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GFWC Michigan

NEWSLETTER
Member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs since 1895

Calendar 

Jan. 15 GFWC MI Newsletter published 

Jan. 19 Martin Luther King Day  

Jan. 20 MI Board Tele-Conference 

Feb. 1 Club Reports Due to: Pres.  

 Fran & 1
st

 VP Donna 

Feb. 1 EYES Published 

Feb. 16 President’s Day 

Feb.17 Ed Foundation Board 

 Tele-Conference 

Mar. 1 EYES Published 

Mar. 10 GFWC MI Newsletter  

 articles to Chris 

April 16 GFWC MI Board meeting 

April 17 19, 2015 - 120
th

 GFWC MI  

 Convention – Grand Rapids 
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Northwestern District Has a New Project!Northwestern District Has a New Project!Northwestern District Has a New Project!Northwestern District Has a New Project! 
 
Sometimes opportunity strikes when we least expect it and that is what happened to our District and 
more specifically, to three of our Club members as they traveled to the Guiding Harbor auction in 
November.  Joyce Iltis, Sue Johnson and Ann Stellard decided to stop in Rockford for breakfast and visit 
the WAR Chest Boutique. The WAR Chest Boutique is the retail arm of the non-profit organization 
Women At Risk, International, for which W.A.R. is an acronym. It includes an online boutique, 3 retail 
stores, and WAR Int’l product parties held in homes, businesses and churches throughout the U.S.  
Women At Risk, International (WAR, Int’l) is a Grand Rapids-based, nonprofit organization, established 
to create circles of protection around at-risk women and children. Through culturally sensitive, value-
added intervention projects and partnerships, they provide safe places to heal from abuse, trafficking, 
exploitation, and more. Their programs and partnerships span the globe, reaching over 40 countries, 
including the United States.  

While shopping in the Boutique, they observed a conversation between the 
store clerk and another customer.  It seems this customer had won $100 the 
prior year at some type of event and decided to use the money to help others.  
So she purchased fabric, made a gorgeous quilt (the picture cannot do it 
justice).  She brought it to the Boutique to donate for sale.  But...she was told 
they could not accept the quilt because they only sold items made by women 
who are or have been at risk.  The woman was obviously disappointed.  And that 
is when Joyce and the group stepped in, explaining about GFWC and our 

interest in the issue of human trafficking.  So the woman gave the quilt to the group with the promise 
that they would figure out a way to turn the quilt into funds for WAR.  Traveling on, the threesome told 
their story to Fran Leonard and Chris Burns.  And so the idea to have a statewide raffle started to take 
shape.  One problem – GFWC MI does not qualify for a raffle license.  So a club would have to make 
application.  Then when to hold the raffle – how about in Grand Rapids next spring at the State 
Convention – inviting the quilt maker and a WAR representative. After further discussion it was agreed 
this should be included as part of the Northwestern District Special Project on human trafficking.  
GFWC-Big Rapids has secured the license. Each District in the state is being asked to sell tickets along 
with the clubs in the Northwestern District.  What a wonderful way for the women of GFWC MI to support 
our “sisters” who are at risk and in need of our help. 

Dee Van Horn, President Dee Van Horn, President Dee Van Horn, President Dee Van Horn, President                                                                                                                             deevanhorn@centurytel.net /  231-972-5737    
Northwestern District  

 

 
 

News from West Central News from West Central News from West Central News from West Central DistrictDistrictDistrictDistrict    
 
To the wonderful women of the West Central District, my apologies!  I submitted my November report 
late; I’m still getting used to the 10th of the month deadline!  So here is a report from last fall and into 
the winter!  And by the sight outside my window, winter is indeed here! 
 
GFWC Edmore started their club year in October with a presentation from the WCD Officers.  WCD Vice 
President Karen Merchant, Secretary Peg Fell, and Treasurer Elinor Weisgerber shared a program that 



explained GFWC from the top down to the clubs.  They also talked about the part the local club plays in 
the GFWC world.  There wouldn’t be a GFWC if it weren’t for the local clubs working hard to make a 
difference in their communities.  The officers were very well received and everyone had a great time.  
That night the Edmore women learned that the goal of refurbishing the community park in nearby 
McBride was nearing completion.  They had played a big part in helping with this project and are going 
to purchase a bench for the park with the GFWC Edmore name on it.  They are very proud of their efforts. 
 
The GFWC Edmore November meeting dealt with the very important topic of Human Trafficking.  Senator 
Judy Emmons was their speaker.  She has sponsored many bills in the state legislature that have been 
passed dealing with this topic. This is an emotional topic and the women were very moved by the 
presentation.  The club members came dressed in pajamas and a pajama fashion show was held.  The 
door prize winner for the evening won “pajamas in a bag” from the WAR (Women At Rick) boutique in 
Rockford.   A donation of $50 was made to WAR by the club. 
 
