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Model Farms High School 

NEWSLETTER 
ISSUE 19 Term 2 – Week 10                             Monday 1 July  2013 

Gooden Drive, Baulkham Hills  Telephone: (02) 9624 3133  Facsimile: (02) 9838 8407 

Email:  modelfarms-h.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE… 
 
Student Success 
Year 10 student Anabelle Beasley has been selected by Deaf Australia to be one of the 
representatives to attend the World Federation of the Deaf Junior Camp which is held 
every four years. This year’s camp is in Rome, Italy, 12th – 20th July. It is a great 
honour for Anabelle to be selected, and she will be representing Australia on this 
international stage. When she returns from her trip Anabelle will make a presentation to 
the school about her experiences in Rome and her peers can learn about Anabelle’s 
participation in this international event and the important contributions she has made to 
the national and international deaf community. 
 
Congratulations to Year 10 students Emily Taylor and Lara Grzechnik who have been 
accepted into Senior State Dance Camp workshops. Joining them from year 8 will be 
Eryn O'Sullivan who will attend the Junior State Dance Camp. Judging by their dance 
performances at FAME these girls will do us proud. 
 
Fame at the Farms 
I hope you enjoyed FAME this week. It is a credit to the English faculty for staging such 
a professional event and pulling it all together in the absence of Ms Coffey who has 
traditionally been the leader of the FAME team. The performances were worthy of a 
television show and I was most impressed with how the students showcased their 
talents. I am very proud of the incredible team sound and lighting crew who produced a 
very classy show. I thank the staff who designed programs, printed and sold tickets, 
supervised the green room, cooked the BBQ, or helped clean up when the event was 
over and know it would not have been possible without their unending support. Now, 
let’s do it all again in 2014.  
 
School Holiday HSC Workshops 
There will be many workshops held at the school during the holidays for Year 12 
students. While I do not have a definitive list I do know that students will have been 
told by their teachers when those workshops will happen and what topics they will 
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cover. I am very proud of the staff who give up their personal time to provide extra 
tuition to our students in the hope that it will assist their preparation for the trials and 
the HSC exams. I encourage all HSC students to make the most of the holiday period, 
whether coming in to school for a workshop or not, and their path to the HSC exams 
will be less bumpy for sure. 
 
Christina Bennet 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WISHING YOU ALL A SAFE AND RESTFUL 
HOLIDAY 

 
SCHOOL RESUMES ON 

 TUESDAY 16 JULY 2013 
 

 
 
  



Newsletter Page 3 

 

WWW.MODELFARMS-H.SCHOOLS.NSW.EDU.AU 

 

FROM THE DEPUTY …MR GRADY 
 
Fame at the Farms 
 

hroughout the last couple of months, many staff members, parents and students 
have approached me and spoke about the quality of Fame at the Farms. In fact 
Mrs Bennet had also informed me that when she attended her first night a few 

years ago, she was "blown away" by the performers on the evening. 
 
As a result, I went to Fame at the Farms on the Tuesday evening with great 
excitement, though cautious, as often when we set ourselves very high expectations, 
 anything short of this can be a letdown. 
 
There are many words I can use to describe my experience, though the one I used 
most on the evening was "wow". The depth and quality of the performers at this school 
is simply stunning. Each and every performer can be incredibly proud of their efforts 
and I can honestly say that I have never seen a school production that rivals this event. 
 
I would also like to recognise some other individuals and groups that make Fame at the 
Farms the event. Congratulations to Ms Dunger Mr Keen and Mr Montgomery for their 
work in coordinating the students and staff in the build up to Fame at the Farms, 
especially in the absence of Ms Coffey. Also, this event would not be the success it is 
without the efforts of the teachers of music, dance and drama including Ms Gregory, Ms 
Estacio, Mr Neville and Ms Middleton.  The wonderful work of a number of staff 
members, who worked behind the scenes and in attending and supporting the event, is 
also to be congratulated.  
 
