und e r the  mo nike r o f the  China to wn Ya rd  Allia nc e  fo r the  Co rnfie ld  (a n o ld  
ra ilro a d  wo rke r’ s nic kna me  fo r the  lo we r ya rd  use d  to  he lp  a sso c ia te  the  histo ric  
use s o f the  p ro p e rty a s o p e n, c o mmo n p ub lic  la nd )52, a  he ro ic  e ffo rt wa s ma d e  
to  sto p  the  Ma je stic  Re a lty wa re ho use  p ro je c t. The  China to wn Allia nc e  
c ha lle ng e d  the  d e te rmina tio ns o f the  C ity o f Lo s Ang e le s a nd  Ma je stic  Re a lty 
tha t the  p ro p e rty no  lo ng e r ha d  a ny histo ric a l sig nific a nc e  sinc e  c lo sing  o f the  
Rive r Sta tio n a s a  ra il ya rd .  So o n o the r c o nc e rns a s to  the  e c o no mic  via b ility o f 
the  wa re ho use  p ro je c t a lso  c a st sha d o ws o ve r its suc c e ss.  In 2001 the  
China to wn Ya rd  Allia nc e , with le g a l he lp  fro m the  Enviro nme nta l Justic e  in Lo s 
Ang e le s Pro je c t, suc c e ssfully c ha lle ng e d  the  p ro je c t’ s e nviro nme nta l re vie w 
p ro c e ss a nd  e ffe c tive ly “d e ra ile d ”  the  p ro je c t.  Altho ug h still a  re c e nt e ve nt to  
this p la nning  d o c ume nt, the  e ffo rts o f the  China to wn Ya rd  Allia nc e  a nd  its 
ind ivid ua l me mb e rs a nd  o rg a niza tio ns, ma y p ro ve  o ve r time  to  b e  o ne  o f the  
mo st impo rta nt e nviro nme nta l justic e  a nd  “ Q uie t Re vo lutio n”  c o mmunity 
e mp o we rme nt sto rie s in the  C ity’ s a nna ls. 
 
Co mmunity invo lve me nt c o ntinue d  a fte r the  a c q uisitio n o f the  p ro p e rty b y 
Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks in 2001. In o rd e r to  e nsure  tha t the  c o mmunity c o ntinue d  
to  b e  invo lve d  in the  p a rk p la nning  p ro c e ss, Se na te  Bill 1177 wa s p a sse d , 
e sta b lishing  a  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e . This c o mmitte e  c o nsiste d  o f thirty-
six me mb e rs re p re se nting  the  c o mmunitie s a nd  p ro p e rty o wne rs surro und ing  the  
Pa rk, e nviro nme nta l justic e  a nd  c ivil rig hts o rg a niza tio ns, histo ria ns, b usine ss 

                                            
49 Dillo n 1994; Ae sc hb a c he r e t a l 2000. 
50 [1990 c e nsus numb e rs: 42% Asia n; 17% AfrAm; 30% Hisp a nic ; 11% White ]. 
51

 G a rc ia  a nd  Flo re s 2005. 
52

 Newland and Dallas 2006. 
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le a d e rs, e d uc a to rs, lo c a l/ sta te / fe d e ra l g o ve rnme nta l a g e nc ie s, a nd  no n-p ro fit 
g ro up s.  
 
A 2003 re p o rt c o mp le te d  b y the  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  id e ntifie d  
imp o rta nt histo ric  e ve nts a nd  sig nific a nt sto rie s o f pe o p le ’ s strug g le s to  b e  furthe r 
inve stig a te d  fo r re p re se nta tio n in the  Pa rk, inc lud ing : 
 
• Immig ra nts who  first a rrive d  a nd  se ttle d  in this a re a  
• The  d isc rimina tio n suffe re d  b y ma ny e thnic  g ro up s in a re a  
• The  Chine se  Ma ssa c re  – the  lync hing  o f Chine se  in ne a rb y El Pue b lo  mo re  

tha n 100 ye a rs a g o  
• Exp lo ita tio n a nd  d e p o rta tio n in the  1930s, a nd  la te r, a s tho usa nd s o f Me xic a n 

immig ra nts we re  se nt b a c k to  Me xic o  o ut o f Unio n Sta tio n 
• China to wn Ya rd  Allia nc e  – c o a litio n o f c o mmunity g ro up s tha t suc c e ssfully 

fo ug ht C ity o f Lo s Ang e le s a nd  d e ve lo p e rs to  sa ve  la nd  fro m wa re ho use  
d e ve lo p me nt.53 

 
Co nsid e ra tio n o f the se  a nd  o the r histo ric a l the me s, to p ic s, e ve nts, a nd  p e rso na l 
sto rie s will he lp  us to  b e tte r und e rsta nd  the  pe o p le  a nd  p la c e  tha t is Lo s 
Ang e le s.  Inte rp re tive  p ro g ra mming  a t the  Pa rk will p ro vid e  a  b ro a d  a p p ro a c h 
fo r re fle c ting  Lo s Ang e le s’  “ Ma ny Histo rie s a nd  Ma ny Vo ic e s.”  
 
 
Prima ry The me : Flow of History 

Subthe me  B: History of Pla c e  
The  mo ve me nt o f p e o p le  a nd p ro duc ts ha s e na b le d Lo s Ang e le s to  b e c o me  

the  me g a lo po lis it is to da y. 

 
Ove rvie w 
The  p a rk site  ha s b e e n a  ro ute  o f tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  c o mme rc e  thro ug ho ut its 
histo ry.  Lo c a te d  within b ustling  tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  rive r c o rrid o rs the  Pa rk 
p ro vid e s a  p la c e  to  re fle c t o n the  c o mme rc ia l a nd  ind ustria l a c tivitie s tha t ha ve  
sha p e d  the  c ity. 
 
The  p a rk’ s sp e c ific  la nd  use  histo ry re ve a ls its histo ric a l a nd  c ultura l sig nific a nc e .  
Its p ro mine nt lo c a tio n o n she lf-la nd  a b o ve  the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r p ro vid e d  a  
p hysic a l ne xus to  this e sse ntia l na tura l re so urc e  in the  se mi-a rid  re g io n. 
Pre histo ric  c ulture  g ro up s suc h a s the  To ng va / G a b rie le no  utilize d  the  a re a  fo r 
tho usa nd s o f ye a rs p rio r to  Euro -Ame ric a n c o nta c t. Do c ume nte d  c o mme rc ia l 
a c tivitie s d a te  fro m the  se ttle me nt o f the  a re a  in the  18th Ce ntury thro ug h Lo s 
Ang e le s’  g ro wth fro m sma ll fro ntie r c o mmunity to  a  21st c e ntury urb a n 
me tro p o lis. The  site ’ s ro le  in e a rly wa te r d e ve lo p me nt (Za nja  Ma dre ) a nd  

                                            
53

 Co rnfie ld  Sta te  Pa rk Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  2003. 
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a g ric ulture , a nd  the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d ’ s a c tio ns a s a  c a ta lyst fo r ind ustria l 
a nd  infra struc ture  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  p o p ula tio n g ro wth p a ra lle l Lo s Ang e le s’  
urb a n, e c o no mic , a nd  so c ia l histo rie s 54 
 
Ba c kg ro und  Info rma tio n 
Fro m p re histo ric  to  Sp a nish Co lo nia l time s, thro ug h o ve r a  c e ntury a s a  ma jo r 
ra ilya rd , the  Pa rk p ro p e rty ha s b e e n a sso c ia te d  with nume ro us a c tivitie s tha t 
re fle c t the  e vo lutio n o f the  tra nsp o rta tio n, infra struc ture , a nd  c o mme rc ia l 
g ro wth in Lo s Ang e le s. 
 
Villa g e  o f Ya ng -Na  

 

The  To ng va / G a b rie le no  p e o p le , living  in the  villa g e  o f Ya ng -Na  lo c a te d  in the  
g e ne ra l vic inity o f the  p a rk p ro p e rty wie ld e d  influe nc e  o ve r te rrito ry tha t 
inc lud e d  muc h o f the  Lo s Ang e le s b a sin a nd  se ve ra l o f the  Cha nne l Isla nd s. The  
To ng va / G a b rie le no , e sp e c ia lly in the  la te  p re histo ric  a nd  p ro to histo ric  p e rio ds 
ha d  a  c o mp le x so c ia l syste m a nd  hig hly a d a p tive  c ulture . The y p ra c tic e d  a  
hunting / g a the ring  e c o no my with a  stro ng  ma ritime  influe nc e . Tra d e  a nd  
inte rma rria g e  with ne ig hb o rs a nd  d ista nt g ro up s wa s typ ic a l. Te c hno lo g ic a l 
inno va tio ns a nd  sp e c ia lize d  skills suc h a s c a no e  b uild ing  a nd  o the r c ra fts, a s we ll 
a s he a ling , we re  o rg a nize d  a nd  hig hly re g a rd e d . The  Ya ng -Na  a re a  in the  
vic inity o f the  p a rk p ro p e rty wo uld  ha ve  b e e n a  p a rt o f this tra d e  syste m.55   
 
In Aug ust 1769, whe n the  Sp a nish Co lo nia l e xp e d itio n le d  b y G a sp a r d e  Po rto lá  
a rrive d  a t, c a mp e d , a nd  c ro sse d  the  future  p a rk p ro p e rty, the y fo und  a n a c tive  
To ng va / G a b rie le no  villa g e  (Ya ng -Na ).  Fr. Jua n Cre sp i a nd  e ng ine e r Mig ue l 
Co sta nzo  d o c ume nte d  the  jo urne y a nd  fro m the m c o me s the  first d e sc rip tio ns 
o f the  a re a  a ro und  to d a y’ s Pa rk.  Fro m the se  first Sp a nish d e sc rip tio ns a nd  
re c o mme nd a tio ns c a me  the  id e a  to  lo c a te  a  c ivilia n a g ric ultura l se ttle me nt 
ne a rb y.56 
 
El Pue b lo  

 

G o ve rno r d e  Ne ve  o rd e re d  a  ne w p ue b lo  to  b e  e sta b lishe d  to  ta ke  a d va nta g e  
o f the  rive r a nd  fe rtile  rive r va lle y to  a ssure  its suc c e ss a s a n a g ric ultura l 
c o mmunity. Altho ug h a ll la nd  wa s d e e me d  the  p ro p e rty o f the  King  o f Sp a in, 
the  p ue b lo  wa s a ssig ne d  o ne  sq ua re  le a g ue  o f la nd  fo r its use . The  G o ve rno r 
d ire c te d  tha t ho use  lo ts (so la re s o r sitio s) b e  e sta b lishe d  a ro und  a  p ub lic  p la za  
a nd  a ssig ne d  the m to  e a c h se ttle r fa mily. The  o rig ina l p la za  a p p e a rs to  ha ve  
b e e n lo c a te d  so me wha t no rthe a st o f the  c urre nt p la za  tha t is the  c e nte r o f El 

                                            
54 Se e  Ne wla nd  a nd  Da lla s 2006 fo r d e ta ile d  na rra tive  a nd  c ita tio ns to  the  sp e c ific  la nd  use  
histo ry. 
55 Mc Ca wle y 1996; Dillo n 1994. 
56 Co sta nzo  1992; Cre sp i 2001; Estra d a  2003. 
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Pue b lo  d e  Lo s Ang e le s Histo ric a l Mo nume nt. In a d d itio n, la rg e  p la nting  lo ts 
(sue rte s) we re  la id  o ut b e twe e n the  p la za  a nd  rive r to  the  so uth a nd  e a st a nd  
a lso  a ssig ne d  to  ind ivid ua l se ttle rs.  The  re ma ining  la nd s we re  e ithe r se t a sid e  fo r 
future  se ttle rs o r a s c o mmo n p la nting  la nd s (pro p io s).  The  la nd  to  the  no rth o f 
the  p la za  up  to  the  rive r (inc lud ing  the  Pa rk p ro p e rty) wa s o rig ina lly e sta b lishe d  
a s c o mmo n p la nting  lo ts (p ro p io s). 57  
 
Ea rly Co mme rc ia l Ente rp rise s: Ag ric ulture  

 

One  o f the  first a nd  mo st imp o rta nt ta sks und e rta ke n wa s the  e xc a va tio n o f the  
Za nja  Ma dre , o r ma in irrig a tio n d itc h to  b ring  rive r wa te r to  the  p la za  a nd  fie ld s.  
The  se ttle rs to o k a d va nta g e  o f lo c a l Ind ia n la b o r to  d ig  the  d itc h fro m the  inta ke  
a t a  b rush a nd  p o le  d a m lo c a te d  o n the  rive r just no rth o f the  c urre nt No rth 
Bro a d wa y o r Bue na  Vista  Brid g e  lo c a tio n.  The  p re se nc e  o f the  Za nja  Ma dre  
thro ug h the  lo t o f the  future  p a rk p ro p e rty ma d e  it va lua b le  to  the  ne w 
c o mmunity, a ltho ug h its lo c a tio n wa s c o nsid e re d  “ o ut o f to wn”  we ll into  the  
1870s. 58 
 
The  e a rlie st re c o rd  o f d o c ume nte d  a g ric ultura l use  o f the  p a rk p ro p e rty d a te s to  
1804, a ltho ug h it ma y ha ve  se e n so me  p la nting  e a rlie r.  The  p ro mine nt Avila  
fa mily wa s re p o rte d  to  ha ve  use d  the  p ro p e rty.  Ac c o rd ing  to  the  te stimo ny o f 
the ir g re a t-g ra nd so n in 1914, the  Avila s ha d  b e e n so me  o f the  first to  p la nt 
vine ya rd s a nd  ha d  d o ne  so  o n the  la nd s tha t b e c a me  the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  
Ra ilro a d ’ s ra il ya rd s (c urre nt p a rk p ro p e rty).  The se  vine ya rd s ma y ha ve  b e e n 
so me  o f the  e a rlie st in Lo s Ang e le s a nd  the  p re d e c e sso rs to  Lo s Ang e le s’  first 
imp o rta nt ind ustry. By 1817 C ity re c o rd s ind ic a te  a  fo rma l g ra nt o f the  a re a  to  
Fra nc isc o  Avila .59  In tha t sa me  ye a r the  Pue b lo  re p o rte d ly ha d  o ve r 53,000 vine s 
und e r c ultiva tio n a nd  in the  e a rly 1820s wa s p ro d uc ing  o ve r 325 g a llo ns o f wine  
a nnua lly.  Vitic ulture  c o ntinue d  a s Lo s Ang e le s’  to p  a g ric ultura l a c tivity into  the  
1860s.60 
 
Sho rtly the re a fte r c ha ng e  o c c urre d  in Lo s Ang e le s a nd  Alta  Ca lifo rnia . In 1821 
Me xic o  wo n its ind e p e nd e nc e  fro m Sp a in a nd  Alta  Ca lifo rnia  ha d  b e c o me  a  
te rrito ry o f the  ne w Me xic a n Re p ub lic .  The  p o litic a l a nd  so c ia l c o ntro l o f the  
milita ry a nd  re lig io us le a d e rship  b e g a n to  switc h to  the  se c ula r a nd  p riva te  
se c to r—a nd  a lso  to  na tive  b o rn Ca lifo rnio s. Be ing  the  la rg e st c ivil se ttle me nt in 
the  te rrito ry (o ve r 650 re sid e nts b y 1820), Lo s Ang e le s a nd  Ang e le no s b e g a n to  
ha ve  mo re  a nd  mo re  e c o no mic  a nd  p o litic a l influe nc e . The  Me xic a n 
G o ve rnme nt o p e ne d  up  tra d e  with fo re ig n ship s a nd  le g a lize d  immig ra tio n o f 

                                            
57 Po o le  a nd  Ba ll 2002; Estra d a  2003; Dillo n 1994; Ord  Ma p  1849. 
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fo re ig ne rs. Ma ny o f the se  visito rs, so me  fro m Ne w Eng la nd  a nd  Euro p e , fo und  
Alta  Ca lifo rnia  to  the ir liking , c o nve rte d  to  Ca tho lic ism, a nd  b e c a me  Me xic a n 
c itize ns.61  
 

One  o f the  mo re  we ll kno wn o f the se  immig ra nts, Ab e l Ste a rns, b e c a me  the  
ne xt d o c ume nte d  o wne r a nd  use r o f the  p a rk 
p ro p e rty. In 1843 Ste a rns a p p e a rs to  ha ve  p urc ha se d  
the  la nd  inc lud ing  the  lo t d ire c tly so uth o f the  c urre nt 
p a rk p ro p e rty whe re  he  e sta b lishe d  a  mill fo r g rind ing  
lo c a l g ra ins. The  Ste a rns Mill, c urre ntly the  site  o f 
Ca p ito l Mills, re p o rte d ly re p la c e d  a n e a rlie r mill b uilt 
b y a no the r e a rly Ame ric a n immig ra nt, Jo se p h 
Cha p ma n, in the  1830s. Altho ug h Cha pma n ha d  o ne  
o f the  la rg e st vine ya rd  ho ld ing s in the  p ue b lo  in the  
1820s a nd  1830s, it is unc e rta in if he  use d  the  c urre nt 
p a rk p ro p e rty.  Ste a rns o wne d  the  mill a nd  p a rk 
p ro p e rty until his d e a th in 1871, whe n it tra nsfe rre d  to  
his wife , Arc a d ia  Ba nd ini d e  Ste a rns.62 

 
So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d’ s Rive r Sta tio n 

 

It wa s a t this time  tha t the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  p ro p e rty c ha ng e d  ra p id ly a nd  
ra d ic a lly.  Lo s Ang e le s ha d  b e e n c o nsid e re d  a  p o te ntia l te rminus o r hub  fo r a  
so uthe rn tra nsc o ntine nta l ra ilro a d  sinc e  the  fe d e ra l ra ilro a d  surve ys o f the  e a rly 
1850s.  Altho ug h Sa n Die g o  a p p e a re d  to  ha ve  a n a d va nta g e  with its na tura l 
ha rb o r, lo c a l c itize ns a nd  le a d e rs c o ntinue d  to  p ro mo te  Lo s Ang e le s a nd  its 
a g ric ultura l p ro we ss a nd  rive r wa te r sup p ly a s the  lo g ic a l c ho ic e  to  b ring  a  
ra ilro a d . In 1872 the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  Co mp a ny o ffe re d  to  b uild  a  ra il 
c o nne c tio n no rth to  Sa n Fra nc isc o  a nd  Sa c ra me nto  a nd  the n e a st to  Yuma  a nd  
b e yo nd . The y re q ue ste d  p a yme nt in the  va lue  o f 5% o f the  c o unty’ s to ta l la nd  
va lue , the  e xisting  Lo s Ang e le s a nd  Sa n Pe d ro  ra ilro a d  (b uilt in 1869 fro m L.A. to  
Wilming to n), a nd  la nd  fo r use  a s a  sta tio n a nd  ya rd .  La te r tha t ye a r the  c itize ns 
a p p ro ve d  a  b o nd  issue  fo r the  fund s a nd  to  c o mp ly with the  o the r d e ma nd s o f 
the  ra ilro a d .63  

 

 

                                            
61 Mo nro y 1999; Nunis 1997.   
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Co nstruc tio n o f the  ra il line  fro m b o th d ire c tio ns c o mme nc e d  the  ne xt ye a r a nd  
b y 1876 ha d  c o nne c te d  Lo s Ang e le s to  the  no rth a nd  the  tra nsc o ntine nta l 
ra ilro a d .  The  So uthe rn Pa c ific  (SP) q uic kly b uilt a  sma ll fre ig ht ho use  a nd  d e p o t 
o n the  future  p a rk p ro p e rty fa c ing  Sa n Fe rna nd o  Stre e t (No rth Sp ring ) tha t 
o p e ne d  a s Lo s Ang e le s Junc tio n o r the  “ Rive r Sta tio n”  in 1875. Ove r the  ne xt 
d e c a d e  So uthe rn Pa c ific  wo uld  p urc ha se  the  no rth p a rc e l, re fe rre d  to  o n so me  

ma p s a s the  Bull Ring , a nd  c o ntinue d  to  e xp a nd  its fa c ilitie s.  In 1879 the  two -
sto ry Pa c ific  Ho te l, with its fe a ture d  “ p a rlo r sitting  ro o m” a nd  25-minute  me a l 
se rvic e  fo r thro ug h p a sse ng e rs wa s o p e ne d  ne xt to  the  d e p o t.64  
 
Pa sse ng e r tra ffic  wa s suc h tha t a  ne w d e p o t a nd  ho te l with a  re sta ura nt ha d  
re p la c e d  the  o rig ina l d e p o t b y 1883 to  ta ke  a d va nta g e  o f the  c o mp le tio n o f 
the  so uthe rn tra nsc o ntine nta l ro ute  to  Ne w Orle a ns. The  SP the n mo ve d  the  
o rig ina l d e p o t b uild ing  to  the  so uthe rn e nd  o f the  p ro p e rty a nd  inc o rp o ra te d  it 
into  a  ne wly e xp a nd e d  fre ig ht ho use .  By the  mid -1880s a  26-sta ll ro und ho use  
with turnta b le , c o a ling  & wo o d  ho use , full se t o f ma inte na nc e  sho p s, a nd  mo st 
imp o rta ntly fo r the  c itrus ind ustry, a  la rg e  ic ing  fa c ility, ha d  b e e n b uilt o n the  
e xp a nd e d  p ro p e rty.65  Fo r the  ne xt d e c a d e  the  Rive r Sta tio n se rve d  a s the  ma in 
he a d q ua rte rs fo r SP’ s o p e ra tio ns a nd  p a sse ng e r a nd  fre ig ht se rvic e .  As e a rly a s 

1880 the  SP ha d  b e c o me  the  to wn’ s 
la rg e st e mp lo ye r with 300 e mp lo ye e s 
a nd  o ve r a  hund re d  living  in the  ne w 
re sid e ntia l a nd  c o mme rc ia l 
ne ig hb o rho o d  surro und ing  the  sta tio n 
p ro p e rty.66 
 
The  a rriva l o f the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  
Ra ilro a d  c a use d  a  sho rt b o o m in the  
1870s. Lo s Ang e le s’  p o p ula tio n mo re  
tha n d o ub le d  d uring  the  d e c a d e  
g o ing  fro m 5,728 to  11,170 b y 1880.67 
Wha t to d a y a p p e a rs to  b e  mo d e st 

g ro wth c o ntinue d  to  re fle c t a  d ive rse  multi-e thnic  p o p ula tio n. By the  1870s, in 
a d d itio n to  the  e xisting  Hispa nic , Ind ia n a nd  na tura lize d  Me xic a n p o p ula tio ns, 
sma ll b ut a c tive  Fre nc h a nd  Ita lia n c o mmunitie s ha d  e sta b lishe d  the mse lve s in 
a re a s to  the  no rth a nd  we st o f the  p la za  ne a r the  Ro ma n Ca tho lic  c hurc h a nd  
c e me te ry o n Bue na  Vista  Stre e t (No rth Bro a d wa y). Sp urre d  b y fishing , ro a d , a nd  
ra ilro a d  c o nstruc tio n a  sma ll Chine se  c o mmunity, numb e ring  ro ug hly 200, ha d  
b e e n e sta b lishe d  b y 1870 in o ld  “ Ne g ro  Alle y”  so uthe a st o f the  p la za  a nd  a lo ng  
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Ala me d a , whe re  the  Unio n Sta tio n sits to d a y.68  Suc h wa s the  c o smo p o lita n 
na ture  o f the  c itize nry in the  1870s tha t visito r B. F. Ta ylo r no te d  in 1878 tha t Lo s 
Ang e le s wa s a  p la c e  in whic h o ne  c o uld  he a r Sp a nish, G e rma n, Ita lia n, Fre nc h, 
Chine se , a nd  Eng lish sp o ke n re g ula rly.69 
 
The  suc c e ss o f the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  a lso  he lp e d  se ll So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  
a nd  Lo s Ang e le s to  the  re st o f the  c o untry. Whe n the  Sa nta  Fe  Ra ilro a d  
c o mp le te d  its tra nsc o ntine nta l line  to  So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  in 1885, a  p ric e  wa r 
wa s trig g e re d , a nd  the  G re a t La nd  Bo o m o f the  1880s b e g a n.70 A ye a r la te r, SP 
ma d e  a n a g re e me nt to  a llo w the  Sa nta  Fe  to  use  its Rive r Sta tio n fo r p a sse ng e r 
se rvic e , a nd  fo r a  sho rt while , it wa s no te d  o n time ta b le s a s the  “ Unio n De p o t.”   
Within two  ye a rs the  p o p ula tio n o f Lo s Ang e le s g re w to  o ve r 50,000. Stre e tc a rs, 
p a ve d  stre e ts, se we rs, a nd  a  ne w wa te r syste m we re  ne e d e d  to  d e a l with the  
ma ssive  g ro wth.  Sub urb a n ne ig hb o rho o d s so o n sp re a d  o ut to  the  e a st a c ro ss 
the  rive r a nd  to  the  so uth a nd  we st o f the  o ld  p la za  a nd  d o wnto wn.  In 1889 the  
Lo s Ang e le s Ele c tric  Ra ilwa y Co mp a ny b uilt tro lle y line s d o wn b o th Bue na  Vista  
(No rth Bro a d wa y) a nd  Sa n Fe rna nd o  (No rth Sp ring ) in a n e ffo rt to  c o nne c t the se  
“ stre e tc a r sub urb s”  to  d o wnto wn.  The  line  o n Sa n Fe rna nd o  Stre e t re q uire d  a  
la rg e  via d uc t to  lift the  line  a b o ve  the  multip le  SP tra c ks tha t c ro sse d  the  stre e t 
a d ja c e nt to  the  Ca p ito l Mill.  So uthe rn Pa c ific  a lso  b uilt a  ra ise d  c a twa lk a c ro ss 
the  c e nte r o f the  ra il ya rd  to  a llo w wo rke rs sa fe  p a ssa g e  to  a nd  fro m No rth 
Bro a d wa y. 71 
 
With suc h a n e xp a nsio n in tra ffic , the  ne w d e p o t a t Rive r Sta tio n p ro ve d  
ina d e q ua te  to  ha nd le  the  vo lume . In Ma y 1887, o nly a  ye a r a fte r c o mp le ting  
ne w a d d itio ns to  the  1883 d e p o t, SP a nno unc e d  p la ns to  b uild  a  g ra nd  ne w 
sta tio n two  mile s so uth o n Ala me d a  ne a r 4th Stre e t.  In 1889 the  o rna te  Arc a d e  
De p o t wa s o p e ne d  a nd  se rve d  a s the  ma in SP p a sse ng e r te rmina l until 1915. The  
Rive r Sta tio n d e p o t/ ho te l c o ntinue d  o p e ra tio ns until it wa s d e mo lishe d  in 1902 to  
ma ke  ro o m fo r e xp a nd e d  fre ig ht se rvic e .  Sho rtly a fte r the  turn o f the  c e ntury 
the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  p urc ha se d  a  b ric k sto re fro nt b uild ing  o n Sa n Fe rna nd o  
Stre e t to  se rve  a s the  ya rd  o ffic e  a nd  a s a  c o mmute r sto p , until p a sse ng e r 
se rvic e  a t Rive r Sta tio n e nd e d  in 1924.72  
 
With the  Arc a d e  Sta tio n ha nd ling  the  ma jo rity o f p a sse ng e r se rvic e , Rive r Sta tio n 
wa s e xp a nd e d  to  ha nd le  the  ma ssive  vo lume  o f fre ig ht, mo stly fro m So uthe rn 
Ca lifo rnia ’ s b urg e o ning  c itrus ind ustry. In 1897 the  Rive r Sta tio n fre ig ht ya rd s we re  
e xte nd e d  a no the r 1,500 fe e t d o wn Ala me d a  Stre e t whe re  se ve ra l ma ssive  
ship p ing  ho use s we re  b uilt.  It wa s a b o ut this time  tha t the  turnta b le , 

                                            
68 Po o le  a nd  Ba ll 2002; Estra d a  2003. 
69 Dillo n 1994. 
70 Dumke  1944. 
71 Fo g e lso n 1967; Mulla ly a nd  Pe tty 2002; LA Ele c tric  198x; Sa nb o rn Ma p  1906. 
72 Mulla ly a nd  Pe tty 2002; Rive r Sta tio n File s 1876-1920. 