December brought the GFWC Edmore women’s annual Christmas meal and gift exchange.  After a short 
but to the point meeting President Beth had us form a circle with the present that we brought on our 
lap.   A story about Christmas was read. Every time the word left or right was mentioned, along with a 
number, we had to pass our gift according to the direction given in the story. We laughed and passed 
the gifts left and then right.  Finally the story ended and the gift on your lap was yours.  It was great fun.  
Following that we sang Christmas songs.  What a fun time for the ladies of Edmore and for me! 
 
I am planning on featuring a different club in each newsletter so look forward to updates from GFWC 
Caledonia in my next newsletter. Please take a moment to count your blessings; keep love in your heart, 
and share it every day! 
 
Karen Merchant, Karen Merchant, Karen Merchant, Karen Merchant, Vice PresidentVice PresidentVice PresidentVice President                                                    kmerchant2000@gmail.com / 616-522-1495 
West Central District 
 

 
A special note from Fran Leonard, GFWC MI PresidentA special note from Fran Leonard, GFWC MI PresidentA special note from Fran Leonard, GFWC MI PresidentA special note from Fran Leonard, GFWC MI President    

 
 
Dear Members, 
 
Many of you know Sister Sue Tracy from Spectrum Health and previous speaker at our conventions and 
other events. She was scheduled to speak at the Saturday evening Banquet of Convention on April 18th.  
I received a call from her today saying that she has had a major setback to her cancer and must cancel 
her spring engagements.  She now has the cancer in her brain and there are many chemo and radiation 
treatments ahead of her.  She, of course, apologized profusely for letting us down but I assured her that 
her health far out-weighed our needs and we just wanted her to take care of herself and try to beat this.  
So, I am asking for your prayers on her behalf.  Certainly, if there is more news I will get it to you right 
away. 
 
Thank you,  
Fran 
 



General Federation of Women’s Clubs Michigan 
120th Annual Convention                                   

April 17 – 19, 2015 
 

Registration Form 
(Please fill out one form for each member attending) 

 
Name_______________________________Club____________________District ____________ 
 
Address_____________________________City_________________________Zip___________ 
 
Badge Name_____________________Phone________________Email____________________ 
 

ARTICLE XVII REPRESENTATION 
Section 1.  Each club holding active membership, dues paid by December 1st of the current 
fiscal year, and having a membership of: 

(a)  Category 1: 1 – 20 members shall be allowed one delegate; 
(b)  Category 2: 21- 40 members shall be allowed two delegates; 
(c)  Category 3: 41 – 99 members shall be allowed three delegates; 
(d)  Category 4: 100+ members shall be allowed four delegates plus one delegate for 
       every additional 50 members 
(e) County Federations, dues paid by December 1st of the current fiscal year, 

may be represented by one delegate who shall be a member of a club holding active 
membership in GFWC Michigan. 

 
ARTICLE XVIII VOTING BODY 

Section 1.  At all meetings of GFWC Michigan voting shall be restricted to delegates, or in their 
absence, their registered alternates, from clubs or society’s belonging to GFWC Michigan, 
whose dues are paid by December 1st of the current fiscal year, and members of the Board of 
Directors of GFWC Michigan, Chairmen of Community Service Programs and other Programs, 
Standing and Special Committees and Past GFWC Michigan Presidents and Past Junior 
Directors. 
(A member holding 2 or more offices, chairmanships, or voting privileges carrying a vote shall 
be limited to vote only in one of the offices, chairmanships, or positions with voting privileges 
that are held by said member, in other words, one person, one vote.) 
 
Title_________________   Past State Pres.\Jr. Director______State\Advisory Board ________ 
 
Club President ____ Club Alternate _____Non Delegate _____ First Time Attendee _______ 
 

Registration Fee (entire weekend)   $25.00  ____________ 
 Daily Fee (if attending one day)    $14.00  ____________ 

Late Fee (past the deadline)    $25.00  ____________ 
Meals (total pg. 2)         ____________ 
 

Total Meals and Registration        ____________ 
 
Registration Deadline is April 1, 2015 
Please make check payable to:  GFWC Michigan 
Please mail registration and Meal Registration Form to: Connie Hopkins, GFWC MI Treasurer 
         309 West 6th Street 
         Evart, MI 49631 
         231-734-3970 - home 



    
                                      General Federation of Women’s Clubs Michigan  

120th Annual Convention 
April 17 – 19, 2015  

 
Meal Registration Form 

 
Name____________________________________Club____________________District_________ 
 