I would also like to recognise the students who worked behind the scenes. The Tuesday 
night production was seamless, and this only occurs when individuals and groups work 
together with one purpose. Some of those behind the scenes include the back stage 
crew, the lighting and sound crews and the designers. Congratulations to everyone 
involved and also to the parents for supporting the staging of this production. 
 
Year 11 Students 
I would like to remind all Year 11 students about the rules and regulations underpinning 
the school's Preliminary course assessment policy. In particular, if you are away sick on 
the day of an assessment task (or the day the task is due to be submitted), you will 
require proof of your illness. For illness, a Doctor's certificate will need to be presented. 
 
Scripture Program Evaluation 
As mentioned in previous newsletters, as a part of the Schools evaluation cycle, Model 
Farms High School will be evaluating the Scripture program in 2013. The purpose of the 

T 
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review is to ensure the best possible outcomes for your child. As part of the review, we 
would like to know the opinion of parents.  All responses are confidential. 
 
This very short survey should take less than 10 minutes and will be combined with 
other data tools to determine areas of strength and to identify ways that improvements 
in the organisation and communication of scripture can be made. Your completion of 
this survey is voluntary, though your opinion is always highly valued. We ask that you 
complete the survey by Friday 19 July 2013. The link to the survey can be found here, 
or alternatively, the URL to be copied into your browser is below. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/PKXGQ7Z 
 

 
Have a wonderful week, 
Mark Grady 
Deputy Principal 
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FROM THE DEPUTY …MR ANDERSON 
 
Year 9 Subject Selection for 2014: Parents of Year 8 Students 
Please be aware that students will soon be required to make subject selections for 
2014. On the first day back after the break Year 8's will be given their "Handbook" and 
subject selection forms. They will have until the 26th of July to lodge their forms in the 
front office and complete their online selection. 
 
Please note that selections cannot be made until students have been given their logins 
for the process. This will occur on Tuesday the 16th of July with selections needing to 
be completed by the 26th of July. Students will be spoken to by several of the Head 
Teachers who will provide them with more detailed information about the courses on 
offer. I have attached an advance digital copy of the handbook to the school website 
for those parents who believe they need to spend some time over the break considering 
and discussing options with their son/daughter. Please remember these subjects win 
need to be studied for two years. It is important that students understand this. 
 
Year 10 Meeting:  Wednesday 17th July in the Hall  
All Year 10 students will need to have their subject selections made on their gold 
coloured form no later than Wednesday of the first week back.  All students will be 
interviewed by a member of the school executive who will check their pattern of study 
and discuss possible concerns or issues.  Students who are selecting a pattern of study 
which includes a TVET course will be seeing Ms Woods.  Students who have selected a 
SVET course will be seeing Ms Elliott.  
 
It is vital that students have completed all parts of the gold form including a signature 
from a parent.   
 
Any student who wishes to ignore the advice given by the Head Teacher Maths or 
English needs to see them and have the HT sign next to the subject concerned BEFORE 
the panel meeting. Parents and students are strongly advised to take note of the levels 
indicated. They are made with the best interests of the student in mind and take 
account of the student’s particular level of ability. 
  
Wednesday  17th July in the Hall  
Period 1   
10GA Puleo 
10HE Jiminez 
10 Careers Woods Period 2 
10GR Barons 
10HT Bowen 
10GV Middleton 
After this meeting students will be given the “all clear” to make their online selections.  
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Track Suit Pants: 
On Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday students are not permitted to wear track 
suit pants in the place of standard uniform items. While I can appreciate how warm 
they may be there are ways of wearing our uniform that can keep you warm as well. 
On Wednesday students can wear the school track suit pants or plane navy track suit 
pants (no stripes, logos or splashes of other colour). Again, our aim is to keep everyone 
looking uniform (the same). Black track suit pants are not to be worn. The only 
exception is the Sydney West Region track pants which students have earned through 
outstanding performance in sport- but only on Wednesdays or for PE. 
 