Los Angeles SHP Interpretive Master Plan    August 23, 2006 
 

 33

ro und ho use , a nd  ma inte na nc e  sho p s we re  d isma ntle d  a nd  sho p  a c tivitie s 
mo ve d  to  a  ne w a nd  la rg e r Lo s Ang e le s G e ne ra l Sho p s a c ro ss the  rive r in Linc o ln 
He ig hts.73  
 
Fo r the  ne xt twe nty-five  ye a rs Rive r Sta tio n to o k o n the  ro le  o f ne rve  c e nte r fo r 
So uthe rn Pa c ific ’ s multi-millio n d o lla r fre ig hting  o p e ra tio ns in Lo s Ang e le s. Sta te  
e ng ine e r’ s no te d  a t the  time  tha t “ The  p re se nt fre ig ht b usine ss is the  b a c kb o ne  
o f Lo s Ang e le s c o mme rc e , a nd  up o n it d e p e nd s the  g ro wth a nd  p ro sp e rity o f 
the  c ity.” 74 Lo s Ang e le s’  sud d e n a nd  ma ssive  tra nsfo rma tio n into  a n e c o no mic  
a nd  ind ustria l p o we r lite ra lly p a sse d  thro ug h the  Rive r Sta tio n.  By the  1910s, Rive r 
Sta tio n e mp lo ye d  fo ur to  five  hund re d  wo rke rs o n a ro und -the -c lo c k shifts. The y 
mo ve d  ne a rly 85,000 fre ig ht c a rs a  mo nth thro ug h the  ya rd .75 
 
The  inte nsive  ra ilro a d  a c tivity a lso  ha d  its e ffe c t o n the  na ture  a nd  d e ve lo p me nt 
o f the  a re a  surro und ing  Rive r Sta tio n. The  fo rme r a g ric ultura l a re a s a ro und  Rive r 
Sta tio n q uic kly b e c a me  surro und e d  with ra ilro a d  a nd  o the r ind ustria l a c tivitie s. In 
1885 He rma n Le vi a nd  Ja c o b  Lo e ws p urc ha se d  the  Ca p ito l Mill a nd  e xp a nd e d  it 
into  a  five -sto ry struc ture  with its o wn ra ilro a d  sid ing .  Sta nd a rd  O il b uilt o ne  o f its 
first re fine ry fa c ilitie s o n Auro ra  (no w Ba ke r) Stre e t a d ja c e nt to  the  rive r a nd  the  
ra il ya rd .  The  Ba ke r Iro n Wo rks o n No rth Bro a d wa y, a lo ng  with nume ro us 
fo und rie s, ma nufa c ture rs, a nd  o the r sho p s so o n fo und  p ro ximity to  the  ra il ya rd s 
inva lua b le , filling  the  a re a  e a st o f the  sta tio n with a  mixture  o f ind ustria l p la nts 
a nd  wa re ho use s tha t mixe d  with the  sma ll b ung a lo ws a nd  b o a rd ing  ho use s o f 
the  ra ilro a d  wo rke rs.76  At the  sa me  time  the  C ity’ s ne w wa te r d e p a rtme nt line d  
the  Za nja  Ma dre  with c o nc re te  a nd  b ric k to  imp ro ve  e ffic ie nc y a nd  sa nita ry 
c o nc e rns.  By 1905 the  o ld  za nja  syste m tha t ha d  b e e n the  o rig ina l wa te r so urc e  
fo r the  p ue b lo  ha d  b e e n re p la c e d  with the  ne w syste m, se t to  ha nd le  the  influx 
o f Owe ns Va lle y wa te r fo r the  re g io n.77  
 
By the  turn o f the  twe ntie th c e ntury the  ra p id  g ro wth o f the  fa c ilitie s a nd  
a c tivitie s a t Rive r Sta tio n we re  b ut a  sma ll mic ro c o sm o f wha t wa s ha p p e ning  in 
Lo s Ang e le s. In 1900, Lo s Ang e le s ha d  d o ub le d  its p o p ula tio n o ve r the  p re vio us 
d e c a d e  a nd  wa s no w a  c ity o f o ve r 100,000 re sid e nts.  During  the  ne xt se ve ra l 
d e c a d e s the  e xp o ne ntia l d e mo g ra phic  a nd  e c o no mic  g ro wth o f the  re g io n 
wo uld  b e  unp re c e d e nte d .  Sta rting  with the  G re a t Bo o m o f the  1880s, tho usa nd s 
o f ne w re sid e nts, mo stly fro m the  Mid we st a nd  Ea ste rn Unite d  Sta te s, 
tra nsfo rme d  the  c ity’ s d e mo g ra p hic s into  a n Ang lo -Ame ric a n ma jo rity who  
c a me  to  fulfill the  ne w So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  ve rsio n o f the  Ame ric a n Dre a m. So ld  
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o n ma ss ma rke te d  visio ns o f ye a r-ro und  sunshine  in a n Arc a d ia n p a ra d ise , the se  
ne w re sid e nts q uic kly tra nsfo rme d  the  19th c e ntury villa g e  into  a n urb a n a nd  
sub urb a n me tro p o lis in le ss tha n a  g e ne ra tio n.78  
 
Ec o no mic a lly, the  suc c e ss o f the  ra ilro a d s trig g e re d  a  fina nc ia l b o o n fo r the  
c itrus ind ustry tha t ma d e  it o ne  o f the  mo st p ro fita b le  ind ustrie s in the  c o untry 
a nd  insp ire d  lo c a l a nd  fe d e ra l le a d e rs to  b uild  a  fre e  ha rb o r a t Sa n Pe d ro .  So o n 
a fte r the  lo c a l p e tro le um ind ustry a nd  the  inve ntio n o f the  g a so line -p o we re d  
a uto mo b ile  b ro ug ht a d d e d  ind ustria l mig ht, sub urb a n sp ra wl, a nd  ind ivid ua l 
mo b ility, to  the  re g io n. Lo s Ang e le s b e c a me  a  c e nte r fo r ma nufa c turing  
ho use ho ld  a nd  o the r g o o d s.  By the  1920s the  mo tio n p ic ture  a nd  e nte rta inme nt 
ind ustry wo uld  a lso  se ttle  its b urg e o ning  e c o no mic  a nd  c ultura l fo rc e  o n the  
re g io n.  Thus the  c ity a nd  c o unty’ s c o ntinue d  g ro wth, into  the  millio ns d uring  the  
1920s, so lid ifie d  it a s no t o nly a  na tio na l d e mo g ra p hic  a nd  e c o no mic  p o we r b ut 
a lso  a s a  p urve yo r o f ma ss c ulture .79 
 
The  sud d e nly o ld e r, ind ustria l a re a s, suc h a s Rive r Sta tio n a nd  its surro und ing  
e thnic  a nd  wo rking  c la ss ne ig hb o rho o d s (So no ra to wn, So la no  Ca nyo n, El 
Pue b lo , O ld  China to wn, Linc o ln He ig hts, a nd  the  rive rfro nt), sa w a  d iffe re nt 
ve rsio n o f Lo s Ang e le s’  ind ustria l a nd  e c o no mic  g ro wth.  The  e thnic  Me xic a n, 
Ita lia n, G e rma n, Irish, a nd  Chine se  c o mmunitie s, who  o fte n p ro vid e d  the  
wo rkfo rc e  fo r the  ra ilro a d s a nd  the  ra p id ly g ro wing  ind ustrie s a lo ng  the  rive rfro nt, 
c o ntinue d  to  e xist within the  urb a n ind ustria l la nd sc a p e  o f the  a re a .  In 1908 the  
c ity zo ne d  the se  ne ig hb o rho o d s e a st o f No rth Bro a d wa y within Ind ustria l Distric t 
# 1, a ltho ug h the y still we re  ho me  to  tho usa nd s o f p o o r a nd  wo rking  c la ss 
re sid e nts.  The  id yllic  visio ns o f life  in So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  fo und  o n the  sid e s o f 
c itrus b o xe s, in p ro mo tio na l p a mp hle ts, o r in the  ne w p a lm tre e  line d  sub urb s o f 
the  b urg e o ning  c ity we re  no t the  sa me  e xp e rie nc e s o f tho se  who  we re  no w 
living  in wha t ma ny c o nte mp o ra rie s d e e me d  “ the  wro ng  sid e  o f the  tra c ks.”  80 
 
Rise  o f Me tro p o lita n Lo s Ang e le s a nd De c line  o f Rive r Sta tio n 

 

The  e c o no mic  a nd  ind ustria l g ro wth tha t ha d  b e e n lite ra lly p a sse d  thro ug h a nd  
a ro und  Rive r Sta tio n in the  first q ua rte r o f the  c e ntury ha d  he lp e d  se t the  
fo und a tio n fo r Lo s Ang e le s’  c o ming  o f a g e  a s a  me tro p o lis.   The  e c o no mic  
c lo ut o f the  o il, film, c itrus, ma nufa c turing , ra il a nd  ship p ing  ind ustrie s sud d e nly 
d o mina te d  We st Co a st b usine ss. The  G re a t Bo o m o f the  1920s c e me nte d  Lo s 
Ang e le s a s no t o nly the  ne w e c o no mic  a nd  ind ustria l p o we r b ut a lso  a s a  
p ro mine nt fina nc ia l c e nte r. In a d d itio n, the  ne w mo tio n p ic ture  ind ustry a nd  
sub se q ue nt e nte rta inme nt ma c hine , he lp e d  to  c re a te  a nd  p ro mo te  Lo s Ang e le s 

                                            
78 Mc Willia ms 1946; Fo g e lso n 1967; Sta rr 1985, 1990. 
79 Sta rr 1990; Sitto n a nd  De ve re ll 2001; Bo ttle s 1987. 
80 De ve re ll 2004; Wild  2005; Mo nro y 1999. 
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thro ug ho ut the  wo rld  a s the  la nd  o f the  Ame ric a n, a nd  sub se q ue ntly Ca lifo rnia , 
d re a m life style . 
 
With the  p o p ula tio n g ro wing  e xp o ne ntia lly e a c h d e c a d e , a nd  the  re lia nc e  o n 
the  a uto mo b ile , va st sub urb a n sp ra wl so o n o c c up ie d  tra c ts o f la nd  thro ug ho ut 
the  c ity a nd  c o unty, fo llo wing  the  ne wly-p a ve d  b o ule va rd s, hig hwa ys, a nd  
e ve ntua lly fre e wa ys to  p ro vid e  Ang e le no s with the ir sub urb a n d re a m ho me s.  
Altho ug h the  G re a t De p re ssio n o f the  1930s slo we d  Lo s Ang e le s’  g ro wth ra te , 
the  b o o m o f Wo rld  Wa r II a nd  the  Po st-Wa r p ro ve d  e ve n mo re  p ro sp e ro us tha n 
the  inte r-wa r ye a rs, a d d ing  the  Ae ro sp a c e  Ind ustry to  the  re g io n’ s e c o no mic  
p ro we ss. Po st-wa r Lo s Ang e le s’  g ro wth ra te  ne a re d  50% a nd  fro m the  e nd  o f 
Wo rld  Wa r II thro ug h 1970, mo re  tha n 30 ne w c itie s wo uld  b e  inc o rp o ra te d  a s 4.5 
millio n ne w re sid e nts mig ra te d  into  the  me tro p o lita n re g io n. 81 
 
As Lo s Ang e le s spre a d  o ut a nd  d e c e ntra lize d  so  d id  the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  
Ra ilro a d . The  e xp a nsio n o f fre ig ht tra ffic  wa s suc h tha t in 1925, SP tra nsfe rre d  
sup e rvisio n o f its fre ig ht o p e ra tio ns fro m Rive r Sta tio n to  its ne we r, muc h la rg e r 
fa c ilitie s a t Ta ylo r Ya rd  two  mile s no rth o n the  e a st sid e  o f the  rive r.  Fro m this 
p o int o nwa rd , Rive r Sta tio n b e c a me  a n a d junc t fa c ility to  Ta ylo r Ya rd .  In 1931, 
SP a lso  c o mp le te d  a  ne w d o ub le -tra c k line  a lo ng  the  e a st b a nk o f the  rive r to  
re d uc e  the  a mo unt o f fre ig ht ro ute d  thro ug h d o wnto wn. Altho ug h tra nsfo rme d  
in sta tus, Rive r Sta tio n c o ntinue d  to  b e  a n imp o rta nt fa c ility.  In 1935, it b e c a me  

the  ke y sta tio n fo r SP’ s “ Ove rnig ht”  Co a st Me rc ha ndise  Exp re ss fre ig ht tra ins to  
Sa n Fra nc isc o  a nd  Po rtla nd .  During  a nd  a fte r Wo rld  Wa r II, the  Rive r Sta tio n site  
se rve d  a s a n imp o rta nt e a rly “ inte r-mo d a l”  fa c ility, whe re  ra il a nd  truc k fre ig ht 
inte ra c te d . In 1953, SP initia te d  so me  o f the  first tra ile r-o n-fla t c a r (TOFC ) 
c o nta ine r se rvic e  a t Rive r Sta tio n. By the  1960s, Rive r Sta tio n still se rve d  the  fe w 
re ma ining  ind ustria l c lie nts, a ltho ug h ye a r b y ye a r b usine sse s a nd  fa c to rie s a lso  

                                            
81 Fo g e lso n 1967; Hise  1997; Erie  2004. 
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mo ve d  o ut to  ne we r a nd  la rg e r ind ustria l c o mp le xe s a wa y fro m the  c ity 
c e nte r.82  
 
By the  1970s, the  ra ilro a d  a nd  ind ustria l la nd sc a p e  tha t ha d  d o mina te d  the  Rive r 
Sta tio n a nd  its surro und ing  ne ig hb o rho o d s wa s d e te rio ra ting .  O ld  ind ustria l 
p ro p e rtie s wa s a b a nd o ne d  a nd  c lo se d  up  a nd  the  o nc e  fra ntic  p a c e  o f a c tivity 
slo we d . The  o p e ning  o f ne we r, la rg e r ya rd s a nd  fa c ilitie s thro ug ho ut the  five  
c o unty me tro p o lita n a re a s sig na le d  the  d e mise  o f the  “ d o wnto wn”  Ta ylo r Ya rd  
a nd  Rive r Sta tio n a s ra il fa c ilitie s. Altho ug h So uthe rn Pa c ific  re na me d  Rive r 
Sta tio n the  “ Sp ring  Stre e t Inte rmo d a l Ce nte r”  in 1984, the  fo rma l c lo sure  o f Ta ylo r 
Ya rd  in Se p te mb e r 1985 fo re to ld  the  Rive r Sta tio n’ s fa te . On Oc to b e r 1, 1992, 
So uthe rn Pa c ific  e nd e d  fo rma l ra il a c tivitie s a nd  c lo se d  the  p ro p e rty tha t ha d  
b ro ug ht the m to  So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia , a nd  ha d  o nc e  b e e n the  hub  o f e a rly 
ind ustria l Lo s Ang e le s.83 
 
 
Prima ry The me : Environme nta l Justic e  

Subthe me  A: Wa te r 

Wate r has p la ye d a n inte g ra l ro le  in the  g ro wth o f Lo s Ang e le s fro m the  Spa nish 

p e rio d to  the  p re se nt. 

 
Ba c kg ro und  Info rma tio n 
On Aug ust 2, 1769, the  G a sp a r d e  Po rto lá  Exp e d itio n a rrive d  a t the  rive r a nd  
va lle y tha t the y wo uld  na me  in ho no r o f the  fe stiva l d a y o f Nue stra  Se ño ra  de  

lo s Ang e le s de  la  Po rc iunc ula  (Our La d y o f the  Ang e ls o f Po rc iunc ula ), whic h 
the y c e le b ra te d  the  d a y p rio r.  This d e sc rip tio n fro m Fr. Jua n Cre sp i o f the  rive r 
a nd  va lle y c o me s fro m his o rig ina l d ia rie s: 
 

This rive r flo ws o n d o wn ne a rly a t g ro und  le ve l thro ug h a  ve ry g re e n, lush, 
wid e -re a c hing  va lle y o f le ve l so il so me  le a g ue s in e xte nt fro m no rth to  
so uth; …whic h runs c o ntinua lly o nwa rd  with a  g re a t a mo unt o f tre e s, lie  
ve ry la rg e , ve ry g re e n b o tto mla nd s, lo o king  fro m a fa r like  no thing  so  
muc h a s la rg e  c o rnfie ld s… to  my mind  this sp o t c a n b e  g ive n the  
p re fe re nc e  in e ve rything , in so il, wa te r, a nd  tre e s, fo r the  p urp o se  o f 
b e c o ming  in time  a  ve ry la rg e  p le nte o us missio n… a nd  so  we  ha ve  
p ro c la ime d  it The  Rive r a nd  Va lle y o f Nue stra  Se no ra  de  lo s Ang e le s de  la  

Po rc iunc ula .84  

                                            
82 Mulla ly a nd  Pe tty 2002. 
83 Mulla ly a nd  Pe tty 2002; Ce nza tti e t a l. 2000. 
84 Cre spÍ 2001:337-339. 
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Pub lic  Distrib utio n o f Wa te r: Za nja  Ma dre  

 

The  imp o rta nc e  o f the  rive r in the  siting , d e ve lo p me nt, a nd  e a rly suc c e ss o f the  
p ue b lo  o f Lo s Ang e le s is re la te d  in the  p re vio us b a c kg ro und  se c tio ns. 
Sp e c ific a lly the  Za nja  Ma dre  a nd  irrig a tio n syste m tha t c o nne c te d  the  rive r to  
the  p la za  tra ve le d  thro ug h the  lo ts o f the  future  p a rk p ro p e rty.  The  Za nja  

Ma dre , o r ma in d itc h, e nte re d  the  no rth e nd  o f the  c urre nt Pa rk p ro p e rty a nd  
wa s c ut a lo ng  the  hig h b a nk tha t is no w se p a ra te d  fro m the  Pa rk b y the  MTA 
lig ht ra il line . This lo c a tio n’ s hig he r e le va tio n fro m the  b o tto m la nd s to  the  e a st 
a nd  so uth o f the  p la za  he lp e d  p ro p e l the  wa te r thro ug h the  syste m.    The  za nja  
syste m wa s the  first, a nd  mo st suc c e ssful a nd  e sse ntia l, p ub lic  wo rks p ro je c t fo r 
the  ne w pue b lo .85 This c o nne c tio n to  the  rive r a nd  its sub se q ue nt d istrib utio n 
syste m he lp e d  ma ke  the  fle d g ling  fro ntie r se ttle me nt a n a g ric ultura l suc c e ss, 
whe n ma ny o the rs in Alta  Ca lifo rnia  strug g le d . It a lso  se rve d  a s a n imp o rta nt 
symb o l fo r the  c o mmunity, suc h a s its re g ula r use  in the  a nnua l Ba ño s de  La s 

Virg e ne s (Ba th o f the  Virg ins) 
c e re mo ny (it is b e lie ve d  tha t the  
e a rly na me  o f No rth Bro a d wa y a s 
Ba th Stre e t wa s linke d  to  this 
a sso c ia tio n).86   
 
The  a re a ’ s a sso c ia tio n with wa te r 
wa s furthe r e nha nc e d  a fte r the  
Flo o d  o f 1815.  Fro m tha t e ve nt until 
a no the r flo o d  in 1827 the  ma in 
c ha nne l o f the  rive r ha d  shifte d  to  
a lo ng  the  ro ute  o f to d a y’ s Sp ring  
Stre e t.  Pue b lo  re sid e nts we re  
fo rc e d  to  mo ve  the  o rig ina l p la za  
to  its c urre nt lo c a tio n.  In the  1820s 
the  wa te r ta b le  ha d  sa tura te d  the  
a re a  a lo ng  to d a y’ s “ Sp ring  Stre e t”  
d ue  to  sp ring s, kno wn a s the  “Avila  
Sp ring s,”  flo wing  in the  vic inity o f 

whe re  Co lle g e  Stre e t no w me e ts Ala me d a  Stre e t .87 
 
Afte r the  e sta b lishme nt o f the  pue b lo  a nd  the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  Za nja  Ma dre  
o n its we ste rn b o und a ry, the  future  p a rk p ro p e rty’ s fo c us d uring  the  Spa nish a nd  
Me xic a n Re p ub lic  p e rio d s c o ntinue d  to  b e  a sso c ia te d  with a g ric ulture  a nd  
a d d itio na l a tte mp ts to  se c ure  a nd  d istrib ute  a  c o nsiste nt wa te r sup p ly.   During  
the  1850s a nd  1860s the  za nja  syste m, a ltho ug h sc o rne d  b y the  Ame ric a ns a s 
                                            
85 Ord  Ma p  1849; Mo o re  Ma p  1868. 
86 G ump re c ht 1999; De ve re ll 2004; Dillo n 1994. 
87 G ump re c t 1999; Estra da  2003 



Los Angeles SHP Interpretive Master Plan    August 23, 2006 
 

 38

a ntiq ua te d  a nd  unhe a lthy, wa s e xpa nd e d  a nd  a  c ity p o sitio n o f Za nje ro  
(d itc hma n) c re a te d  to  o ve rse e  the  syste m.88   
 
Priva te  Distrib utio n o f Wa te r: Wate r Whe e ls 

 

In a d d itio n to  the  p ub lic  wa te r d istrib utio n syste m, p riva te  wa te r c o mp a nie s 
we re  fo rme d .  One  o f the  first wa s Willia m Dryd e n’ s p urc ha se  o f the  o ld  Avila  
Sp ring s. Dryd e n fo rme d  the  Lo s Ang e le s Wa te r Wo rks Co mp a ny a nd  in 1858 
e re c te d  a  40-fo o t wa te r whe e l a lo ng  the  Za nja  Ma dre , a s we ll a s a  b ric k 
re se rvo ir in the  p la za .  A p ho to g ra p h a nd  se ve ra l ma p s o f the  1858 wa te r whe e l 
a p p e a rs to  lo c a te  it a lo ng  the  b luff to  the  we st o f the  p a rk p ro p e rty no rth o f 
Bisho p s Ro a d ’ s inte rse c tio n with No rth Bro a d wa y. The  whe e l lifte d  wa te r fro m the  
Za nja  Ma dre , to  the  b luff a lo ng  Bro a d wa y whe re  it ra n in wo o d e n p ip e s, d o wn 
to  the  re se rvo ir a t the  p la za .  Sto rms a nd  flo o d s d uring  the  he a vy winte r o f 1861 
re p o rte d ly d e stro ye d  the  wa te r whe e l, a s we ll a s the  d a m a nd  inta ke  fo r the  
Za nja  Ma dre , e nd ing  Dryd e n’ s syste m. Ano the r wa te r whe e l a nd  d a m wo uld  b e  
e re c te d  just no rth o f the  p a rk p ro p e rty a lo ng  the  rive r in 1865 b y Je a n Lo uis 
Sa inse va in, ne p he w o f p io ne e ring  Fre nc h vintne r Je a n Lo uis Vig ne s. This whe e l 
lifte d  wa te r to  No rth Bro a d wa y a nd  
sto re d  it in a  re se rvo ir ne xt to  the  
Ro ma n Ca tho lic  c e me te ry (no w site  
o f the  c a tho lic  hig h sc ho o l). This wa te r 
whe e l wo uld  b e  d a ma g e d  in the  
Flo o d s o f 1867 a nd  ma d e  o b so le te  in 
1870 with the  c o mp le tio n o f a  ne w 
rive r inta ke  a nd  re se rvo ir furthe r 
up stre a m.89 
 
De a th o f a  Rive r 

 

The  ma ssive  ind ustria l d e ve lo p me nt o f 
the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  ya rd s a t Rive r Sta tio n a nd  the  surro und ing  a re a s 
so o n c ha ng e d  the  re la tio nship  o f g ro wing  Lo s Ang e le s to  the  rive r.  As ma ny 
re c e nt histo ria ns ha ve  e xp la ine d , this wa s linke d  to  c o nc e rns tha t c ivic  a nd  
b usine ss le a d e rs o f the  e a rly 20th c e ntury ha d  fo r the  a re a ’ s mo st unpre d ic ta b le  
a nd  d e struc tive  re sid e nt—the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r. Fo r the  19th c e ntury c o mmunity, 
the  re g ula r a nd  d e struc tive  flo o d ing  e p iso d e s o f the  rive r we re  the  p ric e  p a id  fo r 
its sup p lying  the  sma ll fro ntie r c o mmunity with a  ste a d y wa te r so urc e  in the  a rid  
re g io n.  Ye t, a fte r the  ra ilro a d  c o mp a nie s’  ma jo r c a p ito l impro ve me nts – b rid g e s 
a nd  mile s o f tra c k – we re  re g ula rly wa she d  o ut d uring  the  ma jo r flo o d  ye a rs o f 
1883-84, 1885-86, a nd  1889, the  rive r b e c a me  a n e ne my o f the  c ity’ s e c o no mic  
future . Whe n the  Flo o d s o f 1913-14 a nd  1916 c a use d  d a ma g e  in the  millio ns o f 
                                            
88 G ump re c ht 1999; Ae sc hb a c he r 2000. 
89 Mo o re  Ma p  1868; Dillo n 1994; G ump re c ht 1999; Ae sc hb a c he r 2000. 
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d o lla rs to  no t o nly ra ilro a d  p ro p e rty b ut a lso  ind ustria l a nd  re sid e ntia l a re a s tha t 
no w c ro wd e d  the  rive r in numb e rs no t se e n p re vio usly, the  C ity Eng ine e ring  
De p a rtme nt b e g a n ma jo r p la ns fo r insta lling  flo o d  c o ntro l me a sure s o n the  
rive r.90  
 
The  “ p ro b le m” with the  rive r ho we ve r, a lso  trig g e re d  so me  e a rly a tte mp ts a t 
d e a ling  with the  p hysic a l, so c ia l, e c o no mic , a nd  a e sthe tic  issue s a sso c ia te d  
with its ta ming . As e a rly a s 1907, Pro g re ssive  e ra  so c ia l re fo rme r Re v. Da na  
Ba rtle tt ha d  c a lle d  fo r a  “ C ity Be a utiful”  p la n tha t wo uld  ha ve  b uilt a  se rie s o f 
d e c o ra tive  b rid g e s o ve r the  rive r.   Ra ilro a d s a nd  ro a d wa ys wo uld  tra ve l a lo ng  a  
re c la ime d  p a rk-like  e sp la na d e  p a ra lle ling  the  rive r tha t c o uld  b e  p la nte d  to  
hid e  a d ja c e nt ind ustria l b uild ing s a nd  wa re ho use s.  C ity Be a utiful p la nning  
e xp e rt Cha rle s Mulfo rd  Ro b inso n fo llo we d  with a  re p o rt c a lling  fo r a  p a rkwa y 
syste m tha t ra d ia te d  o ut fro m the  c ity c e nte r.  Busine ssma n a nd  c ivic  le a d e r 
Jo se p h Me sme r fo llo we d  Ba rtle tt a nd  Ro b inso n’ s p la ns with his o wn c o nc e p t a  
fe w ye a rs la te r.  Me sme r’ s p la n ha d  simila r g o a ls b ut a  d iffe re nt a e sthe tic , 
c a lling  fo r the  c o nc re ting  o f the  c ha nne l to  c re a te  mile s o f p a ra p e t wa lkwa ys 
with b e a utifully la nd sc a p e d  p a rk la nd s a d ja c e nt to  the  rive r ye t c o nc re te d  to  
p ro vid e  so me  se mb la nc e  o f flo o d  c o ntro l.91   
 
The  la st a nd  mo st no ta b le  o f the  la nd sc a p e  a rc hite c ts we re  Fre d e ric k La w 
Olmste a d  Jr. a nd  Ha rla nd  Ba rtho lo me w a nd  the ir p la n d e ve lo p e d  in 1930.  
Altho ug h Olmste a d , so n o f the  fa me d  p a rk b uild e r a nd  d e sig ne r o f Ce ntra l Pa rk, 
a nd  Ba rtho lo me w, d e sig ne r o f We stwo o d  Villa g e , ha d  g re a t c re d e ntia ls, the ir 
p la n fo r mile s o f rive rfro nt pa rkwa ys d id  no t insp ire  C ity b usine ss a nd  p o litic a l 
le a d e rs to  c o me  fo rwa rd  with the  fund s o r the  le a d e rship  to  imp le me nt it.92  
 
Whe n the  d e va sta ting  Flo o d  o f 1934, whic h kille d  d o ze ns o f p o o r p e o p le  living  in 
the  “ Fro g to wn”  ne ig hb o rho o d  a lo ng  the  rive r, a nd  the  la rg e r Flo o d  o f 1938 kille d  
ne a rly o ne  hund re d  a nd  d e stro ye d  millio ns in pro p e rty, the  urg e nc y fo r flo o d  
c o ntro l c ha ng e d .  Limite d  to  a  sc o p e  o f De p re ssio n Era  b ud g e ts a nd  e xp e nsive  
a nd  time  c o nsuming  a c q uisitio n o f la nd s a d ja c e nt to  the  rive r, the  Army Co rp s 
o f Eng ine e rs mo ve d  fo rwa rd  with a  g o a l o f c o ntro lling  flo o d s – no t c re a ting  
p a rks.  Arme d  with $70 millio n, the  Army Co rp s wa s se t lo o se  a nd  within a  fe w 
ye a rs ha d  wid e ne d  a nd  d e e p e ne d  mo st o f the  Rive r into  a  c o nc re te  flo o d  
c o ntro l c ha nne l.  With little  o r no  a e sthe tic  va lue , the  “ne w c o nc re te  rive r”  o f 
the  e ng ine e rs d id  c o ntro l d e struc tive  flo o d ing , b ut a lso , a s ma ny c ritic s, sc ho la rs, 
a nd  no w histo ria ns ha ve  no te d , c re a te d  a  p hysic a l a nd  symb o lic  d ivid ing  line  
b e twe e n the  ind ustria l la nd sc a p e  o f Lo s Ang e le s a nd  so me  o f its mo st 
d ise nfra nc hise d  re sid e nts a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d s.93  

                                            
90 G ump re c ht 1999; De ve re ll 2004; Orsi 2004. 
91 G ump re c ht 1999; De ve re ll 2004. 
92 Hise  a nd  De ve re ll 2000. 
93 G ump re c ht 1999; De ve re ll 2004; Orsi 2004. 



Los Angeles SHP Interpretive Master Plan    August 23, 2006 
 

 40

At the  turn o f the  20th c e ntury, the  Lo s Ang e le s re g io n e xp e rie nc e d  se ve ra l 
d e va sta ting  flo o d s tha t c a use d  e no rmo us a mo unts o f p ro p e rty d a ma g e  a nd  
sig nific a nt lo ss o f huma n life .  To  ‘ c o ntro l’  the  rive r, the  Army Co rp s o f Eng ine e rs 
b e g a n to  c ha nne lize  the  52-mile  stre tc h o f the  ma in c ha nne l a nd  the  rive r’ s 
ma jo r trib uta rie s. To d a y, o ve r 95% o f the  re g io n’ s histo ric  we tla nd s ha ve  b e e n 
d e stro ye d .94 

 
Sa ving  the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r 

 
Whe n in the  1990s the  So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d , a nd  its ne w o wne rs, the  Unio n 
Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d , lo o ke d  to  d ive st itse lf o f the  Rive r Sta tio n p ro p e rty, the  
c o mmunity a nd  o the r inte re ste d  p a rtie s, to o k a d va nta g e  o f the  o p p o rtunity a nd  
the  c ha ng e s in lo c a l g o ve rnme nt e mp o we rme nt to  a d d re ss the ir ne e d s a nd  
c o nc e rns. By the  la te  1990s, the  c ivic  la nd sc a p e  ha d  c ha ng e d  fro m the  d a ys 
whe n g o ve rnme nt, c ivic , a nd  b usine ss le a d e rs re mo ve d  who le  c o mmunitie s with 
little  o r no  vo ic e  fro m tho se  d ire c tly a ffe c te d . 
 
The  Enviro nme nta l Mo ve me nt o f the  1950s a nd  1960s ha d  ha d  a  g re a t e ffe c t o n 
the  ro le  o f c itize ns a nd  c o mmunitie s in la nd  use  p la nning  a nd  d e ve lo p me nt. In 
Ca lifo rnia , p a ssa g e  o f la ws suc h a s the  Ca lifo rnia  Enviro nme nta l Qua lity Ac t 
(CEQA) in 1970 no w re q uire d  p ub lic  inp ut to  b e  c o nsid e re d  d uring  d e ve lo p me nt 
p ro je c ts. The  mo ve me nt a lso  b ro ug ht the  issue s o f e nviro nme nta l he a lth, c le a n 
wa te r, a nd  p ub lic  o p e n sp a c e  a nd  p a rkla nd s into  the  ma instre a m.  By the  
1990s, the  p ub lic  inp ut p ro c e ss ha d  ma ture d  in o rd e r to  p ro vid e  “ e nviro nme nta l 
justic e ”  sup p o rt fo r und e rre p re se nte d  a nd  d ise nfra nc hise d  ind ivid ua ls a nd  
c o mmunitie s. The  o p e ning  o f a  vo ic e  fo r c ivic  d ia lo g ue  to  the se  p e o p le  a nd  
c o mmunitie s a lso  he lp e d  ig nite  the  p o litic a l e mp o we rme nt o f lo c a l 
ne ig hb o rho o d  c o unc ils a nd  c o mmunity g ro up s in wha t is b e c o ming  kno wn to  
p la nne rs a nd  urb a n sc ho la rs a s the  “ Quie t Re vo lutio n.”  95 
 
In Lo s Ang e le s, whic h ha d  e xp e rie nc e d  unp re c e d e nte d  urb a n d e ve lo p me nt 
a nd  sp ra wl, o ne  o f the  e nviro nme nta l issue s tha t c a ug ht the  a tte ntio n o f ma ny 
Ang e le no s d uring  this p e rio d  wa s the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r.  Le a d ing  the  fig ht fo r the  
rive r wa s the  g ra ssro o ts o rg a niza tio n, Frie nd s o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r (Fo LAR). 
Fo rme d  in 1986, this no n-p ro fit g ro up  o f c o nc e rne d  c itize ns wo rke d  to  ra lly 
sup p o rt fo r the  re c la ma tio n a nd  re sto ra tio n o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r a nd  its 
surro und ing  ne ig hb o rho o d s “ thro ug h inc lusive  p la nning , e d uc a tio n, a nd  wise  
ste wa rd ship .”  Sta rting  in 1991, Fo LAR, jo ine d  b y sc ho la rs, d e sig n p ro fe ssio na ls, 
c itize ns, a nd  p o litic ia ns, fo c use d  e ffo rts to wa rd  the  c lo se d  ra il ya rd s a t Ta ylo r 
Ya rd  a nd  Rive r Sta tio n in furthe ring  rive r re sto ra tio n p la ns a nd  sub se q ue nt 
ne ig hb o rho o d  re vita liza tio n. 96  
                                            
94 Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Co a sta l Co nse rva nc y 2000; Orsi 2004. 
95 Pinc e tl 1999; G ump re c t 1999; Ce nza tti e t a l 2000; Mo na ha n 2003; Orsi 2004; Pitt 2000. 
96 G ump re c ht 1999; Ce nza tti e t a l. 2000. 
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In 1998, in a  jo int p la nning  e ffo rt with USC Sc ho o l o f Arc hite c ture , Fo LAR 
o rg a nize d  fo ur p la nning  se ssio ns in the  surro und ing  ne ig hb o rho o d s. The se  
se ssio ns sp a wne d  the  “ Rive r Thro ug h Do wnto wn”  Co nfe re nc e  tha t g a the re d  
e le c te d  o ffic ia ls, c o mmunity me mb e rs a nd  a c tivists, d e sig n p ro fe ssio na ls, a nd  
e nviro nme nta l g ro up s. Fro m this, Fo LAR c re a te d  a  d e sig n fo r the  p ro p e rty tha t 
wo uld  ha ve  inc lud e d  mixe d -use  ho using , c o mme rc ia l a nd  re ta il sp a c e , p a rk, 
re c re a tio n, a nd  o p e n sp a c e , a  sc ho o l, a nd  a  “ c a na l”  to  re p re se nt a nd  inte rp re t 
the  histo ric  Za nja  Ma dre .97 Fo LAR’ s a b ility to  b ring  the se  d ive rse  g ro up s to g e the r 
re sulte d  in the  p a rtne ring  o f c o mmunity a nd  b usine ss g ro up s in a nd  a ro und  
China to wn a nd  the  site  in a n e ffo rt to  re c o nne c t the  surro und ing  c o mmunitie s 
a nd  the  site  to  the  rive r.   
 
In 2001, Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks sp o nso re d  a  fe a sib ility stud y to  c o nsid e r the  
sig nific a nc e  o f the  p ro p e rty a nd  its p o ssib ilitie s fo r b e c o ming  a  sta te  p a rk. Whe n 
Sta te  Pa rk’ s fe a sib ility stud y id e ntifie d  the  p ro p e rty’ s p o te ntia l fo r c o ntrib uting  to  
a  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r p a rkwa y a nd  its p o te ntia l histo ric a l sig nific a nc e  to  the  
g re a te r sto ry o f the  C ity a nd  its p e o p le , Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pro p o sitio n 12 Pa rk Bo nd  
Fund s we re  use d  to  p urc ha se  the  p ro p e rty fo r Sta te  Pa rks.98 
 
Co nc urre ntly, in re sp o nse  to  the  e ffo rts, ne e d s, a nd  d e ma nd s o f the  China to wn 
Ya rd  Allia nc e  a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d  re sid e nts, lo c a l a nd  sta te  p o litic ia ns 
e sta b lishe d  a  ma nd a te d  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  to  e nsure  p ub lic  inp ut to  
a  visio n fo r the  ne w sta te  p a rk. The  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  c o mp le te d  the ir re p o rt 
in Sp ring  2003.99 The  p ub lic  inp ut a nd  p a rks p la nning  p ro c e ss c o ntinue d , re sulting  
in the  Sta te  Pa rks Co mmissio n’ s a p p ro va l o f the  c la ssific a tio n a nd  na ming  o f the  
p ro p e rty a s Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk in June  2005.  In a d d itio n, Sta te  Pa rks 
q uic kly o b ta ine d  c a p ito l o utla y fund s fo r inte rim pub lic  use  (IPU) imp ro ve me nts 
a t the  site .  The se  p la ns a lso  re c e ive d  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  a nd  p ub lic  re vie w 
a nd  fa c ilitie s sho uld  b e  a va ila b le  fo r p ub lic  use  in Summe r 2006. 
 

 

Prima ry The me : Environme nta l Justic e  

Subthe me  B: Environme nta l Ac tions 
By the ir a c tio ns, p e o p le  ha ve  a ffe c te d Lo s Ang e le s b a sin’ s e nviro nme nt, 

imp a c ting  the  he a lth o f na tura l syste ms a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 
Ove rvie w 
The  Pa rk is a  la b o ra to ry tha t e na b le s the  stud y o f the  c ho ic e s huma ns ha ve  
ma d e  a nd  the ir c o nse q ue nt imp a c ts o n the  e nviro nme nt. 
 

                                            
97 G ump re c ht 1999; Ce nza tti e t a l. 2000. 
98 Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk G e ne ra l Pla n 2005. 
99 Co rnfie ld  Sta te  Pa rk Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  2003; Flo re s a nd  G a rc ia  2005 
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Ba c kg ro und  Info rma tio n 
Huma n Imp a c ts o n the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r Wa te rshe d 

 

Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk lie s a d ja c e nt to  the  histo ric  flo o d p la in o f the  Lo s 
Ang e le s Rive r. The  52-mile  rive r o nc e  me a nd e re d  fre e ly o ve r the  c o a sta l p la in, 
thro ug h b ro a d  va lle ys sha d e d  b y syc a mo re , c o tto nwo o d , a nd  a ld e r 
inte rsp e rse d  with ma rshe s, p o nd s, la ke s, a nd  imp e ne tra b le  thic ke ts o f willo w a nd  
wild  g ra pe .100 The  wa te rshe d  ha d  a  va st syste m o f fre shwa te r a nd  b ra c kish 
we tla nd  ha b ita ts, rip a ria n wo o d la nd s, a nd  c o a sta l d une s.101 The  p e o p le , who  
a re  no w c a lle d  To ng va / G a b rie le no , live d  in a t le a st 40 p e rma ne nt villa g e s within 
the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r Wa te rshe d  ta king  a d va nta g e  o f the  a b und a nt we tla nd s 
a nd  ripa ria n a re a s tha t p ro vid e d  g a me , se a fo o d , a nd  a  va rie ty o f se e d s, fruit, 
a nd  ro o t ve g e ta b le s fo r the ir suste na nc e . 102  
 
In 1769, the  Sp a nish e xp e d itio n a rrive d  in se a rc h o f suita b le  lo c a tio ns fo r missio n, 
milita ry, a nd  c ivilia n se ttle me nts.  Attra c te d  b y the  a mp le  wa te r sup p ly a nd  
fe rtile  so il o f the  re g io n a lo ng  the  ne wly na me d  Rio  d e  Po rc iunc ula , the  Po rto la  
e xp e d itio n re c o mme nd e d  e sta b lishme nt o f a  c ivil se ttle me nt a lo ng  the  rive r. 
Sp a nish Co lo nia l a utho ritie s e sta b lishe d  El Pue b lo  d e  la  Re ina  d e  Lo s Ang e le s in 
1781, with its ma in p la za  no t fa r fro m the  lo c a tio n o f Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  
Pa rk.  The  e sta b lishme nt o f the  Sp a nish Co lo nia l institutio ns (Missio n Sa n Ga b rie l 
in 1771 a nd  El p ue b lo  d e  Lo s Ang e le s in 1781) in the  re g io n ha d  a  p ro fo und  
e ffe c t o n the  re g io n’ s we tla nd s a nd  na tive  ha b ita t. The  e a rly Sp a nish a nd  
Me xic a n se ttle rs b uilt d a ms a nd  d ug  c a na ls, kno wn a s za nja s, to  d ive rt wa te r 
fro m the  ma in c ha nne l o f the  rive r to  irrig a te  fie ld s a nd  sup p ly the  c o mmunity 
with d o me stic  wa te r. The  syste m d ra ine d  ma rshe s a nd  rip a ria n fo re sts 
thro ug ho ut the  wa te rshe d , a nd  o ve rc ultiva tio n o f the  la nd  e ro d e d  the  ric h 
flo o d p la in a lluvium, re d uc ing  muc h o f the  c o a sta l p la in to  b a rre n wa sh a nd  
g ra ve l.103  
 
The  e xp lo sive  g ro wth o f Lo s Ang e le s a t the  turn o f the  20th c e ntury a lso  p ut a n 
e no rmo us stra in o n a n a lre a d y o ve rta xe d  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r wa te rshe d .  
Thro ug ho ut the  re g io n, wa te r wa s sip ho ne d  fro m the  rive r a nd  g ro und wa te r fo r 
a g ric ulture  a nd  munic ipa l use . The  c o nstruc tio n o f the  Owe ns Va lle y Aq ue d uc t 
in 1913 re invig o ra te d  the  re g io n with a  p le ntiful sup p ly o f wa te r b ut a lso  se a le d  
the  fa te  o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r. The  rive r ha d  b e e n re d uc e d  in so me  a re a s to  a  
se wa g e  d ra in b y the  ind ustrie s tha t line d  its b a nks.104  
 

                                            
100 Jo sse lyn 1994. 
101 G a rre tt 1993. 
102 Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Co a sta l Co nse rva nc y 2000.   
103 Jo sse lyn a nd  Cha mb e rla in 1993.   
104 G ump re c ht 1999; Orsi 2004.   
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With the  c ity no  lo ng e r d e p e nd e nt o n the  rive r fo r wa te r, the re  wa s no  ne e d  fo r 
re sid e nts a nd  b usine sse s to  b e  c lo se ly lo c a te d  ne a r the  rive r.  De ve lo p me nt 
e xp a nd e d  o utwa rd  fro m the  rive r’ s b a nks o nto  the  c o a sta l flo o d p la in.  Prio r to  
d e ve lo p me nt, the  va lle y flo o rs ha d  se rve d  a s imme nse  se ttling  b a sins fo r the  
infre q ue nt b ut c o p io us a mo unts o f ra infa ll fro m winte r sto rms. No w, la rg e  a re a s 
we re  p a ve d  o ve r fo r ind ustry a nd  re sid e ntia l c o mmunitie s, sub sta ntia lly re d uc ing  
the  a mo unt o f p e rme a b le  la nd  a nd  p utting  mo re  huma ns a nd  ind ustry in the  
p a th o f the  unp re d ic ta b le  a nd  d e struc tive  rive r flo o d s.105  
 

Lo s Ang e le s is a  b io dive rsity a nd e nda ng e re d sp e c ie s “ho t sp o t”  

 

De sp ite  ra mp a nt urb a niza tio n, Lo s Ang e le s is still surro und e d  b y sig nific a nt tra c ts 
o f o p e n sp a c e . The re  a re  fe w p la c e s in the  c o untry tha t a re  a s ric h a nd  d ive rse  
in ha b ita t a nd  p la nt a nd  a nima l c o mmunitie s.106 In p a rtic ula r, the  Lo s Ang e le s 
Rive r a nd  its trib uta rie s c o ntinue  to  ha rb o r a  ric h b io ta  in its so ft-b o tto me d  a nd  
c ha nne lize d  se c tio ns. The  Aud ub o n So c ie ty ha s d o c ume nte d  o ve r 200 b ird  
sp e c ie s tha t use  the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r fo r fo ra g ing , ne sting  o r a s a  sto p o ve r o n 
the  Pa c ific  Flywa y mig ra to ry p a th.107  Iro nic a lly, the  c la sh o f d e ve lo pme nt with 
Lo s Ang e le s’  ric h b io d ive rsity ha s a lso  ma d e  the  re g io n the  e nd a ng e re d  sp e c ie s 
“ ho tsp o t”  o f the  c o ntine nta l Unite d  Sta te s.108    
 
Turning  a  Bro wnfie ld into  a  Gre e nfie ld 

 

Bro wnfie ld s a re  ind ustria l p ro p e rtie s tha t ra ng e  fro m o ld  g a s sta tio ns a nd  
a b a nd o ne d  rura l d ump s, to  urb a n p e tro c he mic a l c o mp le xe s a nd  a b a nd o ne d  
ra ilya rd s.  The  e xp a nsio n, re d e ve lo p me nt, o r re use  o f the se  p ro p e rtie s ma y b e  
c o mp lic a te d  b y the  p re se nc e  o r p o te ntia l p re se nc e  o f a  ha za rd o us sub sta nc e , 
p o lluta nt, o r c o nta mina nt. It is e stima te d  tha t the re  a re  b e twe e n 450,000-
600,000 b ro wnfie ld s in the  Unite d  Sta te s.  Fue le d  b y the  e nviro nme nta l justic e  
mo ve me nt a nd  the  ne e d  to  p ro vid e  inne r c ity c o mmunitie s with muc h-ne e d e d  
o p e n sp a c e  a nd  the  a d o p tio n o f “ sma rt g ro wth”  p o lic ie s tha t se e k to  limit urb a n 
sp ra wl, the  c o nve rsio n o f b ro wnfie ld s into  g re e nfie ld s b e c a me  mo re  ra the r 
c o mmo np la c e  in o ur c itie s.109 
 
The  c o nve rsio n o f the  a b a nd o ne d  So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  ya rd  into  Lo s 
Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is a  o nc e -in-a -c e ntury o p p o rtunity to  c re a te  a  p a rk in 
o ne  o f the  mo st p a rk-p o o r c o mmunitie s in Lo s Ang e le s.  LASHP will a lso  se rve  a s 
a  c a ta lyst fo r the  lo ng -te rm visio n o f a  Lo s Ang e le s G re e nwa y a lo ng  the  
ma lig ne d  a nd  ne g le c te d  51-mile  c o rrid o r o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r.  

                                            
105 Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Co a sta l Co nse rva nc y 2000; G ump re c ht 1999; Orsi 2004 
106 C la rke  a nd  Fishe r 1997. 
107 G a rre tt 1993. 
108 Wo lc h, Pa sto r, a nd  Dre ie r 2004. 
109 Trust fo r Pub lic  La nd ; Enviro nme nta l Justic e  b o o k 2005. 
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Se c onda ry The me : Re c re a tion 

Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk p ro vide s a  uniq ue  p la c e  fo r re fle c tio n, re la xa tio n, 

re c re a tio n, re juve na tio n, a nd insp ira tio n. 

 
Ove rvie w 
Fro m va st a re a s o f o p e n sp a c e  to  sma lle r p o c ke ts o f intima te  sp a c e , re c re a tio n 
in the  Pa rk c a n re p re se nt a n e xp re ssio n o f – a nd  c o nne c tio n to  – c ultura l id e ntity 
a nd  he rita g e . Pub lic  sp a c e s suc h a s p a rks ha ve  p ro vid e d  g e ne ra tio ns o f 
Ang e lino s with a n o p p o rtunity to  e njo y the  o utd o o rs while  ma inta ining  fa mily 
a nd  c o mmunity tra d itio ns.  
 
Ba c kg ro und  Info rma tio n 
Re c re a tio n a s a  Windo w to  LA’ s La nd Use  Pa st 

 

Ang e lino s’  ne e d  fo r re c re a tio na l o p e n sp a c e  ha s b e e n c o nsta nt, e ve r sinc e  the  
b e g inning  o f Lo s Ang e le s’  urb a niza tio n. Fo r the  ne ig hb o rho o d s surro und ing  Lo s 
Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk a nd  the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r, a  histo ric a l le g a c y o f 
unfulfille d  visio ns a nd  o p p o rtunitie s e xists.   
 
Fro m the  e a rly 20th c e ntury a  numb e r o f visio na ry p la ns c e nte re d  a ro und  
p ro vid ing  re c re a tio na l o p p o rtunitie s a lo ng  the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r. As no te d  
e a rlie r, Pro g re ssive  e ra  so c ia l re fo rme r Re v. Da na  Ba rtle tt, “ C ity Be a utiful”  
p la nning  e xp e rt Cha rle s Mulfo rd  Ro b inso n, a nd  b usine ssma n a nd  c ivic  le a d e r 
Jo se p h Me sme r a ll ha d  unfulfille d  p la ns fo r b e a utifully la nd sc a p e d  p a rk la nd s 
a d ja c e nt to  the  rive r in the  first fe w d e c a d e s o f the  la st c e ntury.110  
 
The  mo st no ta b le , b ut a lso  unfulfille d  p la ns fo r a d d ing  o p e n sp a c e  a nd  p a rks to  
the  ra p id ly urb a nizing  re g io n wa s fro m fa me d  la nd sc a p e  a rc hite c ts Fre d e ric k 
La w Olmste a d  Jr. a nd  Ha rla nd  Ba rtho lo me w. Altho ug h Olmste a d , so n o f the  
fa me d  p a rk b uild e r a nd  o rig ina l p la nne r o f the  Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rk Syste m, a nd  
Ba rtho lo me w, d e sig ne r o f We stwo o d  Villa g e , ha d  g re a t c re d e ntia ls, the ir p la n 
fo r mile s o f rive rfro nt p a rkwa ys d id  no t insp ire  C ity b usine ss a nd  p o litic a l le a d e rs 
to  c o me  fo rwa rd  with the  fund s o r le a d e rship  to  imp le me nt.111  
 
The re fo re  e ng ine e rs mo ve d  fo rwa rd  with a  g o a l o f c o ntro lling  flo o d s--no t 
c re a ting  p a rks.  Arme d  with $70 millio n the  Army Co rp s wa s se t lo o se  a nd  within 
a  fe w ye a rs ha d  wid e ne d  a nd  d e e p e ne d  mo st o f the  Rive r into  a  c o nc re te  
flo o d  c o ntro l c ha nne l.  With little  o r no  a e sthe tic  va lue  the  “ne w c o nc re te  rive r”  
no t o nly d id  no t c o ntro l the  d e struc tive  flo o d ing  b ut a lso , a s ma ny c ritic s, 
sc ho la rs, a nd  histo ria ns ha ve  no te d , c re a te d  a  p hysic a l a nd  symb o lic  d ivisio n 

                                            
110 De ve re ll 2004; G ump re c ht 1999.   
111 G a rc ía  a nd  Flo re s 2005; De ve re ll a nd  Hise  2003. 
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b e twe e n the  ind ustria l la nd sc a p e  o f Lo s Ang e le s a nd  so me  o f its mo st 
d ise nfra nc hise d  re sid e nts a nd  p a rk-p o o r ne ig hb o rho o d s.112  
 
Eve n the  a re a ’ s mo st e sta b lishe d  re c re a tio na l o p e n sp a c e  re so urc e , Elysia n 
Pa rk, ha s e nd ure d  c o nsta nt thre a ts. Cre a te d  in 1886, the  p a rk o rig ina lly ha d  550 
a c re s, ultima te ly g ro wing  to  o ve r 600 a c re s. Ove r the  ye a rs the  p a rk b o und a rie s 
ha ve  shifte d  a nd  b e e n c ho p p e d  a wa y: p o rtio ns slid  in 1937; a no the r wa s turne d  
o ve r to  the  Po lic e  De p a rtme nt fo r a  tra ining  a c a d e my; in 1940, 30 a c re s we re  
se ve re d  b y the  Pa sa d e na  Fre e wa y; a nd , in 1959, 
a no the r 30-a c re  p a rc e l wa s c e d e d  to  the  Do d g e rs 

b a se b a ll fra nc hise , in 
e xc ha ng e  fo r a n e q ua l 
se g me nt lo c a te d  
b e twe e n Ro se  Hill a nd  
the  Arro yo  Se c o .113  

     
 

In the  p a st twe nty ye a rs, a  shift in a ttitud e s to wa rd s 
the  d e ve lo p me nt o f Lo s Ang e le s’  urb a n p a rks ha s c o me  fro m tho se  who  a rg ue  
a g a inst a  vie w o f the  c ity a nd  huma ns a s se p a ra te  fro m na ture .114 As no te d  in 
the  multi-d isc ip lina ry UC LA stud y, “Co rnfie ld  o f Dre a ms,”  the  no w na me d  Lo s 
Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk ha s the  o p p o rtunity to  he lp  c o nne c t p e o p le  with 
the ir na tura l e nviro nme nt.  This c o nne c tio n is summa rize d  fro m the  re p o rt: 
 

This e nviro nme nta l turn in the  c o nc e p tio n o f the  p a rk se e s the  p a rk no t a s 
a n o a sis o f g re e ne ry in the  urb a n wo rld , b ut ra the r a s a  ma nife sta tio n o f 
the  e c o syste m whic h sup p o rts the  e ntire  urb a n a re a . Simila rly, the re  is 
so me  re a liza tio n tha t the  “ p a rk a s na ture ”  is inse p a ra b le  fro m the  “p a rk a s 
re c re a tio n”  a nd  tha t the re fo re  a  mo re  inc lusive  wa y o f c re a ting  p a rks 
ne e d s to  b e  d e ve lo p e d .115  

 
Re c re a tio n a s Cultura l Ide ntity a nd He rita g e  

 

The  c ultura l ro o ts o f re c re a tio n in the  Lo s Ang e le s a re a  re a c h b e yo nd  the  
c re a tio n o f urb a n p a rks a nd  o utd o o r sp a c e s d uring  the  p a st fe w c e nturie s.  
 
Fo r the  To ng va / G a b rie lino , the ir se ttle me nts inc lud e d  la rg e  c le a re d  a re a s whic h 
we re  use d  a s p la ying  fie ld s fo r ra c e s a nd  g a me s.116 The  p e o p le  e njo ye d  a  
va rie ty o f g a me s a nd  c o nte sts, suc h a s d ic e , ho o p  a nd  p o le  g a me s, a nd  ra c e s. 

                                            
112 De ve re ll 2004; G ump re c ht 1999; Orsi 2004. 
113 Pitt 1997; Cuff 2000. 
114 G a rc ía  a nd  Flo re s 2005; Lo uv 2005; Ae sc hb a c he r e t a l 2000. 
115 Ae sc hb a c he r 2000. 
116 Mc Ca wle y 1996. 
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The se  g a me s we re  no t o nly fun b ut a lso  me nta lly a nd  p hysic a lly c ha lle ng ing .  
Tra d itio na l g a me s inc lud e d : ho o p  a nd  p o le , p la ye d  with re e d  p o le s a nd  fo ur-
inc h ho o p s o f willo w wra p p e d  with b uc kskin; c ha a wc ha wke l, a  d ic e  g a me  
p la ye d  b y two  c o nte sta nts; c huurc ho rke  (p e ó n), a  g ue ssing  g a me  p la ye d  b y 
two  te a ms o f fo ur p la ye rs e a c h; a nd  shinny, a  fie ld  g a me  in whic h the  b a ll o r 
p uc k is mo ve d  with a  stic k.117  
 
In the  mid st o f a ll this he a lthy c o mp e titio n, p e o p le  we re  a wa re  o f the  d a ng e rs o f 
e xc e ss, a s d e mo nstra te d  in the  To ng va  sto ry o f Co yo te  a nd  Wa te r.  

Co yo te  c a me  to  the  e d g e  o f a  sma ll rive r o ne  d a y. Lo o king  o ve r the  
b a nk, he  sa w tha t the  wa te r ra n ve ry slo wly. “ Ho w a b o ut a  ra c e ? ”  he  
a ske d , lo o king  sly. “ All rig ht,”  the  wa te r a nswe re d , ve ry c a lmly. Co yo te  ra n 
a lo ng  the  b a nk a t full sp e e d  until he  wa s so  tire d  he  c o uld  ha rd ly sta nd . 
The n he  lo o ke d  o ve r the  b a nk, o nly to  se e  the  wa te r running  smo o thly 
o n.118  

 
Re c re a tio n fo r La tino s in Lo s Ang e le s o fte n invo lve d  fie sta s.  Ac tivitie s inc lud e d  
b ull a nd  b e a r fig hts, b ullfig hting , ho rse ra c ing , c a rre ra  de l g a llo , ro d e o s, c o c k 
fig hts, g a me s o f c ha nc e  (like  Mo nte ), music , d a nc ing , sp e c ia l fo o d s, a nd  
p a g e a ntry.119 Ma ny fie sta s we re  a sso c ia te d  with ho ly d a ys o f the  Ca tho lic  
Churc h. 
 
Within the  d e c a d e s fo llo wing  sta te ho o d , ho we ve r, suc h re c re a tio na l a nd  so c ia l 
a c tivitie s b e c a me  le ss a sso c ia te d  with re lig io us a c tivitie s a nd  mo re  a sso c ia te d  
Me xic a n na tio na lism a nd  c ultura l id e ntity.120  

 
Be fo re  the  Ang lo -Ame ric a n p e rio d , c o mmunity c e le b ra tio ns ha d  re lig io us 
o ve rto ne s. But a s the  c ity b e c a me  mo re  a nd  mo re  a n Ang lo -c o ntro lle d  
c e nte r, Me xic a ns fo und  it le ss imp o rta nt to  p ub lic ize  the ir re lig io n a nd  
mo re  impo rta nt to  e mp ha size  the ir p o litic a l id e o lo g y a nd  e thnic  o rig in. 
Fund a me nta l lo ya ltie s shifte d  a wa y fro m the  Churc h a nd  la nd lo rd s a nd  
to wa rd  id e a listic  se ntime nt o f Me xic a n na tio na lism.121  

 
Othe r e thnic , na tio na l, a nd  re g io na l g ro up s in Lo s Ang e le s a lso  fo und  wa ys to  
c e le b ra te  a nd  p ro mo te  the ir c ultura l id e ntitie s within the ir ne w ho me . In a d d itio n 
to  the  to ke nistic  p a rtic ipa tio n in la rg e r munic ip a lly c re a te d  e ve nts a s “La  Fie sta ”  
o r the  “ Missio n Pla y,”  the  lo c a l Me xic a n, Ita lia n, Chine se , a nd  Fre nc h 

                                            
117 G e nd a r 1995; Mc Ca wle y 1996. 
118 G e nd a r 1995. 
119 Pitt 1966; Mo nro y 1990. 
120 Mo nro y 1999. 
121 Rio s-Busta ma nte  1982. 
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c o mmunitie s in the  vic inity o f the  c urre nt p a rk inte g ra te d  the ir c ultura l tra d itio ns 
thro ug h music , the a te r, fe stiva ls, a nd  so c ia l g a the ring s. 122 
 
Re c re a tio na l fe stiva ls a nd  c e le b ra tio ns c o ntinue  to  e xp a nd  in sc o p e  a s Lo s 
Ang e le s’  e thnic  d ive rsity g ro ws. Vib ra nt a c tivitie s tha t d isp la y the  a re a ’ s 
c o mp le x c ultura l he rita g e , inc lud e : Afric a n Ame ric a n He rita g e  Ce le b ra tio n; 
China to wn G o ld e n Dra g o n Pa ra d e ; LA G re e k Fe st; Lo s Ang e le s Ko re a n Fe stiva l; 
Nise i We e k Ja p a ne se  Fe stiva l; Po lish Film Fe stiva l; Re e l Ra sq ua c he  – Fe stiva l o f 
the  U.S. La tino  Exp e rie nc e  in Film a nd  Art; Se nio r Ta le nt Sho w; a nd , Tha i Cultura l 
Da y to  na me  b ut a  fe w.123  
 
Re c re a tio n a s a  Me a ns o f Co nne c ting  Culture s 

 
The  d ive rse  e thnic  fe stiva ls a nd  c o mmunity e ve nts in Lo s Ang e le s p ro vid e  
imp o rta nt ve nue s fo r e nha nc ing  c ultura l id e ntity a nd  p re se rving  c ultura l 
he rita g e . Ye t, the se  typ e s o f re c re a tio na l a c tivitie s a lso  a llo w va rio us p e o p le  with 
o the r e thnic  tra d itio ns to  b e tte r und e rsta nd  a nd  a p p re c ia te  the  a re a ’ s b ro a d e r 
c ultura l he rita g e . In g e ne ra l, re c re a tio n ha s the  a b ility to  p ro mo te  p o sitive  
c o nta c t b e twe e n d iffe re nt e thnic  g ro up s, o p e ning  c o mmunic a tio n in a  no n-
thre a te ning  a tmo sphe re . During  re c re a tio n a nd  le isure  time , p e o p le  a re  le ss 
c o nc e rne d  with d iffe re nc e s a nd  mo re  c o nc e rne d  with ha ving  fun.124  
 
Re c re a tio na l a c tivitie s like  g a rd e ning  c a n he lp  to  a c tiva te  so c ia l a nd  c ultura l 
me mo rie s. Fo r insta nc e , a  g a rd e n c o uld  b e  c re a te d  b y g ro wing  me d ic ina l he rb s 
use d  b y the  a re a ’ s fo rme r To ng va  re sid e nts a nd  b y the  c urre nt La tino  a nd  
Chine se  re sid e nts. In this wa y, re sid e nts c o uld  c o mb ine  kno wle d g e  a nd  
tra d itio ns to  c re a te  a  g a rd e n tha t c o nne c ts c ulture s a nd  c o mmunitie s.125  
 
Othe r fo rms o f re c re a tio n suc h a s g a me s a re  d e e p ly ro o te d  in c ulture s a ro und  
the  wo rld . One  suc h unive rsa l g a me  is c a t’ s c ra d le , kno wn in Afric a , Asia , 
Euro p e , the  We ste rn He misphe re , a nd  the  Pa c ific . String  g a me s, a s we ll a s 
b o a rd / ta b le  g a me s, stre e t/ p la yg ro und  g a me s, fie ld  g a me s, a nd  p a rty/ fe stiva l 
g a me s ha ve  b e e n a d a p te d  b y d ive rse  e thnic  g ro up s ye t re ta in simila r tra d itio ns 
tha t ha ve  sto o d  the  te st o f time .126  
 
Re c re a tio n a nd Cultura l Co nne c tio ns a s a  So urc e  o f Disc o ve ry 

 

Fo r o ve r 100 ye a rs, the  a re a  a ro und  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk ha s se rve d  a s 
the  c ity’ s b a c kya rd  – a  c o ng lo me ra tio n o f ra ilro a d  tra c ks, wa re ho use s, a nd  

                                            
122 Po o le  a nd  Ba ll 2002; De ve re ll 2004; Pitt 1997. 
123 C ity o f Lo s Ang e le s 2005. 
124 Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks 2005. 
125 Ae sc hb a c he r 2000. 
126 G runfe ld  1975. 
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fa c to rie s, he a p s o f sc ra p  me ta l, p a lle ts, a nd  o the r ma te ria ls a nd  e q uip me nt 
ne e d e d  to  ke e p  the  ind ustria l c o rrid o r o p e ra ting  fro m d a y to  d a y. This a re a  a t 
the  sa me  time  he ld  myste ry – p la c e s whe re  o nly the  o wne rs a nd  wo rke rs ha d  
a c c e ss, whe re  va rie tie s o f g o o d s a nd  p ro d uc ts c a me  a nd  we nt a t a ll ho urs. 
The y we re  p la c e s o f d isc o ve ry a nd  ye t fa milia r, like  o ur o wn b a c kya rd s, to o l 
she d s, c a rp o rts, a nd   g a ra g e s. 
 
Ne a rb y a re  so me  o f the  c ity’ s o ld e st ne ig hb o rho o d s a nd  c o mmunitie s. Willia m 
Me a d  Ho me s, So la no  Ca nyo n, a nd  China to wn, a mo ng  o the rs, e a c h c o nta inin 
a n a sso rtme nt o f c o mme rc ia l b uild ing s a nd  ma rke ts, p la yg ro und s a nd  sc ho o ls, 
ho me s a nd  lib ra rie s. Ne ig hb o rho o d s like  ma ny o the rs, ye t e a c h with its o wn 
c ultura l a nd  histo ric  id e ntity, e thnic  tie s, a nd  c o mmo n la ng ua g e . Like  the  stre e ts 
o f ind ustria l a c tivity, the se  ne ig hb o rho o d s a nd  c o mmunitie s c a n se e m like  
fo re ig n wo rld s unto  the mse lve s. Ind e e d , ma ny a re  ho me  to  p e o p le  who  ha ve  
re c e ntly tra ve le d  hund re d s o r tho usa nd s o f mile s just to  live  he re , sa c rific ing  
fa mily, frie nd s, a nd  the ir o wn fa milia r surro und ing s in ho p e s o f a  b e tte r life .  

 
Fo r tho se  who  ta ke  time  to  e xp lo re  
the se  surro und ing s, a  wo rld  o f d isc o ve ry 
a wa its. Fo r the  c a sua l wa lke r o r 
b ic yc list, the  d e ta ils b e c o me  muc h 
mo re  a p p a re nt. Be c o ming  a wa re  o f 
e ve ryd a y p la c e s a nd  o rd ina ry thing s 
like  p o we r line s, ra ilro a d  rig ht-o f-wa ys, 
a lle ys, fe nc e s, e ve n hig hwa y 

inte rc ha ng e s c a n o p e n up  la rg e r id e a s tha t invig o ra te  the  mind  a nd  e ntic e  
und e rsta nd ing . Awa re ne ss c a n b uild  to  mind fulne ss a nd  the  e nd uring  p le a sure  
o f se e ing  a nd  thinking  a b o ut wha t o ne  no tic e s.127  
 
Unfo rtuna te ly, the  o utd o o r e xp e rie nc e s tha t o ld e r g e ne ra tio ns e njo ye d  a re  
ha rd ly a  re a lity fo r to d a y’ s yo uth. Inc re a sing ly, na ture  is b e c o ming  mo re  o f a n 
a b stra c tio n tha n re a lity – so me thing  to  wa tc h, to  c o nsume , to  we a r, a nd  to  
ig no re . A c hild  to d a y c a n te ll yo u a b o ut the  Ama zo n ra in fo re st – b ut no t a b o ut 
the  la st time  he  o r she  e xp lo re d  the  wo o d s in so litud e , o r la y in a  fie ld  liste ning  to  
the  wind  a nd  wa tc hing  the  c lo ud s mo ve .128  
 
In his g ro und b re a king  b o o k, La st Child in the  Wo o ds, c hild  a d vo c a c y e xp e rt 
Ric ha rd  Lo uv id e ntifie s the  la c k o f c hild re n’ s c o nne c tio ns with the  na tura l wo rld  
a s “ na ture -d e fic it d iso rd e r.”  Ye t, Lo uv e nc o ura g e s re a d e rs tha t the  so lutio n is in 
o ur o wn b a c kya rd s.129 Fo r hund re d s o f tho usa nd s o f c hild re n tha t live  in the  
a re a , Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk will ho p e fully b e c o me  the ir b a c kya rd . 
                                            
127 Stilg o e , 1998.   
128 Lo uv 2005. 
129 Lo uv 2005. 
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4. INTERPRETIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
This se c tio n ha s b e e n d e ve lo pe d  to  id e ntify the  typ e s o f fa c ilitie s, p ro g ra ms, a nd  
se rvic e s tha t c o uld  e nha nc e  visito r e xp e rie nc e s a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  
Pa rk. The se  re c o mme nd a tio ns a re  c re a te d  mo re  in the  sp irit o f inte rp re tive  
o p p o rtunitie s ra the r tha n a s d e finitive  c o nc re te  p ro je c ts. Sug g e ste d  inte rp re tive  
fa c ilitie s inc lud e :130  
 

• Orie nta tio n Pla za s 
• Visito r Ce nte r 
• Rive r to  C ity Tra il 
• Arc he o lo g y Disc o ve ry Site s 
• Sto ryte lling  C irc le s 
• Cultura l G a rd e ns 
• Multi-p urpo se  Outd o o r C la ssro o m/ Amp hithe a te r 
• Wo rke rs’  Pa rk – Ce le b ra tio n Are a s 
• Pe d e stria n Brid g e  

 
Educ a tiona l a nd Inte rpre tive  Goa ls 
Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks’  e nvisio ns c o nsid e ra b le  usa g e  o f the  Pa rk b y sc ho o l g ro up s 
fro m the  g re a te r Lo s Ang e le s a re a . The  Ca lifo rnia  De p a rtme nt o f Ed uc a tio n’ s 
Fra me wo rks a nd  Co nte nt Sta nd a rd s will b e  utilize d  whe n p la nning  a nd  
d e ve lo p ing  inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s a nd  p ro g ra ms fo r the  p a rk, to  sup p o rt a nd  
susta in re la tio nship s with the  e d uc a tio na l c o mmunity. The  Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n 
id e ntifie s se ve n Ed uc a tio na l/ Inte rp re tive  G o a ls in Cha p te r 4: The  Pla n. The se  
g o a ls a nd  the ir re sp e c tive  g uid e line s – c o mb ine d  with sug g e stio ns g e ne ra te d  a t 
inte rp re tive  p la nning  wo rksho p s with ma ny c o mmunitie s surro und ing  the  p a rk, 
fo rm the  b a sis fo r the  inte rp re tive  re c o mme nd a tio ns.  The se  Ed uc a tio na l a nd  
Inte rp re tive  G o a ls a re :  
 
• De ve lo p  inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s a nd  p ro g ra ms tha t e nc o ura g e  the  p ub lic  to  

sha re  Lo s Ang e le s’  c ulture s, e xp e rie nc e s, p e rsp e c tive s, a nd  histo rie s. 
 
• Assist the  De p a rtme nt in me e ting  its g o a l o f inc re a se d  d ive rsity b y re d uc ing  

b a rrie rs, stre ng the ning  p a rtne rship s, a nd  p ro vid ing  inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s a nd  
p ro g ra ms tha t e nc o ura g e  p ub lic  p a rtic ip a tio n. 

 

                                            
130 The  c urre nt ve rsio n o f the  Lo s Ang e le s SHP IMP will b e  up d a te d  up o n c o mple tio n o f the  
Co nc e ptua l De sig n Co mp e titio n in 2007. Ma ny o f the  sp e c ific  la nd  use  a nd  fa c ility 
re c o mme nda tio ns in this d ra ft a re  to  b e  c o nsid e re d  c o nc e ptua l a nd  will b e  sub je c t to  c ha ng e  
within the  o ve ra ll visio n, missio n, a nd  g uid e line s o f the  G e ne ra l Pla n. 
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• Ma ximize  the  use  o f inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s to  e nha nc e  visito r e xp e rie nc e s with 
the  p a rk’ s re so urc e s, the  surro und ing  e nviro nme nt, a nd  the  re g io n’ s ye a r-
ro und  te mp e ra te  c lima te . 

 
• Exp lo re  tra d itio na l, ne w, a nd  inno va tive  te c hno lo g ie s a nd  te c hniq ue s fo r 

d e ve lo p ing  the  p a rk’ s inte rp re tive  a nd  e d uc a tio na l p ro g ra ms a nd  fa c ilitie s. 
 
• Cre a te  me a ning ful e d uc a tio na l a nd  inte rp re tive  o p p o rtunitie s to  p ro mo te  

life lo ng  le a rning . 
 
• Cre a te  a  c o mp re he nsive  stra te g y fo r sup p o rting  o ng o ing  inte rp re ta tio n a nd  

e d uc a tio na l p ro g ra ms fo r the  Pa rk. 
 
• Strive  to  a c hie ve  p a rk ma na g e me nt g o a ls thro ug h inte rp re ta tio n, inc lud ing  

p ub lic  sa fe ty, la nd  use , c ritic a l re so urc e s, huma n imp a c ts, re so urc e  
ma na g e me nt stra te g ie s, a nd  o the r issue s. 

 

Inte rpre tive  Conc e pts 

Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is a  b la nk sla te  tha t is full o f p o te ntia l a s a  c ultura l 
la nd sc a p e . The  fo llo wing  c o nc e p ts a re  re fe re nc e  p o ints fo r p a rk d e ve lo p me nt 
to  e nsure  tha t the  Inte rp re tive  Re c o mme nd a tio ns a re  inc o rp o ra te d  to  p ro te c t, 
e nha nc e , a nd  p e rp e tua te  the  histo ric a l sig nific a nc e  o f the  p ro p e rty. 
 
Po rta ls 
Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is a  p o rta l to  Lo s Ang e le s. The  id e a  o f “p o rta ls”  o r 
“ g a te wa ys”  is intrinsic  to  the  se nse  o f p la c e  fo r this Pa rk, linking  c ultura l, na tura l, 
a nd  re c re a tio na l he rita g e  to  p e o p le , p la c e s, a nd  e ve nts. As o ne  tra ve ls thro ug h 
the  Pa rk, p o rta ls p ro vid e  a  c o nsta nt re mind e r o f the  sig nific a nc e  o f the  ma ny 
sto rie s o f Lo s Ang e le s.   
 
Flo w o f Histo ry/ Cultura l La ye rs 
The  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk Ge ne ra l Pla n d isc usse s a  Pre fe rre d  Pa rk 
Co nc e p t e ntitle d  “ Lo s Ang e le s Flo w o f Histo ry.”   The  c o nc e p t e mp ha size s the  
tra nsfo rma tio n o f the  site  fro m a  fo rme r ra il ya rd  a nd  b ro wnfie ld  to  a  ve rd a nt 
p a rk a nd  g a the ring  p la c e  to  e xa mine , e xp e rie nc e , a nd  c e le b ra te  mo re  tha n 
10,000 ye a rs o f the  histo ry a nd  c ulture  o f Lo s Ang e le s.   

The  Flo w o f Histo ry is no t line a r a nd  finite , b ut is la ye re d  a nd  g ro wing . As 
kno wle d g e  o f the  histo ry o f the  p ro p e rty a nd  the  surro und ing  c o mmunitie s is 
g a ine d  a nd  d o c ume nte d  fro m multip le  p e rsp e c tive s, the  se a rc h fo r mo re  
info rma tio n sho uld  a lwa ys b e  p ursue d  a nd  a c t a s a  p la c e  ho ld e r fo r the  future  
to  e nsure  the  sto ry is ne ve r e nd ing . 
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Co nne c tivity 
Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is c e nte re d  in the  he a rt o f the  C ity a nd  is vie we d  
a s a  c ultura l ta p e stry wo ve n o ve r time , stitc hing  the  va rie d  histo ric  e ve nts into  
o ne  d yna mic  sto ry. This sto ry is d ire c tly c o nne c te d  to  the  ne a rb y Lo s Ang e le s 
Rive r. Ove r the  ye a rs, this a re a  ha s b e e n se ve re ly d isturb e d  a s ra ilro a d s ha ve  
b e e n b uilt, the  rive r ha s b e e n c ha nne lize d , a nd  hig hwa y d e ve lo pme nt ha s 
b ise c te d  ne ig hb o rho o d s. Re uniting  Ang e lino s a nd  visito rs with the  rive r a nd  with 
the  histo ric  e vo lutio n o f the  site  is a n e sse ntia l c o mp o ne nt o f the  c o nne c tivity 
c o nc e p t. 
 
C irc ula tio n thro ug ho ut the  pa rk sho uld  c o nne c t visito rs with the ma tic  sto rie s tha t 
re so na te  with the  ho p e s, strug g le s a nd  triump hs o f the  p e o p le  o f Lo s Ang e le s 
a nd  insp ire  visito rs to  inve stig a te  me a ning s a nd  re la tio nship s tha t he lp e d  sha p e  
the  a re a  histo ric a lly. Re g io na l c o nne c tivity using  info rma l o r fo rma l me d ia  to  
histo ric  ne ig hb o rho o d s, histo ric  p a rks, muse ums, tra ils, a nd  o the r p o ints o f inte re st 
o utsid e  the  p a rk b o und a rie s is a n e sse ntia l c o mp o ne nt o f the  c o nne c tivity 
c o nc e p t. The y o ffe r a  mic ro c o sm o f the  e vo lving  huma n la nd sc a p e  tha t is the  
d istinc t p he no me no n o f Lo s Ang e le s.  
 

De sig n Conside ra tions 
As the  p a rk is d e sig ne d , the  fo llo wing  sho uld  b e  c o nsid e re d  to  me e t the  Pa rk’ s 
Inte rp re tive  Dire c tio n a nd  The me s a d d re sse d  in the  p re vio us se c tio n, a s we ll a s 
the  Inte rp re tive  Co nc e p ts d isc usse d  a b o ve : 
 
Multip le  Histo ric  Pe rsp e c tive s   

• Inc lud e  the  le sse r kno wn, unto ld  sto rie s o f Lo s Ang e le s 
• Le a ve  ro o m fo r unfinishe d  a nd  e vo lving  sto rie s 
• Ca p ture  the  ma ny la ye rs o f histo ry 
• Ad d re ss issue s suc h a s c ultura l id e ntity, so c ia l justic e , a nd  d isp la c e me nt o f 

c o mmunitie s 
 
Ed uc a tio na l/ le a rning  la nd sc a p e s  

• Pro mo te  e xp e rie ntia l le a rning  
• Op timize  the  surro und ing  e nviro nme nt a s a n e ffe c tive  se tting  fo r le a rning  
• Ac c o mmo d a te  d ive rse  le a rning  style s fo r fo rma l a nd  le isure  le a rning   

  
Surro und ing  Co mmunitie s 

• Re c o g nize  the  c ultura l sig nific a nc e  o f ne ig hb o rho o d s, histo ric  site s, 
struc ture s, a nd  o b je c ts 

• Pro vid e  inte rp re tive  c o nne c tio ns b e twe e n the  p a rk a nd  the  surro und ing  
c o mmunitie s 

 
Ad d itio na l d e sig n c o nsid e ra tio ns sho uld  inc lud e : fle xib ility o f sp a c e s; 
o p e ra tio ns/ ma inte na nc e ; sto ra g e  ne e d s; a nd , visito r sa fe ty. 
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Orie nta tion Pla za s  

 
Po ints o f e ntry into  a  p a rk c a n p ro vide  b o th a  tra nsitio n into  a  p a rk a nd  a  
c o nne c tio n with a  p a rk’ s surro und ing s. Orie nta tio n p la za s a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  
Histo ric  Pa rk will se rve  a s we lc o ming  g a te wa ys tha t le a d  visito rs o n the ir jo urne y 
thro ug h the  p a rk. The se  sp a c e s will re info rc e  the  c o nc e p t tha t the  Pa rk is a  
p o rta l to  the  b ro a d e r sto rie s o f Lo s Ang e le s.  
 
Re c o mme nd a tio n fo r o rie nta tio n p la za s a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is 
b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 o f the  Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. 
 

Guide line s for Inte rpre ta tion:  

• Esta b lish a c c e ss p o ints into  the  Pa rk a nd  d e ve lo p  d e sig n sta nd a rd s fo r the se  
“ g a te wa y”  a re a s tha t will c re a te  a  se nse  o f a rriva l a nd  e sta b lish a n initia l 
id e ntity a nd  se nse  o f p la c e  fo r the  Pa rk. De sig n sta nd a rd s a nd  g uid e line s fo r 
a c c e ss p o ints sho uld  d isting uish p rima ry a nd  se c o nd a ry g a te wa ys. 
(Ae sthe tic s 4)  

 
• Cre a te  a  se nse  o f e ntry a nd  a rriva l a t the  Pa rk. Pro vid e  e a sily a c c e ssib le  

o rie nta tio n a nd  info rma tio n tha t will p e rmit visito rs to  c ho o se  fro m a  ra ng e  o f 
a va ila b le  p a rk e xp e rie nc e s. (Ac c e ss 1) 

 
• Exp lo re  o p p o rtunitie s to  p ro vid e  c o nve nie nt a nd  sa fe  p e d e stria n a nd  c yc ling  

a c c e ss thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk, with c o nne c tio ns fro m c o mmunitie s a lo ng  No rth 
Bro a d wa y. Co o rd ina te  with the  Me tro p o lita n Tra nsit Autho rity (MTA) to  
c o nsid e r p e d e stria n b rid g e  p o ssib ilitie s o ve r the  G o ld  Line  rig ht o f wa y. 
(Ac c e ss 4) 

 
• Use  the  a re a ’ s na tura l a nd  c ultura l fe a ture s a s d e sig n re fe re nc e s fo r 

d e ve lo p ing  the  inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s, inte g ra ting  a  va rie ty o f p ub lic  a rt me d ia  
to  e nha nc e  the  visito r e xp e rie nc e . Co nsid e r inc o rp o ra ting  e le me nts, suc h a s 
simp le , sha d e -p ro d uc ing  ro o fing  struc ture s, g ra ss, a nd  tra ils, to  d e line a te  the  
fo rme r lo c a tio n o f the  p a rk’ s sig nific a nt na tura l a nd  c ultura l re so urc e s. 
(Inte rp re ta tio n 18) 

 
• Cre a te  sp a c e s thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk tha t fo ste r p e rso na l re fle c tio n, c ivic  

e ng a g e me nt, a nd  a  va rie ty o f mo d e s o f p ub lic  sto ryte lling  – fro m p la ys a nd  
p o e try re a d ing s to  music a l p e rfo rma nc e s a nd  mo vie s a s we ll a s e d uc a tio na l 
a nd  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra mming , c o o king , fe stiva ls a nd   p a ra d e s, 
d e mo nstra tio ns (music , d a nc e , living  histo ry, the a tre , e tc .), c ultura l e ve nts, 
wo rksho p s, fa rme r’ s ma rke ts, c o nte sts,  na ture -vie wing , a nd  g a rd e ning .  
Ma ximize  the  use  o f the  c ity skyline  a s a  b a c kd ro p  while  c re a ting  the se  
sp a c e s to  e nha nc e  the  visito r’ s c o nne c tio n with the  b ro a d e r Lo s Ang e le s 
sto ry. (Inte rp re ta tio n 8) 
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• De ve lo p  visito r use  fa c ilitie s to  a c c o mmo d a te  c ha ng ing  visito r use s a nd  

a c c e ssib ility ne e d s, p o p ula tio n d e mo g ra p hic s, a nd  inc re a se s in visita tio n. 
(Fa c ilitie s 4) 

 

Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive (s): 

 Visito rs will 
• Be  inte re ste d  to  le a rn a b o ut the  histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s d uring  the ir visit to  this 

histo ric  p a rk.  
 
• Und e rsta nd  why Lo s Ang e le s is re c o g nize d  a s a  ma g ne t fo r immig ra tio n. 
 
Inte rpre tive  The me : Pe o p le s’  Histo ry 

Lo s Ang e le s’  sto ry o ve r the  pa st 10,000 p lus ye a rs e mb o die s the  strug g le s a nd 

triump hs o f its dive rse  re side nts a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 

Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: Flo w o f histo ry. 
 
Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia :  
• Po rta ls, e xhib its, sig na g e , a rt, a nd  ha rdsc a p e  fe a ture s will d ire c t p a rk visito rs 

into  the  inte rp re tive  flo w o f the  p a rk. 
 
• Inc o rp o ra te  the  e xisting  “ Millie ’ s”  struc ture  into  a  visito r c o nta c t sta tio n.  
 
Visitor Ac tivitie s:  

• G a te wa y a nd  initia l o rie nta tio n to  the  Pa rk. 
 
• Me e ting  p la c e  fo r g ro up s a nd  visito rs. 
 
• A p la c e  fo r p o sting  p ub lic  a nno unc e me nts. 
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Visitor Ce nte r 

 
Within a  sta te  p a rk, a  visito r c e nte r is a mo ng  the  first p la c e s whe re  visito rs will g o  
to  o b ta in a  g e ne ra l o rie nta tio n to  the  p a rk’ s re so urc e s. Inte rp re tive  e xhib its a nd  
o the r me d ia  c a n b e  inc lud e d  to  e nha nc e  visito r und e rsta nd ing  o f the  p a rk’ s ke y 
me ssa g e s.  
 
The  re c o mme nd a tio n fo r a  visito r c e nte r a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is 
b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 o f the  Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. 
  

Guidelines for Interpretation: 

• De te rmine  if a  sta te wid e  a nd  re g io na l ne e d  e xists fo r a n inte rp re tive  fa c ility 
tha t c o uld  p ro vid e  e xp a nd e d  o p p o rtunitie s fo r inte rp re tive  me d ia  a nd  
e d uc a tio na l p ro g ra ms, a nd  e va lua te  the  fe a sib ility a nd  b e ne fits o f p ro vid ing  
suc h a  fa c ility. A struc ture  c o uld  b e  lo c a te d  within, o r in c lo se  p ro ximity to  the  
p a rk.  (Inte rp re ta tio n 7) 

 
• Co o rd ina te  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra mming  with o the r Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks in the  

Lo s Ang e le s re g io n, e nha nc ing  sig nific a nt sto rie s a sso c ia te d  with the  a re a ’ s 
c ultura l he rita g e , suc h a s Pío  Pic o  Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk, Lo s Enc ino s Sta te  
Histo ric  Pa rk, a nd  the  Ta ylo r Ya rd  Site  (Río  d e  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Pa rk). 
(Inte rp re ta tio n 5) 

 
• Co nsid e r the  d e ve lo p me nt o f a n inte rp re tive  fe a ture  in o r p re fe ra b le  ne a rb y 

to  the  Pa rk tha t p ro vid e s p e rma ne nt a nd  te mp o ra ry e xhib its inte rp re ting  the  
c ultura l histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s.  A fa c ility c o uld  a lso  p ro vid e  p a rk o rie nta tio n 
a nd  visito r info rma tio n se rvic e s.  The  d e sig n sho uld  b e  inte g ra te d  with the  
surro und ing  o p e n sp a c e  a nd  o utd o o r inte rp re tive  e xhib its a nd  a c tivity a re a s. 
(Inte rp re ta tio n 6) 

 
• Use  a  ho listic  inte rp re tive  p la nning  a p p ro a c h fo r the  site  tha t c o nne c ts the  

inte rp re tive  the me s a nd  me ssa g e s o f the  Pa rk with the  c re a tive  use  o f o p e n 
sp a c e . De ve lo p  o utd o o r inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s tha t c a n se rve  a s multi-use  
a re a s to  re d uc e  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  Pa rk’ s o p e n sp a c e .  De te rmine  the  
sp e c ific  ne e d s fo r the  p a rk’ s inte rp re tive  se rvic e s tha t re q uire  ind o o r sp a c e .  
G e ne ra l ne e d s ma y inc lud e  sp a c e  fo r:  e xhib its, e xhib it fa b ric a tio n a nd  
sto ra g e ; muse um c o lle c tio ns, o ffic e s, me e ting s, wo rksho p s, c o nfe re nc e s, 
le c ture s, a nd  tra ining ; lib ra ry a nd  re se a rc h a re a s; inte rp re tive  p ro g ra m 
sup p lie s a nd  e q uip me nt a nd  a n a lte rna tive  lo c a tio n fo r o utd o o r inte rp re tive  
p ro g ra ms d uring  inc le me nt we a the r. (Inte rp re ta tio n 15) 

 
• Cre a te  a c c e ssib le  inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s a nd  p ro g ra ms, whic h inc lud e  a  we ll-

tra ine d  sta ff, whic h c a n e ffe c tive ly p ro vid e  e d uc a tio na l a nd  inte rp re tive  
se rvic e s tha t me e t visito rs’  d ive rse  ne e d s. Emp lo y g uid e line s, suc h a s All 
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Visito rs We lc o me : Ac c e ssib ility in Sta te  Pa rk Inte rp re tive  Pro g ra ms a nd 

Fa c ilitie s a nd  Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks Ac c e ssib ility Guide line s. (Inte rp re ta tio n 3) 
 
• Offe r p a rk p ro g ra ms tha t me e t the  d ive rse  ne e d s o f stud e nts, p a re nts, 

instruc to rs, a nd  sc ho o ls. This inc lud e s p ro g ra ms suc h a s, in-sc ho o l p ro g ra ms, 
a fte r-sc ho o l p ro g ra ms, re mo te  le a rning  p ro g ra ms, stud e nt inte rnship s, 
p ro fe ssio na l me nto ring , a nd  stud e nt se rvic e  p ro je c ts. (Inte rp re ta tio n 21) 

 
• Esta b lish a  p ro g ra m to  p re se rve  a nd  inte rp re t the  p e rso na l sto rie s a nd  

e xp e rie nc e s o f the  p e o p le  a sso c ia te d  with the  a re a ’ s multi-fa c e te d  histo ry. 
Use  me tho d s suc h a s o ra l histo ry, writte n first p e rso n na rra tive s, a nd  
p ho to g ra p hs, ma inta ining  a  c urre nt c o nta c t list. (Inte rp re ta tio n 24) 

 
• Pa rtne r with e d uc a tio na l institutio ns using  the  la te st te c hno lo g y to  c re a te  

virtua l le a rning  o p p o rtunitie s fo r lo ng  d ista nc e  visito rs. (Pa rtne rship s 7) 
 
Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive s:  
Visito rs will 
• Be c o me  a wa re  o f the  p e o p le , p la c e s, a nd  e ve nts tha t ha ve  sha p e d  Lo s 

Ang e le s o ve r time . 
 
• Be  mo tiva te d  to  c o ntinue  the ir visit in the  Pa rk’ s o utd o o r e xhib its. 
 
• Und e rsta nd  tha t Lo s Ang e le s SHP is a  p o rta l to  o the r site s in Lo s Ang e le s. 
 
• Eng a g e  in virtua l e xp e rie nc e s o f the  Pa rk a nd  o f o the r site s within Lo s Ang e le s 

a nd  the  Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rk syste m. 
 
• Le a rn mo re  a b o ut using  the ir five  se nse s in the  p a rk. 
 
Inte rpre tive  The me s: 

 

Unifying  The me : Co nne c tivity 
Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk’ s re so urc e s re ve a l na tura l, c ultura l, e c o no mic  
a nd  histo ric a l thre a d s re fle c tive  o f g re a te r Lo s Ang e le s o ve r time . 
 

Prima ry The me : Flo w o f Histo ry 
Pe o p le s’  Histo ry 

Lo s Ang e le s’  sto ry o ve r the  pa st 10,000 p lus ye a rs e mb o die s the  strug g le s a nd 

triump hs o f its dive rse  re side nts a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 
Histo ry o f Pla c e  
The  mo ve me nt o f p e o p le  a nd p ro duc ts ha s e na b le d Lo s Ang e le s to  b e c o me  

the  me g a lo po lis it is to da y. 
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Prima ry The me : Enviro nme nta l Justic e   
Wa te r 
Wate r has p la ye d a n inte g ra l ro le  in the  g ro wth o f Lo s Ang e le s fro m the  Spa nish 

p e rio d to  the  p re se nt. 

 
Enviro nme nta l Ac tio ns: 
By the ir a c tio ns, p e o p le  ha ve  a ffe c te d Lo s Ang e le s b a sin’ s e nviro nme nt, 

imp a c ting  the  he a lth o f na tura l syste ms a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 

Se c o nd a ry The me : Re c re a tio n 
Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk p ro vide s a  uniq ue  p la c e  fo r re fle c tio n, re la xa tio n, 

re c re a tio n, re juve na tio n, a nd insp ira tio n. 

 
Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: Flo w o f histo ry 
 

Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia :  
• Pe rma ne nt e xhib itio ns: 3-d ime nsio na l, ta c tile  a nd / o r c o mp ute rize d  

inte ra c tive  ma p  fo r visito rs to  e xp e rie nc e  the  la ye rs o f histo ry a nd  sp e c ific  
la nd  use  c ha ng e s o ve r time ; inte ra c tive  sta tio ns d e p ic ting  the  lo c a l histo ry o f 
the  va rio us e thnic  c o mmunitie s a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d s o f the  a re a ; e xhib its with 
o b je c ts a nd  te xt inte rp re ting  the  p e o p le , p la c e s, a nd  e ve nts tha t ha ve  
sha p e d  Lo s Ang e le s a nd  its g lo b a l influe nc e ; d io ra ma (s) o r mo d e l(s) 
d e p ic ting  the  e vo lutio n o f the  site , inc lud ing  the  ra ilro a d  e ra  a nd  d isp la ys o f 
the  site ’ s a rc ha e o lo g ic a l ma te ria ls. 