Friday, April 17, 2015 
 Lunch – Spinnaker Club Wrap                                        $17.00 ____________ 
 Ms Federation Banquet 
  Parmesan Whitefish or                                                                 $22.00 ____________ 
        Chicken Oscar              $22.00 ____________ 
         
Saturday, April 18, 2015  
 Lunch – Assorted Petite Sandwich Buffet           $20.00 ____________ 
 Banquet  
  Chicken Romano or             $22.00 ____________ 
  Braised Top Round             $22.00 ____________ 

 
Sunday, April 19, 2015 
 Hilton Breakfast Buffet               $18.00 ____________ 
 
                   Total ____________   
 
 
Dietary 
Restrictions___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please fill out one form for each person requiring meals. 
 
Due to the Privacy Act, please fill out Emergency Medical form available on line at gfwcmi.com or at the 
registration table. 

 
Hotel Registration Deadline is April 1, 2015 
The room rates are $93.00 + taxes per night for Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  This rate 
applies to a single room, double/double and a king room.  The cutoff date is April 1, 2015.  
Check in time is 3:00pm and check out is 12:00pm.   
Room reservations can be made by calling 616-957-0100 by Wednesday, April 1, 2015.  They 
must identify themselves as members of GFWC Michigan and use the group code: GFWC.  All 
reservations must be guaranteed and accompanied by a first night room deposit or 
guaranteed with a major credit card. 
Online Reservations: Reservations can also be made via a Personalized Group Web Page 
customized for your group.  Your web page address is: 
http://www.hilton.com/en/hi/groups/personalized/G/GRRHIHF-GFWC-20150415/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG 
 
Hilton Grand Rapids Airport, 4747 28th Street, Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
 
GFWC Michigan contacts are: 
Karen Merchant, State Convention Chairman – kmerchant2000@gmail.com / 616-522-1495 
Pat Kreple, Local Co-Chairman – pkreple@gmail.com / 269-795-4540 
Terri Starr, Local Co-Chairman – t1starr@charter.net / 269-672-5282 



FYI 
Convention Information 

 
The 120th State Convention of GFWC MI will be held April 17 – 19, 2015 at the Hilton Grand 
Rapids Airport Hotel and Convention Center in Grand Rapids.  The Southwestern District is 
excited to welcome all of our club sisters to this wonderful weekend of learning, fun and 
fellowship.   
 
The convention registration form and the meal registration form are included in this 
newsletter.  Also included is a detailed description of the meals and their cost.   
 
All rooms needed for our convention have been reserved.  The layout of the Hilton creates a 
convenient area for our convention.  The Hospitality Room, Decorations, Registration and 
many other areas are being handled by the women of Southwestern District.   
 
The hotel registration information is included on the meal registration form.  Both meal and 
hotel reservations are due by April 1. 2015.   
 
Southwestern District women in charge of registration appreciate that GFWC MI Treasurer 
Connie Hopkins will be sending registration information weekly.  This way they can make 
the registration materials as they come in.   Thanks, Connie! 
 
Friday night will be our Ms Federation Ceremony.  Carolyn Bailey is chairing this event and 
will be decorating the tables and making the booklets.  To help celebrate there will be a 
reception following the ceremony.   We always like to honor these women of GFWC MI. 
 
“Put Your Irish On” for our Saturday night banquet.  The band “Paddy’s Cure” will be our 
guests and our entertainment!  Be ready to enjoy a delicious meal followed by “Irish 
Delicacies” for dessert.  After our meal the band will fill our evening with lots of great 
music.  Dancing, laughing, sharing are all on the docket for a wonderful evening.  
 
Southwestern District is requesting 2 door prizes from each club. This request will be 
included in the official Call.  
 
There is no special tour scheduled for Thursday.  Instead, there will be detailed information 
on lots of places to visit in the Grand Rapids area.  The hotel is also very close to some 
great shopping malls.   
 
A big “Thank You” goes out to Terri Starr, Pat Kreple, and Becky Devenney for all of their 
support as we plan this convention.  I thank President Fran Leonard for asking me to chair 
this event.  Her support has been, and continues to be, a real source of encouragement.  
Donna Brown and Sue Johnson have also been very enthusiastic and helpful as we plan 
this event together.   
 
I look forward to seeing all of you in Grand Rapids next spring.  It is going to be a wonderful 
convention celebrating the wonderful women of GFWC MI. 
 
Thank you, 
Karen Merchant, GFWC MI 2015 State Conv. Chr         kmerchant2000@gmail.com / 616.522.1495��


