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President’s Message

Victor W. Weedn, MD, JD

2015-16 President

The Laura and John Arnold Foundation (LJAF) 

has awarded $1.5M to the Academy to establish 

a Standards Development Organization (SDO). I 

believe that this is strategic for our organization’s 

future and critical to our forensic science 

community now.

Although forensic medicine and toxicology have 

origins from many centuries ago, many would 

date the rise of forensic science to the 1893 

treatise of Hans Gross. Forensic science became a 

widely-recognized profession in the 20th century 

and the forensic science community generally 

organized over the latter half of the century. It is 

no coincidence that the Academy was formed in 

1948. The beginnings of national and international 

forensic standards began development only in the 

last quarter century (e.g., TWGDAM formed in 

1988).

The 2009 National Research Council (NRC) 

Report, Strengthening Forensic Science: A Path 

Forward was critical of the forensic science 

community and emphasized the need for 

improving quality assurances, including continued 

standards-setting and enforcement. They wrote:

…Standards and best practices create 

a professional environment that allows 

organizations and professions to create 

quality systems, policies, and procedures and 

maintain autonomy from vested interest groups. 

Standards ensure desirable characteristics 

of services and techniques such as quality, 

reliability, efficiency, and consistency among 
practitioners. Typically standards are 

enforced through systems of accreditation and 

certification, wherein independent examiners 
and auditors test and audit the performance, 

policies, and procedures of both laboratories 

and service providers.

In the first quarter of the 21st century, we will 
witness the widespread promulgation, adoption, 

and enforcement of recognized standards and, 

I think likely also, the true regulation of our 

continued on page 25

We are most pleased to announce that the American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) has 

received $1.5M, over a four-year period, from the Laura and John Arnold Foundation to establish 

an accredited Standards Development Organization (SDO), to create standards in support of 

the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Organization for Scientific Area 
Committees (OSAC) and to make those standards freely available to all.  AAFS has contracted 

with Mary C. McKiel, PhD, of The McKiel Group, to assist in developing the application to 

American National Standards Institute (ANSI) to become an ANSI Standards Developer (ASD) 

and to generate American National Standards.  AAFS will also be hiring staff to manage the 

SDO program and will be procuring Kavi software in support of this effort.  We hope to be able 

to accept proffered putative standards from the OSAC by the AAFS Annual Meeting in Las 

Vegas, February 22-27, 2016.

AAFS Receives Funding to Establish an Accredited 

Standards Development Organization (SDO)



Academy News2

Inside This Issue

President’s Message  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1

AAFS Receives Funding to Establish an Accredited Standards 

  Development Organization (SDO)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    1

AAFS Policy Page  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    3

Transformation:  Embracing Change - Anthropology Section  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4

Transformation:  Embracing Change - Criminalistics Section . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    4

A Word from Your 2016 Program Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    6

68th Annual Scientific Meeting Accommodations Information . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

AAFS Policy on Abstracts and Presentations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    8

Attend the AAFS Annual Meeting and Win  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    8

FSF Student Travel Grants Information  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    9

FSF/CRC Press Student Travel Grant Book Prize  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .    9

AAFS Guidelines for Poster Presentations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   10

Guidelines for the Richard Rosner Award for Best Paper  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   10

AAFS Guidelines for Using An LCD Projector . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   11

Complete your AAFS Membership Application Online . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   11

2016 Annual Meeting Volunteer Form  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   12

AAFS International Educational Outreach Program 2015 - Croatia  . . . . . . . . . .   13

FSF Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   18

FSF Needs Your Help With The 2016 Silent Auction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   18

Section News  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   20

Applicants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   29

In Memoriam  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   35

Young Forensic Scientists Forum Newsletter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   36

Meetings & Conferences . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   39

Officers 2015-2016
PRESIDENT

Victor W. Weedn, MD, JD

PRESIDENT-ELECT
John E. Gerns, MFS

PAST PRESIDENT
Daniel A. Martell, PhD

VICE PRESIDENTS
Zeno J. Geradts, PhD
Norman J. Sauer, PhD

SECRETARY
Susan M. Ballou, MS

TREASURER
Betty Layne DesPortes, JD, MS

Board of Directors

ANTHROPOLOGY
Laura C. Fulginiti, PhD

CRIMINALISTICS
Ken Williams, MS, JD

DIGITAL & MULTIMEDIA SCIENCES
David W. Baker, MFS

ENGINEERING SCIENCES
Laura L. Liptai, PhD

GENERAL
Julie A. Howe, MBA

JURISPRUDENCE
Roderick T. Kennedy, JD

ODONTOLOGY
John P. Kenney, DDS, MS

PATHOLOGY/BIOLOGY
Gregory G. Davis, MD

PSYCHIATRY & BEHAVIORAL 
SCIENCE

Christopher R. Thompson, MD

QUESTIONED DOCUMENTS
Carl R. McClary, BA

TOxICOLOGY
Ruth E. Winecker, PhD

AAFS Staff

ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Anne Warren

ExECUTIVE ASSISTANT &
CE COORDINATOR

Kimberly Wrasse

DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT
& ACCREDITATION

Nancy Jackson

FINANCE MANAGER
Debbie Crockett

ACCOUNTANT
James Williamson

ACCOUNTING ASSISTANT 
Tracie McCray

MEETINGS & ExPOSITIONS 
MANAGER

Sondra Doolittle

ASSISTANT MEETINGS MANAGER
Salena Medina

MEETINGS ASSISTANT & 
ExHIBIT COORDINATOR

Heather Jefferson

ASSISTANT EDITOR
Toni Merritt

PUBLICATIONS COORDINATOR
Sonya Bynoe

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR
Cheryl Hunter

MEMBERSHIP ASSISTANT
Samantha Marriott

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT &
VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR 

Samantha Roach

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY & 
WEBSITE COORDINATOR

Jeff Lubbers

February 22-27, 2016

Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino

Las Vegas, NV

February 13-18, 2017

Hyatt Regency New Orleans

New Orleans, LA

February 19-24, 2018

Washington State Convention Center

Seattle, WA

February 18-23, 2019

The Baltimore Convention Center

Baltimore, MD

February 17-22, 2020

Anaheim Convention Center

Anaheim, CA

February 15-20, 2021

George R. Brown Convention Center

Houston, Tx

Future AAFS Annual Meeting Dates

Academy News (ISSN#: 0739-7666) is published bi-monthly by the American Academy of 

Forensic Sciences, 410 North 21st Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904.  Send address change to 

Academy News, 410 North 21st Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904. The deadline for inclusion of 

material in the next issue of Academy News is October 1, 2015.



Academy News 3

P
o
licy

AAFS Policy Page

LEGISLATION:

Source: Victor W. Weedn, MD, JD, AAFS 2015-16 President

There has not been much on the Federal legislative front that is visible, but the Consortium of Forensic 

Science Organizations (CFSO) has been very active. The current makeup of the CFSO is: Matthew 

Gamette (ASCLD, Chair), Kim Collins (NAME, Vice Chair), Ken Martin (IAI, Treasurer), Marie 

Marino (IAFN, Secretary), Victor Weedn (AAFS), Tim Rohrig (SOFT), Yale Caplan (ABFT), and Beth 

Lavach (advocate). The CFSO sent a letter to the Attorney General suggesting input from the forensics 

community in their hair analysis and other forensic science reviews. The CFSO helped coordinate 

the announcement of the FBI DNA allele population frequency correction. The CFSO has provided 

some input into the legislative language for a new Cornyn/Leahy bill. One issue that has surfaced 

is the duplication of the NIST OSAC Forensic Science Standards Board (FSSB) and the proposed 

DOJ Office of Forensic Sciences’ (OFS) Forensic Sciences Board (FSB). We believe the NIST FSSB 
model is effective and are asking Congress to evaluate that model for use as the OFS FSB. The CFSO 

has suggested that an effort in the Senate Commerce Committee should focus on forensic science 

research. The CFSO participated in hearings on sexual assault kits and on rapid DNA. The CFSO 

supports funding of sexual assault testing but opposes tracking through all stages of processing; the 

CFSO supports VAWA reauthorization and funding. The CFSO is opposed to HR 320 in its current 

form, but supports legislation that would enable DNA testing at booking stations as an investigatory 

effort. The CFSO supports reauthorization and full funding of the Justice-for-All Act, which includes 

the Coverdell Forensic Science Improvement Act grant funding program. Recently, a SAFE Act has 

been introduced that includes sections that affect the forensic community, particularly regarding DNA 

testing and evidence collection, which we are studying and monitoring.

The CFSO recently conducted a survey of its members with the following ranking of priorities: (1) 

forensic science reform/advancement legislation; (2) accreditation funding; (3) certification funding; 
(4) grant reform/Coverdell; (5) rapid DNA legislation; and, (6) rape kit backlog.

NCFS COMMITTEE REPORT:

Source: Dean M. Gialamas, MS, AAFS NCFS Committee Chair

The National Commission on Forensic Science (NCFS) will have held its seventh meeting on August 

10-11, in Washington, DC. At press time (August 1), the meeting was still pending, so the information 

in this article may have some additional updates by the time you are reading this article. Some 

highlights expected at the next meeting include:

Commission Business: The NCFS will be proposing the creation of new subcommittee called the 

Subcommittee on Procedures and Operations (SPO). The SPO will be a standing Subcommittee of the 

Commission comprised of a total of eight members: four Commissioners selected by the Commission 

reflecting a balance of professional experiences and perspectives, as well as the Vice-Chairs, the 
Designated Federal Official, and a representative of the White House’s Office of Science and 
Technology Policy.

The SPO will provide support and counsel to the Co-Chairs/Vice-Chairs on administrative and 

procedural matters raised by Commissioners or Commission Officials, including but not limited to: (1) 
the preparation of Commission meeting agendas and topics; (2) the drafting or revision of guidance 

documents designed to assist Commissioners in the performance of their duties; (3) the establishment, 

dissolution, and scope of other Subcommittees; and, (4) any revisions of the Commission bylaws. The 

members of the SPO will serve as liaisons to the Commissioners and the Commissioners may request 

guidance from the SPO on any matter affecting Commission Business. The SPO will exist to aid in the 

smooth operation of the Commission and it will not develop “formal” Commission Work Products. 

The intent of the SPO is to convene as soon as practicable after each Commission meeting to discuss 

Commission operations.

Work Products Anticipated:

The NCFS is anticipated to vote to approve the following final work products:

continued on page 28
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Transformation:  Embracing Change

Anthropology Section

Source:  Angi M. Christensen, PhD, Section Secretary

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in the articles contained in the Academy News are those of the identified authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Academy.

Forensic anthropologists know a thing or two about transformation. We know it as evolution. Not only have we studied it as 

academics, we have experienced it as a discipline. We understand the driving principles and underlying forces, and we know the 

potential consequences. In the context of anthropology as a forensic science and the 2016 AAFS meeting theme, Transformation: 

Embracing Change, we know that (through selection?) those with the knowledge, skills, experience, desire, drive, dedication, and 

flexibility to adapt to our changing environment will survive, grow, flourish, and develop into a fitter and more successful form, 
passing our accumulated traits and qualities on to the next generation. Those who do not, will become extinct. And we anthropologists 

are survivors.

Although a relatively young forensic science field, we have already experienced a rather significant evolution in the past ~50 years. 
Beginning as physical anthropologists and anatomists who were informally trained or self-taught in forensic applications, forensic 

anthropology today (due to founder effects?) is a well-established discipline that has experienced a significant recent expansion in 
attention and breadth, facilitated in part by increased public, media, and professional interest. We have gone from providing the 

occasional biological profile and trauma assessment to offering an increasingly wide range of services including search and recovery 
of remains, determination of skeletal versus non-skeletal origin, determination of human versus non-human origin, assessment of 

forensic significance, estimation of biological parameters, trauma analysis, personal identification, postmortem interval estimation, 
mass disaster response, and human rights investigation. While traditional approaches typically involved a visual assessment and the 

occasional caliper measurement, today we employ a suite of sophisticated technologies and instrumentation including total station, 

geographic information systems, osteometric software, global positioning systems, digitizers, laser scanners, alternate light sources, 

infrared photography, X-ray fluorescence spectrometry, microscopy, histology, radiology, stable isotope analysis, and radiocarbon 
dating. Coupled with this has been a significant increase in the number of cases we work, searches and recoveries we perform, 
testimonies we provide, research we conduct, publications we author, graduate programs we oversee, and curricula we develop 

specifically tailored to prepare students for careers in forensic anthropology. Moreover, forensic anthropologists today are employed 
in a wide variety of professional settings including universities, medical examiner’s offices, museums, government laboratories, and 
other national and international organizations. Forensic anthropology is clearly an extremely dynamic field and, like all good sciences, 
is in a constant state of revision and advancement.

The scientific, political, and legal landscapes in which we perform our work are constantly changing as well and we must adapt 
(through drift?) along with it. As a discipline, we have been very cognizant and proactive in recent years in keeping the science ahead 

of legal and legislative changes that impact the field. This includes increased attention to the validity of anthropological approaches in 
the wake of the Daubert decision, the formation of the Scientific Working Group for Forensic Anthropology to establish discipline best 
practices, and participation on NIST’s Organization of Scientific Area Committees working to publish standards and guidelines for the 
field. We must continue to be aware of our environment and active in these initiatives.

As all forensic sciences are becoming increasingly complex, we are also becoming progressively reliant on interdisciplinary 

interaction and cooperation which has also influenced the evolution of forensic anthropology (through flow?). We are becoming 
significantly less isolated, frequently working together with professionals and practitioners in other forensic and scientific disciplines 
to enhance our knowledge and achieve the most reliable results. This has included recent collaborations with chemists, biomechanists, 

skeletal health experts, engineers, document examiners, geneticists, and pathologists, resulting in, among other things, a vastly 

improved understanding of skeletal fracture mechanics, bone chemistry, child abuse, and microbial biomarkers. Through the continued 

exchange of information and ideas, we will continue to grow and improve as a discipline.

These forces will require significant work and changes (mutation?) on our part. As aspiring practitioners, students of today’s forensic 
anthropology will need to be prepared for education and training programs that are lengthy, specialized, and intense. Rather than 

simply an anthropology degree with a physical anthropology focus, students will need to seek advanced degrees that incorporate 

courses and training in osteology, biology, anatomy, pathology, epidemiology, research methods, evolutionary theory, biomechanics, 

statistics, radiology, photography, microscopy, legal procedures, and evidence handling. In the relatively near future, certification of 
practitioners and accreditation of the laboratories in which they perform their work may be required, which will demand that aspiring 

practitioners pursue and achieve certification and ensure that their laboratories and practices are compliant with nationally recognized 
standards.

continued on page 28
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Transformation:  Embracing Change

It’s Time to Lead, Follow, or Get Out of the Way – Criminalistics Section

Source:  John J. Lentini, BA, Section Chair

Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in the articles contained in the Academy News are those of the identified authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Academy.

The theme of this year’s Academy meeting, Transformation: Embracing Change, could not be more appropriate or timely. Today’s 

forensic scientists are living in interesting times. The profession is changing rapidly, and those who do not embrace change are 

destined to be run over by it.

It has been more than six years since the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) Report, Strengthening Forensic Science in the United 

States: A Path Forward, was released to coincide with the Academy’s 2009 Annual Meeting. Since then, it has seemed to some that 

everybody was talking about the report but nobody was doing anything about it, sort of like the weather. In fact, thoughtful forensic 

scientists were engaging in discussions and plans, and those plans finally came to fruition in 2014 when the Organization for Scientific 
Area Committees in Forensic Science (OSAC) was established, and members were appointed.

The first in-person subcommittee meetings took place in January 2015 and work continues on the development of a registry of 
standards and a registry of guidelines. One of the first things that any science requires is a consensus on what standards are appropriate 
and what disciplines are based on a sufficient scientific foundation. The AAFS has a significant number of members in the OSAC, and 
it is important that the Academy assume a leadership role in the changes that are coming.

Other organizations have taken an interest in forensic science, and it is important that the AAFS stay abreast of the developments 

occurring outside of the Academy and constructively participate in these activities. This article will try to stay focused on the good 

news, because there is no shortage of depressing stories.

In late July, the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) sponsored the first-ever International Symposium on Forensic 
Science Error Management – Detection, Measurement and Mitigation. This meeting was well attended and it was refreshing to see 

forensic scientists embracing the measurement of error, as opposed to the denial that error exists, which was common in the immediate 

aftermath of the NAS Report. Highlights included a significant focus on cognitive bias issues as a source of error. Alastair Ross, 
Director of the National Institute of Forensic Science, Australia New Zealand Policing, spoke about some of the other sources of error 

in forensic science and pointed out “trying too hard” as one frequent cause of error.

Trying too hard means attempting to narrow a class of individuals beyond what the science will allow or attempting to detect ever-

smaller quantities of substances, which has led to such problems as the misinterpretation of DNA evidence in mixtures. My favorite 

chemistry professor had a saying in his laboratory: “Think about what you are doing.” Criminalists need to keep this in mind in all 

aspects of their work. Do we really think that lowering the detection limit for any test by another order of magnitude will actually help 

the police or the jury to understand the evidence any better? How much additional error will such a process introduce?

Another keynote speaker, Dr. Jo Handelsman, Associate Director for Science at the White House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy, called for the “eradication” of forensic science disciplines that cannot demonstrate a scientific foundation. Specifically, she 
called for elimination of microscopic hair comparison and bitemark identification.

The microscopic hair comparison criticism may have been misplaced, in that the technique is certainly viable for making exclusions, 

but this call demonstrates what can happen when forensic scientists lose control of the destiny of their profession. The current review 

of the FBI’s trial testimony on the subject has led to the conclusion that much (> 90%!) of the “inclusion” testimony was exaggerated 

or simply false. In the most egregious example of this testimony, the examiner claimed to have an error rate of one in five thousand, 
and because there were four hairs, he took 5,000 to the fourth power and stated that the odds of those hairs coming from anyone 

besides the defendant approached one in a quadrillion. (Seriously.)

The FBI’s review of hair comparison testimony has led to a call for every state to conduct a similar analysis. There were more than 

2,000 cases which FBI examiners identified as requiring review; that review is approximately halfway complete. The number of 
similar cases in which state and local examiners testified may be far larger than the 2,000 FBI cases and, as of this writing, only Texas, 
through its Forensic Science Commission, has stepped up. The Academy and the Criminalistics Section in particular should support 

these reviews. They will eventually happen with or without our leadership.

continued on page 28



Academy News6

P
ro

g
ra

m
 —

 L
as

 V
eg

as
, 
N

V

Can you believe it?  September is upon us.  By the time you read this, the summer of  2015 will be a 

memory.  For some of our most youthful members, perhaps this means you are back at school.  For 

others, maybe your kids are back at school.  Or perhaps like me, you just watched your children 

graduate college and saw more than just another summer slip past as that milestone of life disappeared 

in the rearview mirror.  At every phase of life, personal and professional, change abounds.

With the onset of fall also comes the realization that the 2016 Annual Scientific Meeting is a mere 
five months away…which leads me to the 2016 meeting theme set by President Victor Weedn—

Transformation: Embracing Change.  Is the AAFS embracing change?  Emphatically yes, and on many 

fronts.  Perhaps you’ve noticed how readily you can access AAFS Proceedings electronically (http://

www.aafs.org/resources/proceedings), you’ve viewed the highlights of last year’s meeting in high 

definition (http://www.aafs.org/resources/videos), or you’ve kept abreast of everything going on in the 
AAFS in real time via the Academy News Feed (http://news.aafs.org).

On a larger front, the AAFS maintains its place as the leading professional organization dedicated to 

developing and strengthening the forensic sciences.  In this vein, the AAFS just announced receipt 

of a large, multi-year grant to become a Standards Development Organization (SDO).  This will be 

in support of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Organization for Scientific 
Area Committees (OSAC), and AAFS hopes to make those standards freely available to all.  Clearly, 

such a commitment on the Academy’s part is not merely passively waiting for change.  We, as an 

organization, meet the challenges before us and we embrace the change.  How can you learn more 

about this process?  Keep an eye on the Academy News Feed and plan to attend a session at the 2016 

meeting to learn more about standards development in the forensic sciences and the role the AAFS 

(and you!) will play in the process.

Speaking of the 2016 meeting, kudos to all of the writers, poster creators, and workshop chairs who 

spent part of their summer contributing to the educational component of our meeting.  If you didn’t 

submit an abstract this year, that’s OK—there are still many ways to contribute to your AAFS program.  

Contact your section’s officers (and certainly your section’s Scientific Program Chair), who are always 
eager for assistance at the annual meeting.  Or recruit some new AAFS members and help grow our 

forensic family.  The deadline for new applicants to be considered at the 2016 meeting is still yet a 

few weeks away—October 1.  With your encouragement and letters of reference, you may become the 

mentor you once admired by inspiring an ambitious forensic scientist to join the AAFS.

If you are planning on attending the 2016 Annual Scientific Meeting – and I hope you are! – make sure 
you visit the annual meeting page found on the AAFS website.  As the meeting draws near, the site will 

have everything for your pre-meeting needs, ranging from airline information to presenter instructions.  

Andrew M. Baker, MD

2016 Annual Meeting Program Chair

A Word From Your 2016 Program Chair

continued on page 8
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68th Annual Scientific Meeting Accommodations Information

AAFS 68th Annual Scientific Meeting
February 22-27, 2016

Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino

Las Vegas, NV, U.S.A.

The American Academy of Forensic Sciences has selected the Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino for your stay during the 68th Annual 

Scientific Meeting in Las Vegas, NV.  The Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino offers great amenities to help you through your stay.  

For hotel availability during the American Academy of Forensic Sciences’ 68th Annual Scientific Meeting, please go to the AAFS 
Annual Meeting “Accommodations” webpage to make your hotel reservation under the AAFS room block.  By using this link on the 

AAFS Accommodations page, you will be taken to the hotel’s AAFS specific meetings page where you may secure your reservation at 
the group-contracted rate of $170 for either single or double rooms.

While early reservations are recommended to take advantage of discounted rates, please be sure to cancel your reservations prior to the 

Monday, January 18, 2016, deadline if you are unable to attend or you cannot use the reservations.  This will make the rooms available 

for other attendees and will help AAFS avoid the financial penalties associated with cancellations made after the room block closes.

 Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino      
 3700 West Flamingo Road
 Las Vegas, NV 89103
 Telephone: (866) 746-7671
 Reservations:  (888) 746-6955
 Single/Double:  $170

If there’s one place that captures the rhythm of Las Vegas, it’s the Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino. Like its namesake, the Rio draws 

its style and passion from Carnival, the biggest celebration on earth. With vibrant colors and a pulsing samba beat, the Rio is exotic, 

festive and fun. Rio is about enjoying every moment, and that spirit is just as evident in the meetings and events that happen here. The 

Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino features more than 2,500 spacious guest suites that offer the utmost in comfort and style. Whether it’s a 

Standard or newly renovated Samba Suite, Rio guests will find plenty of room to work, entertain or just sit back and enjoy a view of 
the Las Vegas Strip.

Standard Amenities:

 • High-speed Internet access (When Booked Through AAFS Room Block)  • Iron and ironing board

 • Phone with voicemail • Hair dryer

 • On-Demand movies, music and games • 24-hour room service

 • Alarm clock radio • Available dry cleaning and laundry service

 • In-room safe • In-room check out

 • Refreshment center • In-Room Coffeemaker (Coffee Available Through Mini-Bar Purchase)

 

Booking a room in the AAFS room block is an important way to support our organization and to keep overall meeting costs 

as low as possible.  AAFS commits to a block of rooms at the Headquarter hotel(s) on behalf of meeting attendees and has a 

financial obligation to fill those blocks.  Please help us to avoid penalties and to control costs for future events by staying at 
the official hotel.  Staying within the block is also more convenient and helps you stay connected with the informal activities 
and networking opportunities that occur at the hotels during the meeting.  If you are required to reserve a room through your 

company’s travel department, please forward the booking link to them so that you can reserve a room in the AAFS room 

block.
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You can access the page by clicking on the “Meetings” drop-down tab on the AAFS homepage (www.aafs.org) and selecting “AAFS 

68th Annual Scientific Meeting — Las Vegas, NV 2016.”  If days and days of scientific sessions, breakfasts, and luncheons aren’t 
enough to overwhelm you, then make sure you find time to attend some workshops, some evening sessions, the Plenary Session, the 
Last Word Society, and the Interdisciplinary Symposium.  Your colleagues and some special guests will be speaking on many of the 

very changes we as an organization are embracing.

Program Co-Chair Julie Howe and I encourage you to extend a handshake, shout out a “thank you,” or dash off a quick email 

of appreciation to your fellow members (and the intrepid and indefatigable AAFS staff) who put the meeting program together 

so that they know you appreciate their efforts.  In the vanishingly small time between abstract submissions on August 1 and the 

program deadline of September 1, the Program Chairs of every section and those charged with almost every other Annual Scientific 
Meeting educational activity (posters, Last Word Society, Breakfasts and Luncheons, Workshops, Plenary Session, Interdisciplinary 

Symposium, Bring Your Own Slides, Young Forensic Scientists Forum, you name it) will have pored through hundreds of submissions 

to plan, coordinate, and schedule the 2016 Annual Meeting and make it the best meeting it can possibly be.

I look forward to seeing you and the rest of my forensic family in Las Vegas.

AAFS Policy On Abstracts and Presentations

Presentations at AAFS Annual Scientific Meetings and corresponding abstracts must be formulated to promote 
education and to elevate accuracy, precision, and specificity in the forensic sciences.  Presentations or abstracts which 
promote a commercial product, company, entity, or service are not allowed at AAFS Annual Scientific Meetings.  
Presentations by commercial entities shall be limited to the science and not to an advertisement or promotion of 

their products over that of a competitor.  Any abstract or presentation that is perceived by a section program chair 

or the Academy Program Chair as a product endorsement will not be approved for presentation at the meeting.  A 

presentation given at a meeting that, in the opinion of the section program chair or the Academy Program Chair, is a 

product endorsement may result in the presenter and corresponding company being barred from making presentations 

at future AAFS meetings.

Under the pre-condition that, in the submission process, authors must still disclose any specific references to products 
with commercial names, presentations and abstracts are allowed to mention a product by name only in the context 

of describing a scientific methodology or the source of sample. For example, specimens often have unique physical 
or chemical properties that are the key to their identification or analysis (e.g., Dacron fibers, Glock rifling, 3M tapes, 
explosive formulations, coating materials, etc.). It is appropriate for those materials to be specifically identified since 
they are the relevant to the scientific results or references to specific reagents or instrumentation validated for use in 
the analytical procedure being presented where the use of a different product may affect the outcome of the analysis 

(e.g., Identifiler™ Amplification Kit, Agilent 5860 GC, HP-1 column, Olympus BHP microscope, etc.). 

AAFS reserves the right to remove commercial references not disclosed by the author.

The Annual Business Meeting of the Fellows and Members of AAFS will be held on Wednesday, February 24, at 4:15 p.m., at the Rio 

All-Suite Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas, NV.  It is essential for all Fellows and Members to attend this very important meeting in order 

to reach a quorum for the voting process.  Agenda items include the election of the 2016-17 Officers, recognition of all Members being 
promoted to Fellow status, and proposed amendments to the AAFS Bylaws.  You will also be briefed on AAFS activities during the past 

year and plans for the future.

As an incentive to attend, all Fellows and Members present will automatically be entered in a drawing to receive a complimentary 

meeting registration to attend the 2017 AAFS Annual Meeting in New Orleans, LA.

Attend the AAFS Annual Business Meeting and Win!!

A Word From Your 2016 Program Chair cont.
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The Forensic Sciences Foundation (FSF) is pleased to offer Travel Grants for students to assist with travel expenses in attending 

the American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS) Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, NV.  The FSF Board of Trustees has allocated 

$12,000, not to exceed $1,500 per student, including complimentary meeting registration.  This is a  wonderful opportunity, and 

members are encouraged to promote it.

Travel Grant Eligibility Requirements:

 1. Prior Student Travel Grant award recipients are not eligible to reapply.

 2. The applicant must either be an AAFS member/affiliate or an AAFS applicant for membership.
 3. The applicant must have submitted an abstract either as a presenter or co-author for the 

  annual meeting he/she will be attending.

 4. The applicant must be a fourth-year undergraduate or a graduate student at an accredited 

  four-year college, university, or professional school whose accreditation is acceptable to the 

  FSF Board of Trustees. 

 5. The applicant must submit a letter of recommendation from his/her advisor or professor. 

 6. The applicant must submit a 400-600 word essay explaining how attendance at an AAFS 

  meeting will impact his/her career decision. 

 7. The applicant must submit a curriculum vitae to include specifics regarding their 
  involvement in forensic science and their current grade point average.

All submissions must be completed and received by October 15.  The deadline is firm with no extension.  Incomplete submissions  
will not be reviewed.  Please submit the aforementioned Travel Grant Requirements electronically to Kimberly Wrasse at kwrasse@

aafs.org, or by mail to:  Kimberly Wrasse, FSF, 410 North 21st Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904.  The FSF will confirm receipt 
of all submissions within two business days.  If confirmation is not received within two business days, the applicant should contact 
Kimberly Wrasse at kwrasse@aafs.org.

FSF Student Travel Grants:  October 15 Deadline

FSF/CRC Press Student Travel Grant and Book Prize

In collaboration with the FSF, CRC Press will fund the top-scoring FSF Student Travel Grant candidate as determined through the 

FSF selection process outlined above.  In addition to funding the $1,500 travel grant, CRC Press will donate an “instant library” of 

$1,500-worth (list price) in pre-selected books to the student at the annual meeting.  The “FSF/CRC Press Student Travel Grant and 

Book Prize” will have an overall value of $3,000.

68th Annual Scientific Meeting

February 22-27, 2016

Rio All-Suite Hotel & Casino

Las Vegas, NV
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Each poster session presenter will be provided with a 4 ft. (height) x 8 ft. (width) poster board and an ample supply of push-pins.  The 

board will be labeled with the presentation title and preassigned AAFS presentation number.  Presenters are responsible for posting their 

material at least one hour prior to the opening of the session and removing the material before leaving the presentation area or within 

one-half hour after the session closes if still presenting.  Volunteers will be available to assist the presenters.  AAFS is not responsible 

for material posted early or left after the session is over.  Material left behind will be disposed of after presentation hours.

AAFS POSTER PRESENTATION FORMAT IS AS FOLLOWS:

	 Presenting authors are asked to have their posters ready for display at 9:00 a.m. for attendee viewing.

	 Presenting authors will be required to be present from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. to answer questions.

	 Posters should be removed no later than 1:15 p.m.

	 AAFS or its representatives will verify poster presentations during the hours of 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  Authors who display a 

  poster but do not present materials during required hours will not get credit for the poster presentations.  

	 Presenters should make arrangements with a co-author to cover lunch or breaks, or the presenting author should lunch or break 

  before or after the 11:30 – 1:00 time period.

	 Authors are also encouraged to bring reprints for distribution during the session and may wish to bring sign-up sheets for 

  attendees who desire additional information.

CONTENT:

The poster presentation should cover all key aspects of the work and contain the following items:

  Abstract    Results

  Introduction    Discussion

  Materials    Conclusions

  Methods    References

PRESENTATION FORMAT:

	 Extensive narratives are not necessary.  Short, “bulleted” statements are preferred.

	 Results presented in the form of figures, diagrams, graphs, etc., are preferred, but may be presented in clear, concise tabular format.
	 Statistical data should be titled and summarized in a clear, concise format.

	 Material should be displayed in a logical sequence from top left to bottom right.  Number all poster panels or use arrows so that 

  the sequence of presentation is clear.

	 All type should be a minimum of 14 pt and readable from a distance of 3-4 feet.  Use standard type styles (e.g., Arial, Helvetica, 

  Times New Roman).

	 All poster panels should be printed with a laser or other high quality printer.

	 The display does not need to be “artsy,” but the overall effectiveness of a poster presentation can be enhanced by using 

  techniques such as mounting poster panels on colored paper or crescent board.  Colors may be used to highlight important points.

AAFS Guidelines for Poster Presentations

Guidelines for the Richard Rosner Award for the Best Paper
The Psychiatry & Behavioral Science Section of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences announces its annual award, “The 

Richard Rosner Award for the Best Paper by a Fellow in Forensic Psychiatry or Forensic Psychology.” To qualify:  1) the paper 

should have been completed as part of the work of the forensic fellowship year, OR within one year of the completion of the forensic 

fellowship year based upon work or research that took place during that year, 2) the paper must not have been previously published, 

and 3) submission constitutes permission for publication in the Journal of Forensic Sciences.

To apply for the award please email or mail copies of the following:  1) the paper; 2) a letter from the director of the forensic fellowship 

program affirming that the author was a forensic fellow and the year of the author’s forensic fellowship; and, 3) the author’s curriculum 
vitae to Heather Jefferson, AAFS, 410 North 21st Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904 or hjefferson@aafs.org.  Submissions must be 

received by December 31.

The Award Consists Of:

 	Free membership dues for one year in the Psychiatry & Behavioral Science Section of the AAFS, if the author meets the 

  requirements and completes the application process;

 	Free registration to the AAFS Annual Scientific Meeting;
 	Acceptance of the paper for presentation at the AAFS Annual Scientific Meeting in the Psychiatry & Behavioral Science Section;
 	Free subscription for one year to the Journal of Forensic Sciences;

		A cash award of $500 to the author; and,

		A certificate affirming the author’s award.
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AAFS Guidelines For Presentations Using An LCD Projector

IMPORTANT MESSAGE:

Computers are not automatically provided by the AAFS.  However, the section you are assigned to present before may coordinate 

this effort and have a computer available for your use at the meeting.  Otherwise, it will be your responsibility to provide a laptop 

computer for your presentation.  All inquiries should be addressed to your presenting section’s program chair. 

PREPARING YOUR PRESENTATION:

	 Microsoft PowerPoint® 2003 or later is highly recommended.  Other versions of PowerPoint and programs may be difficult to 
  support at the conference.  If the current version of Microsoft products is used to create the presentation, save the file as a 
  PowerPoint 2003 version.  If using MS Word, do not save the document as a “.docx” file (extension).  Save the file as a “.doc” 
  file (extension).
	 Dark background and light text provide acceptable contrast and display well in the darkened meeting room.  Avoid distracting 

  or otherwise hard to read color combinations such as red and blue, and yellow and green.

	 Arial, Times New Roman, or Helvetica are the recommended font styles.  Avoid using fonts that project poorly.  Unusual or 

  custom fonts may not be available on the host computer.

	 Use as large a font as possible and fill the screen.  Anything less than 24 is too small.  Suggested font sizes are Titles: 48-54, 
  Main text titles: 32, Smallest text lines: 24.

	 Keep your presentation simple.  Do not crowd the frame.  Limit the number of text lines per frame to a maximum of seven 

  lines, with no more than 30 characters per line.

	 Use simple graphs and illustrations with a minimum of captions.  Avoid using thin lines, dots, dashes, or other specialty lines.

	 Verify your computer resolution by going to your computer’s control panel, selecting “Display” then “Settings.”  The 

  recommended resolution is 1024 x 768.

	 Avoid the use of commercial messages (e.g., logo), and video and audio clips unless requested previously in the abstract submission.

	 Save your presentation on a CD-ROM or jump/flash drive.  Always test your presentation on another computer to verify file 
  compatibility, layout, and style.

IF YOU PLAN TO USE YOUR OWN COMPUTER WITH THE LCD PROJECTOR AT THE MEETING (ONLY IF 

ALLOWED BY SECTION):

	 Test your presentation with the LCD projection unit provided in the speaker ready room.

	 You must report to your assigned room at least 30 minutes before the session is scheduled to begin (not your scheduled 

  presentation time).  Introduce yourself to the session moderators.  Bring your presentation on a USB Drive or CD-ROM that is 

  clearly labeled with your name.  Please contact your presenting section’s Program Chair for these details.

	 If allowed, each section will provide specific instructions by email prior to the meeting.
	 You will be given instructions on when to connect to the LCD projection unit.

Complete Your AAFS Membership Application Online!

The American Academy of Forensic Sciences online membership application system will allow: 1) current members and affiliates to 
complete an application to upgrade your status; and, 2) non-members to complete the membership application process to become an 

Associate Member, Trainee Affiliate, or Student Affiliate.

MEMBERS

If you are currently a member or affiliate of the Academy and wish to upgrade your status, you may complete your application online 
at www.aafs.org.  You will need to log into your AAFS Web Account (if you are unsure as to your login information, please email the 

Membership Department at membship@aafs.org).  Currently, all of the required documentation (e.g., references, CVs, case reports, 

etc.) will need to be emailed (membship@aafs.org), mailed, or faxed separately to AAFS.  

NON-MEMBER AUTHORS/CO-AUTHORS

If you are not a member of the Academy, but you have served as an author or co-author on a presentation (oral or poster) at an AAFS 

Annual Scientific Meeting, an AAFS Web Account was established for you when your presentation was submitted.  An email was sent 
to you with your login information. Please use this information to log into your “Author” account to start your membership application.  

If you are unable to obtain your login information, please contact the Membership Department (membship@aafs.org).

AAFS ANNUAL MEETING ATTENDEES, ExHIBITORS, AND VOLUNTEERS

If you have attended, exhibited, or volunteered at an AAFS Annual Meeting, you should have an account on record with AAFS.  Please 

contact the Membership Department for your identification number (membship@aafs.org).

If none of the above apply, please go to https://webdata.aafs.org/application/apply/start.aspx and click option C.

Please send your questions to AAFS Membership Coordinator Cheryl Hunter (chunter@aafs.org).
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updated 3/5/2015

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR THE 2 0 1 6 AAFS ANNUAL SCI ENTI FI C MEETI NG

The AAFS 2016 Annual Scient if ic Meet ing will take place February 22-27 in Las Vegas, NV.  We need volunteers to accomplish an 

array of adm inist rat ive and gate-keeping tasks throughout  the week of the meet ing.  Volunteers who are not  members of the 

Academy may receive complimentary regist rat ion to at tend all non- t icketed sessions of the meet ing with a m inimum of eight (8)

hours of completed volunteer service at  the meet ing.  This does not  include sessions requir ing pre- regist rat ion or fees other than the 

basic meet ing registrat ion fee. I f you plan to at tend any of the Special Funct ions (e.g., workshops, breakfasts, luncheons, special 

sessions, etc.) , please contact the Volunteer Coordinator for the AAFS Pre-Regist rat ion Form .  I nact ive members of the Academy are 

eligible to receive complimentary regist rat ion.  

Although AAFS members do not receive complimentary regist rat ion for volunteer ing, the Academy needs its members to 

volunteer.  Your service to the Academy is inst rumental in making the event  a success.  Persons accompanying registered at tendees 

are also welcome to volunteer if they wish.
* Volunteer applicat ions m ust  be received no later than Decem ber 3 1 , and are accepted on a first - com e, first - serve

basis.  I ncom plete form s are not  accepted.

AAFS 6 8 th Annual Scient if ic Meet ing Volunteer I nform at ion Form *

Name: __________________________________Salutat ion: ______Degree: _________Organizat ion: _______________________

Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________City: _____________________________

State/ Province: __________________________Zip/ Postal Code: ___________________Country: __________________________

Home Phone: _______________________Cell Phone: _______________________Work Phone: ____________________________

Fax: ______________________________Email: __________________________________ Gender:  M [  ]   F [  ]

Emergency Contact  Name:                                                                 Emergency Contact  Phone:                                              _     

The best  way to contact  me dur ing the meet ing is: [  ]  Phone [  ]  Email [  ] Other: _________________________________________

AAFS Member? Yes [  ]  No [  ]  Member# : __________________ Are you able to lift  50 lbs? Yes [  ]  No [  ]

Are you bilingual? Yes [  ]  No [  ] I f needed are you willing to t ranslate? Y [  ] N [  ]  Language(s) : ______________________________

First  Meet ing? Yes [  ]  No [  ]

I  plan to arr ive in Las Vegas, NV on ________________________________ and depart  on _______________________________

(Date) (Date)
Please check all dates you are available to volunteer. Mark the t ime(s)  of day you are available (a.m . and/ or  p.m .)  as well as the maxim um number of 

days for which you are willing to volunteer.  Please Note : We make every at tempt  to fu lf ill your requests;  however, there is no guarantee your 

requests will match our  needs.

Dates Available √ Tim e of Day Available
I  prefer to work:  [  ]  Full Days [  ]  Half Days

Addit ional Comments/ Needs:

Fr iday, February 19 a.m . p.m .

Saturday, February 20 a.m . p.m .

Sunday, February 21 a.m . p.m .

Monday, February 22 a.m . p.m .

Tuesday, February 23 a.m . p.m .

Wednesday, February 24 a.m . p.m .

Thursday, February 25 a.m . p.m .

Fr iday, February 26 a.m . p.m .

Saturday, February 27 a.m . p.m .

Maximum number of days willing to work:  ______________________________________________________________________

[   ]  I  am  request ing “Complimentary”  regist rat ion as a non-member with a m inimum of eight  (8)  hours of volunteer service.  I

understand that  should I  fail to meet  my confirmed assignment  and/ or m inimum hour requirements I  may be charged for a full 

meet ing registrat ion and/ or disqualif ied from volunteer ing at  future AAFS meet ings.

* Return completed form by December 31 to:

 Special accom m odat ions needed (descr ibe need) :  ____________________________________________________________

volunteer@aafs.org

4 1 0  North 2 1 st Street , Colorado Springs, CO 8 0 9 0 4

Phone:  ( 7 1 9 )  6 3 6 -1 1 0 0   Fax: ( 7 1 9 )  6 3 6 - 1 9 9 3

* You m ust  fill out  the form  com pletely.  I ncom plete form s are not  accepted.
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AAFS International Educational Outreach Program 2015 – Croatia! 

Source:  Nancy Jackson, AAFS Director of Accreditation & Development

From the first postings of the International Educational Outreach Program (IEOP) on activities June 18 (http://news.aafs.org/aafs-
news/aafs-ieop-2015-destination-croatia/) and June 24 (http://news.aafs.org/aafs-news/an-update-from-croatia/), travelers Peter 

Ausili (Criminalistics), Moses Schanfield (Criminalistics), Robert Barsley (Odontology), John Gerns (General), Shakuntala Teas 
(Pathology/Biology), Danielle Ruttman (Jurisprudence), and I, along with traveling companions continued on our way to experience 
Croatia.

Day one (June 15), Our first day finds us in Zagreb, the capital city and hub of the business, academic, cultural, artistic, and sporting 
worlds in Croatia. A full day of activities left us overwhelmed – quite busy but incredibly rewarding. I’d like to tell you about the 
highlights of the day, but every new exchange was a highlight! My mind is reeling, and space and time do not permit so I will say, 
“Thank you for your hospitality!” to our hosts, Gordon Mrsic, PhD, Croatian Police Forensic Science Centre “Ivan Vucetic”; Professor 
Vedran Mornar, Minister of Science, Education, and Sports, Republic of Croatia, University of Zagreb; Professor Pavle Rudan, Croatian 
Academy of Sciences and Arts; Professor Mario Slaus, Anthropological Centre of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts; and 
Professor Gordan Lance, Genos Company.  Everyone went out of their way to welcome our group into their facilities, demonstrating 
their dedication to the forensic sciences and to the advances made in the Republic of Croatia. All are highlights of this outreach!

During our visit to the Academy of Sciences and Arts, we were delighted to meet Professor Pavle Rudan. The center is dedicated to 
the promotion and unification of scientific, cultural, and artistic achievements. Dr. Rudan gave us an hour of his time telling stories of 
his encounters – the hour seemed mere seconds. He talked of his very dear friend Lawrence Angel. His eyes twinkled as he told stories 
of “Lucky Larry” and their time together teaching at university. I am not sure how “Lucky Larry” inherited the nickname, but it was 
evident that Professor Rudan thought very highly of him and had many fond memories. As I said, time passed much too quickly.

There are two highlights I must share! A very special thank you to Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic, President of the Republic of Croatia. 
Yes, I met the President! She is an amazing woman, dedicated to education and forensics, who took time away from her busy schedule 
and delayed her departure to NATO to welcome us individually and to personally thank AAFS for its support of and heart for Croatia 
and the International Society for Applied Biological Sciences (ISABS). The time went by much too quickly – I felt I could spend days 
listening to her sincere love for the people and her country.

Another exciting event took place shortly after the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between the AAFS and the ISABS. 
The commitment pledges support between the AAFS and ISABS in the exchange of information and cooperation for a period of five 
years. However, I can see this cooperation as the “beginning” of a very long-term relationship between the organizations. See following 
article: Cooperation agreement between the American Academy of Forensic Sciences and the International Society for Applied 
Biological Sciences in Zagreb. 

Day two, June 16, takes us to St. Catherine’s Hospital (http://www.svkatarina.com) where we were greeted by our host Dragan 

Primorac (Criminalistics) and Chairman of the Governing Council of St. Catherine Specialty Hospital.  Dr. Primorac provided a 
personal tour of the facilities.  Not only a teaching hospital, the beautiful and very modern St. Catherine’s Hospital is a European center 
of excellence for advanced imaging, orthopedics, spine surgery treatment of pain (pain management), and sports medicine.  Most of the 
hospital physicians are forensic expert witnesses in the fields of orthopedics, neurosurgery, neurology, and spine surgery.  

IEOP travelers and key staff of St. Catherine’s Hospital.

Leaving St. Catherine’s Hospital, we move on to the Kaprina Neanderthal Museum.  
After a short introductory film, we toured the museum and found many educational 
as well as amusing exhibits.  Built on the site of the 1899 fossil discovery, the 
building mirrors the surrounding hillside mimicking the sites and smells the 
Neanderthal man would have experienced.  Approximately 900 human fossil                                    Nancy’s new friend at the museum.

bones have been uncovered in the sandstone deposits, the largest number in a single 
dig site. 

continued on page 14
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Not wanting to miss out on the beauty of Croatia, we move on to the Plitvice Lakes National Park.  Located in central Croatia, it is the 
oldest and largest national park in Croatia.  We enjoyed a not so leisurely walking tour of one of the most breath taking parks I have 
ever seen.  The lakes are renowned for their distinctive colors, ranging from azure to green, gray, or blue.  The colors change constantly 
depending on the quantity of minerals or organisms in the water and the angle of sunlight.

      

The park is made up of a series of lakes, caves, and waterfalls.  The lake system is divided into the upper and lower lakes: the upper 
lakes lie in a dolomite valley and are surrounded by thick forests and interlinked by numerous waterfalls; the lower lakes, smaller and 
shallower, lie on the limestone bedrock and are surrounded only by sparse underbrush.  Incredibly beautiful, the few short hours were 
not enough to enjoy this incredible park.

Day three (June 17), we find ourselves on the bus headed towards Zadar.  This is a relaxing day of travel.  Midway to Zadar, we stop 
in Similjan, the birthplace of Nikola Tesla and home to the Nikola Tesla Birthplace Museum & Memorial Center.  The museum shows 
off various models of his inventions such as the Tesla Coils, an AC induction motor, a working Egg of Columbus used by Tesla during 
the 1893 World’s Fair in Chicago to demonstrate the alternating current magnetic field.  The restored homestead includes a replica 
shed, carefully reconstructed to replace a shed that existed during Tesla’s childhood.  It is reported that he jumped off the top holding an 
umbrella, hoping to experience flight.  He only experienced gravity.

Day four (June 18) and we are on vacation!  Today, the group is pampered while on a day long boat excursion to the National Park 
Konati.  Located in the central part of the Croatian Adriatic, near where the Sibenik and Zadar islands meet, is a distinctive and special 
group of islands called Kornati.  The Kornati National Park covers the bigger part of the Kornati waters.  Because of their exceptional 
landscape beauty and rich communities of the submarine eco-system, the islands were made a national park in 1980. 

AAFS IEOP 2015 – Croatia! cont. 
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(l to r):  Gwen Barsley, Emily Barsley, and Bob Barsley.

Our boat will bring us to one of the largest islands where we will disembark and take a walk through the picturesque surroundings and 
enjoy a typical Dalmatian lunch near the waters of the Adriatic Sea.  Although a leisurely day of rest, we are on the go again and arrived 
in Sibernik in time for dinner. 

Day five (June 19), and a morning tour of the city of Sibernik.  This historic town is located in central Dalmatia on the Adriatic coast 
and, unlike other cities along the coast, Sibernik was founded by the Croats.  Through the centuries, the city was held by Venice, 
Byzantium, Hungary, and Bosnia.  Not until the September War of 1991 did Sibernik finally find its freedom.  Today, Sibenik is the 
administrative, political, economic, social and, cultural center of a county, which stretches the 62-mile long belt between the Zadar and 
the Split Riviera, reaching up to 30 miles deep into the inland.  While touring the city, the group stopped at the Cathedral of St. James.  
Built entirely of limestone between 1431 and 1535, the architects used unique construction techniques for the vaulting and the dome of 
the Cathedral.  Perhaps one of the more interesting aspects of the building is the 70+ sculpture “portraits” adorning the facades.  Each 
portrait is unique and it is said to be images of common citizens of the time rather than saints or gargoyles.

Cathedral of St. James.     Cathedral of St. Jame’s “Portraits.”

Day 6 (June 20), and off to the University of Split, Department of Forensics.  Here our host was Professor Simun Andelinovic, Rector 
of the University.  Established in 1974, the university is considered one of the premier scientific and teaching institutions in the region.  
Dr. Dragan Primorac and Professor Andelinovic are the founders of the Department of Forensic Sciences. What a great surprise to find 
AAFS Fellow Mitchel Holland (Criminalistics), at the university presenting the “Complex STR Mixture Interpretation Workshop.”  We 
were all very pleased an honored that so many took time away on a Saturday to meet with us.  

(l to r):  Bob Barsley, Mitch Holland, Dragon Primorac, 

and Simun Andelinovic.

            Perhaps not everyone was happy  

            sacrificing his Saturday.
continued on page 16
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The university is the center for mass grave victims identification by DNA.  Identification of war victims from mass graves in Croatia 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina is an ongoing effort with the goal of brining closure to the families of these victims.  In 1993 Dr. Primorac 
and his colleagues  spearheaded the effort and invited 
AAFS members to join them. In 1996, Professor Primorac and his team 
from the Department of Forensic Sciences, published one of the first scientific 
articles ever on mass grave victims identification by DNA technology 
(Primorac D., Andelinovic S., Definis-Gojanovic M., Drmic I., Rezic B., 
Baden M.M., Kennedy M.A., Skakel S.B., Lee H.C. Identification of war 
victims from mass graves in Croatia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina through 

the use of DNA typing and standard forensic methods. 
J Forensic Sci 1996;41:891-894.).   The New York Times, USA Today, the 
Chicago Tribune, the Hartford Courant, The Journal of the American Medical 

Association, The Lancet, Science Magazine, and NBC Connecticut have 
reported several stories on the identification of war victims from this 
department.  For me the experience was beyond belief and I applaud the 

efforts of this team in reuniting the genocide victims with their families 

and providing closure.

Turanj memorial.

Throughout our travels, we saw memorial sites such as the one in Turanj.  The county has chosen to preserve buildings and surrounding 

areas that were desolated during the war of independence.  I asked our guide why such places were not restored instead.  His reply was 

very simple – to never forget.

In the afternoon we traveled to the Crkvine archeological site.  In 1993 through 2007, remains of an extensive complex of ancient secular, 

early Christian, and early medieval structures have been uncovered.  The area is surrounded by graveyards and the entire area preserved 

as an archaeological park.  The complex is established next to a karst pool where fragments of pots from prehistoric times and the Bronze 

Age were found.  The remains of five different churches constructed between the 5th and 10th century were discovered, one complete with 

a baptismal font.  The archeological team continues working on an excavation of the medieval graves containing skeletal remains.

(l to r):  Mitch Holland, Hrvoje Kucek (guide), Shaku Teas, 

Emily Barsley, Bob Barsley, and Greg Teas.

Day seven (June 21), and our last day of touring together is here.  We will enjoy the sights of Split.  Split is the economic and 
administrative center of Middle Dalmatia.  It is also a place of historic beauty and culture.  The site was first settled in the 3rd century 
AD by the Roman Emperor Diocletian who built his palace at the bay of Aspalathos.  The Split inner city, built around the palace, 

AAFS IEOP 2015 – Croatia! cont. 
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is included in the register of the World Cultural Heritage.  Built from white stone gathered on the Island of Brac, Diocletian’s palace 
faces the Split harbor and surrounded by a great wall.  Each of the four entrances to the palace courtyard is named after a metal.  At the 
northern end is the Golden Gate, the south is the Bronze Gate, to the east is the Silver Gate, and the west is the Iron Gate.  The palace 
boundaries are home to over 200 buildings and, today is home to about 3,000 people. 

Inner Palace Courtyard. 

(l to r): Danielle Ruttman, Greg Teas,                                           The young and old exchange a greeting.
and Denise Ruttman.

Here is where my journey ends.  There is so much more to tell but time and space do not permit.  However, I cannot close without 
mentioning one thing that is a highlight on every journey and that is the food.  The culture and food of Croatia is as different as north 
is to the south – literally.  It is referred to as the “cuisine of the regions” since every region of Croatia has its own distinct flavors.  
Northern and inland, the cuisine tends to be more Slavic or perhaps Hungarian with lots of pepper and paprika on the meats and 
vegetables.  Cooking styles are as varied as the food itself.  We enjoyed meats and vegetables cooked under stone domes, grilled on 
open flames, stewed, and slow roasted.  After our visit to Crkvine located in the Montenegrin mountains, we enjoyed lunch at the ethno 
village of Grabovci on Podi, a meal of with a Hungarian flare.  In contrast, a meal in Zadar on the coastline was very Mediterranean. I 
can honestly say that every meal was exceptional regardless of the region.

From here, we head for home with wonderful memories, and as always on these outreaches, many new friends.  Those who remained 
behind headed to the Island of Brac and the International Society of Applied Biological Sciences 9th Mayo Clinic.  

Additional photos are available on pages 26-27.

President-Elect John Gerns is already making plans for the 2016 International Education Outreach Program to New Zealand.  This 
program will immediately precede the Australian and New Zealand Forensic Science Society (ANZFSS) 23rd International Symposium 
on Forensic Science.  The ANZFSS conference is scheduled September 18-23, 2016, in Auckland and the tentative dates for the IEOP 
2016 tour is September 12-17.  So mark your calendars for the upcoming IEOP 2016 – Destination New Zealand.

AAFS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION DEADLINE!

All completed applications, including any additional requirements, for membership and promotion 
must be submitted online or received in the AAFS Office by October 1 in order to be considered for 
approval at the 2016 Annual Scientific Meeting in Las Vegas, NV.

See page 11 for information on submitting your application online at www.aafs.org.
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The Forensic Sciences Foundation, Inc., gratefully acknowledges the generous contributions made to 

the Foundation and its Endowment Fund.  Please accept our apologies if your name does not appear 

below and contact the AAFS office as soon as possible with the correction.  This listing reflects 
contributions received from 07/01/15 through 08/01/15.

The Fund’s balance through 08/01/15 was $1,009,325.89.  Additionally, the FSF Endowment Fund 

has provided $261,097.37 in awards and grants since its inception in 1990.

CRIMINALISTICS

$51-$100 - “Trustee”
Sara Bonner, BS
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FSF Endowment Fund Contributors

FSF Needs Your Help With the 2016 $ilent Auction!
The Forensic Sciences Foundation (FSF) conducts a Silent Auction at the AAFS Annual Scientific Meeting.

The FSF depends on donations from members, meeting attendees, and exhibitors for a successful auction.

Please consider donating an item that would encourage lively bidding (author signed books, apparel or coffee

mugs with your agency logo, or other fun, forensic-related items).  The proceeds benefit the FSF Endowment

fund which supports research and educational grants within the profession.

Please submit donations by December 31 to Kimberly Wrasse, AAFS, 410 North 21st Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904.  Items

received after the deadline will be accepted for the following year.  Donors will be acknowledged on the auction signup forms and on

the Academy News Feed.
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An Hour of my time is worth $______
to the Forensic Sciences Foundation
Name:  _____________________________________________________________________

AAFS Member No.: _____________________   Section: ______________________________

Address  ____________________________________________________________________

City:  _________________________________  State:  ________  Zip:  __________________

Forensic Sciences Foundation Contribution 
80% Restricted Endowment, 20% General:  $ ___________

Forensic Sciences Foundation Restricted 
Endowment Contribution:  $ ___________

Forensic Sciences Foundation 
General Contribution:  $ ___________

Mail to: Forensic Sciences Foundation, Inc.
 410 N. 21st Street
 Colorado Springs, CO 80904
 (719) 636-1100 Fax: (719) 636-1993

□ Visa     □  Mastercard     □  Enclosed Check (Payable to FSF)

Account No:  _____________________________________________

Signature:   _______________________________________________

Expiration Date:  __________________________________________

Signature, Account Number and Expiration Date Required for Credit Card

Thank you for your commitment to the forensic sciences.

Forensic Sciences Foundation  Endowment Fund Contribution 

Name:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________  State:  _______________________  Zip:_______________________

Forensic Sciences Foundation Contribution 
80% Restricted Endowment, 20% General:  $ ___________

Forensic Sciences Foundation Restricted 
Endowment Contribution:  $ ___________

Forensic Sciences Foundation 
General Contribution:  $ ___________

Mail to:   Forensic Sciences Foundation, Inc.
 410 N. 21st Street
 Colorado Springs, CO 80904
 (719) 636-1100 Fax: (719) 636-1993

Thank you for your commitment to forensic sciences. Contributions 
to the Forensic Sciences Foundation are deductible as charitable 
 contributions for federal income tax purposes. Your contribution will 
be acknowledged in the Academy News.

□ Visa     □  Mastercard     □  Enclosed Check (Payable to FSF)

Account No:  ________________________________________

Signature:   _________________________________________

Expiration Date:  _____________________________________

Signature, Account Number and Expiration Date Required for Credit Card
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Section News

Criminalistics
Source: Karolyn L. Tontarski, MS

  Section Secretary

Now that the abstracts submission deadline for the 

upcoming 2016 Annual Scientific Meeting in Las 
Vegas has passed and the “dog days” of summer 

are (hopefully) coming to an end, it is time to turn 

your attention to submitting your application for 

promotion if you now meet the requirements to 

do so. Please don’t wait until the last minute. You 

can (and should) seek to move your membership 

status in the AAFS forward this year if you 

qualify.

Are you an Associate Member of the 

Criminalistics Section? Have you been working 

in the field and held Associate Member status 
for two years (or will have by October 1)? Have 

you attended at least one annual meeting of the 

AAFS? Have you provided service to the AAFS 

through your work or research, by presenting at a 

meeting, or by publishing in Journal of Forensic 

Sciences? If so, now is the time for you to submit 

your application for promotion to Member.

Are you a Member of the Criminalistics Section? 

Have you attended at least two annual meetings 

of the AAFS? Have you held the status of full 

Member for at least two years (or will have 

by October 1)? While serving as an Associate 

Member or Member of the Criminalistics Section, 

have you met one or more of the requirements 

for promotion from Member to Fellow on three 

separate occasions within the last ten consecutive 

years as listed at http://aafs.org/membership/

Promote/Criminalistic?

To see if you meet both the AAFS and the 

Criminalistics Section promotion requirements 

and to obtain the directions for submission, 

from the home page of http://aafs.org/ under 

Quick Links, select Applicants for Promotion 

& Membership and look for the applicable link 

“Promote to Member or Fellow” and get started! 

The firm deadline for submission of promotion 
applications is October 1. We’re looking forward 

to receiving your promotion application.

Also of interest for the forensic biologists/

DNA analysts out there…please keep in mind 
the November 1 deadline for the submission of 

questions for the DNA Mixture Interpretation 

and Statistics Town Hall Meeting being held 

during the annual meeting in Las Vegas. This 

special two-hour session provides an opportunity 

to have questions on this topic answered by the 

six-expert panel on matters related to difficult 
mixtures and certain assumptions made during 

interpretation such as: number of contributors 

(and their proportions), dropout and other 

stochastic effects, allele sharing/relatedness, and 

stutter. Please submit your general questions on 

mixture interpretation and/or a sample profile 
to Kristy Kadash at kkadash@jeffco.us by 

November 1. All questions and profiles will be 
screened, compiled, and provided to the panelists 

in advance of the session.

Speaking of the annual meeting in Las Vegas, we 

hope you plan to attend and have already started 

the process of securing leave or training days to 

ensure you will be there! 
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continued on page 22

Digital & Multimedia 
Sciences

Source: Marcus K. Rogers, PhD, Section Secretary

As is usual for the fall newsletter, the focus is on membership. 

Our section is continuing to grow with our total number (latest 

stats available) now at 138. This is exceptional given our humble 

beginnings! The specifics of our membership are as follows:

 Fellows   24

 Members   22

 Associate Members  61

 Student Affiliates  22
 Trainee Affiliates    7
 Retired Fellows    2

      Total  138

 Applicants     9

For the first time in our section’s history (albeit a short one), we 
have more Fellows than Members. This is a great trend!

As always, please remember that it is extremely important for 

those Members who have the sufficient time and service to the 
section to apply for promotion to Fellow. It is equally important 

for our Associate Members who have sufficient time and service 
to the section to also apply to become Members. This can all 

be completed online through your AAFS Web Account (http://

www.aafs.org/membership/promote/promote-member-or-fellow). 

The deadline for applying for membership or promotion is fast 

approaching – October 1. The AAFS is very strict about deadlines 

and applications for new member or promotion will not be 

accepted after the deadline has passed.

Our section’s growth has been great!  Let’s make sure this 

continues by keeping our eyes open for potential new members 

and by making sure we apply for promotions when we qualify.

Engineering Sciences
Source:  Michelle R. Hoffman, MS, Section Secretary

Mark Pozzi is a Fellow of the Engineering Sciences Section. 

Since 1981, he has been an independent research scientist, 

forensic consultant, and test engineer with Sandia Safety Sciences 

in Edgewood, NM. Currently, Mark also works at Titan Aerospace 

as an airframe test engineer and serves as their Environmental 

Health and Safety (EH&S) lead.

Titan Aerospace, which was acquired by Google® in 2014, is 

working on development of high-altitude, solar-powered aircraft 

that could one day provide internet access from the stratosphere. 

At Titan, Mark applies his test expertise and experience as a 

commercial pilot to the research, development, and manufacturing 

of High Altitude Long Endurance (HALE) solar-powered 

Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV) (see Figure 1.) This includes 

testing of extremely lightweight prototype composite airframe 

structures and materials, solar energy storage, and aircraft launch 

systems. As the EH&S lead, Mark is also responsible for safety 

assessments, accident investigations, emergency response plans, 

fire protection engineering, injury prevention, and safety training.

Figure 1:  Image of Titan HALE solar-powered UAV reprinted from 

http://www.businessinsider.com/google-buys-drone-company-titan-

aerospace-2014-4

For more than three decades, Mark has contributed to the field of 
transportation research, safety testing, and defect investigations 

through his work for the Department of Transportation (DOT), 

Department of Defense (DOD), National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration (NASA), and the private sector. This work 

includes investigations and analyses that span static, sled, crash, 

and stability tests of bicycles, motorcycles, ATVs, electric and 

conventional passenger vehicles, medium and heavy trucks, 

buses, trains, ejection seats, aircraft, and spacecraft. Mark’s 

research and testing has validated many advanced safety designs 

such as the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) Research Safety Vehicle (RSV). He is also involved in 

safety testing and development of prototype and racing vehicles, 

including likely the first crashworthy electric car capable of inter-
state travel. For the Department of Energy (DOE), he conducted 

the most extensive crash and durability testing of electric vehicles 

ever undertaken. He has also been involved in safety design and 

fabrication of professional open wheel and stock cars and off-road 

racing vehicles.

His crash testing and research has uncovered many vehicle safety 

defects and directly led to multiple DOT recalls of defective 

vehicles and components. This includes the Ford® Pinto® and 

other vehicle fuel systems, several seat belt designs which failed 

to remain latched or lock up properly during collisions, dangerous 

airbags, and numerous structural crashworthiness failures of 

vehicle roofs, doors, bumpers, and other occupant compartment 

structures. He has performed pioneering research on the safety 

of vehicle seats, head restraints, and seat belts. He was involved 

in baseline research that led to Federal Motor Vehicle Safety 

Standard (FMVSS) 214D. He has done extensive research on 

child safety in vehicles, particularly in rear, side, and rollover 

impacts. He designed and conducted extensive stability and 

rollover testing on the Jeep® CJ-5® broadcast on CBS’s® 60 

Minutes (see Figure 2). Additionally, he has performed significant 
work in the field of fire protection engineering and occupational, 
sport, and product safety. Mark’s impact is evident based on his 

publications in peer-reviewed technical literature, international 

presentations, contributions to television news programs, film 
documentaries, and instruction provided at universities and 

professional schools nationwide.
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Figure 2.  Mr. Pozzi (on left) during a 1980 Jeep CJ-5 Rollover Test.

General
Source: Joanna L. Collins, MFS, Section Secretary

It’s August…the summer is just about over, the abstract 
submission deadline has passed, and we are six months out from 

the 2016 Annual Meeting in Las Vegas, NV (February 22-27). 

For those who submitted an abstract, thank you and good luck! 

For those who didn’t quite get to it, start planning now for the 

2017 meeting in New Orleans! Section Program Chair Steve 

Chancellor (aurhur.s.chancellor.civ@mail.mil) and Co-Chair 

Melissa Connor (mconnor@coloradomesa.edu) are busy 

reviewing all of the submissions and developing a dynamic 

program for the annual meeting. In addition, they will select 

moderators for the scientific sessions. If you did not have a chance 
to sign up during the last meeting, and you plan on attending the 

2016 meeting and are interested in serving in this capacity, please 

send them an email.

The General Section has several other members hard at work 

on the 2016 AAFS Program as well. Julie Howe is the Chair 

of the Student Academy and the Academy-wide Program Co-

Chair. Joanna Collins is the Plenary Session Co-Chair and 

Tanisha Henson is the Poster Session Chair. Congratulations to 

these General Section members for being named to the program 

committee.

The General Section Nominating Committee, consisting of Alan 

Boehm, Kathleen Hargrave, and Frank Horvath, announces 

that a section chair and section secretary will be elected during 

the section business meeting in Las Vegas. A list of officer 
responsibilities can be found online (www.aafs.org) in the AAFS 

Policy and Procedure Manual. Nominees can be placed on the 

ballot in one of three ways: (1) selection by the Nominating 

Committee; (2) nomination from the membership by petition, 

supported in writing by a minimum of three Members or Fellows 

of the General Section; or, (3) nomination from the floor during 
the election process at the annual section business meeting. 

Petition(s) must be submitted to Alan by October 15 in order to 

verify the nominee’s eligibility, willingness to serve, and to obtain 

an AAFS-specific resume. Alan can be reached at aboehm@cox.
net.

Lastly, our Reception Committee Chair, Sharon Plotkin, has 

been working hard on fundraising for our annual General Section 

Reception to be held on Wednesday night of the meeting. If you 

would like to be recognized as a Friend of the General Section 

(FOGS), it is not too late to donate; email Sharon at splotkin@

mdc.edu for details.

Jurisprudence
Sources: Christine Funk, JD, Section Chair and 

 Stephanie Domitrovich, JD, PhD, Section Secretary

The Forensic Science Committee of The American Bar 

Association (ABA), Judicial Division, chaired by Stephanie 

Domitrovich, along with Jurisprudence Section members 

Andrew Sulner, Carol Henderson, Barry Scheck, as well as 

additional members of the Judicial Division, have promulgated a 

Resolution to the ABA House of Delegates indicating “the ABA 

urges the National Commission on Forensic Science to develop a 

model curriculum in the law and forensic science, and to provide 

training in that curriculum for federal, state, territorial, local 

and tribal judges.” The ABA’s House of Delegates passed this 

Resolution recently without opposition.

Stephanie Domitrovich is the recent Special Issues Editor for the 

American Bar Association’s Judicial Division’s Judges’ Journal 

Summer 2015 Edition which is entitled “FORENSIC SCIENCES: 

Judges as Gatekeepers.” In a few weeks, a website link will be 

available on the ABA’s Judges’ Journal website or you may 

contact Stephanie Domitrovich (sdomitrovich@eriecountygov.

org) and she will send you a hard copy PDF of the entire 

issue. Jurisprudence members Ted Vosk and Carol Henderson 

also contributed to this edition. Member Ted Vosk published 

“Why Breath and Blood Tests in Intoxicated Driving Cases 

Currently Fail to Meet Basic Scientific and Legal Safeguards for 
Admissibility” (co-author Patrick Barone) in the July issue of the 

Michigan Bar Journal, in addition to his ABA publication.

Roderick Kennedy will speak to the Texas DUI Defense 

Lawyers Association in September about countering causes of 

judicial error regarding scientific evidence. Additionally, he 
will serve as part of a workshop approved for the Society of 

Toxicology concerning synthetic cannabinoids.

Robert Sanger is designing a rigorous curriculum in forensics 

for law students that would culminate in a Science and the Law 

specialization certificate awarded along with the JD degree. The 
program would involve a semester course in scientific evidence 
and a combination of electives in specific forensic areas. It is 
designed to educate future lawyers to work with forensic experts 

and to effectively present scientific evidence. If anyone has 
an interest in this concept or has particular experiences they 

would like to share, please contact Robert Sanger at rsanger@

collegesoflaw.edu.

Section News cont.
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continued on page 24

Odontology
Source:  Iain A. Pretty, DDS, PhD, Section Chair

As we begin looking towards fall, Adam Freeman has been busy 

organizing the scientific program for the 2016 annual meeting in 
Las Vegas. I am sure it will be a great collection of research, case 

reports, and thought-provoking presentations. There is no doubt 

that the scientific program is a great way to get up-to-speed on the 
latest research findings in our discipline and in those disciplines of 
our forensic colleagues. Science and research must underpin all of 

what we do – both in our clinical practice and also in our forensic 

casework.

However, research cannot simply be taken at face value – we 

must critically appraise it and, just like a jury in a trial, apply 

appropriate weight to it. While there are many reputable journals, 

not least the Academy’s own Journal of Forensic Sciences, 

there are increasing numbers of so-called “predatory publishers” 

journals with a “pay-to-publish” business model. Such publishers 

are categorized by having poor or non-existent peer review, 

hundreds of titles, often with only a few articles in each. Jeffrey 

Beall, an academic from the University of Colorado Denver, 

maintains a list of these journals and an internet search will 

provide you with a wealth of information on such publishers.

The presence of such journals in the academic space is yet 

another complication as we aim to become effective consumers 

of forensic science literature. The abundance of research, the need 

for effective searching, appraisal, and reviewing of the evidence 

is time consuming and often beyond the resources of a single 

individual. Forensic scientists have an additional complication – 

that of the law. Our science is not only practiced in laboratories 

and mortuaries but also in the courts, so we need not only be 

aware of the science, but also its acceptability within the legal 

system. Yet this burden is no justification for practitioners to be 
unaware of the current state of the science in relation to their 

casework. The Academy’s mission includes the promotion of 

education, competency, and foster research to improve practice. 

I believe that the Odontology Section has an obligation to assist 

the membership in the review, appraisal, and assessment of the 

scientific basis for forensic dental practice.

As such, and in the spirit of President Weedn’s request for our 

sections to be proactive within their disciplines, I am convening 

a new permanent committee within the Odontology Section: the 

Science and Legal Review Committee. This committee will be 

charged with the development of a series of robust, systematic 

reviews of the state of the scientific and legal issues in each 
area of our forensic practice. These will be dynamic documents 

that will be updated regularly. The committee will have its first 
meeting in Las Vegas, but in advance of this, I would like to invite 

members who are interested in contributing to email me (iain.

pretty@manchester.ac.uk). We need a broad mixture of experience 

from both legal and scientific backgrounds and also within our 
scope of practice. I will also reach out to other disciplines where 

this is appropriate. I do hope this new committee, with a task-

and-finish approach, will be further evidence that the Odontology 
Section is proactive, evidence based, and keen to serve justice 

through the application of science.

Pathology/Biology
Source: Jim Caruso, MD, Section Secretary

The program for the AAFS Annual Meeting in Las Vegas is 

taking shape! I just returned from the International Association 

of Coroners & Medical Examiners (IAC&ME) meeting in Las 

Vegas. John Fudenberg, the IAC&ME immediate past president 

and recently appointed Clark County (Las Vegas) Coroner, 

has been the driving force behind the success of the IAC&ME 

meetings and training courses for the past few years. The 

IAC&ME has done a terrific job filling the void created with 
the departure of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology from 

the training scene. Many members of the Pathology/Biology 

Section were in the classroom for the AFIP’s Basic and Advanced 

Forensic courses, Forensic Anthropology course, and the 

Odontology and DNA Forensic ID course. Those AFIP courses 

were excellent as many can attest to and the forensic community 

should be grateful that their legacy continues on through other 

organizations.

My recent stay in Las Vegas reminded me that many of us will 

be there this coming February for an even larger gathering of 

experts in the forensic sciences. Lisa Gavin, one of the forensic 

pathologists in the Clark County Coroner’s Office, is the AAFS 
Local Arrangements Chair for our own meeting in Las Vegas. 

Lisa dedicates herself fully to any task she undertakes so we are 

most assuredly in good hands!

Our chair for the 2016 scientific program, Joyce deJong, tells me 

that she has received over 300 abstract submissions, including 

more than 160 for poster presentation and more than 130 for oral 

presentation. This exceeds last year’s totals and ensures that Dr. 

deJong will have gainful employment (in addition to her day job) 

for the next few months. I applaud all of you who have offered 

to share your research efforts and experiences with the rest of 

the Academy by submitting an abstract. Joyce will have some 

very difficult decisions to make in selecting the highest quality 
abstracts for February, but she is up to the task.

Dr. deJong has also asked me to pass along a solicitation for 

moderators for the various Pathology/Biology oral presentation 

sessions. For those of you who have never moderated a session at 

a scientific meeting, it is an enjoyable experience and usually not 
very taxing. The major tasks include ensuring the presentations 

are all pre-loaded prior to the beginning of the session, 

introducing the presenting authors, and keeping track of time to 

effectively move through the program. If you are interested in 

moderating a session in Las Vegas, please contact Joyce at Joyce.

deJong@med.wmich.edu.

Don’t forget to get your meeting registration and room 

reservations taken care of early. Registration opens in early 

November; please check the AAFS website for up-to-date 

information and specific dates. While the host hotel is very large, 
it is not on the Las Vegas Strip. Staying at neighboring hotels 

requires a considerable walk across some very large parking lots 

at a minimum.
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Thanks again to those who submitted abstracts. It is the 

enthusiastic participation of our members that ensures the success 

of the section. Kathy, Joyce, and I look forward to seeing many of 

our colleagues from the Pathology/Biology Section in Las Vegas!

Psychiatry & Behavioral 
Science

Source: Dean De Crisce, MD, Section Secretary

Dear Colleagues,  we hope you are all enjoying your summer. 

By the time our section members receive this newsletter, the 

deadline for submission of papers for the February 2016 Annual 

Meeting will have passed. Section Program Chair Gregg Dwyer 

has noted that the line-up of submissions for the Psychiatry & 

Behavioral Science Section looks promising with a cross section 

of topics and a mix of empirical study results, practical guidance, 

case law, and reviews of the literature. Proposals address such 

topics as management of sexual offending behavior, paraphilias 

and internet activity, Not Guilty by Reason of Insanity (NGRI) 

and homicide, genetics and brain structure as they relate to 

criminal behavior, therapeutic approaches, online bullying, 

criminal competency, neurobiology, psychopathy, sex trafficking, 
workplace violence, suicide, and others. Submissions are for 

posters, oral presentations, and workshops with authors from 

Canada, the United States, and several European countries. We 

look forward to sorting through the submissions to prepare a 

line-up of thought-provoking material to improve and inform our 

practices and challenge our perspectives in furthering the science 

of our field.

In section news, AAFS past president and forensic psychiatry 

pioneer Richard Rosner authored a book review of the Second 

Edition of Gunn and Taylor’s Forensic Psychiatry: Clinical, 

Legal, and Ethical Issues. The book review was published in 

a current issue of the British journal Criminal Behaviour and 

Mental Health. A summary of the review follows:

The book addresses psychiatric and legal issues primarily in 

the United Kingdom and takes a broader approach to forensic 

psychiatry than usually addressed in U.S. forums. In addition to 

addressing legal issues, care of mentally disordered offenders, 

and risk management, the editors also view topics regarding 

victimization, abuse, and the prevention of victimization, to be 

part of the goals of the field. As such, some unique topics are 
presented, such as the elderly offender, addictions, crimes of 

“passion,” intellectual disabilities, and neurobiology.

Dr. Rosner recommended the work as “a welcome alternative” to 

the narrow focus inherent in forensic psychiatry in the U.S., and a 

“much needed corrective” to our ethnocentric view (my term, not 

Dr. Rosner’s) of psychiatric practice.

In other section news, Janise Nekoranec (Member) has expanded 

her psychology practice, Nekoranec Psychology, to serve on the 

Criminal Law Panel for the Superior Court of Orange County, 

CA. She conducts forensic evaluations and expert testimony for 

competency and criminal responsibility. In addition, she started a 

consulting business, ThinkNekron, with her husband, Dr. Wendell 

Nekoranec.

AAFS member and forensic psychiatry pioneer Robert Sadoff has 

published a new book which was released by Oxford University 

Press, titled The Evolution of Forensic Psychiatry: History, 

Current Developments, Future Directions. A number of members 

of AAFS, including Richard Rosner, have contributed to this work 

which includes the history of the development of fellowships in 

forensic science.

Section Chair Karen Rosenbaum presented on the Ethics of 

Physician Participation in Capital Punishment as part of a panel 

on the Death Penalty on July 15 for the International Academy 

of Mental Health and Law held in Vienna, Austria. John Young 

attended the conference and her talk.

Be sure to explore the AAFS News Feed which will replace the 

Academy News that is presently available in electronic format. 

The News Feed can be accessed at http://news.aafs.org/ and is 

an impressive resource, including up-to-date events of relevance 

to the forensic community, information on each section, job 

postings, and course information.

We continue to welcome the submission of news items for the 

News Feed and this column from our members. Please submit 

these items to Dean De Crisce, Section Secretary, at decrisce.

md@gmail.com. As always, if you are aware of colleagues 

or trainees who may be interested in our organization or in 

participating in our conferences, please encourage them to join.

Toxicology
Source:  Dan T. Anderson, MS, Section Secretary

It is often said that the one and only constant in life is “Change.”

And this year’s theme for the 2016 Annual Meeting in Las 

Vegas, NV, is Transformation: Embracing Change. As leaders 

in forensic toxicology, our success or failure can hinge upon 

how well we are able to facilitate change and how we assist 

the members of our team to adapt to and appreciate these 

changes. In a laboratory setting, we are constantly changing 

to make improvements – whether it’s a lab’s scope of testing, 

implementation of new methodology, or even the possibility 

of how we change our approach to a case and try to remove 

some inherent human bias. The theme of Embracing Change 

is very timely as the Academy improves its functionality by 

becoming a Standards Developing Organization (SDO) for better 

effectiveness for the forensic science community as a whole.

What happens in Vegas stays in Vegas!

The time is now for you to be making plans to join us in Las 

Vegas’s desert oasis as we celebrate “Change.” Section Program 

Chair, Fiona Couper (Fiona.Couper@wsp.wa.gov), and Co-

Section News cont.
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profession. To date in the United States, forensic standards 

development has culminated in the currently on-going National 

Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) Organization 

of Scientific Area Committees for Forensic Science (OSAC) 
effort which began in 2014. NIST has ensured the significant 
involvement of the forensic science community in this process.

The NIST OSAC now has 24 subcommittees that will be 

reviewing existing standards and developing new standards that, 

if endorsed by the Scientific Area Committee (SAC), will require 
vetting. The NIST Quality Infrastructure Committee (QIC), 

chaired by Karen Reczek, is nailing down the process for that 

vetting. However, we do understand that the process will either be 

an in-house canvassing method or, preferably, through an external 

Standards Development Organization.

Currently, existing relevant U.S. SDOs include the American 

Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) and the American 

Dental Association–there may be others. We intend that the 

Academy exert some leadership and step in as another option 

for the OSAC to vet the putative standards. In this way, we will 

support the OSAC effort by offering an SDO option when other 

relevant SDOs are not available and where the OSAC committees 

see us as a valuable alternative. The result is that the Academy 

can further involve the larger forensic science community in the 

standards setting process.

Regardless of which SDO or canvass option is used to review 

the OSAC documents, the process will be expected to adhere 

to the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Essential 

Requirements for due process that include: openness, lack of 

dominance, balance, coordination and harmonization, notification 
of standards development, consideration of views and objections, 

consensus vote, appellate process, written procedures, and 

compliance with normative ANSI policies and administrative 

procedures.

The Academy will become an ANSI-accredited SDO, referred to 

as an ANSI Standards Developer (ASD) and, further, we intend 

that our products will become American National Standards 

(ANSs).

The OSAC is now poised to begin to send out putative standards 

to SDOs. The Academy cannot afford to move slowly and 

carefully. We must forge ahead briskly, but clearly we are in 

a steep learning curve. We intend to accept putative standards 

offerings by this-coming Las Vegas annual meeting in February of 

2016.

I have appointed an Ad Hoc SDO Committee, chaired by Lucy 

Davis and including Ken Ascheim, Sue Ballou, Dave Fowler, 

Matt Gamette, Jennifer Limoges, Chris Plourd, and Walter 

Rowe, as an advisory body overseeing the effort.

We have contracted for the services of Mary McKiel, the former 

Standards Executive with the U.S. Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA), to help us to develop an appropriate process for us 

and to navigate the ANSI applications process. We are currently 

seeking Academy staff for this effort.

The LJAF funds will fund us for four years on the condition that 

we make our standards available to all without cost.

The SDO Committee will give an Academy address on this 

subject during our Las Vegas Annual Meeting. I hope that you 

are interested and will come and learn more about this important 

effort.

President’s Message cont.

Chair, Nikolas Lemos (nikolas.lemos@sfgov.org), continue 

to work behind the scenes to bring the Toxicology Section an 

outstanding program. Traditionally, special sessions of Driving 

Under the Influence of Drugs (DUID) topics, the joint session 
of Toxicology and Pathology/Biology, and Pediatric Toxicology 

will be on the program schedule. By the time this edition of the 

Academy News is posted, the deadline for workshops and abstract 

submission for the 2016 meeting will have passed and the peer-

review process will be well under way. The Annual Toxicology 

Lectureship is being planned along with the 4th Annual 

Toxicology Luncheon and its festivities. Sarah Kerrigan and I 

would like to acknowledge and thank the efforts of Nikolas and 

Fiona as they have a huge job. They both deserve a lot of credit 

for securing section financial sponsorship and keeping within the 
tight AAFS deadlines. Official acceptance letters for abstracts 
from AAFS will be mailed by mid-November and the Advance 

Program will be published in November as well.

The Toxicology Section membership continues to maintain its 

numbers, but there is always room for improvement. Please 

encourage your non-member colleagues to apply; the career 

benefits of membership outweigh the small initial cost. The 
application process is completely online (https://webdata.aafs.

org/application/apply/start.aspx) and details are located on the 

AAFS website.

Additionally, our section members of any status (Trainee or 

Student Affiliates, Associate Members, Members, and Fellows) 
need to determine if they are eligible for promotion, and if so, 

complete the application process. Some section activities (e.g., 

section officer or committee chair) require full Member or Fellow 
status in order to participate. If you discover that you are not yet 

eligible for promotion, you can fulfill some of the promotion 
requirements by participating in meetings as an attendee, 

presenter, moderator, or volunteer. Please contact Nikolas or 

Fiona for volunteer opportunities such as moderating a session. 

The deadline for receipt of all membership application and 

promotion materials is October 1.

Viva Las Vegas—hope to see you there!
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The following photos were taken during the 2015 International Educational Outreach Program to Croatia. 

(l to r): Vedran Morner, 

PhD, Minister of the Science, 

Education and Sports of the 

Republic of Croatia; Dragan 

Primorac, MD, PhD, President, 

ISABS, AAFS Fellow; John 

Gerns, MFS, AAFS President-

Elect; Robert Barsley, DDS, JD, 

AAFS Past President.
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(Office of the President of the Republic of Croatia, by Domagoj Opačak)

(Office of the President of the Republic of Croatia, by Domagoj Opačak)

(l to r): Robert Barsley, Dragan Primorac, 

and John Gerns.

Dragan Primorac and Nancy Jackson.



Academy News28

Even those already-established professionals will need to adapt and evolve to remain viable. We all have very complex schedules 

and lives already: Teaching, casework, research, mentoring, administrative duties, families…and perhaps the occasional hobby or 
vacation? But we will need to make the time and effort to continue to improve ourselves individually and collectively. We will need 

to be proactive and aggressive about staying abreast of emerging research, policy decisions, and court rulings that affect our practices. 

This will involve significant professional development effort including meeting attendance, workshops, seminars, and self-study. 
Our graduate programs will need to evolve to meet the growing needs of the field and ensure that our students are well-prepared and 
employable. We will need to remain open-minded and prepared for the next challenge.

We cannot ignore the changes going on within and around our science. But we are familiar with change. And we know there is more to 

come. We will embrace it and evolve. We are, after all, anthropologists.

Transformation:  Embracing Change - Anthropology Section cont.

Policy cont.

• Views Document on AFIS Interoperability

• Recommendation on Root Cause Analysis

• Views Document on Pretrial Discovery of Forensic Materials

• Views Document on Testimony Using the Term “Scientific Certainty”
• Recommendation on Increasing the Supply of Forensic Pathologists

• Recommendation on Electronic Networking of Medical Examiner and Coroner Offices

The NCFS is anticipated to consider the following initial Draft Work Products Open for Public Comment:

• Views Document on Ensuring that Forensic Analysis is Based Upon Task-Relevant Information

• Views Document on Report Content

• Recommendation on Developing a National Forensic Science Curriculum

New OSTP Representative: The President’s Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) representative Tania Simoncelli will be 
moving on and her spot as the Assistant Director for Forensic Science will be vacant. A new OSTP representative is expected to be 

announced at the next Commission meeting.

To stay up-to-date on the activities and work products of the Commission, members are encouraged to visit www.justice.gov/ncfs.

On another front, the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) has begun a project on “gap analysis” in the 

forensic science literature in order to develop a research agenda. One of the first disciplines to be examined is my own discipline 
of fire investigation. AAAS has also convened committees on latent fingerprints, firearms, and tool marks. Other criminalistics 
disciplines to be examined in the near future are fibers, foot wear and tire tracks, bloodstain pattern analysis, and hair comparisons. 
Digital evidence and bitemarks are also slated for review.

AAAS is the publisher of Science Magazine, with a circulation of more than 125,000 readers a week. Whatever the outcomes of 

AAAS’s gap analyses, they will receive wide attention. The July 31, 2015, issue includes a call for forensic scientists to adopt a basic 

research tool, the blind experiment, as part of their routine practice, implementing Linear Sequential Unmasking (LSU) as advocated 

by Dr. Itiel Dror and others in the July 2015 issue of the Journal of Forensic Sciences.

AAAS has also recently hosted a National Science Foundation-sponsored workshop on “Forensic Science Research Evaluation,” led 

by AAFS President Victor Weedn and George Washington University Professor Edward Bartick. The report of that workshop will 

be published soon.

Yet another new development is the Academy’s decision to establish a Standards Development Organization (SDO). It remains to be 

seen how the Academy will meet this challenge, but the funding is in place to make it happen. There will surely be more news on this 

subject at the annual meeting, if not before.

Change is coming and the pace of change seems to be picking up. As leaders of the forensic science profession, Academy members 

have no choice but to embrace it. Resistance is futile.

Transformation:  Embracing Change  

It’s Time to Lead, Follow, or Get Out of the Way – Criminalistics Section cont.
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The following individuals have submitted applications for Associate Member, Trainee Affiliate, or 
Student Affiliate. Applications that are received and completed by October 1 will be considered for 
approval at the February 22, 2016 Board of Directors Meeting.  Due to space constraints, AAFS 

does not list members who are applying for promotion to Fellow or to Member; however, a list 

of these individuals is found on the AAFS website under “Quick Links.”  Comments or concerns 

regarding an applicant should be submitted in writing to:  Cheryl Hunter, Membership Coordinator, 

AAFS, 410 North 21st Street, Colorado Springs, CO 80904; chunter@aafs.org.  Comments must be 

received by February 5, 2016.

ANTHROPOLOGY

 Associate Member

 Barta, Jodi Lynn, PhD

 Livonia, MI

 Card, Allison M., MSc

 Preston, UNITED KINGDOM

 Dhody, Anna N., MFS

 Philadelphia, PA

 Gray, Alexis A., PhD

 Rancho Cucamonga, CA

 Kang, Longli, PhD

 xianyang, CHINA

 Lisjak, Rene, PhD

 Kailua, HI

 Milner, George R., PhD

 University Park, PA

 Osborne, Dan, PhD

 Lincoln, NE

 Parks, Connie L., MA

 Quantico, VA

 Reineke, Robin C., PhD

 Tucson, AZ

 Sciotto, Cortland O., BA

 Aiea, HI

 Trainee Affiliate
 Bongiovanni, Rosanne, PhD

 Tampa, FL

 Fu, Carissa

 Boston, MA

 Granite, Guinevere E., PhD

 Greenbelt, MD

 Klein, Aryn, MA

 Scottsdale, AZ

 Moore, Gregory, MS

 Allston, MA

 Singer, Patrick D., BS

 Poway, CA

 Student Affiliate
 Bates, Lennon N., BS

 San Marcos, Tx

 Bennett, Caitlin

 Burlington, NC

 Cloven, Jasmine, BS

 Central Point, OR

 Dahl, Shawn R., BS

 Fort Myers, FL

 Davis, Tiffany A., BS

 Houston, Tx

 Figueroa-Soto, Cristina, MA

 Knoxville, TN

 Goots, Alexis C., BS

 North Olmsted, OH

 Heim, Kelly, MA

 Reno, NV

 Hulse, Cortney N., BS

 Chubbuck, ID

 Ketchum, Marisa Teal, BS

 Indianapolis, IN

 McDaneld, Chloe P.

 Kyle, Tx

 Paschal, Kathleen Lacey, BS

 Indianapolis, IN

 Polonitza, Austin L., MS

 Estero, FL

 Taysom, Ely L., BA

 Pocatello, ID

 Thomas, Patricia, BS

 Fort Myers, FL

 Wilkin, Shevan E., BA

 Milton, FL

A
p
p
lican

ts

Applicants

continued on page 30
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CRIMINALISTICS

 Associate Member

 Adnan, Muhammad, MS

 Lahore, PAKISTAN

 Alghafri, Rashed, PhD

 Dubai, UNITED ARAB 

   EMIRATES

 AlRashedi, Nihad A.M., MSc

 Samawa, IRAQ

 Angustia, Sheila Marie Tabulina, MS

 Quezon City, PHILIPPINES

 Ashiq, Muhammad Irfan, PhD

 Lahore, PAKISTAN

 Bhutta, Zumrad U., MS

 Sargodha, PAKISTAN

 Bolivar, Paula, MS

 Fort Lauderdale, FL

 Bonner, Sara C., BS

 Lilburn, GA

 Buchmuller, Helio, PhD

 Brasilia, BRAZIL

 Cathey, Sasha K., BS

 Orlando, FL

 Cavaleri, Joseph J., PhD

 Los Angeles, CA

 Chinni, Rosemarie C., PhD

 Reading, PA

 Cicero, Michael C., III, MS

 Maynard, MA

 Contreras, Patricia A., MS

 Houston, Tx

 Darji, Nishita, MS

 Landover, MD

 Davis, Darrell L., BS

 Cedar Hill, Tx

 De Alcaraz-Fossoul, Josep, PhD

 Barcelona, SPAIN

 De Ungria, Maria Corazon 

   Abogado, PhD

 Quezon City, PHILIPPINES

 DeFrancesco, James V., PhD

 Arlington Heights, IL

 Doria, Travis M., BS

 Missoula, MT

 Englich, Ulrich, PhD

 Syracuse, NY

 Gibbons, Jade J., PhD

 Ventura, CA

 Gibbs, Katina, BS

 Jackson, MS

 Gische, Melissa, MFS

 Quantico, VA

 Grimes, Megan E., MFS

 Woodbridge, VA

 Hackman, Kyla E., MFS

 Arlington, VA

 Harris, Jessica R., MSFS

 East Meadow, NY

 Hiatt, Mark D., MS

 Columbus, OH

 Hilton, Renee C., BS

 Charleston, SC

 Hugie, April, MS

 Seattle, WA

 Karp, Jennifer L., BS

 Stony Brook, NY

 Kazlausky, Grace L., BS

 Glendale, NY

 Kedzierski, Nancy A., MS

 Santa Ana, CA

 Kelly, Amy, MS

 Pikesville, MD

 Levin-elad, Michal, PhD

 Jerusalem, ISRAEL

 Lott, Caitlin, BS

 Austin, Tx

 Marmaro, Jeffrey M., PhD

 Sarasota, FL

 McFarland, Lisa G., MS

 Newark, NJ

 Menchaca, Arturo C., MS

 Atlanta, GA

 Miulli, Nicole R., BS

 Lorton, VA

 Mulinix, Brittany, MS

 London, OH

 Naseer, Mudassar, MPhil

 Lahore, PAKISTAN

 Oblock, Jeffrey, BS

 Cleveland, OH

 Oliver, Laura C., MS

 New Orleans, LA

 Parker, Hope E., MS

 Alexandria, VA

 Percopo, Dennie J., BS

 New York, NY

 Peterson, Lorelei M., MA

 Bedford, Tx

 Phelps, Elizabeth Wille, MFS

 Washington, DC

 Pokorny, Kelly A., BS

 Clayton, MO

 Posto, Jessica A., BS

 Norfolk, VA

 Rada, Yvette, MS

 New York, NY

 Reedy, Carmen R., PhD

 Charlottesville, VA

 Rodriguez, Stephanie, BA

 New York, NY

 Rynas, Samantha A., MFS

 Santa Fe, NM

 Sajan, Renju, MS

 Ashburn, VA

 Salinas Balboa, Oswaldo, MS

 Victoria, MExICO

 Sandifer, Randy A., BS

 Forest Park, GA

 Santos, Lorna H., MS

 Quezon City, PHILIPPINES

 Sheehan, Matthew J., BS

 Maynard, MA

 Sinha, Anil K., PhD

 Patna, INDIA

 Smith, Darrin L., PhD

 Richmond, KY

 Smith, Jacqueline C., BS

 Columbus, OH

 Smith, Ryan F., MSFS

 Mobile, AL

 Taha, Waleed S., BS

 Baghdad, IRAQ

 Thomas, Vanessa, MS

 Winterville, NC

 Valmonte, Melissa, MS

 Phoenix, AZ

 Vent, Wendy M., MSFS

 Madisonville, KY

 Vines, Theron L., III, MS

 Redlands, CA

 White, Michael, BS

 New York, NY

 Wilson, Christina R., PhD

 West Lafayette, IN

 Wong, April, MS

 Los Angeles, CA

 Trainee Affiliate
 Albayrak, Eldem, MS

 Guzelyurt KKTC, TURKEY

 Banks, Julie A., BS

 Akron, OH

 Black, Isabella K., BS

 Melrose, MA

 Cerow, Kathryn M., MS

 Dallas, Tx

 Chapman, Ashley, BS

 Baltimore, MD

 Chu, Lansi, BS

 Bedford, Tx

 Clark, Courtnee, BSc

 Cape Town, SOUTH AFRICA

 Clark, Kelly, MS

 Austin, Tx

 Daniels, Tamar, MSFS

 Philadelphia, PA

 DeWane, Ryan, BS

 Greenville, NC

 Dowling, James A., MS

 Albuquerque, NM

 Estrada, Irene A., MFS

 Poway, CA

Applicants cont.
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 Feiter, Andrew J., MFS

 Washington, DC

 Galinsky, Kara, BS

 North Babylon, NY

 Gendreau, Tanna M., BS

 Missoula, MT

 Gil, Emily, BS

 Marriottsville, MD

 Glynn, Claire, PhD

 West Haven, CT

 Hufnagel, Joseph, BS

 Marseilles, IL

 Jackson, Miley, MA

 Ville Platte, LA

 Kambara, Choon Sung E., MSFS

 Seattle, WA

 Khan, Zeba

 Santa Clara, CA

 Kreger, Alaina M., BS

 Indianapolis, IN

 Kunkle, Kimberlynn M., BS

 Willow Grove, PA

 Mottar, Ashley M., MS

 Northville, MI

 Ng, Her Men

 Chicago, IL

 Nori, Deepthi V., PhD

 Annandale, VA

 Nuesca, Casey, BS

 Honolulu, HI

 Piranio, Kelsey, MS

 Bethlehem, PA

 Romanelli, Mikaela H., MS

 Philadelphia, PA

 Singh, Nitika, BSc

 Greater Mohali, INDIA

 Sliwa, Stephanie A., BS

 Austin, Tx

 Ulloa-Grundvig, Nadine, PhD

 Tallahassee, FL

 Vinueza, Nelson R., PhD

 Raleigh, NC

 Student Affiliate
 Al Oraer, Dina, BS

 Preston, UNITED KINGDOM

 Amankwaa, Benjamin

 Liverpool, NY

 Axford, Leslie

 Bayou Vista, Tx

 Brignac, Francine Johnson, BS

 Dallas, Tx

 Busuttil, Samantha C.

 Massapequa, NY

 Claridge, Ayla N., BS

 Ocala, FL

 Danker, Matthew J., BS

 Huntsville, Tx

 Dominguez, Andrew Arthur

 Rowland Heights, CA

 Erlanson, Kiersten

 Sewickley, PA

 Esmaeili, Mahsa

 Pearland, Tx

 Fedick, Patrick W., BS

 West Lafayette, IN

 Fisch, Ashlie M.

 Palm Harbor, FL

 Gagliardi, Nicole M., BS

 Toms River, NJ

 Grijalva, Phoebe

 El Paso, Tx

 Gutierrez, Carlos A., MS

 Honolulu, HI

 Haines, Alicia M., BSc

 Morphett Vale, AUSTRALIA

 Levesque, Maggie M., BS

 Longmeadow, MA

 Lewis, Andra, MS

 Denton, Tx

 Leza, Suzanne R.

 San Jose, CA

 Lichtenberger, Emily

 Raleigh, NC

 Macauley, Heather L.

 San Jose, CA

 Maguigan, Chanda

 Nettleton, MS

 Murphy, Katharine A., BS

 Fort Worth, Tx

 Nash, David, MS

 Orlando, FL

 Parian, Joseph

 Franklin Lakes, NJ

 Payne, Heather, BS

 Sherwood, MD

 Rabe, Christopher S.

 Saint Joseph, MO

 Redman, Kaitlyn M., BS

 Feeding Hills, MA

 Renteria, Mollie L., BS

 Richmond, Tx

 Sage, Kelly, BS

 Fort Worth, Tx

 Scott, Michael J.

 McKeesport, PA

 Simard, Breonna

 West Hartford, CT

 Strunsee, Taylor

 Platteville, WI

 Sturm, Sarah, BS

 Fort Worth, Tx

 Taylor, David W., Jr

 Gibsonville, NC

 Thielen, Rebecca, BS

 Campbell, CA

 Tudela, Wilfredo

 Roseboro, NC

 Vinson, Melissa, MS

 Richmond, VA

 Ward, LaurelAnne, BS

 Cedarville, OH

 Weng, Da

 Fremont, CA

DIGITAL & MULTIMEDIA 
SCIENCES

 Associate Member

 Alamri, Safi S., BS
 Greeley, CO

 Crouse, Andrew N., BA

 Washington, DC

 Easttom, William Charles, II, MBA

 Plano, Tx

 Eber, William, MS

 Linthicum, MD

 Gargaglione, Maria do Carmo, MS

 Rio de Janeiro, BRAZIL

 Grover, Justin, MS

 Mclean, VA

 Kelley, James M., PhD

 Saratoga, CA

 Lancaster, Mark J., PhD

 Fort Thomas, KY

 O’Day, Daniel R., MS

 Chicago, IL

 Trainee Affiliate
 Giammarrusco, Zac P., MS

 Denver, CO

 Hantke, Valerie, MS

 Annapolis, MD

 Kulkarni, Nikhil L., BCS

 Nashik, INDIA

 Lopez, Katya, BSc

 Auburn Hills, MI

 Mckoy, Sharren, BS

 Washington, DC

 Student Affiliate
 Ajinodu, John

 Lagos, NIGERIA

 Cervellone, Adam, BS

 Huntington, WV

 Cowart, Akette, BS

 Bloomington, IN

ENGINEERING  
SCIENCES

 Associate Member

 Han, Joseph, PhD

 El Segundo, CA

continued on page 32
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 Mendes De Oliveira, Nuno Miguel, BS