 
• Te mp o ra ry e xhib itio ns: d isp la ys o f ma te ria ls/ c o lle c tio ns fro m o the r Sta te  Pa rks, 

muse um institutio ns, g ro up s, o r ind ivid ua ls re la te d  to  the  Pa rk’ s inte rp re tive  
the me s. 

 
• Disc o ve ry ro o m: “ Frie nd s a nd  Fa milie s o f Lo s Ang e le s”  – a  “ living ”  e xhib it tha t 

a llo ws visito rs o f e ve ry a g e  to  c re a te  a nd  sha re  the ir p e rso na l e xp e rie nc e s 
c o nne c te d  to  Lo s Ang e le s thro ug h va rio us me d ia  (a ud io , visua l, writte n, 
a rtistic , e tc .) 

 
• Cla ssro o m/ stud io : re c o rd  o ra l histo rie s; d o c ume nt c ultura l 

d e mo nstra tio ns/ te c hniq ue s; g e ne ra te  live  b ro a d c a sts o f inte rp re tive  
p ro g ra ms to  e d uc a tio na l g ro up s [i.e . Pa rks On-line  Re so urc e s fo r Stud e nts 
a nd  Te a c he rs (PORTS) d ista nc e  le a rning  p ro g ra ms]. Wo rksho p s, 
d e mo nstra tio ns, a nd  le c ture s: re la te d  to  the  a re a ’ s a rts, c ulture , a nd  histo ry. 

 

• Aud ito rium/ p e rfo rma nc e  sp a c e : le c ture s, c o nfe re nc e s, a nd  p re se nta tio ns 
re la te d  to  the  Pa rk’ s inte rp re tive  the me s. 
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• De mo nstra tive  kitc he n fo r p re p a ring  a nd  inte rp re ting  fo o d s p re p a re d  b y 
d iffe re nt c ulture s. 

 

• Inte rp re tive  sa le s/ fo o d  se rvic e  a re a : p ub lic a tio ns a nd  so uve nirs re la te d  to  the  
Pa rk’ s inte rp re tive  the me s suc h a s c ra fts ma d e  b y lo c a l a rtisa ns o f va rio us 
c ultura l g ro up s.  Re fre shme nts tha t re p re se nt the  fo o d s o f the  d ive rse  e thnic  
c o mmunitie s o f Lo s Ang e le s. 

 
• Bo a rd wa lk/ Inte rp re tive  o ve rlo o k: a  p hysic a l c o nne c tio n b e twe e n the  Visito r 

Ce nte r a nd  the  sig nific a nt vista s o f the  site , suc h a s the  vie w o f the  
d o wnto wn Lo s Ang e le s skyline  a nd  the  Bro a d wa y Brid g e  with hills a nd  
mo unta ins in the  d ista nc e . This ma y a lso  se rve  a s a  typ e  o f “ tra ilhe a d ”  fo r 
visito rs to  c o ntinue  the ir jo urne y thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk. 

 
Spa c e  for Othe r Ac tivitie s: 

• Info rma tio n c o unte r with sp a c e  fo r visito r-sta ff c o nta c ts, p a rk b ro c hure s a nd  
a  re so urc e  kit c he c k-o ut a nd  sto ra g e  a re a s. 

 
• Visito r c o mfo rt a re a s inc lud ing  c o a t/ p a c ka g e  c he c k, re stro o ms, se a ting  

a re a s, wa te r fo unta ins. 
 
• Re se a rc h /  Arc hive  Ce nte r with wo rksp a c e , lib ra ry, a nd  se c ure  sto ra g e . 
 
• Wo rkro o m/ Cla ssro o m a nd  sup p lie s/ e q uip me nt sto ra g e  a re a  to  sup p o rt  

p ro g ra ms fo r sc ho o l g ro up  visits, Junio r Ra ng e rs, a nd  o utre a c h  (inc lud e  
sp a c e  fo r 2-4 p o rta b le  inte rp re tive  “d isc o ve ry”  c a rts a nd  p o rta b le  a ud io -
visua l e q uip me nt) 

 
• Co lle c tio ns sto ra g e  ha ving  te mp e ra ture  a nd  humid ity c o ntro ls with se c urity. 
 
• Sta ff o ffic e s a nd  re la te d  sto ra g e  
 
• Inte rp re tive  sa le s a re a  with se c ure  sto ra g e  a nd  o ffic e  sp a c e  
 
• Fo o d  se rvic e  a nd  sto ra g e  sp a c e  with e a ting  a re a s. 
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Rive r to  City Tra il 

 
Tra ils in p a rks p ro vid e  p a thwa ys to  d isc o ve ry. A tra il a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  
Pa rk c a n p ro vid e  a  p hysic a l link thro ug ho ut the  site ’ s 32 a c re s with inte rp re tive  
c o nne c tio ns to  the  multi-la ye re d  histo ry re fle c te d  in the  surro und ing  a re a .  
 
The  re c o mme nd a tio n fo r a n inte rp re tive  tra il a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is 
b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 o f the  Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. 
 
Guide line s for Inte rpre ta tion: 

• Pro vid e  me a ning ful inte rp re ta tio n tha t inc o rp o ra te s multip le  p e rsp e c tive s, 
inc lud ing  tho se  o f the  p a rk visito r. (Inte rp re ta tio n 2) 

 
• Co nsid e r inc o rp o ra ting  a n inte rp re tive  tra il thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk tha t a c ts a s a  

sp ine  o r thre a d  to  unify site  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  inte rp re tive  the me s. This tra il 
c o uld  b e  a  symb o lic  time line  tha t a llo ws fo r the  c hro no lo g ic a l/ se q ue ntia l 
p re se nta tio n o f impo rta nt e le me nts o f the  histo ry a nd  c ulture  o f Lo s Ang e le s. 
(Ac c e ss 6) 

 
• Cre a te  sp a c e s thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk tha t fo ste r p e rso na l re fle c tio n, c ivic  

e ng a g e me nt, a nd  a  va rie ty o f mo d e s o f p ub lic  sto ryte lling  – fro m p la ys a nd  
p o e try re a d ing s to  music a l p e rfo rma nc e s a nd  mo vie s, a s we ll a s e d uc a tio na l 
a nd  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra mming , c o o king , fe stiva ls a nd  p a ra d e s, 
d e mo nstra tio ns (music , d a nc e , living  histo ry, the a tre , e tc .), c ultura l e ve nts, 
wo rksho p s, fa rme r’ s ma rke ts, c o nte sts, na ture -vie wing , a nd  g a rd e ning . 
Ma ximize  the  use  o f the  c ity skyline  a s a  b a c kd ro p  while  c re a ting  the se  
sp a c e s to  e nha nc e  the  visito r’ s c o nne c tio n with the  b ro a d e r Lo s Ang e le s 
sto ry. (Inte rp re ta tio n 8) 

 
• Pro vid e  le a rning  e xp e rie nc e s tha t e ng a g e  o ne  o r mo re  o f the  se nse s to  

e nha nc e  the  inte lle c tua l und e rsta nd ing  o f p a rk me ssa g e s. (Inte rp re ta tio n 17) 
 
• Cre a te  a  va rie ty o f visito r e xp e rie nc e s b y p ro vid ing  visito rs with p o sitive  

na tura l fra g ra nc e s a nd  so und s, suc h a s the  sc e nt o f la nd sc a p e  p la nting s a nd  
the  so und s o f b ird s a nd  wa te r. Co nsid e r b uffe ring  tra ffic  a nd  tra nsit line  no ise  
with a p p ro p ria te  ma te ria ls. (Ae sthe tic s 5) 

 
• Pa rkwid e  ve g e ta tio n ma na g e me nt sho uld  e sta b lish a  na tive  ve g e ta tio n 

fra me wo rk tha t e na b le s it to  b e c o me  p a rt o f the  re g io na l Lo s Ang e le s Rive r 
na tura l o pe n sp a c e  ne two rk a nd  sup p o rts the  Pa rk’ s c o nne c tivity g o a ls. The  
fra me wo rk sho uld  use  na tura listic  na tive  p la nt a sso c ia tio ns tha t will e mula te  
the  histo ric  la nd sc a p e  o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Ba sin a nd  p ro vid e  a  visua l id e ntity 
to  the  Pa rk. This fra me wo rk sho uld  a llo w sp e c ific  la nd sc a pe  tre a tme nts fo r 
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sp e c ific  a re a s o f the  Pa rk tha t wo uld  b e  c o mp a tib le  with the  o ve ra ll 
ve g e ta tio n c o nc e p t. (Na tura l 5) 

 
• De ve lo p  inte rp re ta tio n fo r p a rk visito rs e xp la ining  ho w no nna tive  sp e c ie s c a n 

a lte r a ll typ e s o f ve g e ta tio n c o mmunitie s. In a d d itio n, inte rp re ta tio n sho uld  
a d d re ss ho w no n-na tive  p la nts b e c o me  e sta b lishe d  in the  a b se nc e  o f a  
na tive  e c o syste m in a n urb a n e nviro nme nt. (Na tura l 15) 

 

• Exp lo re  o p p o rtunitie s to  link p e d e stria n a nd  c yc ling  tra ils within the  Pa rk with 
ne ig hb o rho o d  a nd  re g io na l tra nsp o rta tio n syste ms, inc lud ing  re g io na l tra ils. 
(Ac c e ss 3) 

 
• Exp lo re  o p p o rtunitie s to  p ro vid e  c o nve nie nt a nd  sa fe  p e d e stria n a nd  c yc ling  

a c c e ss thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk, with c o nne c tio ns fro m c o mmunitie s a lo ng  No rth 
Bro a d wa y. Co o rd ina te  with the  Me tro p o lita n Tra nsit Autho rity (MTA) to  
c o nsid e r p e d e stria n b rid g e  p o ssib ilitie s o ve r the  G o ld  Line  rig ht o f wa y. 
(Ac c e ss 4) 

 
Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive s:  
Visito rs will  
• Und e rsta nd  tha t the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r ha s sup p o rte d  fa milie s a nd  

c o mmunitie s - mig ra nts a nd  immig ra nts - fo r tho usa nd s o f ye a rs. 
 
• Re me mb e r tha t the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  C ity o f Lo s Ang e le s d e p e nd e d  o n 

the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r. 
 
• Ap p re c ia te  the  e ng ine e ring  a nd  la b o r it to o k to  c re a te  a nd  ma inta in the  

Za nja  Ma dre  a nd  the  wa te r whe e l in o rd e r to  d ive rt wa te r fro m the  Lo s 
Ang e le s Rive r. 

 
• G a in a  b e tte r und e rsta nd ing  o f the  imp o rta nc e  o f the  a re a ’ s ind ustria l 

histo ry. 
 
• Disc o ve r the  va rie ty o f ind ivid ua ls, c o mmunitie s, a nd  e ve nts tha t a re  

a sso c ia te d  with Lo s Ang e le s’  p a st. 
 
• Find  o ut ho w the  wo rld  ha s imp a c te d  Lo s Ang e le s, a nd  ho w Lo s Ang e le s ha s 

imp a c te d  the  wo rld . 
 
• De ve lo p  c o nne c tio ns to  the  p re -histo ry flo ra  a nd  fa una  fo und  in we tla nd  o r 

rip a ria n ha b ita ts ind ic a tive  o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r. 
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Inte rpre tive  The me s:  

Pe o p le s’  Histo ry 

Lo s Ang e le s’  sto ry o ve r the  pa st 10,000 p lus ye a rs e mb o die s the  strug g le s a nd 

triump hs o f its dive rse  re side nts a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 

Histo ry o f Pla c e  
The  mo ve me nt o f p e o p le  a nd p ro duc ts ha s e na b le d Lo s Ang e le s to  b e c o me  

the  me g a lo po lis it is to da y. 

 
Wa te r 
Wate r has p la ye d a n inte g ra l ro le  in the  g ro wth o f Lo s Ang e le s fro m the  Spa nish 

p e rio d to  the  p re se nt. 

 

Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: Flo w o f histo ry 
 

Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia :  
• Cre a te  a  time line  tha t c a p ture s the  va rie d  sto rie s o f ind ivid ua ls, c o mmunitie s, 

p la c e s, a nd  e ve nts tha t re p re se nt the  e thnic , c ultura l, la b o r, a nd  so c ia l 
histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s (i.e . Pe o p le s’  Histo ry). 

 
• Cre a te  p hysic a l c o nne c tio ns to  se rve  a s p o rta ls fro m the  p a rk to  surro und ing  

c o mmunity a nd  o the r Lo s Ang e le s c ultura l a nd  na tura l site s (i.e . linka g e s to  
o the r muse ums a nd  p a rks). 

 
• Co nstruc t a  vie wing  p la tfo rm with a  c le a r line  o f sig ht to  the  o rig ina l Za nja  

Ma dre  lo c a te d  ne a r the  p a rk’ s p e rime te r. 
 
• De ve lo p  a  re a listic  o r a rtistic  re p re se nta tio n o f the  o rig ina l Za nja  Ma dre  a nd  

wa te rwhe e l. 
 
• Cre a te  a  multi-se nso ry e xp e rie nc e  with a  va rie ty o f na tive  p la nts. 
 
• Pro d uc e  p ub lic a tio ns in a  va rie ty o f fo rma ts (se lf-g uid ing  b ro c hure , tra il 

g uid e , a c tivity b o o kle ts, a nd  so uve nir b o o kle t) in multip le  la ng ua g e s. 
 
• De ve lo p  inte ra c tive  vid e o  a nd  a ud io  g uid e s using  p o rta b le  d e vic e s (i.e . c e ll 

p ho ne s, iPo d s) 
 

Visitor Ac tivitie s:  
Se lf-g uid e d  a nd  g uid e d  wa lking  to urs. 
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Arc ha e olog y Disc ove ry Site s 
 
Arc ha e o lo g y p ro vid e s a  p hysic a l link to  the  p a st. A fe w a rtifa c ts a nd  fe a ture s 
ha ve  b e e n lo c a te d  a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk, re fle c ting  the  site 's use  a s 
a  ra ilro a d  sta tio n a nd  ya rd . Ho we ve r, ma ny o the r a rtifa c ts a nd  fe a ture s ha ve  
ye t to  b e  d isc o ve re d  a nd  a wa it future  inve stig a tio ns, inc lud ing  tho se  fro m the  
p re -ra ilro a d  e ra  o f the  Ca lifo rnia  Ind ia n, Sp a nish a nd  Me xic a n p e rio d s. Ne a rb y 
a rc ha e o lo g ic a l find s inc lud e  re mna nts o f the  histo ric  Za nja  Ma dre  lying  a  fe w 
ya rd s o utsid e  o f the  c urre nt p a rk b o und a rie s. 
 
The  re c o mme nd a tio n fo r Arc ha e o lo g y Disc o ve ry Site s a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  
Histo ric  Pa rk is b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 o f the  Pa rk’ s 
G e ne ra l Pla n. 
 
Guide line s for Inte rpre ta tion:  

• Exp lo re  the  p o ssib ilitie s fo r inte rp re ting  the  sub -surfa c e  c ultura l re so urc e s o f 
the  site ’ s tra nsp o rta tio n-e ra  pa st, thro ug h e xc a va tio n a nd  e xp o sure , a s we ll 
a s p ub lic a tio ns, p ub lic  p ro g ra ms, a nd  id e ntific a tio n ma rke rs. (Inte rp re ta tio n 
9) 

 

• Co nd uc t a rc ha e o lo g ic a l surve ys, site  re c o rd a tio n, te sting , a nd  e va lua tio n fo r 
c ultura l re so urc e s within the  Pa rk. No mina te  tho se  re so urc e s tha t ma y b e  
e lig ib le  fo r inc lusio n in the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s a nd / o r the  
Ca lifo rnia  Re g iste r o f Histo ric a l Re so urc e s. (Cultura l 1) 

 
• Esta b lish a c a d e mic  a nd  sc ho la rly p a rtne rship s a nd  e na b le  vo lunte e rs to  a ssist 

in c o nd uc ting  histo ric a l re se a rc h, a rc ha e o lo g ic a l fie ld wo rk, site  mo nito ring , 
a nd  inte rpre tive  p ro g ra ms. (Cultura l 4) 

 
• De ve lo p  c rite ria  fo r d e te rmining  whic h 

a rc ha e o lo g ic a l site s a nd  fe a ture s a re  
a p p ro p ria te  fo r o n-site  p ub lic  
inte rp re ta tio n thro ug h e xc a va tio n a nd  
e xp o sure . Assure  tha t suc h inte rp re tive  
p ro g ra ms b a la nc e  site  inte rp re ta tio n 
with p ro te c tio n a nd  p re se rva tio n a s 
d ire c te d  in De p a rtme nta l a nd  
p ro fe ssio na l g uid e line s fo r the  tre a tme nt 
o f c ultura l re so urc e s. (Cultura l 10) 

 
• Inte g ra te  p o te ntia l re c re a tio na l use s with o the r o p e ra tio na l fa c ilitie s to  e nsure  

tha t the  p la nning , d e sig n a nd  c o nstruc tio n p re se rve  a nd  e mp ha size  ke y 
e le me nts o f the  na tura l a nd  c ultura l e nviro nme nt. (Re c re a tio n 2) 
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Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive s:  
Visito rs will 
• Und e rsta nd  ho w wa te r p la ye d  a n vita l ro le  in the  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  a re a . 
 
• G a in a  b ro a d e r und e rsta nd ing  o f ho w the  ra ilro a d  c o ntrib ute d  to  the  g ro wth 

o f Lo s Ang e le s. 
 
• Be c o me  fa milia r with the  g e ne ra l la y-o ut o f the  la nd  d uring  the  ra ilro a d  e ra  

(lo c a tio n o f va rio us struc ture s a nd  tra c k) a nd  the  typ e s o f a c tivitie s tha t 
o c c urre d  the re . 

 
• Le a rn ho w the  Rive r Sta tio n se rve d  a s a  vita l tra nsp o rta tio n c e nte r fo r o ve r a  

c e ntury. 
• Re me mb e r tha t the  ra ilro a d  ya rd  b e c a me  so  d e ve lo p e d  tha t p a rt o f it ha d  

to  b e  mo ve d  to  wha t is no w Río  d e  Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Pa rk (Ta ylo r Ya rd ). 
 
• Ap p re c ia te  the  a mo unt o f ma nua l la b o r it to o k to  ke e p  the  ra ilro a d  ya rd  

func tio ning . 
 
• Und e rsta nd  the  imp o rta nc e  o f p re se rving  the  Pa rk’ s c ultura l re so urc e s. 
 

Inte rpre tive  The me s:  

Histo ry o f Pla c e : 
The  mo ve me nt o f p e o p le  a nd p ro duc ts ha s e na b le d Lo s Ang e le s to  b e c o me  

the  me g a lo po lis it is to da y. 

 
Wa te r: 
Wate r has p la ye d a n inte g ra l ro le  in the  g ro wth o f Lo s Ang e le s fro m the  Spa nish 

p e rio d to  the  p re se nt. 

 

Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: 1869-1991 
 
Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia :  
• Simula te  the  o rig ina l ra ilro a d  turnta b le , a llo wing  a  sing le  pe rso n to  turn the  

ta b le  with a  p o le . 
 
• Cre a te  re p lic a  a rc ha e o lo g ic a l d isc o ve ry site s, inc lud ing  so me  o f the  ke y 

fe a ture s still p re se rve d  und e rg ro und , like  the  Za nja  Ma d re , a s we ll a s 
a sso c ia te d  o b je c ts tha t ha ve  b e e n e xc a va te d . Lo c a te  the se  d isc o ve ry site s 
a s c lo se  to  the ir o rig ina l site s a s is fe a sib le . 
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• Pro vid e  inte rp re tive  p a ne ls tha t inc o rpo ra te  histo ric  p ho to g ra p hs d e p ic ting  
the  wo rke rs, p a sse ng e rs, fre ig ht, ra il c a rs, struc ture s, a nd  the  o ve ra ll ra il ya rd . 

 
 

 
 

• Pro d uc e  p rinte d  ma te ria ls to  e ng a g e  visito rs: se lf-g uid ing  b ro c hure ; “ tre a sure  
hunt”  typ e  ha nd -o ut fo r c hild re n; re p rint o f Sa nb o rn ma p (s). 

 
• Pub lish a n o ve rvie w o f the  c ultura l re so urc e s a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk 

d ire c te d  to wa rd  a n a d ult a ud ie nc e .   
 

Visitor Ac tivitie s: 

• Se lf-g uid e d  d isc o ve ry a re a s. 
 
• Sc ho o l c urric ulum inc o rp o ra te d  within Pa rk p ro g ra ms a nd  a c tivitie s. 
 
• Pro g ra ms fo r visito rs linke d  to  a nnua l “ Arc ha e o lo g y Mo nth”  in Ma y. 
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Storyte lling  Circ le s 

  
Sto ryte lling  is a  p o we rful me tho d  o f c o mmunic a tio n. Fo r ma ny c ulture s, it is the  
vita l link in p re se rving  tra d itio ns a nd  sig nific a nt me mo rie s. Sto ryte lling  c a n b e  
use d  a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk to  e nha nc e  a nd  p re se rve  the  d ive rse  
sto rie s o f the  c ity’ s ric h, c o mp le x, a nd  so me time s c o ntro ve rsia l he rita g e  a nd  to  
p ro vid e  p hysic a l a nd  visua l c o nne c tio ns with the  surro und ing  a re a  tha t re fle c t 
the se  uniq ue  sto rie s.  
 

The  re c o mme nd a tio n fo r sto ryte lling  c irc le s a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is 
b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 o f the  Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. 
 

Guide line s for Inte rpre ta tion: 

• Cre a te  sp a c e s thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk tha t fo ste r p e rso na l re fle c tio n, c ivic  
e ng a g e me nt, a nd  a  va rie ty o f mo d e s o f p ub lic  sto ryte lling  – fro m p la ys a nd  
p o e try re a d ing s to  music a l p e rfo rma nc e s a nd  mo vie s, a s we ll a s e d uc a tio na l 
a nd  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra mming , c o o king , fe stiva ls a nd  p a ra d e s, 
d e mo nstra tio ns (music , d a nc e , living  histo ry, the a tre , e tc .), c ultura l e ve nts, 
wo rksho p s, fa rme r’ s ma rke ts, c o nte sts, na ture -vie wing , a nd  g a rd e ning . 
Ma ximize  the  use  o f the  c ity skyline  a s a  b a c kd ro p  while  c re a ting  the se  
sp a c e s to  e nha nc e  the  visito r’ s c o nne c tio n with the  b ro a d e r Lo s Ang e le s 
sto ry. (Inte rp re ta tio n 8) 

 
• Id e ntify a re a s, re so urc e s, o r e ve nts in o r a ro und  the  Pa rk with p o te ntia l 

sig nific a nc e  to  Lo s Ang e le s thro ug h use  o f histo ric a l a c c o unts, o ra l histo ry 
inte rvie ws, a nd  o the r me a ns. Do c ume nt, re c o rd , a nd  inte rp re t the se  a re a s, 
re so urc e s, o r e ve nts. (Cultura l 6) 

 
• Re a c h a s ma ny visito rs a s p o ssib le  b y o ffe ring  multi-se nso ry a nd  multi-ling ua l 

inte rp re tive  o p p o rtunitie s in a  va rie ty o f lo c a tio ns a nd  se tting s thro ug ho ut the  
Pa rk. (Inte rp re ta tio n 4) 

 
• Esta b lish a  p ro g ra m to  p re se rve  a nd  inte rp re t the  p e rso na l sto rie s a nd  

e xp e rie nc e s o f the  p e o p le  a sso c ia te d  with the  pa rk’ s multi-fa c e te d  histo ry. 
Use  me tho d s suc h a s o ra l histo ry, writte n na rra tive s, a nd  p ho to g ra p hs, 
ma inta ining  a  c urre nt c o nta c t list. (Inte rp re ta tio n 24) 

 
• Co nd uc t re se a rc h o n the  Pa rk site ’ s histo ry a nd  its a sso c ia tio n with histo ric  

a c tivitie s, e ve nts, g ro up s, ind ivid ua ls, a nd  site s tha t re fle c t imp o rta nt tre nd s 
a nd  p e o p le s tha t ma ke  up  Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l sto ry. Fa c ilita te  o ng o ing  
re se a rc h a nd  inte rp re ta tio n o f the  Pa rk’ s c ultura l re so urc e s within the  b ro a d e r 
c o nte xt o f Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l histo ry.  (Cultura l 2) 
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• Co nd uc t o ra l histo rie s to  he lp  c a p ture  the  sto rie s a nd  e xp e rie nc e s o f tho se  
who  wo rke d  o r live d  a t o r ne a r the  site  a s we ll a s tho se  who  fo ug ht to  sa ve  
the  p ro p e rty fro m c o mme rc ia l d e ve lo p me nt.  (C ultura l 3) 

 

Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive s:  
Visito rs will  
• Be  a b le  to  le a rn a b o ut the  p e rso na l 

histo rie s a sso c ia te d  with the  p e o p le  o f 
Lo s Ang e le s, inc lud ing  the ir c o ntrib utio ns 
a nd  the  o b sta c le s the y ha ve  o ve rc o me  
o r still fa c e  (i.e . mig ra nts a nd  immig ra nts; 
se g re g a tio n; e ffe c ts o f the  G re a t 
De p re ssio n; the  Bra c e ro  Mo ve me nt; Zo o t 
Suit Rio ts; Chine se  Ma ssa c re ; WWI-
Ja p a ne se  Ame ric a ns d e p o rte d  to  
Ma nza na r; Cha ve z Ra vine ; Lo s Ang e le s 
Time s Bo mb ing ). 

 
• Ha ve  a n o p p o rtunity to  e ng a g e  with me mb e rs o f d iffe re nt c o mmunitie s tha t 

re p re se nt Lo s Ang e le s, inc lud ing  lo ng -time  re sid e ntia l c o mmunitie s (i.e . 
So la no  Ca nyo n Co mmunity, Willia m Me a d  Ho me s, a nd  Linc o ln He ig hts) a nd  
tho se  c o mmunitie s tha t ha ve  b e e n d e stro ye d / d isp la c e d  (i.e . Cha ve z Ra vine  
ne ig hb o rho o d  a nd  the  To ng va  villa g e  o f Ya ng -na ). 

 
• Disc o ve r wha t ha s b ro ug ht p e o p le  to  Lo s Ang e le s o ve r time , inc lud ing  the  

visito r’ s o wn sto ry. 
 
• Fe e l a  c o nne c tio n with the  p e o p le  a nd  histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s sto ry. 
 
• Re c o g nize  tha t the y a re  p a rt o f the  Lo s Ang e le s sto ry. 
 
• Be  p ro ud  o f the ir p e rso na l sto rie s. 
 
Inte rpre tive  The me s:  

Pe o p le s’  Histo ry 

Lo s Ang e le s’  sto ry o ve r the  pa st 10,000 p lus ye a rs e mb o die s the  strug g le s a nd 

triump hs o f its dive rse  re side nts a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 
Re c re a tio n: 
Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk p ro vide s a  uniq ue  p la c e  fo r re fle c tio n, re la xa tio n, 

re c re a tio n, re juve na tio n, a nd insp ira tio n. 
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Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: Flo w o f histo ry. 
 
Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia :  
• Sp e c ia l a re a s/ sp a c e s thro ug ho ut the  p a rk (with vie w o f sp e c ific  

c o mmunitie s, if p o ssib le ) to  fa c ilita te  sto ryte lling  a nd  re la te d  a c tivitie s fo r 
sma ll g ro up s (10-12 p e o p le ). Sto ryte lle rs c a n inc lud e  re sid e nts o f the  a re a , 
ro ving  inte rp re te rs, a nd  living  histo ry re -e na c to rs. 

 
• Sto ryte lling  C irc le  surfa c e s (b e nc he s, ta b le s, p a thwa ys, wa lls, she lte r 

struc ture s, e tc .) tha t c o nta in pe rso na l sto rie s. 
 
• Ele c tro nic  d e vic e s (p o rta b le  o r b uilt into  the  Sto ryte lling  C irc le s) tha t c o nta in 

d ive rse  p e rsp e c tive s a nd  p e rso na l sto rie s, with multi-ling ua l o p tio ns (i.e . a ud io  
a nd  vid e o ). 

 
• Printe d  ma te ria ls: sto ryte lling  c irc le s se lf-g uid ing  b ro c hure ; sto rie s o f LA 

so uve nir b o o kle t; a c tivity b o o kle ts. 
 

Visitor Ac tivitie s: 
• Pro g ra ms: sto ryte lling ; p up p e t sho ws; Ang e lino  fa mily re unio ns. 
 
• Wo rksho p s: c re a ting  fa mily g e ne a lo g ie s, c o lle c ting  o ra l histo rie s; writing  

p e rso na l sto rie s. 
 
• Ha nd s-o n Ac tivitie s: liste ning  to  writing , a nd  re a d ing  p e rso na l sto rie s.  
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Cultura l Ga rde ns 
 
G a rd e ns p ro vid e  multi-se nso ry e xp e rie nc e s tha t c a n b e  e njo ye d  b y a ll a g e s. 
Pla nts a nd  p la nting  te c hniq ue s tha t re fle c t the  multip le  la ye rs o f the  a re a ’ s 
c ultura l he rita g e  c a n b e  use d  to  c re a te  a  ric h p a le tte  tha t e nha nc e s visito r 
und e rsta nd ing  a nd  a p p re c ia tio n fo r the  d ive rse  p e o p le  o f Lo s Ang e le s. 
  
The  re c o mme nd a tio n fo r c ultura l g a rd e ns a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is 
b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 o f the  Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. 
 

Guide line s for Inte rpre ta tion:  

• Cre a te  sp a c e s thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk tha t fo ste r p e rso na l re fle c tio n, c ivic  
e ng a g e me nt, a nd  a  va rie ty o f mo d e s o f p ub lic  sto ryte lling  – fro m p la ys a nd  
p o e try re a d ing s to  music a l p e rfo rma nc e s a nd  mo vie s, a s we ll a s e d uc a tio na l 
a nd  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra mming , c o o king , fe stiva ls a nd  p a ra d e s, 
d e mo nstra tio ns (music , d a nc e , living  histo ry, the a tre , e tc .), c ultura l e ve nts, 
wo rksho p s, fa rme r’ s ma rke ts, c o nte sts, na ture -vie wing , a nd  g a rd e ning . 
Ma ximize  the  use  o f the  c ity skyline  a s a  b a c kd ro p  while  c re a ting  the se  
sp a c e s to  e nha nc e  the  visito r’ s c o nne c tio n with the  b ro a d e r Lo s Ang e le s 
sto ry. (Inte rp re ta tio n 8) 

 
• Allo w fo r sp e c ia lize d  la nd sc a p e  tre a tme nts in Pa rk Ele me nt a re a s (i.e . 

G a rd e n Op e n Sp a c e , Cultura l Ac tivitie s, Re c re a tio n Op e n Sp a c e ) tha t se rve  
inte rp re tive , c ultura l, o r re c re a tio n p urp o se s. Suc h la nd sc a p ing  sho uld  use  
no n-inva sive  ve g e ta tio n a nd  b e  c o mp a tib le  with the  o ve ra ll pa rkwid e  
ve g e ta tio n ma na g e me nt. (Na tura l 10) 

 
• Pro vid e  le a rning  e xp e rie nc e s tha t e ng a g e  o ne  o r mo re  o f the  se nse s to  

e nha nc e  the  inte lle c tua l und e rsta nd ing  o f p a rk me ssa g e s. (Inte rp re ta tio n 17) 
 
• Co nsid e r inte rp re ting  the  site ’ s a g ric ultura l p a st b y p ro vid ing  multi-se nso ry 

e xp e rie nc e s re la te d  to  the  g ro wing  o f fo o d . This c o uld  inc lud e  p ro g ra ms a nd  
fa c ilitie s tha t sup p o rt histo ric  me tho d s o f c ultiva ting  a nd  ha rve sting  c ro p s, a s 
we ll a s a  c o nte mp o ra ry fa rme r’ s ma rke t. (Inte rp re ta tio n 10) 

 
• Pro vid e  a  fle xib le  syste m o f o p e n sp a c e  o p p o rtunitie s tha t se rve  a  b ro a d  

c ro ss-se c tio n o f the  C ity’ s re sid e nts a nd  sta te wid e  visito rs. (Re c re a tio n 1) 
 
• Cre a te  a  va rie ty o f visito r e xp e rie nc e s b y p ro vid ing  visito rs with p o sitive  

na tura l fra g ra nc e s a nd  so und s, suc h a s the  sc e nt o f la nd sc a p e  p la nting s a nd  
the  so und s o f b ird s a nd  wa te r. Co nsid e r b uffe ring  tra ffic  a nd  tra nsit line  no ise  
with a p p ro p ria te  ma te ria ls a nd  te c hniq ue s (fo r e xa mp le , the  so und  o f 
c a sc a d ing  wa te r ma sking  unwa nte d  tra ffic  no ise ). (Ae sthe tic s 5) 
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• Co nd uc t re se a rc h o n the  Pa rk site ’ s histo ry a nd  its a sso c ia tio n with histo ric  
a c tivitie s, e ve nts, g ro up s, ind ivid ua ls, a nd  site s tha t re fle c t imp o rta nt tre nd s 
a nd  p e o p le s tha t ma ke  up  Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l sto ry. Fa c ilita te  o ng o ing  
re se a rc h a nd  inte rp re ta tio n o f the  Pa rk’ s c ultura l re so urc e s within the  b ro a d e r 
c o nte xt o f Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l histo ry. (Cultura l 2) 

 
• De ve lo p  inte rp re ta tio n fo r p a rk visito rs e xp la ining  ho w no nna tive  sp e c ie s c a n 

a lte r a ll typ e s o f ve g e ta tio n c o mmunitie s. In a d d itio n, inte rp re ta tio n sho uld  
a d d re ss ho w no n-na tive  p la nts b e c o me  e sta b lishe d  in the  a b se nc e  o f a  
na tive  e c o syste m in a n urb a n e nviro nme nt. (Na tura l 15) 

 

Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive s:  
Visito rs will  
• Be c o me  a wa re  o f the  p la nts a nd  tre e s tha t a re  na tive  to  the  a re a  a nd  the ir 

c o nne c tio n to  the  To ng va  c ulture . 
 
• Be  a b le  to  id e ntify the  flo ra  a nd  fa una  o f the  Pa rk a nd  the  surro und ing  a re a , 

inc lud ing  p la nts, inse c ts, b ird s, a nd  ma mma ls. 
 
• G a in a  b ro a d e r und e rsta nd ing  o f the  p la nts tha t ha ve  b e e n intro d uc e d  to  

the  a re a  a nd  the ir c o nne c tio n to  the  va rio us p e o p le  who  ha ve  mig ra te d  a nd  
immig ra te d  to  Lo s Ang e le s. 

 
• Disc o ve r the  va rie ty o f p la nts use d  to  c re a te  the  e thnic  fo o d s o f Lo s Ang e le s’  

va st c ulina ry p a le tte . 
 
• Pa rtic ipa te  in the  g ro wing , ha rve sting , p ro c e ssing  a nd  using  o f na tive  a nd  

imp o rte d  p la nts a nd  the ir a sso c ia te d  p ro d uc ts. 
 
• Be c o me  fa milia r with the  p la c e s in Lo s Ang e le s whe re  o the r na tive  p la nts 

a nd  c ultura l g a rd e ns c a n b e  fo und . 
 
• Ha ve  ha nd s-o n e xp e rie nc e s te nd ing  a g ric ultura l p la nts tha t a re  re la te d  

histo ric a lly to  the  site . 
 
• G a in a  b e tte r und e rsta nd ing  o f whe re  fo o d  c o me s fro m a nd  ho w it is g ro wn. 
 
• Be c o me  fa milia r with Lo s Ang e le s’  a g ric ultura l p a st (wine  a nd  o ra ng e  

ind ustrie s). 
 
• Le a rn a b o ut me tho d s the y c a n b e  p ra c tic e d  a t ho me  a nd  p ro g ra ms the y 

c a n p a rtic ip a te  in tha t a re  se nsitive  to  future  e c o lo g y a nd  wa te r 
c o nse rva tio n issue s. 
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Inte rpre tive  The me s: 

Histo ry o f Pla c e  
The  mo ve me nt o f p e o p le  a nd p ro duc ts ha s e na b le d Lo s Ang e le s to  b e c o me  

the  me g a lo po lis it is to da y. 

 

Enviro nme nta l Ac tio ns 
By the ir a c tio ns, p e o p le  ha ve  a ffe c te d Lo s Ang e le s b a sin’ s e nviro nme nt, 

imp a c ting  the  he a lth o f na tura l syste ms a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 
Re c re a tio n 
Fro m va st a re a s o f o p e n sp a c e  to  sma lle r po c ke ts o f intimate  spa c e , re c re a tio n 

in the  Pa rk c a n re p re se nt a n e xp re ssio n o f – a nd c o nne c tio n to  – c ultura l ide ntity 

a nd he rita g e . 

 
Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: Flo w o f histo ry 
 
Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia :  
• De mo nstra tio n g a rd e n c o nta ining  b o th na tive  p la nts a nd  p la nts intro d uc e d  

to  the  a re a  (inc lud ing  la b e ls). 
 
• Wa ysid e  p a ne ls inte rp re ting  the  c o nne c tio ns b e twe e n the  p la nts a nd  Lo s 

Ang e le s’  c ultura l he rita g e . 
 
• Printe d  ma te ria ls to  p ro vid e  a  se lf-g uid e d  to ur o f the  g a rd e n; so uve nir 

b o o kle t with c o lo r p ho to g ra p hs a nd  p la nt sto rie s/ re c ip e s b y mig ra nts a nd  
immig ra nts living  in the  surro und ing  c o mmunitie s; a c tivity b o o kle t fo r fa milie s. 

 
• Vine ya rd s, c itrus g ro ve , o rc ha rd s, a nd  c ro p s. 
 
• Re p re se nta tio n o f Za nja  Ma dre . 
 
Visitor Ac tivitie s:  
• Pro g ra ms ma y inc lud e  fo o d  p re p a ra tio n a nd  d e mo nstra tio ns, ta sting  using  

p la nts g ro wn in the  g a rd e n. 
 
• De mo nstra tio ns o f tra d itio na l use s o f p la nts. 
 
• Ha nd s-o n a c tivitie s d e sig ne d  sp e c ific a lly fo r c hild re n, te e ns, a d ults, a nd  

se nio rs re la te d  to  p ro p e r p la nt/ g a rd e n c a re  a nd  ma inte na nc e . 
Info rma l/ c a sua l wa lk in the  g a rd e n; p ho to g ra p hy; d ra wing / p a inting ; na ture  
stud y. 

 
• Ha nd s-o n a c tivitie s tha t use  he irlo o m se e d s a nd  p la nting  te c hniq ue s 

re p re se nting  the  a re a ’ s e a rly a g ric ultura l p e rio d . 
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Multi- purpose  Outdoor Cla ssroom/ Amphithe a te r 

 
Outd o o r c la ssro o ms a llo w visito rs to  c o me  into  d ire c t c o nta c t with the ir 
e nviro nme nt. A multi-p urp o se  o utd o o r c la ssro o m/ a mp hithe a te r a t Lo s Ang e le s 
Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk will p ro vid e  a  fle xib le  fa c ility tha t c a n sup p o rt la rg e  g ro up s o f 
p e o p le  fo r a  va rie ty o f p ro g ra ms within the  b a c kd ro p  o f c o nte mp o ra ry, histo ric , 
a nd  na tura l surro und ing s tha t re fle c t the  b ro a d e r Lo s Ang e le s sto ry. 
 
Re c o mme nd a tio n fo r a  multi-p urp o se  o utd o o r c la ssro o m/ a mp hithe a te r a t Lo s 
Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 
o f the  Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. 
 
Guide line s for Inte rpre ta tion:  

• Cre a te  sp a c e s thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk tha t fo ste r p e rso na l re fle c tio n, c ivic  
e ng a g e me nt, a nd  a  va rie ty o f mo d e s o f p ub lic  sto ryte lling  – fro m p la ys a nd  
p o e try re a d ing s to  music a l p e rfo rma nc e s a nd  mo vie s, a s we ll a s e d uc a tio na l 
a nd  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra mming , c o o king , fe stiva ls a nd  p a ra d e s, 
d e mo nstra tio ns (music , d a nc e , living  histo ry, the a tre , e tc .), c ultura l e ve nts, 
wo rksho p s, fa rme r’ s ma rke ts, c o nte sts, na ture -vie wing , a nd  g a rd e ning . 
Ma ximize  the  use  o f the  c ity skyline  a s a  b a c kd ro p  while  c re a ting  the se  
sp a c e s to  e nha nc e  the  visito r’ s c o nne c tio n with the  b ro a d e r Lo s Ang e le s 
sto ry. (Inte rp re ta tio n 8) 

 
• Use  a  ho listic  inte rp re tive  p la nning  a p p ro a c h fo r the  site  tha t c o nne c ts the  

inte rp re tive  the me s a nd  me ssa g e s o f the  Pa rk with the  c re a tive  use  o f o p e n 
sp a c e . De ve lo p  o utd o o r inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s tha t c a n se rve  a s multi-use  
a re a s to  re d uc e  d e ve lo p me nt o f the  Pa rk’ s o p e n sp a c e . De te rmine  the  
sp e c ific  ne e d s fo r the  Pa rk’ s inte rp re tive  se rvic e s tha t re q uire  ind o o r sp a c e . 
G e ne ra l ne e d s ma y inc lud e  sp a c e  fo r: e xhib its, e xhib it fa b ric a tio n a nd  
sto ra g e ; muse um c o lle c tio ns, o ffic e s, me e ting s, wo rksho p s, c o nfe re nc e s, 
le c ture s, a nd  tra ining ; lib ra ry a nd  re se a rc h a re a s; inte rp re tive  p ro g ra m 
sup p lie s a nd  e q uip me nt a nd  a n a lte rna tive  lo c a tio n fo r o utd o o r inte rp re tive  
p ro g ra ms d uring  inc le me nt we a the r. (Inte rp re ta tio n 15) 

 
• Pro vid e  visito r use  fa c ilitie s tha t o ffe r the  o p p o rtunity fo r d ive rse  visito r 

e xp e rie nc e s. Fa c ilitie s will b e  p la c e d  to  ma ximize  visito r a nd  sta ff use  while  
minimizing  ne g a tive  e ffe c ts o n vie wshe d s, c ultura l o r na tura l re so urc e s, o r 
use r c o nflic ts. (Fa c ilitie s 1) 

 
• Pro vid e  a  fle xib le  syste m o f o p e n sp a c e  o p p o rtunitie s tha t se rve  a  b ro a d  

c ro ss-se c tio n o f the  C ity’ s re sid e nts a nd  sta te wid e  visito rs. (Re c re a tio n 1) 
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• Re a c h a s ma ny visito rs a s p o ssib le  b y o ffe ring  multi-se nso ry a nd  multi-ling ua l 
inte rp re tive  o p p o rtunitie s in a  va rie ty o f lo c a tio ns a nd  se tting s thro ug ho ut the  
Pa rk. (Inte rp re ta tio n 4) 

 
• De ve lo p  p ro g ra ms a nd  p a rtne rship s with lo c a l sc ho o ls, yo uth g ro up s, 

c o lle g e s, a nd  unive rsitie s tha t a re  in a lig nme nt with sta te  e d uc a tio na l 
sta nd a rd s a nd  the  p a rk’ s sig nific a nt re so urc e s.  (Inte rp re ta tio n 20) 

 
• De ve lo p  a nd  stre ng the n p a rtne rship s a nd  re la tio nship s with lo c a l p a rk 

d e p a rtme nts, muse ums, c ultura l institutio ns a nd  o the r p ub lic  institutio ns to  
e nc o ura g e  c o lla b o ra tio n to  d e ve lo p  inte rp re tive  fa c ilitie s a nd  p ro g ra ms tha t 
me e t the  ne e d s o f the  a re a ’ s re sid e nts a nd  tho se  o f o the r Ca lifo rnia ns, a nd  
tha t c o mp le me nt o r e nha nc e  e xisting  fa c ilitie s a nd  p ro g ra ms in the  Lo s 
Ang e le s a re a . (Inte rp re ta tio n 13) 

 
Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive s:  
Visito rs will 
• Be  a b le  to  e njo y a n a rra y o f p e rfo rma nc e s re p re se nting  the  a rts a nd  c ulture  

o f Lo s Ang e le s. 
 
• Le a rn a b o ut the  e vo lutio n o f Lo s Ang e le s’  uniq ue  a rts a nd  c ulture . 
 
• Be  a b le  to  a tte nd  a  va rie ty o f inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms tha t will a c q ua int the m 

with the  uniq ue  histo ry o f the  site  a nd  o f the  re g io n. 
 
• Pa rtic ipa te  in multi-institutio n p re se nta tio ns to  e nc o ura g e  c o mmunity 

p a rtic ipa tio n a nd  inc re a se  lo c a l a wa re ne ss o f c urre nt issue s. 
 
• Be ne fit fro m institutio na l p a rtne rship s tha t utilize  the  fa c ility fo r tra ining  

p re se nte rs, te a c he rs, a rtists a nd  stud e nts.  
 

Inte rpre tive  The me : 

Pe o p le s’  Histo ry 
Lo s Ang e le s’  sto ry o ve r the  pa st 10,000 p lus ye a rs e mb o die s the  strug g le s a nd 

triump hs o f its dive rse  re side nts a nd c o mmunitie s. 

 

Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: Flo w o f histo ry. 
 
Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia :  
• Se a ting  fo r vie wing  o f the  No rth Bro a d wa y/ Bue na  Vista  Brid g e  a nd  

d o wnto wn c ity skyline . 
 
• Outd o o r surfa c e s a nd / o r a re a s fo r te mp o ra ry a nd  p e rma ne nt e xhib it 

insta lla tio ns re fle c ting  the  a rts a nd  c ulture  o f Lo s Ang e le s. 
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Visitor Ac tivitie s:  
• Pro g ra ms: mo vie s/ film, live  the a te r/ p la ys, lo c a l sc ho o l the a tric a l p ro d uc tio ns, 

music a l c o nc e rts, a nd  p o e try re a d ing s fe a turing  Lo s Ang e le s a nd  its p e o p le  
a s the  p rima ry sub je c t. 

 
• Wo rksho p s, d e mo nstra tio ns, a nd  le c ture s re la te d  to  the  a re a ’ s a rts a nd  

c ulture  (i.e . mura ls, Ca lifo rnia  music , Lo s Ang e le s’  film histo ry). 
 
• Sp e c ia l c hild re n’ s p ro g ra mming . 
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Worke rs’ Pla za  – Ce le bra tion Are a s 

 
Are a s tha t p ro vid e  c o nne c tio ns b e twe e n c ultura l he rita g e  a nd  re c re a tio n c a n 
p ro vid e  e nha nc e d  visito r e xp e rie nc e . A p a rk-like  se tting  mo d e le d  a fte r a n 
histo ric  o ne  use d  b y ra ilro a d  wo rke rs d uring  the ir b re a ks will c re a te  a  se nse  o f 
c o nne c tio n with visito rs who  a re  a lso  o n a  b re a k – whe the r it b e  a  lunc h b re a k 
fro m the  d o wnto wn o ffic e , a  b re a k fro m ho me wo rk, o r a  va c a tio n fo r o ut-o f-
to wn g ue sts. La rg e r a re a s will p ro vid e  o p e n sp a c e  fo r sp o nta ne o us a c tivitie s 
suc h a s p la ying , p ic knic king , o r just ro a ming  o ve r the  la nd sc a p e  – a s we ll a s fo r 
inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms a nd  e ve nts. 
  
Re c o mme nd a tio n fo r a  Wo rke rs’  Pla za  a nd  c e le b ra tio n a re a s a t Lo s Ang e le s 
Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 o f the  
Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. 
 

Guide line s for Inte rpre ta tion: 

• De ve lo p  visito r use  fa c ilitie s to  a c c o mmo d a te  c ha ng ing  visito r use s a nd  
a c c e ssib ility ne e d s, p o p ula tio n d e mo g ra p hic s, a nd  inc re a se s in visita tio n. 
(Fa c ilitie s 4) 

 
• Use  the  mo st c urre nt sub je c t ma tte r re se a rc h a nd  inte rp re tive  te c hniq ue s to  

p ro vid e  o p p o rtunitie s fo r inc re a sing  the  visito rs’  kno wle d g e  a nd  a p p re c ia tio n 
o f the  sig nific a nt c ultura l re so urc e s o f the  re g io n. (Inte rp re ta tio n 1)  

 
• Exp lo re  the  p o ssib ilitie s fo r inte rp re ting  the  sub -surfa c e  histo ry o f the  site ’ s 

tra nsp o rta tio n-e ra  p a st, thro ug h e xc a va tio n a nd  e xp o sure , a s we ll a s 
p ub lic a tio ns, p ub lic  p ro g ra ms, a nd  id e ntific a tio n ma rke rs. (Inte rp re ta tio n 9) 

 
• Co nd uc t re se a rc h o n the  Pa rk site ’ s histo ry a nd  its a sso c ia tio n with histo ric  

a c tivitie s, e ve nts, g ro up s, ind ivid ua ls, a nd  site s tha t re fle c t imp o rta nt tre nd s 
a nd  p e o p le s tha t ma ke  up  Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l sto ry. Fa c ilita te  o ng o ing  
re se a rc h a nd  inte rp re ta tio n o f the  Pa rk’ s c ultura l re so urc e s within the  b ro a d e r 
c o nte xt o f Lo s Ang e le s’  c ultura l histo ry.  (Cultura l 2) 

 
Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive (s):  
Visito rs will 
• Be  a b le  to  re la x in a n a re a  simila r to  the  o ne  e a rly ra ilro a d  wo rke rs use d  to  

ta ke  the ir b re a ks. 
 
• Be c o me  fa milia r with Lo s Ang e le s’  ra ilro a d  wo rke rs a nd  the ir jo b s. 
 
• Be  invite d  to  p a rtic ip a te  in o r o b se rve  va rio us typ e s o f re c re a tio na l a c tivitie s 

a nd  p a stime s a sso c ia te d  with Lo s Ang e le s’  d ive rse  e thnic  g ro up s o ve r time .  
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Inte rpre tive  The me :  

Re c re a tio n 

Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk p ro vide s a  uniq ue  p la c e  fo r re fle c tio n, re la xa tio n, 

re c re a tio n, re juve na tio n, a nd insp ira tio n. 

 
Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: c irc a  1895 
 

Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia :  
• Re -c re a te  c irc a  1895 p a rk-like  la nd sc a pe  d e ve lo p e d  d uring  the  site ’ s e a rly 

ra ilro a d  e ra  fo r the  ra ilro a d  wo rke rs. 
 
• Inte rp re tive  p a ne l(s) o r o the r me d ia  (e .g . tile s) with histo ric  p ho to g ra p hs 

d e p ic ting  the  p a rk-like  se tting . 
 

Visitor Ac tivitie s: 
• Pic nic  a re a  within a n histo ric -typ e  la nd sc a p e . 
 
• De mo nstra tio ns/ ha nd s-o n p e rio d  p a stime s (music , g a me s, e tc .). 
 
• Sto ryte lling  b y ro ving  inte rp re te rs o r living  histo ry re -e na c to rs. 
 
Spa c e  for othe r Ac tivitie s: 

• Open space for spontaneous activities such as playing games. 
 

• Open space to serve as celebration areas for interpretive programs and events. 
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Pe de stria n Bridg e  

  
Fo o t b rid g e s p ro vid e  a  p hysic a l link b e twe e n p la c e s a nd  a llo w e le va te d  
va nta g e  p o ints b y whic h p e o p le  c a n e xp lo re  the ir surro und ing s.  A p e d e stria n 
b rid g e  a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk c a n c re a te  c o nne c tio ns b e twe e n 
visito rs a nd  the  site ’ s fo rme r ra il ya rd  wo rke rs a s the y tra ve rse d  a  simila r ra ise d  
wa lkwa y while  o ffe ring  e nha nc e d  vista s a nd  e xp e rie nc e s a s o ne  is susp e nd e d  
a b o ve  the  g ro und . 
  
Re c o mme nd a tio n fo r a  p e d e stria n b rid g e  a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk is 
b a se d  o n the  fo llo wing  G uid e line s fro m Cha p te r 4 o f the  Pa rk’ s G e ne ra l Pla n. 
 
Guide line s for Inte rpre ta tion: 

• Use  the  mo st c urre nt sub je c t ma tte r re se a rc h a nd  inte rp re tive  te c hniq ue s to  
p ro vid e  o p p o rtunitie s fo r inc re a sing  the  visito rs’  kno wle d g e  a nd  a p p re c ia tio n 
o f the  sig nific a nt c ultura l re so urc e s o f the  re g io n. (Inte rp re ta tio n 1) 

 
• Pro vid e  me a ning ful inte rp re ta tio n tha t inc o rp o ra te s multip le  p e rsp e c tive s, 

inc lud ing  tho se  o f the  p a rk visito r. (Inte rp re ta tio n 2) 
 
• Exp lo re  the  p o ssib ilitie s fo r inte rp re ting  the  sub -surfa c e  histo ry o f the  site ’ s 

tra nsp o rta tio n-e ra  p a st, thro ug h e xc a va tio n a nd  e xp o sure , a s we ll a s 
p ub lic a tio ns, p ub lic  p ro g ra ms, a nd  id e ntific a tio n ma rke rs. (Inte rp re ta tio n 9) 

 
• Id e ntify a re a s, re so urc e s, o r e ve nts in o r a ro und  the  Pa rk with p o te ntia l 

sig nific a nc e  to  Lo s Ang e le s thro ug h use  o f histo ric a l a c c o unts, o ra l histo ry 
inte rvie ws, a nd  o the r me a ns.  Do c ume nt, re c o rd , a nd  inte rp re t the se  a re a s, 
re so urc e s, o r e ve nts. (Cultura l 6) 

 
• Cre a te  a  se nse  o f e ntry a nd  a rriva l a t the  Pa rk. Pro vid e  e a sily a c c e ssib le  

o rie nta tio n a nd  info rma tio n tha t will p e rmit visito rs to  c ho o se  fro m a  ra ng e  o f 
a va ila b le  p a rk e xp e rie nc e s. (Ac c e ss 1) 

 
• Esta b lish a c c e ss p o ints into  the  Pa rk a nd  d e ve lo p  d e sig n sta nd a rd s fo r the se  

“ g a te wa y”  a re a s tha t will c re a te  a  se nse  o f a rriva l a nd  e sta b lish a n initia l 
id e ntity a nd  se nse  o f p la c e  fo r the  Pa rk. De sig n sta nd a rd s a nd  g uid e line s fo r 
a c c e ss p o ints sho uld  d isting uish p rima ry a nd  se c o nd a ry g a te wa ys. 
(Ae sthe tic s 4)  

 
• Exp lo re  o p p o rtunitie s to  p ro vid e  c o nve nie nt a nd  sa fe  p e d e stria n a nd  c yc ling  

a c c e ss thro ug ho ut the  Pa rk, with c o nne c tio ns fro m c o mmunitie s a lo ng  No rth 
Bro a d wa y. Co o rd ina te  with the  Me tro p o lita n Tra nsit Autho rity (MTA) to  
c o nsid e r p e d e stria n b rid g e  p o ssib ilitie s o ve r the  G o ld  Line  rig ht o f wa y. 
(Ac c e ss 4) 
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Inte rpre tive  Obje c tive (s):  
Visito rs will 
• Ha ve  a n e le va te d  vie w a nd  e xp e rie nc e  a b o ve  the  Pa rk. 
 
• Und e rsta nd  tha t a  ra ise d  wa lkwa y o nc e  p ro vid e d  wo rke rs sa fe  a c c e ss to  a nd  

fro m No rth Bro a d wa y whe n the  site  wa s a  ra il ya rd . 
 
• Ap p re c ia te  the  a re a ’ s lo ng  use  a s a  tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  rive r c o rrid o r. 
 

Inte rpre tive  The me :  

Histo ry o f Pla c e  

The  mo ve me nt o f p e o p le  a nd p ro duc ts ha s e na b le d Lo s Ang e le s to  b e c o me  

the  me g a lo po lis it is to da y. 

 

Inte rpre tive  Pe riod: c irc a  1880s-1920s 

       
 

Inte rpre tive  Me thods a nd Me dia : 

• Cre a te  a  ra ise d  wa lkwa y simila r to  o ne  b uilt d uring  the  site ’ s ra ilro a d  p e rio d . 
 
• Inte rp re tive  p a ne ls d e p ic t the  site ’ s histo ric  a nd  p re -histo ric  “ la ye rs”  a s a  

tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  rive r c o rrid o r (histo ric  ima g e s a nd  a c c o unts o ve r time ; 
g e o g ra p hic  a nd  na tura l fe a ture s). 

 
• Inte rp re tive  ma rke rs o r a p p ro p ria te  la nd sc a p e  tre a tme nt will d e no te  the  

lo c a tio n o f o rig ina l wa lkwa y’ s p ylo ns tha t still e xist b e ne a th the  g ro und .  
 

Visitor Ac tivitie s: 

• Ga te wa y a nd  initia l o rie nta tio n to  p a rk o r to  the  a d ja c e nt ne ig hb o rho o d s. 
 
• Physic a l c o nne c tio n to  No rth Bro a d wa y sid e  o f the  Pa rk. 
 
• Ove rlo o k the  e ntire  p a rk a nd  surro und ing  ne ig hb o rho o d s. 
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Sa fe ty a nd Se c urity 

Eve ry p ub lic  institutio n o r p a rk ha s se c urity ne e d s tha t e ffe c t a nd  a re  a ffe c te d  
b y its surro und ing s a nd  usa g e . In a  hig hly urb a nize d  a re a  like  tha t surro und ing  
Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk, it is c ruc ia l to  d e vo te  time  a nd  e ffo rt to  p la nning  
fo r the  sa fe ty o f the  visito rs, vo lunte e rs, a nd  sta ff tha t will b e  o n this site . A stro ng  
c o nsid e ra tio n will b e  fo r the  se c urity o f the  b uild ing s, struc ture s, d isp la ys, a nd  
a rtifa c ts o r e q uip me nt tha t ma y b e  use d  o r sto re d  ne a rb y. 
 
Site  sa fe ty will ne e d  to  inte g ra te  ma ny inte rna l a nd  e xte rna l c o nc e rns, no t 
limite d  to  the  fo llo wing : 
 

• Sa fe ty o f visito rs; wa rning  o r d ire c tio na l sig na g e , ha za rd  id e ntific a tio n a nd  
a b a te me nt, c hild  sa fe ty a nd  a c c e ssib ility. Fa c ilitie s will b e  d e sig ne d  fo r 
unive rsa l a c c e ss. 

 
• Sa fe ty o f vo lunte e rs a nd  sta ff; sa fe  wo rkp la c e  p ra c tic e s, p ro p e r tra ining , 

a d e q ua te  mo nito ring  a nd  c le a rly p o ste d  e me rg e nc y p ro c e d ure s. 
 

• Sa fe ty o f c o mmunity; no  ha ve ns o r hid e -o uts fo r und e sira b le  b e ha vio r, 
p ro p e r p o sting  o f a ny ne c e ssa ry c o d e s o f c o nd uc t, c le a rly d e fine d  p a rk 
b o und a rie s, p a tro ls, ne ig hb o rho o d  wa tc h a nd  e me rg e nc y re sp o nse  
p ro c e d ure s p la nne d  with lo c a l a g e nc ie s. 

 
• Sa fe ty o f b uild ing s, struc ture s a nd  e q uip me nt; g ra ffiti a b a te me nt-p e rha p s 

utilizing  p ro g ra ms a lre a d y c ho se n b y lo c a l a utho ritie s, se c urity lig hting  a nd  
a la rm te c hno lo g y, p ro p e r fe nc ing , lo w-p ro file  va lua b le s sto ra g e  o r d isp la y 
a nd  the  p o ssib ility o f o n-site  o r ne a rb y ra ng e r ho using . 

 
• Sa fe ty o f a rtifa c ts a nd / o r histo ric  d o c ume nta tio n; p ro p e r me tho d s o f 

sto ring  a nd  d isp la ying  muse um o b je c ts in a c c o rd a nc e  with Sta te  Pa rks 
muse um c o lle c tio ns p o lic ie s a nd  pra c tic e s.  
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Inte rpre tive  Conne c tivity Ma p – se e  inse rt from PDF file  
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5. INTERPRETIVE SUSTAINABILITY 
 
Volunte e r Involve me nt 
Vo lunte e rs b ring  d e d ic a tio n, inte re st a nd  e xp e rtise  to  a  p a rk. The  kind s o f 
e nric hme nt tha t a n a c tive , multi-inte re st vo lunte e r p ro g ra m p ro vid e s c a n ma ke  
the  p a rk e xp e rie nc e  wo nd e rful fo r visito r, sta ff a nd  c o mmunity a like . In a  wid e -
sp re a d  urb a n a re a  like  Lo s Ang e le s, it is c ritic a l to  we lc o me  c o mmunity 
me mb e rs a nd  g ro up s fro m a c ro ss the  re g io n a nd  invite  the m to  wo rk with Sta te  
Pa rks fo r the  b e tte rme nt o f a ll. 
 
Pote ntia l Job De sc riptions for Volunte e rs 

Re se a rc he r Info rma tio n o n the  p a rk site  will b e  furthe r e nha nc e d  b y re se a rc he rs 
who  will d e lve  into  the  stud y o f the  histo ry a nd  o f the  a re a  a nd  its surro und ing  
e nviro nme nts. Inve stig a tio ns a t lib ra rie s a nd  a rc hive s will re se a rc h a  wid e  a rra y 
o f to p ic s to  he lp  sup p o rt the  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  inte rp re ta tio n o f the  p a rk. 
 
Write r a nd  Pho to g ra p he r Vo lunte e rs with the  urg e  to  c re a te  ma y ha ve  a  sp e c ia l 
o p p o rtunity in the  p a rk. Kno wle d g e a b le , c re a tive  p e o p le  will b e  ne e d e d  to  
a ssist with d o c ume nting  c ha ng e s, d e ve lo p ing  ne w ma te ria ls a nd  p ro vid ing  
e xc iting  pe rsp e c tive s in a  va rie ty o f p ro je c ts. A sp e c ia l ne e d  is p ho to s o r vid e o s 
o f e d uc a tio na l p ro g ra ms a nd  sp e c ia l e ve nts.   
 
La ng ua g e  Tra nsla to rs Vo lunte e rs will b e  c ritic a l fo r ma king  the  p a rk a nd  its histo ry 
a va ila b le  to  visito rs fro m a ro und  the  wo rld . Orig ina l histo ric  d o c ume nts will ne e d  
to  b e  tra nsla te d  into  Eng lish, a nd  p a rk info rma tio n will b e  tra nsla te d  into  ma ny 
la ng ua g e s. In a d d itio n to  b a sic  sig ns, b ro c hure s a nd  o the r writte n info rma tio n 
will b e  ne e d s fo r inte rp re te rs fo r to urs a nd  p re se nta tio ns, to  ma ke  this Pa rk a n 
info rma tive  a nd  we lc o ming  e xp e rie nc e  fo r a ll. 
 
Ora l Histo ry Co lle c to r Vo lunte e rs will he lp  to  se e k o ut p e rso na l histo rie s o f p e o p le  
who  e xp e rie nc e d  a  time  p e rio d  o r sp e c ific  e ve nt re la te d  to  the  p a rk’ s the me s. 
Vid e o  o r a ud io  re c o rd ing s o f re c o lle c tio ns will b e  use d  to  fo rm a  c o nne c tio n 
with the  pa rk a nd  the  p a st. Sp e c ia l tra ining  a nd  a ssista nc e  will b e  p ro vid e d  to  
vo lunte e rs.  
 
Visito r Se rvic e  Vo lunte e r Und e r sta ff d ire c tio n, vo lunte e rs will wo rk d ire c tly with 
the  p ub lic . Dutie s ma y inc lud e  sta ffing  the  Visito r Ce nte r, to urs, o n site  a nd  o ff 
site , ta lks, sto ryte lling , living  histo ry, d e mo nstra tio ns a nd  sp e c ia l e ve nts. 
Vo lunte e rs ma y p re se nt histo ric  c ra fts, a rt e xp e rie nc e s, e xp re ssing  the  wo rd s a nd  
id e a s o f histo ric  fig ure s o r a c q ua inting  visito rs with the  c ultura l ric hne ss o f the  
re g io n. All a re  p o ssib ilitie s to  e xp lo re .  
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Tra il Le a d e r Gro up s will b e  le d  o n the  Rive r to  C ity Tra il a nd  o the r ro ute s b y Tra il 
Le a d e rs. The se  vo lunte e rs will b e  tra ine d  o n the  histo ry o f the  site  a nd  in me tho d s 
fo r p re se nting  tha t info rma tio n to  the  p ub lic . The y will wo rk mo stly in the  
o utd o o rs; g e t to  e njo y sc e ne ry a nd  the  c ha ng ing  se a so ns first ha nd . Aud ie nc e s 
will va ry fro m sc ho o l g ro up s to  fo re ig n d ig nita rie s a nd  fro m lo c a l c o mmunity 
g ro up s to  first-time  visito rs.  
 
Tria l Ma ke rs The se  d o c e nts will he lp  ma inta in tra ils thro ug ho ut the  p a rk, a nd  will 
wo rk with Sta te  Pa rks sta ff to  he lp  ke e p  the m a t the ir b e st. C o nstruc tio n, histo ry 
a nd  b o ta ny a re  a ll a re a s tha t will b e  e xp lo re d  b y this te a m. Na tive  p la nt 
re sto ra tio n a nd  inva sive  p la nt re mo va l will b e  o n-g o ing  p ro g ra ms tha t will b e  
inte g ra te d  with o the r c o mmunity e ffo rts to  re sto re  the  g re e n sp a c e  b y the  Lo s 
Ang e le s Rive r. 
 
Vo lunte e r Pa tro l Vo lunte e rs will wo rk c lo se ly with Sta te  Pa rk sta ff me mb e rs to  
he lp  ma inta in a  p le a sa nt a nd  sa fe  e nviro nme nt fo r visito rs, vo lunte e rs a nd  sta ff 
a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk. Sp e c ia lize d  tra ining  a nd  a c tive  sta ff sup p o rt 
will b e  o ffe re d  to  the se  vo lunte e rs, who  will b e  the  frie nd ly, re a ssuring  fa c e  tha t 
the  c o mmunity will se e  in the  p a rk. 
 
Sc ho o l G ro up  o r Child re n’ s Ac tivitie s Vo lunte e r Eithe r o n site  o r in the  c la ssro o m, 
vo lunte e rs will he lp  to  inc re a se  a  se nse  o f c o mmunity in o ur future  c itize ns 
thro ug h a rt a nd  c ra ft p ro je c ts, inte re sting  histo ric  a c tivitie s a nd  ke e p -yo ur-
se nse s-a wa re  wa lks tha t re p re se nt the  p a rk. The se  a c tivitie s will b e  sup p o rte d  
with sp e c ia lize d  tra ining  fo r sc ho o l p ro g ra m p re se nte rs to  sup p o rt e d uc a tio na l 
c o nte nt sta nd a rd s a nd  sp e c ia lly-d e sig ne d  c o ntinuing  tra ining  to  ke e p  
p a rtic ipa nts a c tive , inte re ste d  a nd  e ng a g e d . Ba c kg ro und  c he c ks will b e  
re q uire d  fo r vo lunte e rs wo rking  with c hild re n. 
 
Ad vo c a te  Ad vo c a te s sup p o rt the  Pa rk b y a tte nd ing  p ub lic  me e ting s tha t wo uld  
b e  p e rtine nt to  issue s c o nne c te d  to  the  o p e ra tio ns o f Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  
Pa rk. Vo lunte e rs will b e  ne e d e d  to  a tte nd  lo c a l p la nning  me e ting s, a nd  to  
c o mmunic a te  with the  p a rk ma na g e me nt to  p ro vid e  p la nning  up d a te s. 
Ind ivid ua ls sho uld  b e  a va ila b le  to  a tte nd  a t le a st o ne  p la nning  me e ting  a  
mo nth in o rd e r to  he lp  the  p a rk sta y in c lo se  c o nta c t with the  lo c a l c o mmunitie s. 
 
We b ma ste r Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk A c o mp ute r-lite ra te  vo lunte e r will 
he lp  mo nito r a nd  imp ro ve  the  p a rk’ s p re se nc e  o n the  We b . We b site  c re a tio n 
a nd  re vie w, Po d c a sts, Po we rPo int slid e sho ws, we b c a ms a nd  o the r te c hno lo g ie s 
will b e  use d  b y the  vo lunte e r to  a ssure  a  p re se nc e  in the  wo rld  a re na  o f 
info rma tio n. 
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Coope ra ting  Assoc ia tions a nd Othe r Pa rtne rships 
Co o p e ra ting  a sso c ia tio ns a re  no n-p ro fit o rg a niza tio ns d e d ic a te d  to  e nha nc ing  
the  e d uc a tio na l a nd  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms in Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks. The  ro le  o f a  
c o o p e ra ting  a sso c ia tio n is to  p ro vid e  sup p o rt a nd  fund ing  to  a  Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  
Pa rk’ s a c tivitie s. The  sta te  p a rk re ta ins its ro le  o ve r pa rk o p e ra tio ns a nd  
ma na g e me nt. Fo r the  lo ng -te rm susta ina b ility o f the  re la tio nship  b e twe e n a  
c o o p e ra ting  a sso c ia tio n a nd  Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rk, b o th e ntitie s must a c tive ly 
e ng a g e  in o p e n a nd  re g ula r c o mmunic a tio n. 
 
The  c re a tio n o f a  c o o p e ra ting  a sso c ia tio n fo r Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk 
wo uld  b e ne fit the  Pa rk’ s inte rp re tive  susta ina b ility b y p ro vid ing  sup p o rt a nd  
fund ing  fo r the  e d uc a tio na l a nd  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms re c o mme nd e d  in this 
Inte rp re tive  Ma ste r Pla n. At the  ro o t o f c re a ting  suc h a  no n-p ro fit o rg a niza tio n is 
b o a rd  d e ve lo p me nt. A b o a rd  tha t inc lud e s me mb e rs o f the  c o mmunity, who se  
e xp e rie nc e , kno wle d g e , a nd  skills re fle c t a  so lid  und e rsta nd ing  o f the  Pa rk’ s 
inte rp re tive  d ire c tio n a nd  re c o mme nd a tio ns, a s o utline d  in this IMP, will e nsure  
tha t the  Pa rk’ s inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms, se rvic e s, a nd  fa c ilitie s a re  a  p rio rity. 
 
Othe r p a rtne rship s tha t the  Pa rk sho uld  c o ntinue  wo rking  with o r e sta b lish 
inc lud e :  
 
C ity o f Lo s Ang e le s (C ity) Co unc il Distric t One , Pa rks a nd  Re c re a tio n 
De p a rtme nt, a nd  the  De p a rtme nt o f Eng ine e ring  ha s b e e n a c tive  thro ug ho ut 
the  p la nning  p ro c e ss with a n e x-o ffic io  me mb e rship  o n the  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry 
Co mmitte e  a nd  c o -sp o nso r o f ma ny p ub lic  me e ting s.  The  C ity a ssiste d  in 
tra nsla tio n se rvic e s, o utre a c h a nd  p ub lic  p ro g ra mming .  The  City re ta ins a  thirty 
fo o t e a se me nt tha t runs a d ja c e nt to  the  p a rk o n the  e a st sid e .  Future  
d e ve lo p me nt o f the  site  a nd  p ro g ra mming  a re  instrume nta l to  e nsure  the  
surro und ing  c o mmunity is a  full p a rtne r in the  ste wa rd ship  o f the  p a rk.  Sta te  
Pa rks a lso  re ta ins o wne rship  o f the  He llma n-Quo n b uild ing  lo c a te d  a t El Pue b lo  
d e  Lo s Ang e le s Histo ric a l Mo nume nt.  Sta te  Pa rks is p la nning  o n o p e ning  a n 
o ffic e  in the  He llma n-Q uo n b y 2008. 
 
Co unty o f Lo s Ang e le s wa s a  full p a rtne r in the  p la nning  p ro c e ss fo r the  p a rk 
d e ve lo p me nt a nd  ha d  a n e x-o ffic io  me mb e r o n the  Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry 
Co mmitte e .  Future  o p p o rtunitie s e xist to  c re a te  p a rtne rship s a nd  c o o rd ina te  
se rvic e s with the  full ra ng e  o f p ro g ra ms o ffe re d  b y c o unty p a rks.   
 
Lo s Ang e le s Co unty Me tro p o lita n Tra nsp o rta tio n Autho rity (MTA) is re sp o nsib le  fo r 
the  tra nspo rta tio n syste m fo r Lo s Ang e le s Co unty.  The  Me tro  G o ld  Line  runs 
a d ja c e nt to  the  p a rk o n the  we st sid e . A p ie c e  o f the  histo ric  Za nja  Ma d re  
irrig a tio n syste m ha s b e e n p re se rve d  in the  c liff, whic h is lo c a te d  b e lo w 
Bro a d wa y Ave nue  ne xt to  the  tra c ks.  Po te ntia l p a rtne rship  o p p o rtunitie s to  
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inte rp re t the  Za nja  Ma d re  a nd  spe c ia l p ro g ra ms (d o c e nt) sho uld  b e  
c o o rd ina te d  with a g e nc y c o o p e ra tio n.   
 
El Pue b lo  d e  Lo s Ang e le s Histo ric a l Mo nume nt (El Pue b lo ) is lo c a te d  in the  o ld e st 
se c tio n o f Lo s Ang e le s, le ss tha n ½ mile  so uthwe st fro m LASHP. In 1953 a  stro ng  
e ffo rt to  p re se rve  the  a re a  re sulte d  in the  c re a tio n o f a  Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk 
o p e ra te d  jo intly b y the  Sta te  o f Ca lifo rnia , Co unty a nd  C ity o f Lo s Ang e le s. 
Le g isla tio n wa s p a sse d  in 1989 tha t p ro vid e d  e xc lusive  o p e ra tio n o f El Pue b lo  to  
the  C ity o f Lo s Ang e le s. Twe nty se ve n histo ric  b uild ing s re ma in a nd  ha ve  b e e n 
e ithe r c o nve rte d  to  muse ums, c o nc e ssio ns o r o the r p ub lic  use s to  inte rp re t the  
sto ry a b o ut the  p e o p le  o f d iffe re nt e thnic  g ro up s, who  se ttle d  in Lo s Ang e le s 
sinc e  1781. During  the  p la nning  o f the  LASHP, se ve ra l me e ting s we re  he ld  a t El 
Pue b lo . Co lla b o ra tive  e ffo rts b e twe e n the  c ity a nd  sta te  sta ff ha s o c c urre d  a nd  
will c o ntinue  a s the  two  p a rks p a rtne r to  inte rp re t the  sto ry o f Lo s Ang e le s. 

 
La  Pla za  d e  Cultura  y Arte s Fo und a tio n is a n o rg a niza tio n tha t is wo rking  c lo se ly 
with the  Co unty o f Lo s Ang e le s to  c re a te  a  multid isc ip lina ry c ultura l c o mp le x 
a c ro ss fro m El Pue b lo  (e xp e c te d  to  o p e n in 2007) tha t will sho wc a se  the  
Me xic a n Ame ric a n c o ntrib utio ns to  Lo s Ang e le s histo ry, a rt, c ulture  a nd  fo o d . 
The  c ultura l c o mp le x will ho use  p e rfo rming  a rts stud io s, a  visua l a rts sp a c e , a  
histo ry a nd  g e ne a lo g y re so urc e  c e nte r a nd  a  te a c hing  kitc he n.  Op p o rtunitie s 
e xist to  d e ve lo p  e d uc a tio na l p ro g ra mming  with the  Fo und a tio n a nd  Lo s 
Ang e le s Co unty. 

  
Lo s Ang e le s Unifie d  Sc ho o l Distric t (LAUSD) ha s thre e  sc ho o ls within c lo se  wa lking  
d ista nc e  o f LASHP (So la no  Ele me nta ry, Ann Stre e t Ele me nta ry, Ca ste la r 
Ele me nta ry). It ha s p a rtic ipa te d  in d e ve lo p ing  p ro g ra mming  a nd  d e sig n 
sta nd a rd s fo r LASHP a nd  the  Inte rp re tive  Ma ste r Pla n. Op p o rtunitie s e xist to  
d e ve lo p  c urric ulum-b a se d  p ro g ra mming  sp e c ific  to  K-12 fra me wo rks. The  
Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks’  PORTS (Pa rks Online  Re so urc e s fo r Te a c he rs a nd  Stud e nts) 
Dista nc e  Le a rning  Pro g ra m is a lso  p a rtne ring  with lo c a l sc ho o ls in LAUSD to  b ring  
c o nte nt sp e c ia lists into  c la ssro o ms.   
  
Sa nta  Mo nic a  Mo unta ins Co nse rva nc y (MRCA) wo rks in c o o p e ra tio n with o the r 
lo c a l g o ve rnme nt p a rtne rs to  a c q uire  p a rkla nd , p a rtic ipa te  in vita l p la nning  
p ro c e sse s, a nd  c o mp le te  ma jo r p a rk imp ro ve me nt p ro je c ts. The  MRCA p ro vid e s 
na tura l re so urc e s a nd  sc ie ntific  e xp e rtise , c ritic a l re g io na l p la nning  se rvic e s, p a rk 
c o nstruc tio n se rvic e s, p a rk o p e ra tio ns, fire  p re ve ntio n, ra ng e r se rvic e s, 
e d uc a tio na l a nd  le a d e rship  p ro g ra ms fo r tho usa nd s o f yo uth e a c h ye a r, a nd  is 
o ne  o f the  le a d  a g e nc ie s p ro vid ing  fo r the  re vita liza tio n o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r. 
 
Institute  fo r Urb a n Re se a rc h a nd  De ve lo p me nt (IURD) wa s fo und e d  in 1996, a nd  
p ro mo te s c o mmunity d e ve lo p me nt b y fa c ilita ting  the  se lf-e mp o we rme nt o f 
p e o p le  a nd  c o mmunitie s. We  a d va nc e  so c ia l, c ultura l, e c o no mic  a nd  p o litic a l 
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c o nc e rns thro ug h c o mmunity-b a se d  re se a rc h, p ub lic  p o lic y a d vo c a c y, 
e d uc a tio na l a c tivitie s, no n-p ro fit p ro g ra m d e ve lo p me nt a nd  d ire c t c o mmunity 
se rvic e s. 
 
Urb a n a nd  Enviro nme nta l Po lic y Institute , Oc c id e nta l Co lle g e  (UEPI) is a  
c o mmunity o rie nte d  re se a rc h a nd  a d vo c a c y o rg a niza tio n b a se d  a t Oc c id e nta l 
Co lle g e . UEPI se rve s a s the  umb re lla  fo r a  va rie ty o f a ffilia te d  p ro g ra ms 
a d d re ssing  wo rk a nd  ind ustry, fo o d  a nd  nutritio n, ho using , tra nsp o rta tio n, 
re g io na l a nd  c o mmunity d e ve lo p me nt, la nd  use , a nd  urb a n e nviro nme nta l 
issue s. 
 
Lo s Ang e le s Co nse rva tio n Co rp s (LACC) is a  lo c a lly-b a se d  no np ro fit tha t ha s 
b e e n he lp ing  yo ung  p e o p le  d e ve lo p  the mse lve s b y p a rtic ipa ting  in 
e nviro nme nta l c o nse rva tio n p ro je c ts a nd  c la sse s sinc e  1986. LAC C o ffe rs a  
c o mb ina tio n o f c o nse rva tio n, e d uc a tio n a nd  yo uth se rvic e s to  e a c h p a rtic ip a nt 
to  p re p a re  the m fo r the  future  o f the ir c ho ic e . The ir C le a n a nd  G re e n p ro g ra m is 
he a d q ua rte re d  a c ro ss fro m LASHP a t Spring  a nd  Ann stre e ts.  On se ve ra l 
o c c a sio ns, LACC ha s p a rtic ip a te d  in inte rp re tive  a nd  g e ne ra l p la nning  fo r the  
Pa rk. 
 
The  Ce nte r fo r La w in the  Pub lic  Inte re st (CLIPI) is imp le me nting  a  c o lle c tive  
visio n fo r the  Lo s Ang e le s re g io n p ro mo ting  a  c o he re nt we b  o f p a rks a nd  o p e n 
sp a c e , sc ho o ls, a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n re la te d  to  the  huma n he a lth a nd  e c o no mic  
vita lity o f the  d ive rse  c ultura l urb a n la nd sc a p e . CLIPI ha s b e e n a n a c tive  p a rtne r 
in a ssisting  with the  p la nning  a nd  d e ve lo p me nt o f Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk 
b y p ro vid ing  Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks sta ff with re se a rc h a nd  find ing s o n the  va lue  
o f urb a n p a rks a nd  the ir b e ne fits fo r a ll Ang e le no s, wa te r q ua lity a nd  ha b ita t 
re sto ra tio n.  Exe c utive  Dire c to r, Ro b e rt Ga rc ia  wa s a n a c tive  me mb e r o f the  
Ca lifo rnia  Sta te  Pa rks Co rnfie ld  Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  to  d e ve lo p  a  lo ng -te rm 
visio n fo r the  histo ric  site .   
 
Ce nte r fo r Re se a rc h in Eng ine e ring , Me d ia  a nd  Pe rfo rma nc e  (REMAP) is a  
p ro g ra m tha t b ring s a rtists a nd  e ng ine e rs to g e the r to  e xa mine  the  so urc e s a nd  
p ro c e sse s o f ne w te c hno -c ultura l c ha ng e s tha t e xp lo re  ne w mo d e s o f 
e xp re ssio n, inte rro g a te  c ultura l b ia se s o f te c hno lo g y a nd  c re a te  p ra g ma tic  to o ls 
fo r c o mmunity-sp e c ific  a pp lic a tio ns.  The  Ang e le s Distric t a nd  REMAP a re  
c urre ntly e xp lo ring  a  p a rtne rship  tha t b ridg e s te c hno lo g y with histo ric a l d a ta .  
 
Othe r g ro up s a nd  o rg a niza tio ns tha t ha ve  p la ye d  a n inte g ra l ro le  in d e ve lo p ing  
a  visio n fo r the  Pa rk a nd  a re  re c o g nize d  a s p a rtne rs inc lud e :  

• China to wn Ya rd  Allia nc e  

• Co mmunity Re d e ve lo p me nt Ag e nc y o f the  C ity o f Lo s Ang e le s/ China to wn 
Co mmunity Ad viso ry Co mmitte e  
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• Chine se  Co nso lid a te d  Be ne vo le nt Asso c ia tio n 

• Na tura l Re so urc e s De fe nse  Co unc il 
• Frie nd s o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r 
• No rthe a st Tre e s 
• Chine se  Histo ric a l So c ie ty 

• Anne nb e rg  Fo und a tio n 

• Willia m C . Ve la sq ue z Institute  

• The  Rive r Pro je c t 
• Sta te  Pa rks Fo und a tio n 

• St. Pe te r’ s Ita lia n Churc h  
• La tino  Urb a n Fo rum  

• Willia m Me a d  Ho using  Re sid e nt Ad viso ry Co unc il 
• So la no  Ca nyo n Co mmunity G a rd e n  
• Ho me b o y Ind ustrie s 
• Ca lifo rnia  End o wme nt 
• Ca the d ra l Hig h Sc ho o l 
• Me tro p o lita n Wa te r Distric t 

Inte rpre tive  Conc e ssions  
Co nc e ssio ns in LASHP sho uld  e nha nc e  visito r e xp e rie nc e s a nd  e xp a nd  
re c re a tio na l o p p o rtunitie s. A c o nc e ssio n p ro g ra m sho uld  re la te  to  the  Pa rk’ s 
inte rp re tive  me ssa g e s a nd  its g o a ls a nd  o b je c tive s.  Co nc e ssio ns b usine sse s 
sho uld  o ffe r me rc ha nd ise  tha t p ro mo te s the  inte rp re tive  the me s, a nd  c ultura l 
a rts a nd  c ra fts p ro g ra ms, a s we ll a s se ll re fre shme nts.. 
 
As stipula te d  in the  LASHP G e ne ra l Pla n, a  c o nc e ssio n p la n sho uld  b e  
d e ve lo p e d  b e fo re  p o te ntia l c o nc e ssio n o p p o rtunitie s a re  o ffe re d  in the  Pa rk.  
Ove ra ll, c o nc e ssio ns in the  Pa rk sho uld  e nsure  tha t visito rs will: 

 
• Exp e rie nc e  b usine sse s tha t d isp la y sp e c ia l kno wle d g e  a nd  skills a p p ro p ria te  

to  the  inte rp re tive  g o a ls o f the  p a rk. 
 
• Enjo y inte rp re tive  b usine sse s tha t ha ve  a  sp e c ia l c o nne c tio n to  the  c ultura l 

p a st.  
 
• Be  a b le  to  visit uniq ue  b usine sse s tha t re fle c t a  sp e c ific  histo ric  e ra  no t fo und  

e lse whe re  in Lo s Ang e le s.  
 
• Be  g ive n a  wid e  spe c trum o f c ho ic e s fo r se rving  fa mily g ro up s, a nd  p e o p le  o f 

a ll a g e s a nd  d ive rsity.  
 
• Be ne fit fro m b usine sse s tha t re fle c t histo ric a l, c ultura l, e thnic  a nd  g e o g ra p hic  

the me s re la te d  to  the  histo ry o f LASHP. 
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• De ve lo p  b usine ss sup p o rt p ro c e sse s (inc ub a to r b usine ss mo d e ls) tha t ha ve  
the  p o te ntia l to  c re a te  jo b s, re vita lize  ne ig hb o rho o d s, a c tiva te  inte re st in the  
histo ry o f c o mme rc e , a nd  stre ng the n lo c a l e c o no mie s. 

 

Re se a rc h Ne e ds 
In o rd e r to  ma ke  the  a re a ’ s histo ry mo re  a c c e ssib le  to  visito rs, o p p o rtunitie s to  
c re a te  Living  Histo ry p ro g ra ms ha ve  b e e n inc lud e d  in the  inte rp re tive  
re c o mme nd a tio ns. Sug g e stio ns fo r c ha ra c te r d e ve lo p me nt to  d e p ic t the  Pa rk’ s 
b ro a d  inte rp re tive  p e rio d , o r “Flo w o f Histo ry”  tha t will ne e d  furthe r re se a rc h 
inc lud e : 
 
• Me mb e r(s) o f the  To ng va / G a b rie le no  Villa g e  o f Ya ng -Na . 
 
• Me mb e r(s) o f the  Po rto lá  Exp e d itio n 1769 Sp a nish e xp e d itio n the  first 

Euro p e a ns to  a rrive  in the  a re a . 
 
• Orig ina l Se ttle rs o f the  Pue b lo , La  Re ina  d e  Lo s Ang e le s 1781. The  first se ttle rs 

a rrive d  fro m So no ra  a nd  Sina lo a . 
 
• Me mb e r(s) o f the  Fra nc isc o  Avila  Fa mily. The y p la nte d  vine ya rd s o n the  

c urre nt Pa rk p ro p e rty. The  e a rlie st re c o rd  o f a g ric ultura l use  o f the  Pa rk 
p ro p e rty d a te s to  1804. By 1817, the  Pue b lo  d e  Lo s Ang e le s re p o rte d ly ha d  
o ve r 53,000 vine s und e r c ultiva tio n. Vitic ulture  wa s the  p ue b lo ’ s to p  
a g ric ultura l a c tivity until the  1860s. 

 
• Re sid e nt(s) o f “ So no ra to wn” , c irc a  1850s. Muc h o f Lo s Ang e le s’  g ro wth d uring  

the  e a rly G o ld  Rush d a ys c a me  fro m the  c lo se  to  10,000 So no ra n mine rs who  
ha d  c o me  to  Ca lifo rnia , b ut ha d  b e e n e xp e lle d  fro m the  g o ld  fie ld s in the  
e a rly 1850s b e c a use  o f d isc rimina tio n. Ma ny who  re turne d  fro m the  fie ld s to  
Lo s Ang e le s c o ng re g a te d  no rthwe st o f the  p la za , a lo ng  p re se nt-d a y Ma in 
a nd  No rth Bro a d wa y stre e ts. 

 
• Willia m Wo lfskill a nd  ra nc h ha nd s, la te  1850s. Fo r ye a rs a fte r Willia m Wo lfskill’ s 

a rriva l in 1857, he  c ultiva te d  the  la rg e st c itrus g ro ve s in the  Unite d  Sta te s. 
 
• A Za nje ro , a  c ity p o sitio n c re a te d  in the  1860s to  o ve rse e  the  za nja  wa te r 

syste m. 
 
• Arc a d ia  Ba nd ini d e  Ste a rns, la te  1800s. Da ug hte r o f a  p ro mine nt Me xic a n 

Ca lifo rnio  fa mily, Ba nd ini d e  Ste a rns d o na te d  p ro p e rty to  So uthe rn Pa c ific  
Ra ilro a d  fo r use  a s a  sta tio n a nd  ya rd  in 1873. 

 
• So uthe rn Pa c ific  Ra ilro a d  Wo rke rs, 1875-1991. Amo ng  the  jo b s o ve r time : 1875 

– wo rke rs a t the  first “ Rive r Sta tio n”  fre ig ht ho use  a nd  d e p o t; mid -1880s–
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e mp lo ye e s o f the  ne w d e p o t a nd  ho te l/ re sta ura nt, ro und ho use  with 
turnta b le , a nd  ic ing  fa c ility. As e a rly a s 1880, SP ha d  b e c o me  the  to wn’ s 
la rg e st e mp lo ye r – with 300 p lus e mp lo ye e s a nd  o ve r 100 o f the m living  in the  
ne w re sid e ntia l a nd  c o mme rc ia l ne ig hb o rho o d  surro und ing  the  sta tio n 
p ro p e rty; e tc . 

 
• Re sid e nt(s) o f O ld  China to wn, 1930s. This time  p e rio d  inc lud e s the  fo rc e d  

re lo c a tio n o f this c o mmunity to  the  So no ra to wn a re a  a lo ng  No rth Bro a d wa y 
to  ma ke  wa y fo r the  b uild ing  o f Unio n Sta tio n. 

 
• Re sid e nt(s) o f So la no  Ca nyo n a nd  Elysia n Pa rk, 1940s. This time  p e rio d  inc lud e  

the  se ve ring  o f the  ne ig hb o rho o d s fo r the  c o nstruc tio n o f the  Pa sa d e na  
Fre e wa y. 

 
• Re sid e nt(s) o f Cha ve z Ra vine , 1950s.  This time  p e rio d  inc lud e s e ve nts le a d ing  

to  the  fo rc e d  re lo c a tio n o f the  e ntire  ne ig hb o rho o d  fo r pro p o se d  p ub lic  
ho using  a nd  la te r Do d g e r Sta d ium.  

 
Future  Inte rpre tive  Pla nning  

This Inte rp re tive  Ma ste r Pla n inc lud e s Inte rp re tive  Re c o mme nd a tio ns tha t id e ntify 
the  typ e s o f fa c ilitie s, p ro g ra ms, a nd  se rvic e s tha t wo uld  e nha nc e  visito r 
e xp e rie nc e s a t Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk. The se  Inte rp re tive  
Re c o mme nd a tio ns ha ve  b e e n c re a te d  mo re  in the  sp irit o f inte rp re tive  
o p p o rtunitie s ra the r tha n a s d e finitive , c o nc re te  p ro je c ts. As fund ing  is so ug ht 
a nd  p ro je c t d e ve lo p me nt mo ve s fo rwa rd , it is imp o rta nt to  c o mp le te  sp e c ific  
Inte rp re tive  Pla ns to  e nsure  tha t the  mo st c urre nt info rma tio n is a d d re sse d  (visito r 
ne e d s, me d ia  o p tio ns, histo ric a l/ c ultura l re se a rc h, e tc .) Ite ms no t id e ntifie d  in 
this Inte rp re tive  Ma ste r Pla n sho uld  b e  e xp lo re d  d uring  p ro je c t-sp e c ific  
inte rp re tive  p la n d e ve lo p me nt. 
 
Future  Ac quisitions 

The  p o te ntia l e xists to  a ug me nt a nd  sup p o rt inte rp re ta tio n a t the  Pa rk. Sup p lie s 
a nd  e q uip me nt will b e  ne e d e d  to  b e g in the  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  imp le me nta tio n 
o f inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms a t this ne w Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk. A b a sic  re fe re nc e  lib ra ry 
will b e  re q uire d  to  a ssist with o ng o ing  re se a rc h.   
 
Until the  Pa rk ha s a  d e d ic a te d  sp a c e  to  sa fe ly e xhib it a nd  sto re  inte rp re tive  
c o lle c tio ns, a c q uisitio ns sho uld  b e  limite d  to  tho se  ite ms tha t a re  re la tive ly e a sy 
a nd  c o st e ffe c tive  to  re p la c e  a nd  tha t d o  no t ha ve  sp e c ia l p re se rva tio n 
re q uire me nts. 
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Pote ntia l Pla n Pha sing  

Po te ntia l p ha sing  o f the  Inte rp re tive  Ma ste r Pla n is b a se d  o n the  ke y id e a s fo und  
in the  Inte rp re tive  Re c o mme nd a tio ns se c tio n. The  p ha sing  b e lo w is d ivid e d  into  
two  c o mp o ne nts: Pha se  I id e ntifie s ite ms tha t c a n b e g in imme d ia te ly, while  
Pha se  II id e ntifie s ite ms tha t will susta in the  o ve ra ll inte rp re tive  p ro g ra m. 
 
Phase  I: Building a Se nse  o f Plac e  

A. De ve lo p  a  vo lunte e r p ro g ra m. 
• Duty sta te me nts 
• Re c ruitme nt stra te g y 
• Inte rp re tive  p ro g ra m d e ve lo p me nt 
• Tra ining  a nd  e va lua tio n 
• Re c o g nitio n a nd  a wa rd s 

 
B. Co ntinue  to  stre ng the n c o mmunity p a rtne rship s. 

• Co mmunity o utre a c h 
• Po ssib le  vo lunte e r p o o l 
• Assista nc e  with re se a rc h ne e d s 
• Cre a te  a  p re se nc e  in the  c o mmunity 

 
C . De ve lo p  Co o p e ra ting  Asso c ia tio n(s).  
 
D. Be g in to  imp le me nt Inte rpre tive  Re c o mme nd a tio ns. 

• Co mmunity o utre a c h 
• Ca le nd a r o f inte rp re tive  p ro g ra ms a nd  sp e c ia l e ve nts 
• Pro je c t p la nning  
• Pro g ra m d e ve lo p me nt 
• Fa c ility d e ve lo p me nt 

 
E. Id e ntify p o te ntia l inte rp re tive  c o nc e ssio ns. 
 
 
Phase  II: Inte rpre tive  Sustainability  

A. Co ntinue  hig h-q ua lity vo lunte e r p ro g ra ms. 
• Exp a nd  p ro g ra mming  
• Eva lua tio ns 
• Re c o g nitio n a nd  Awa rd s 
• Enric hme nt a nd  Ong o ing  Tra ining  

 
B. Ma inta in tra d itio n o f stro ng  c o mmunity p a rtne rship s. 
 
C . Ma inta in e ffe c tive  re la tio nship  with Co o p e ra ting  Asso c ia tio n(s) to  b e ne fit 

p a rk o p e ra tio ns a nd  inte rp re tive  p ro g ra mming . 
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D. Co ntinue  imp le me nting  a nd  re fining  Inte rp re tive  Re c o mme nd a tio ns. 
 
E. Asse ss o ng o ing  imp ro ve me nts to  Inte rp re tive  Co nc e ssio ns. 
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Urb a nism . The  MIT Pre ss. Ca mb rid g e , Ma ssa c huse tts. 
 
De g ra a f, La wre nc e . 1970. “ The  C ity o f Bla c k Ang e le s: Eme rg e nc e  o f a  Lo s 

Ang e le s G he tto , 1890-1930.”  Pa c ific  Histo ric a l Re vie w  39: 323-52. 
 
De ve re ll, Willia m. 1994. Ra ilro a d Cro ssing :  Ca lifo rnia ns a nd the  Ra ilro a d 1850-

1910. Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss, Be rke le y. 
 
De ve re ll, Willia m. 2004. White wa she d Ado b e :  The  Rise  o f Lo s Ang e le s a nd the  

Re ma king  o f its Me xic a n Pa st. Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss, Be rke le y.  
 
De ve re ll, Willia m a nd  G re g  Hise , (e d s) 2005. La nd o f Sunshine : An  

Enviro nme nta l Histo ry o f Me tro p o lita n Lo s Ang e le s. Pittsb urg h:  
Unive rsity o f Pittsb urg h Pre ss. 

 
Dillo n, Bria n D. 1994. Ala me da  Distric t Pla n, Lo s Ang e le s, Ca lifo rnia :  

Pre histo ric  a nd Ea rly Histo ric  Arc ha e o lo g ic a l Re se a rc h. Ca lifo rnia :  
Co nsulting  Arc ha e o lo g ist. 

 
Dumke , G le nn S. 1944. The  Bo o m o f the  Eig htie s in So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia . Sa n  

Ma rino  Ca . Hunting to n Ca lifo rnia . 
 
Eng le ha rd t, Ze p hyrin. 1927. Sa n Ga b rie l Missio n a nd the  Be g inning s o f Lo s 

Ang e le s. Fra nc isc a n He ra ld  Pre ss. Chic a g o , Illino is. 
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Erie , Ste ve n P., 2004. Glo b a lizing  L.A.: Tra de , Infra struc ture , a nd Re g io na l  

 De ve lo p me nt. Sta nfo rd : Sta nfo rd  Unive rsity Pre ss.   
 
Estra d a , Willia m. 2003. Sa c re d a nd Co nte ste d Spa c e : the  Lo s Ang e le s  

 Pla za . Disse rta tio n, Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia , Lo s Ang e le s. 
 

Ewa n, Jo se p h M. a nd  Re b e c c a  Fish Ewa n. 2004. “ Wa lking  in the  Whisp e rs o f 
Child re n’ s Fo o tste p s,”  in La ndsc a p e  Arc hite c ture , p p . 120-129. Ap ril 2004. 

 
Fa g a n, Bria n. 2003. Be fo re  Ca lifo rnia :  An Arc ha e o lo g ist Lo o ks a t Our Ea rlie st 

Inha b ita nts. Alta  Mira  Pre ss, La nha m. 
 
Fe d e wa , Philip . 1970. “ Ab e l Ste a rns in Tra nsitio na l Ca lifo rnia , 1848-1871.”  Ph.D. 

d isse rta tio n, Unive rsity o f Misso uri. 
 
Fishe r, Chris a nd  He rb e rt C la rke . 1997. Birds o f Lo s Ang e le s: inc luding  Sa nta  

Ba rb a ra , Ve ntura  a nd Ora ng e  c o untie s. Ed mo nto n. Lo ne  Pine .   
 
Fla mming , Do ug la s. 2005. Bo und fo r Fre e do m: Bla c k Lo s Ang e le s in Jim Cro w 

Ame ric a . Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss. 
 
Fo g e lso n, Ro b e rt M. 1967. The  Fra g me nte d Me tro po lis, Lo s Ang e le s 1850-1930. 

Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss, Be rke le y. 
 
G a mio , Ma rio . 1931. The  Life  Sto ry o f the  Me xic a n Immig ra nt. Ne w Yo rk:  

Do ve r. 
 

G a rc ía , Ro b e rt a nd  Eric a  S. Flo re s. 2005. “ Ana to my o f the  Urb a n Pa rks 
Mo ve me nt: Eq ua l Justic e , De mo c ra c y, a nd  Liva b ility in Lo s Ang e le s.”  The  

Que st fo r Enviro nme nta l Justic e : Huma n Rig hts a nd the  Po litic s o f Po llutio n, 
e d ite d  b y Ro b e rt D. Bulla rd . Sie rra  C lub  Bo o ks. Sa n Fra nc isc o . 

 
G a rre tt, Kimb e ll, e d . 1993. The  b io ta  o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r : a n o ve rvie w o f the  

histo ric a l a nd p re se nt p la nt a nd a nima l life  o f the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r 

dra ina g e . Lo s Ang e le s Co unty Na tura l Histo ry Muse um Fo und a tio n. Lo s 
Ang e le s. 

 
G e nd a r, Je nnine . 1995. Gra ss Ga me s & Mo o n Ra c e s: Ca lifo rnia  India n Ga me s 

a nd To ys. He yd a y Bo o ks. Be rke le y, Ca lifo rnia . 
 
G o nza le z, Mic ha e l J. 1997. “ The  Child  o f the  Wild e rne ss We e p s fo r the  Fa the r o f 

Our Co untry: The  Ind ia n a nd  the  Po litic s o f Churc h a nd  Sta te  in Pro vinc ia l 
Ca lifo rnia ” . Ca lifo rnia  Histo ry: Co nte ste d Ede n: Ca lifo rnia  Be fo re  the  Go ld 

Rush, Ma g a zine  o f the  Ca lifo rnia  Histo ric a l So c ie ty, Vo l. LXXVI no s. 2 & 3. 
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G o ttlie b , Ro b e rt, Ma rk Va llia na to s, Re g ina  M. Fre e r, a nd  Pe te r Drie r. 2005. The  

Strug g le  fo r a  Liva b le  City: The  Ne xt Lo s Ang e le s. Be rkle y: Unive rsity o f 
Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss. 

 
G re e nwo o d  a nd  Asso c ia te s. 2003. Arc ha e o lo g ic a l Mo nito r Re p o rt Histo ric  

Co rnfie ld  Ra ilro a d  Ya rd . Ms. o n file  with De p a rtme nt o f Pa rks a nd  
Re c re a tio n, Sa n Die g o , Ca lifo rnia . 

 
G re e nwo o d , Ro b e rta . 1996. Do wn b y the  Sta tio n, Lo s Ang e le s China to wn 1880-

1933. Institute  o f Arc ha e o lo g y, Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Lo s Ang e le s, Lo s 
Ang e le s. 

 
G re nie r, Jud so n A., Do yc e  B. Nunis, Jr., Je a n Bruc e  Po o le . 1978. A G uid e  to  

Histo ric  Pla c e s in Lo s Ang e le s Co unty. Ke nd a ll/ Hunt Pub lishing  Co mp a ny, 
Io wa . 

 
G riswo ld  d e l Ca stillo , Ric ha rd . 1979. The  Lo s Ang e le s Ba rio , 1850-1890: A So c ia l 

Histo ry. Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss. 
 
G runfe ld , Fre d e ric , e d . 1975. Ga me s o f the  Wo rld: Ho w to  Ma ke  The m, Ho w to  

Pla y The m, Ho w The y Ca me  to  Be . Ne w Yo rk: Ho lt, Rine ha rt a nd  Winsto n. 
 
G ump re c ht, Bla ke . 1999. The  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r: Its Life , De a th, a nd Po ssib le  

Re b irth. Jo hns Ho p kins Unive rsity Pre ss, Ba ltimo re  a nd  Lo nd o n. 
 
Ha a s, Lisa b e th, 1995. Co nq ue sts a nd Histo ric a l Ide ntitie s in Ca lifo rnia ; 1769- 

1936. Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss.  
  
Ha rlo w, Ne a l. 1976. Ma p s a nd surve ys o f the  Pue b lo  La nds o f Lo s Ang e le s. Lo s 

Ang e le s: Da wso n's Bo o k Sho p . 
  
Ha sla m, G e ra ld  W., (e d .). 1992. Ma ny Ca lifo rnia ns:  Lite ra ture  fro m the  Go lde n 

Sta te . Unive rsity o f Ne va d a  Pre ss, Re no . 
 
Ha ya shi, Bria n Ma sa ru. 1995. Fo r the  sa ke  o f o ur Ja p a ne se  Bre thre n:  

Assimila tio n, Na tio na lism, a nd Pro te sta ntism a mo ng  the  Ja pa ne se  o f  

Lo s Ang e le s, 1895-1942. Sta nfo rd , CA: Sta nfo rd  Unive rsity Pre ss. 
 
He ize r, Ro b e rt F. 1978. Ca lifo rnia ,  Ha ndb o o k o f No rth Ame ric a n  

India ns, v.8. Wa shing to n: Smithso nia n Institutio n. 
 
He ize r, Ro b e rt F. 1974. The y We re  Only Dig g e rs: A Co lle c tio n o f Artic le s fro m 

Ca lifo rnia  Ne wsp a p e rs, 1851-1866. Ra mo na  CA: Ba lle na  Pre ss. 
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He nste ll, Bruc e . 1980. Lo s Ang e le s:  An Illustra te d Histo ry. Kno p f, Ne w Yo rk. 
 
Hise , G ., a nd  W. De ve re ll. 2000. Ede n b y De sig n: The  1930 Olmste d-Ba rtho lo me w 

Pla n fo r the  Lo s Ang e le s Re g io n. 
 
Hise , G re g . 1997. Ma g ne tic  Lo s Ang e le s: Pla nning  the  twe ntie th-c e ntury 

 Me tro p o lis. Ba ltimo re : Jo hns Ho p kins Unive rsity Pre ss. 
 
Ho fso mme r, D.L. 1986. The  So uthe rn Pa c ific :  1901-1985. Te xa s A&M Unive rsity 

Pre ss, Te xa s. 
  
Ho rne , M.C ., e t a l. 2000. Dra ft Lo s Ang e le s to  Pa sade na  Me tro  Blue  Line  Pro je c t: 

Pha se -2 Cultura l Re so urc e s Inve stig a tio ns o f the  Za nja  Ma dre , Lo c a te d in 

the  Co rnfie ld Ya rd o f Lo s Ang e le s, Ap p lie d  Ea rthwo rks, Inc ., Lo s Ang e le s to  
Pa sa d e na  Me tro  Blue  Line  Co nstruc tio n Autho rity. 

 
Hurta d o , Alb e rt L. 1988. India n Surviva l o n the  Ca lifo rnia  Fro ntie r Ne w Ha ve n: 

Ya le  Unive rsity Pre ss. 
 
Inte rna tio na l La b o ur Offic e  G e ne va . 2002. Life lo ng  Le a rning  in the  Twe nty-First 

Ce ntury: The  Cha ng ing  Ro le s o f Educ a tio na l Pe rso nne l. 
 http :/ / www.ilo .o rg / p ub lic / e ng lishl/ d ia lo g ue / se c to r/ te c hme e t/ jme p 2000/ jm

e p r1.htm 
 
IT Co rp o ra tio n. 2001. Dra ft Fina l Pre limina ry Enda ng e rme nt Asse ssme nt Wo rkp la n, 

32-Ac re  Pa rc e l o f the  Fo rme r Co rnfie ld Ra il Ya rd, Lo s Ang e le s, Ca lifo rnia . 
Pre p a re d  fo r the  Co unty Re d e ve lo pme nt Ag e nc y o f the  C ity o f Lo s 
Ang e le s. 

 
Ja c kso n, Ro b e rt H. 1995. India ns, Fra nc isc a ns, a nd Sp a nish c o lo niza tio n:  

the  Impac t o f the  Missio n Syste m o n Ca lifo rnia  India ns. Alb uq ue rq ue : 
Unive rsity o f Ne w Me xic o  Pre ss 

 
Ja me s, G e o rg e  Wa rto n. 1914. Ca lifo rnia , Ro ma ntic  a nd Be a utiful; The   

Histo ry o f its Old Missio ns a nd o f its India ns. Bo sto n: Pa g e . 
 
Jo hnso n, Jo hn. 1989. “ The  Chuma sh a nd  the  Missio ns, Co lumb ia n 

Co nse q ue nc e s”  Vo l. 1. Arc ha e o lo g ic a l a nd Histo ric a l Pe rsp e c tive s o n the  

Sp a nish Bo rde rla nds We st, e d . b y Da vid  Hurst Tho ma s. Smithso nia n Institutio n 
Pre ss. Lo nd o n a nd  Wa shing to n. Pa g e s 365-376. 

 
Jo hnsto n, Be rnic e . 1962. Ca lifo rnia ’ s Ga b rie lino  India ns. Lo s Ang e le s, Ca lifo rnia : 

So uthwe st Muse um. 
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Jo sse lyn, Mic ha e l a nd  Sa ra h Cha mb e rla in. 1993. We tla nd Inve nto ry a nd 

Re sto ra tio n Po te ntia l:  Sa nta  Mo nic a  Ba y Wa te rshe d .  A re p o rt b y the  Sa nta  
Mo nic a  Ba y Re sto ra tio n Pro je c t. 

 
Ke lly, Ro b e rt L. 1995. The  Fo ra g ing  Sp e c trum: Dive rsity in Hunte r-Ga the re r 

Life wa ys. Wa shing to n a nd  Lo nd o n: Smithso nia n Pre ss.  
 
King , Che ste r. 1994. “ Pre histo ric  Na tive  Ame ric a n Cultura l Site s in the  Sa nta  

Mo nic a  Mo unta ins.”  Ms p re p a re d  b y the  To p a ng a  Anthro p o lo g ic a l 
Co nsulta nts fo r the  Sa nta  Mo nic a  Mo unta ins a nd  Se a sho re  Fo und a tio n. 

 
Ko sha le c k, Ric ha rd  (Pro je c t Dire c to r). 2001. L.A. No w:  Vo lume  I. Art Ce nte r 

Co lle g e  o f De sig n, Ca lifo rnia . 
 
Ko sha le c k, Ric ha rd  (Pro je c t Dire c to r). 2002. L.A. No w:  Vo lume  II Shap ing  a  Ne w 

Visio n fo r Do wnto wn Lo s Ang e le s. Se ve n Pro p o sa ls. Art Ce nte r Co lle g e  o f 
De sig n, Ca lifo rnia . 

 
Kro e b e r, Alfre d . 1976 R. Ha ndb o o k o f No rth Ame ric a n India ns.  

Wa shing to n:  Smithso nia n Institutio n. 
 
Kro p p , Pho e b e  S., 1999. “All Our Ye ste rda ys” ; The  Spa nish Fa nta sy Past a nd the  

Po litic s o f Po litic s o f Pub lic  Me mo ry in So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia , 1884-1939. Sa n 
Die g o : Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia , Sa n Die g o . 

 
La rso n, Da n. 2004. Ge o p hysic a l Inve stig a tio ns a t the  Co rn Fie lds/Rive r Sta tio n Site  

Lo s Ang e le s Co unty, Ca lifo rnia . Fina l Re p o rt o n file  with De p a rtme nt o f Pa rks 
a nd  Re c re a tio n, Sa n Die g o , Ca lifo rnia . 

 
La w/ Cra nd a ll-La w Eng ine e ring  a nd  Enviro nme nta l Se rvic e s Inc . 2001. Re p o rt o f 

Co mp re he nsive  Ge o te c hnic a l Inve stig a tio n Pro p o se d Ce ntra l Lo s Ang e le s 

Are a  Ne w Hig h Sc ho o l No . 9, Lo s Ang e le s, Ca lifo rnia . 
 
La yne , Jo se p h G re g g . 1952. A Histo ry o f the  De p a rtme nt o f Wa te r a nd Po we r o f 

the  City o f Lo s Ang e le s to  De c e mb e r, 1950. Lo s Ang e le s, Ca lifo rnia . 
 
Le vy, R. 1978. “ Co sta no a n.”  In Ca lifo rnia , Vo l. 8 o f Ha ndb o o k o f No rth Ame ric a n 

India ns. e d . b y R.F. He ize r. Smithso nia n Institutio nLo s Ang e le s Unifie d  Sc ho o l 
Distric t (LAUSD). 2005. Fre q ue ntly Aske d Que stio ns. 

http :/ / www.la usd .k12.c a .us/ la usd / o ffic e s/ O ffic e _o f_Co mmunic a tio ns/ FAQ .
htm 
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Lo s Ang e le s Time s Ne wsp a p e r. 1 Ma y 1901. Pro Que st Ele c tro nic  Da ta b a se . 
http :/ / il.p ro q ue st.c o m/ p ro d uc ts_p q / d e sc rip tio ns/ p q hn_g ra p hic _ve rsio n.sht
ml 

 
Lo uv, Ric ha rd . 2005. La st Child in the  Wo o ds: Sa ving  Our Childre n fro m Na ture -

De fic it Diso rde r. No rth Ca ro lina : Alg o nq uin Bo o ks o f Cha p e l Hill. 
 
Ma rtin, Alb e rt C ., Do yc e  B. Nunis Jr., e t a l. 1983. Sp e c trum/200:  Pho to g ra p hs 

fro m the  Histo ry o f Lo s Ang e le s 1860-1940. Lo s Ang e le s 200 Bic e nte nnia l 
Co mmitte e , Lo s Ang e le s. 

 
Ma so n, Willia m Ma rvin. 1998. The  Ce nsus o f 1790: A De mo g ra p hic  Histo ry o f 

Co lo nia l Ca lifo rnia . Me nlo  Pa rk, CA: Ba lle na  Pre ss. 
 
Mc Ca wle y, Willia m. 1996. The  First Ang e lino s: The  Ga b rie lino  India ns o f Lo s 

Ang e le s. Ma lki Muse um Pre ss/ Ba lle na  Pre ss Co o pe ra tive . Ba nning / No va to , 
Ca lifo rnia . 

 
Mc Ca wle y, Willia m. 2002. A Ta le  o f Two  Culture s: the  Chuma sh a nd the  

Ga b rie lino , in Isla nde rs a nd Ma inla nde rs, SRI Pre ss. 
 
Mc Willia ms, Ca re y. 1946. So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  Co untry, a n Isla nd o n the  La nd . 

Ne w Yo rk: Due ll, Slo a n & Pe a rc e . 
 
Mc Willia ms, Ca re y. 1948. No rth fro m Me xic o ; the  Spa nish-sp e a king  p e o p le  o f the  

Unite d Sta te s. Ne w Yo rk: G re e nwo o d  Pre ss. 
 
Mc Willia ms, Ca re y. 1949. Ca lifo rnia :  The  Gre a t Exc e p tio n. Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f 

Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss. 
 
Mo na ha n, To rin. 2002. “ Lo s Ang e le s Stud ie s: The  Eme rg e nc e  o f a  Sp e c ia lty 

Fie ld .”  City a nd So c ie ty XIV (2) 155-184. 
 
Mo nro y, Do ug la s. 1990. Thro wn Amo ng  Stra ng e rs:  The  Ma king  o f Me xic a n 

Culture  in Fro ntie r Ca lifo rnia . Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss. 
 
Mo nro y, Do ug la s. 1999. Re b irth:  Me xic a n Lo s Ang e le s fro m the  Gre a t Mig ra tio n 

to  the  Gre a t De p re ssio n. Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss.  
 
Mo o re , Willia m. 1864 /  1868. Ca p t Wm Mo o re 's Ma p  o f the  Old Lo s  

 Ang e le s Wa te r Wo rks. C ity o f LA De p a rtme nt o f Pub lic  Wo rks 
 
Mo rriso n, P. 2001. Rio  L.A.: Ta le s fro m the  Lo s Ang e le s Rive r, Sa nta  Mo nic a : Ang e l 

C ity Pre ss. 



Los Angeles SHP Interpretive Master Plan    August 23, 2006 
 

 100

Mulla ly, La rry a nd  Bruc e  Pe tty. 2002. The  So uthe rn Pa c ific . In Lo s Ang e le s 1873-

1996. Sa n Ma rino , Ca lifo rnia : G o ld e n We st Bo o ks a nd  the  Lo s Ang e le s 
Ra ilro a d  He rita g e  Fo und a tio n. 

 
Na tio na l Pa rk Se rvic e . N.D. “ G re a t Pla c e s, G re a t De b a te s: O p e ning  Histo ric  Site s 

to  C ivic  Eng a g e me nt.”  Ap ril 1-2, 2004, c a ll fo r p ro p o sa ls. 
 
Ne wma rk, Ha rris. 1930. My Sixty Ye a rs in So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia . Ne w Yo rk: Ho ug hto n 

Mifflin Co mp a ny. 
 
Ne wla nd , Ja me s, a nd  He rb  Da lla s. 2006. Lo s Ang e le s Sta te  Histo ric  Pa rk: Cultura l 

Ma na g e me nt Study (p e nd ing  title ). Sa n Die g o : So uthe rn Se rvic e  Ce nte r. 
 
No rma rk, D. 1999. Cha ve z Ra vine , 1949: A Lo s Ang e le s Sto ry, Sa n Fra nc isc o : 

Chro nic le  Bo o ks. 
 
Nunis, Do yc e  B. Jr., (e d .). 2004. The  Fo unding  Do c ume nts o f Lo s Ang e le s:  A 

Biling ua l Editio n. Lo s Ang e le s: Histo ric a l So c ie ty o f So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia  a nd  
Za mo ra no  C lub  o f Lo s Ang e le s. 

 
Oa ke sho tt, G o rd o n B. 1978. Ca lifo rnia ’ s Cha ng ing  La ndsc a p e s, Mc Gra w-Hill 

Pub lishing  Co mp a ny. 
 
O ’ Fla he rty, Jo se p h S. 1972. An End a nd a  Be g inning :  The  So uth Co a st a nd Lo s 

Ang e le s, 1850-1887. Ne w Yo rk: Exp o sitio n Pre ss.  
 
O ’ Fla he rty, Jo se p h S. 1991. Tho se  Po we rful Ye a rs:  The  So uth Co a st a nd Lo s 

Ang e le s 1887-1917. Lo s Ang e le s: The  Histo ric a l So c ie ty o f So uthe rn 
Ca lifo rnia . 

 
Ord , U.S. Army Lt. Ed wa rd  Otho  Cre sa p . 1849. Pla n o f the  To wn o f Lo s Ang e le s. 

Lo s Ang e le s: C ity o f LA De p a rtme nt o f Pub lic  Wo rks. 
 
Orsi, Ja re d . 2004. Ha za rdo us Me tro p o lis:  Flo o ding  a nd Urb a n Ec o lo g y in Lo s 

Ang e le s. Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss. 
 
Osio , Anto nio  Ma ria . 1996. The  histo ry o f Alta  Ca lifo rnia : a  me mo ir o f Me xic a n 

Ca lifo rnia  /  b y Anto nio  Ma ría  Osio ; tra nsla te d , e d ite d , a nd  a nno ta te d  b y 
Ro se  Ma rie  Be e b e  a nd  Ro b e rt M. Se nke wic z. Ma d iso n, Wis.: Unive rsity o f 
Wisc o nsin Pre ss. 

 
Pa d d iso n, Jo shua , e d . 1999. A Wo rld Tra nsfo rme d:  Firstha nd Ac c o unts o f 

Ca lifo rnia  Be fo re  the  Go ld Rush. Be rke le y: He yd a y Bo o ks. 
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Pa yne , Dr. Rub y K. N.D. A Fra me wo rk fo r Unde rsta nding  Po ve rty, a ha ! Pro c e ss, 
Inc . http :/ / www.a ha p ro c e ss.c o m/ Bo o k_Fra me wo rk.html 

 
Pitt, Le o na rd . 1966. The  De c line  o f the  Ca lifo rnio s:  A So c ia l Histo ry o f the  Sp a nish-

Sp e a king  Ca lifo rnia ns, 1846-1890. Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss. 
 
Pitt, Le o na rd , a nd  Da le  Pitt. 1997. Lo s Ang e le s A to  Z:  An Enc yc lo p e dia  o f the  

City a nd Co unty. Be rke le y: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Pre ss.  
 
Po o le , Je a n Bruc e  a nd  Te vvy Ba ll. 2002. El Pue b lo :  The  Histo ric  He a rt o f Lo s 

Ang e le s. Lo s Ang e le s: G e tty Co nse rva tio n Institute  a nd  the  J. Pa ul G e tty 
Muse um. 

 
Po st, Ro b e rt C . 1989. Stre e t Ra ilwa ys a nd the  Gro wth o f Lo s Ang e le s:  

Ho rse , Ca b le , Ele c tric  Line s. Sa n Ma rino , CA: G o ld e n We st Bo o ks. 
 
Ra a b , Ma rk, a nd  And y Ya tsko . 1990. “ Pre histo ric  Huma n Ec o lo g y o f Q uinq uina , 

A Re se a rc h De sig n fo r Arc he o lo g ic a l Stud ie s o f Sa n C le me nte  Isla nd , 
So uthe rn Ca lifo rnia .”  Pa c ific  Co a st Arc ha e o lo g ic a l So c ie ty Qua rte rly 26:10-
37. 

 
Re id , Hug o . 1885. Hug o  Re id's a c c o unt o f the  India ns o f Lo s Ang e le s Co ., Ca l. 

Sa le m, MA: Printe d  a t the  Sa le m Pre ss. 
 
Rio s-Busta ma nte , Anto nio , a nd  Pe d ro  Ca stillo . 1982. An Illustra te d Histo ry o f 

Me xic a n Lo s Ang e le s 1781-1985. Lo s Ang e le s: Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  Lo s 
Ang e le s. 

 
Rio s-Busta ma nte , Anto nio  a nd  Pe d ro  Ca stillo . 1998. La tino s in Muse ums:  A 

He rita g e  Re me mb e re d . Pub lic  Histo ry Se rie s, Flo rid a : Krie g e r Pub lishing  
Co mp a ny. 
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