Holiday Jobs for kids who say “I’m Bored”  
1.  Print off all their notes etc from their laptop. Print these out and stick them into 

their notebook in the correct order. This means combining handwritten notes, 
handouts and laptop files into content specific sections.  

 
2.  Jump onto the school calendar and ensure that all the terms assessment tasks (if 

they have been published) are added to their personal study calendar. If they do 
not have a calendar to plot out tasks use their homework diary calendar.  

 
3.  Tip everything out of their school bag and give it a hose out (the only word that 

comes close to describing the bottom of some bags is GROSS!)  
 
4.  Try on the individual bits of their uniform. If it is too small, too tight or too short 

pack it up for the uniform shop so it can be given to someone who is smaller, 
skinnier or has shorter legs.  

 
5.  Go through their laptop and file things by subject. Get rid of unneeded media 

files and sort things by the subject and topic. Get rid of the “flash games” which 
take up space and provide a distraction from work. 

 
ongratulations to the following sports stars who achieved fantastic results at the 
Sydney West Cross Country:  
 

12 Years: Teigan Saunders 2nd 
13 Years: Leah McDonald 1st 
16 Years: Gemma Harland 1st, Loredana Caltanide 6th 
17 Years: Brooke McDonald 1st Fletcher Bailey 3rd 
 
Mark Anderson 
Deputy Principal 
 
 
  

C 
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TERM 3 
 
WEEK 1  
Mon 15/07 Staff Development Day 
Tues 16/07 Yr 8 Subject Selection 

Meet TLC p4 
Yr 12 Exams 

Wed 17/07 Yr 12 Exams 
Thur 18/07 Yr 11 Biology Incursion p3 
 Yr 7 Boxer Shorts Assign 

due 
 Yr 12 Exams 
Fri 19/07 8F1 Ma famile assignment 

due 
 Premier’s Debating 

Challenge 
 Yr 10 Food Tech Assign 

due 
 Yr 11 Biology Excursion 
 Yr 12 Exams 
 
WEEK 2 
Mon 22/07 7B French Powerpoint 

Presentations 
 7N French Powerpoint 

Presentation 
Yr 12 Exams 

Tue 23/07 7V French Powerpoint 
Presentation 

 Yrs 7&8 Parent Teacher 
Night 

 Yr 12 Exams 
Wed 24/07 Yr 12 Exams 
Thur 25/07 7LI French Assignment 

due 
 RACI Chemistry Quiz 
 Yr 12 Exams 
Fri 26/07 7R French Powerpoint 

Presentation 
 Yrs 7&9 Vaccinations 
 Yr 12 Exams 
 

 
 
 
 
WEEK 3 
Mon 29/07 Yr 11 Ancient History 

Historical Investigation due 
 Yr 12 S&C PIP due 3pm 
 Yrs 9&10 Motivational Talk 

Guest speaker in hall p2 
Tues 30/07 Yrs 9 and 10 Presentation 

Assembly 
 HSC Dance Performance 

Evening 
Wed 31/07 ICAS English Exam periods 

1&2, Yrs 7-12 
 Crossroads Camp 
 Yr 11 Advanced English 

Module B Reading Journal 
Assessment 

 10:00am-3:00pm Pulse 
Choir Rehearsal 

Thur 01/08 Australian Mathematics 
Competition 

 Macquarie Uni Lunchtime 
Talk Yr 12 students 

 Crossroads Camp 
Fri 02/08 Jeans 4 Jeans Day 
 Yr 11 Legal Studies Media 

Report 
 Crossroads Camp 
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FROM HT ADMIN . . . MRS PLEDGER 
 
 
 
 
Attendance and Reports 
 
As many years complete their half yearly exams, staff are starting to prepare students half yearly 
reports. This includes compiling the attendance data that is included on these reports. Below are 
the reporting period dates for each year to be used on the half yearly reports. Please ensure that 
all absence notes are returned promptly so that your child does not have any unexplained 
absences on their reports. The DEC policy is that if an explanation is not received within 7 days it 
is supposed to remain unjustified but still explained. Thus returning notes to school before the 7 
 days is up is extremely important. 
 
NOTES RECEIVED FOR THESE DATES (ABOVE) AFTER REPORTS ARE COMPLETED, 
WILL BE UPDATED BUT REPORTS WILL NOT BE REPRINTED. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Attendance and Exemptions 
At present a large number of families are applying for exemptions from school for their 
children due to family holidays. The DEC rules for exemptions clearly state that 
exemptions must be applied for before the student goes on leave. Also when the 
leave is for an extended time (7 days or more) travel documents must be supplied. 
Model Farms High also requires that students collect work from their teachers to 
complete while they are away. If all of this paperwork is NOT completed before the 
student leaves the exemption will NOT be approved. This includes returning the 
student work information sheet to the front office totally complete before the leave 
commences. Once all paperwork is completed a letter from the school will be given to 
the student stating that the exemption has been approved. 
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FROM THE SCIENCE FACULTY  
 
Experience What Studying at University is Like 
 
These programs offer Year 9 and Year 10 students an opportunity to take a short course at 
Universities in New South Wales over the Summer.  You study about every area of science and 
some courses are aimed at one area of science and others are more broad.  The brochure gives 
you a full ideal of what is on offer. 
 
Check out the website: 
 
http://www.scienceexperience.com.au/ 
 

 
 
Enjoy exploring Science 
 
 
Fiona Hoy 
Head Teacher, Science 
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From the FACULTY THAT COUNTS                                    

 
 
 
 

Congratulations to the following Maths merit recipients: 
 
 

Year 7 
Jack Barnes, Sarah Bernard, 
Jayden Chesson, Stephen 
Frost, Pavani Subramaniam. 
 
 

Year 10 
Shuhong Cao 
Year 11 
Vi Ngo 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
This Week’s News: 
The Trial HSC will be held in the first two weeks of Term 3 and we wish all of our General 
Mathematics, Mathematics, Extension 1 and Extension 2 students all the best for their exams.  

 
Free Maths Tuition:  
Free Maths tuition is provided every Thursday afternoon after school from 
3pm to 4pm. Years 7 to 10 are in room 8-07 and Years 11 and 12 in 8-06.  
It is fully supervised by the Mathematics Faculty.    
 
 

 
Calculators: 
Please make sure that all students have their own calculator.  The Casio fx-82AU is sold at the 
uniform shop for $35.  Students need this calculator from Year 7.  It is vital for their progress that 
students are familiar with their calculator and know how to use the different functions.   
 
We hope that everyone has a safe and relaxing July School holiday break and that you will all 
come back ready for another busy Term 3. 
 
 
 
Have a Mathematical Week 
From Jackie Dalton and the Maths Faculty Staff 
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Global Leaders Convention 
 
On Friday 31st May, four students from the Model Farms Prefect Team attended the Global 
Leaders Convention, held by World Vision. With a focus on the 40 Hour Famine, the convention's 
aim was to encourage New South Wales' youths to make a difference within their communities 
and to ignite their spark of leadership inside them. 
  
After battling through peak hour traffic, we arrived at Luna Park for registration at 8:30 to enter 
the conference room at 9:00. We were joined there by over 1000 other students from across the 
state, from years 10-12. The conference began with a welcoming mood, with the audience being 
informed that leadership is merely a switch which we can turn on inside our head, and that life is 
all about money! 
  
We participated in a massive multiplayer game which simulated the human need for survival, 
seemingly competing against the other students attending the convention. Our only instruction 
was to survive, but the game resulted in certain people becoming powerhouses at the expense of 
other students. It was through this result that the World Vision ambassadors enlightened us of the 
inequality that everyday people can create when given the opportunity. However, they also 
provided us with the information that we have the ability to create equality in the world, and 
encouraged us to make a difference. 
  
The last sessions comprised of various slides being presented, showing us the disadvantages that 
the people of the developing country of Malawi face. They encouraged not only the participation 
of the 40 Hour Famine but the organisation of the event within the school. As a result, the 40 
Hour Famine will be run Liam, Josh, Cassi and Taylor of Year 11 this year. 
  
The 40 Hour Famine will be running from 16-18 August 2013, and we encourage all to participate 
in this worthy cause. Just remember that anything can be given up for the famine, not just food. 
  
From Liam Campbell, Joshua Donohoo, Cassandra Easthorpe and Taylor Starc. 
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From the COMMERCE DEPARTMENT                                    
 
 
 
On Friday the 31st of May, 30 Year 10 Commerce students went on an excursion to the Downing 
Centre Court Complex as part of their studies. Some students were lucky enough to meet various 
people who work in the criminal justice system, while others had the pleasure to observe the 
implementation of justice in the NSW court system. I can proudly report that the student involved 
upheld the standard on Model Farms through their excellent behaviour. 
 
NB Parents please be aware the $14 refund for the cancelled charter bus will be returned to 
students at school in cash early in Term 3.  
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BAULKHAM HILLS CRICKET CLUB INC 
2013/2014 Season 

 

Registration Day 

For both Junior and Senior players 

New players always welcome! 
 

Saturday 20th July - 9:00am to 2:00pm 

Saturday 27
th

 July – 9.00am to 2.00pm 

Baulkham Hills Sports Club, Renown Rd, Baulkham Hills 

Milo In2Cricket for 5-8 year olds – Friday nights from 6pm-7.30pm at Charles McLaughlin Reserve. 

The season runs from September to December only (approx 10 weeks) 

 

Junior Cricket 

We have teams in every age group. Family discounts apply. 

 

Under 10’s (Modified rules) play on Saturday mornings 8.30am -11.00am from September to 

March. 

 

Under 11,12,13,14,15 & 16’s play on Saturday mornings 8.30am -12pm from September to 

March. 

 

Senior cricket 

For ages 17 & over 

Senior cricket is played on Saturday afternoons 1.30pm -6.15pm from September to March. 

We normally field a minimum of 10 senior teams each year. 

 

Junior training and grading will be held throughout August 

Senior training and grading also in August 

 

Whether you are a first time player or someone returning to the game, come & find out why we are the 

biggest club in the Hills District. 

Find more details on our website 

www.baulkocricket.com.au 
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The office may need to contact you urgently please complete the form below and 

detach from newsletter and return to the front office. 
 

CHANGE OF CONTACT INFORMATION 
MODEL FARMS HIGH SCHOOL 

 

Name of Student: ____________________________________  Year ___________  

New Address: ________________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________  Postcode: ______  

Correspondence: ______________________________________________________  

___________________________________________________  Postcode: ______  

Email Address: _______________________________________________________  

New Home Phone No. __________________________________________________  

Mother Mobile: ________________________________________________________  

Mother Work: _________________________________________________________  

Father Mobile: ________________________________________________________  

Father Work __________________________________________________________  

Emergency Contact if changed: _________________________________________  

Phone No. ____________________________________________  

Any change in Medical Condition e.g. Allergy, Asthma etc.  

Details _______________________________________________________________  

Bus Pass:   YES / NO 
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SPORT BUS PASSES CAN NOT BE PURCHASED ON WEDNESDAYS 
 

Sports Bus 

052-001 
 

Please indicate preferred pass: 
 

 A 5 trip pass for $37.50  No. of passes ______ Total $________ 
 

 A 10 trip pass for $75.00  No. of passes  ______ Total  $________ 
 

 

Name of Student/s _______________________________________Year/s____________ 
 

 
Payment by: CASH        CHEQUE
   

 

PAYMENT BY MASTERCARD OR VISA SLIP  

Please circle the appropriate card  

Please debit my Mastercard / Visa Account No:  

 

   

 

Amount in figures _____________________________  

Expiry Date: _______________ CCV: ___________  

 

 

Name of Credit Card Holder (as shown on card) _______________________________  

 

Signature of Credit Card Holder: ____________________________________________   
 