 Dania Beach, FL

 Puleo, Christopher M., PhD

 Niskayuna, NY

 Wright, Mitchell M., BS

 St Petersburg, FL

 Student Affiliate
 Nielsen, Nikolaj Kjaer

 Brabrand, DENMARK

GENERAL

 Associate Member

 Alrowaithi, Majid, PhD

 Al-Jouf Skaka, SAUDI ARABIA

 Al-tameemi, Basheer Shakir

 Baghdad, IRAQ

 Bein, Rudolph P., BA

 Reno, NV

 Brophy, Grant M., MS

 Santa Maria, CA

 Bruhn, Ann M., MS

 Norfolk, VA

 Christophe, Deion Patrick, MS

 Edmond, OK

 DeAngelo, Theresa, BS

 Catonsville, MD

 DeChano, Wayne, BS

 Albuquerque, NM

 Eaves, Martin D., MFS

 Fort Benning, GA

 Gloekler, Toby L., BS

 Clayton, CA

 Gomes, Albino, PhD

 Amora, PORTUGAL

 Gurney, Susan M., PhD

 Philadelphia, PA

 Hayward, Heather L., MFS

 Woodbridge, VA

 Hazard, Durdica, MS, PhD

 Lausanne, SWITZERLAND

 Hazen, Alan J., MS

 Coral Spring, FL

 Hector, Jada, MA

 New Orleans, LA

 Ingrassia, Diego, MS

 Milano, ITALY

 Kocak, Ali, PhD

 New York, NY

 Lopez, Carrie E., MS

 Winter Park, FL

 Mangiamele, Dena M., DVM

 San Diego, CA

 McCutcheon, Michael, MS

 Londonderry, NH

 McNamara, JeanneMarie C., MS

 Edison, NJ

 Pelletier, Natalie A., MHS

 Hamden, CT

 Pierce, Terry M., BS

 Orlando, FL

 Rich, Lester, BS

 Charleston, SC

 Richardson, April S., MS

 New Albany, IN

 Rouse, Melanie, MS

 Phoenix, AZ

 Russell, Roger A., DC

 Henderson, NV

 Saunders, Lindsey E., BS

 Washington, DC

 Stevens, Christen S., BSN

 Mesa, AZ

 Tan, Geraldine, MS

 Singapore, SINGAPORE

 Tipple, Brett J., PhD

 Salt Lake City, UT

 Turski, Catherine J., MS

 Sterling, VA

 Vitali, Michelle M., MFA

 Edinboro, PA

 Williams, Tiffany, MA

 Santa Ana, CA

 Zannin, Anita, MS

 Syracuse, NY

 Trainee Affiliate
 Beiter, Nicole K., BS

 Floral Park, NY

 Corum, Victoria, BS

 Ascutney, VT

 Cresswell, Christine M., BSc

 Alfreton, UNITED KINGDOM

 Eaton, Hillary L., PhD

 Prescott, AZ

 Ellison, Vanessa, BS

 Tulsa, OK

 Fekkak, Kenza

 Leesburg, VA

 Fleming, Jamie N., BS

 Baltimore, MD

 Guo, Fei, MD, PhD

 Shenyang, CHINA

 Haas, Tracy J., BS

 Gretna, LA

 Hoynes, Emily, MS

 Winston Salem, NC

 James, Jana A., MS

 Nashville, TN

 Leija, Christina A., MS

 San Antonio, Tx

 Lynch, Kelsey B., BS

 Olather, KS

 McCartney, Michael L., BS

 Colorado Springs, CO

 McGillivary, Cynthia S., MS

 Miamisburg, OH

 Miller, Brianne M., MS

 Morgantown, WV

 Nasburg, Joshua, BS

 Belmont, CA

 Nguyen, Tram-Anh D.

 Burke, VA

 Nÿdam, Veronique MD, BS

 Houston, Tx

 Petrelli, Nicole C., MS

 Newark, DE

 Saunders, Christopher P., PhD

 Brookings, SD

 Sehrawat, Preeti, MSc

 Ahemdabad, INDIA

 Siler, Jessica N., MS

 Lutherville-Timonium, MD

 Slocum, Eric A., BS

 Tucson, AZ

 Spiker, Kolby J., MS

 Honolulu, HI

 Swenson, Katie, MSc

 Tustin, CA

 Tinnick, Maritsa V., BS

 Lilly, PA

 Traveller, Lauren, DNP

 Saint George, UT

 Student Affiliate
 Alicea-Rodriguez, Ana M., BS

 Yauco, PR

 Alyami, Mohammed S., BS

 Greeley, CO

 Bui, Huy T.

 Fountain Valley, CA

 Campanella, Ashley J.

 Greeley, CO

 Chou, Nicholas

 San Jose, CA

 Cody, Ivan R., Jr.

 Passaic, NJ

 Collins, Lisa

 Vallejo, CA

 Costantino, Katie A.

 East Flatrock, NC

 Coyle, Jessica

 Philadelphia, PA

 Cross, Veronica Janet

 North Port, FL

 Crowe, Jolene

 Redmond, OR

 Embry, Aaron J.

 York, PA

 Fulton, Cheryl L.

 Lancaster, PA

Applicants cont.
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 Imtiaz, Ayesha, MS

 Lahore, PAKISTAN

 Lebron, Adriana M.

 Raeford, NC

 Louk, Louis, Jr., MD

 San Diego, CA

 Lupian, Eric, BS

 Poway, CA

 Proctor, F. Nicole, BS

 White Settlement, Tx

 Rose, Mari A.

 Fairmont, WV

 Schaub, Courtney C.

 Grand Forks, ND

 Shankar, Nikhita

 Davis, CA

 Shaw, Jennifer L., BA

 Philadelphia, PA

 Thurau, Emma Grace

 Burbank, CA

 Warren, Austin B.

 Dunn, NC

 Waters, Taylor

 Jacksonville, FL

 Willis, Ashley, BS

 Fairfax, VA

JURISPRUDENCE

 Associate Member

 Bass, Marc, JD

 Auburn, AL

 Clifford, T. Douglas, JD

 Norwalk, OH

 Delger, Dana, JD

 New York, NY

 Kharal, Ashfaq Ahmed, LLM

 Lahore, PAKISTAN

 Murphey, Matthew D., JD

 Irvine, CA

 Newton, Travis A., JD

 Anderson, SC

 Ramsay, Charles A., JD

 Roseville, MN

 Rizzo, AnneMarie

 Sarasota, FL

 Traxler, Sharon, JD

 Tallahassee, FL

 Student Affiliate
 Saylors, Lindsay

 Chicago, IL

ODONTOLOGY

 Associate Member

 DiCrescento, Donna, DDS

 Fort Lauderdale, FL

 Drvostep, Diana Blair, DDS

 Austin, Tx

 Faulkner, Davin, DMD

 Las Vegas, NV

 Forrest, Alexander S., MDS

 Nathan, AUSTRALIA

 Goodrich, James F., FFOMP

 Cambridge, NEW ZEALAND

 Haller, Leslie A., DMD

 Miami, FL

 Hill, Jessica L., DMD

 Alexandria, VA

 Horlick, Alan S., DDS, JD

 Atlanta, GA

 Kastner, Michael J., DDS

 Toledo, OH

 Moore, Jennifer A., DMD

 Bethpage, NY

 Nase, John B., DDS

 Harleysville, PA

 Novak, Frank G., Jr., DMD

 Greensburg, PA

 Pinchi, Vilma, PhD

 Murlo, ITALY

 Rosie, John P., BDS, MSc

 Wirral, UNITED KINGDOM

 Trainee Affiliate
 Shields, Mary, DMD

 Louisville, KY

 Sinclair, April, DMD

 Fort Mcmurray, AB CANADA

 Soriano, Israel, DDS

 Cuauhtemoc Mexico, MExICO

PATHOLOGY/ 
BIOLOGY

 Associate Member

 Askenasy, Jean M., MD, PhD

 Herzlya, ISRAEL

 Bitting, Casey P., DO

 Albuquerque, NM

 Davis, Brent, MD

 Jackson, MS

 De Carlo, Dania, MD

 Foggia, ITALY

 Dogra, T.D., MD

 Gurgaon, INDIA

 Ellis, Gilbert E., PhD

 Miami Shores, FL

 Hunt, Allison, MD

 Hemet, CA

 Jordan, Heather R., PhD

 Mississippi State, MS

 Karapirli, Mustafa, PhD

 Ankara, TURKEY

 Lehman, Michael B., MD

 Jacksonville, FL

 Mambo, Nobby, MD

 Texas City, Tx

 Marshall, Desiree A., MD

 Seattle, WA

 McClain, William D., MD

 San Antonio, Tx

 Meiklejohn, Kelly A., PhD

 Quantico, VA

 Newman, Kia K., MD

 Poughkeepsie, NY

 Nirenberg, Michael S., DPM

 Crown Point, IN

 Oleske, Deanna, MD

 Houston, Tx

 Rajagopalan, Ashwyn, MD

 Toronto, ON CANADA

 Ren, Guangmu, PhD

 Buffalo, NY

 Roquero, Leonardo P., MD

 Detroit, MI

 Savasman, Can M., MD

 Kansas City, MO

 Schrader, Julie, DO

 Valley Park, MO

 Schuman, Leticia F., MD

 San Marcos, Tx

 Sheil, Amy T., MD

 Waukesha, WI

 Tatsumi, Kanayo, MD

 Burlington, VT

 Troxclair, Dana A., MD

 Harvey, LA

 Weaver, Michael Lawayne, MD

 Kansas City, MO

 Zherebitskiy, Viktor, MD

 Edmonton, AB CANADA

 Trainee Affiliate
 Al-Bayat, Marwah I., MD

 Dhahran, SAUDI ARABIA

 Arcega, Ramir, DO

 Los Angeles, CA

 Bilimoria, Farshaad, MD

 Pittsburgh, PA

 Coussens, Marc, PhD

 Brooklyn, NY

 Eckhardt, Michael D., MD

 Evanston, IL

continued on page 34
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 Fenelus, Maly, MD

 Lake Success, NY

 Giffen, Mark A., Jr., DO

 Winston Salem, NC

 Hanosh, Andrew, MD

 Ann Arbor, MI

 Harrison, William T., MD

 Durham, NC

 Lozano, Jason Gene, MD

 San Antonio, Tx

 Quinn, Megan E., MD

 Denver, CO

 Singh, Gulpreet, DO

 Temple, Tx

 Student Affiliate
 Cerezo, Michelle

 Fontana, CA

 Chen, Heather I., BA

 Kalamazoo, MI

 Kriz, Brittany, MS

 Homewood, AL

 Owings, Charity G., MS

 Indianapolis, IN

 Starcher, Rachael Whitley, MA

 Morgantown, WV

 Wheeler, Christa, BS

 Grafton, OH

PSYCHIATRY &  
BEHAVIORAL SCIENCE

 Associate Member

 Alshehri, Hassan Rafaa, MD

 Ancaster, ON CANADA

 Arnold, Bill R., PhD

 Eagle, ID

 Carvalho, Hernani, PhD

 Povoa de Cima, PORTUGAL

 Dorio, Nicole, DO

 Avenel, NJ

 Nau, Martin, MD

 Brooklyn, NY

 Rogers, Jamison E., MD

 Providence, RI

 Trainee Affiliate
 Darby, William C., MD

 Los Angeles, CA

 Minhas, Hassan M., MD

 New Haven, CT

 Student Affiliate
 Flowers, Brooke E.

 Crystal Lake, IL

 Greene-Colozzi, Emily

 New York, NY

 Hanson, Heather

 South Berwick, ME

 Litterell, Kimberly, BS

 Yale, OK

 Vance, Kimberly D.

 Stillwater, OK

QUESTIONED  
DOCUMENTS

 Associate Member

 Rowland, Nate, MS

 Corpus Christi, Tx

 Trainee Affiliate
 Hunter, Gina M., BS

 San Diego, CA

TOxICOLOGY

 Associate Member

 Ajarim, Mansour Dahish, PhD

 Riyadh, SAUDI ARABIA

 Almeida, Robert M., MS

 East Providence, RI

 Altamimi, Ammar Musaed, BS

 Abudhabi, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

 Arafa, Mohamed A.Hameed, MS

 Abu Dhabi, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

 Battal, Dilek, PhD

 Mersin, TURKEY

 Brown, Whitney, BS

 Phoenix, AZ

 Brunner, Branden, MS

 Willow Grove, PA

 Chatterton, Craig N., PhD

 Edmonton, AB CANADA

 Chaudhary, Muhammad Taimoor, MPhil

 Lahore, PAKISTAN

 Closson, William J., PhD

 Patchogue, NY

 Cox, Joseph A., MS

 Pasadena, Tx

 Donze, Nicolas, MSc

 Sion, SWITZERLAND

 Fondren, Lisa E., BS

 Bedford, Tx

 Hutson, Amy L., MS

 Wilmington, NC

 Imran, Muhammad, MS

 Lahore, PAKISTAN

 Ingle, Eric A., BA

 Pleasant Hill, CA

 Lanz, Darby A., MSFS

 Las Vegas, NV

 Lucas, Marsha E., MS

 Marquette, MI

 McIntyre, Iain, PhD

 San Diego, CA

 Midthun, Kari M., PhD

 Albany, NY

 Morjana, Nihmat, PhD

 Newark, DE

 Muller, Sarah W., MSFS

 Frenchtown, NJ

 Musile, Giacomo, PhD

 Verona, ITALY

 Nwachukwu, Vivian U., MS

 Bowie, MD

 Okafor, Uzoma A., PhD

 Albany, GA

 Osadolor, Humphrey B., PhD

 Benin, Edo ,Nigeria

 Ouya, Neya G., MS

 Dasmarinas City, PHILIPPINES

 Shafi, Muhammad, MPhil
 Lahore, PAKISTAN

 Shoff, Elisa N., BS

 Miami, FL

 Sprague, Jon E., PhD

 Bowling Green, OH

 Taylor, Gillian, PhD

 Middlesbrough, UNITED KINGDOM

 Thornton, Melanie S., BS

 Raleigh, NC

 Van Zyl, Jaco, BS

 Woodstock, SOUTH AFRICA

 Walton, Derek, BA

 Anchorage, AK

 Williams, Chinyere M., BS

 Oakland, CA

 Trainee Affiliate
 Brooking, Amanda C., MFS

 Columbia, SC

 Rowland, Amber M., MS

 Raleigh, NC

 Savage, Megan L., MS

 Pearland, Tx

 Sosin, Michael Harry, MS

 New York, NY

 Wegner, Kristin E., BS

 Wichita, KS

 Student Affiliate
 Drumm, Meaghan P.

 Huntingdon Valley, PA

Applicants cont.
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 Huber, Erin A., MS

 Mexico, NY

 McNew, Laura

 Midlothian, VA

 Rufo, John G.

 Wilminton, MA

 San Nicolas, Alexander C., MSFS

 Washington, DC

 Sharma, Shweta, MSc

 Ahmedabad, INDIA

 Turner, Katherine

 Chardon, OH

In Memoriam

 Ben W. Gibson, DDS Retired Fellow of the Odontology Section, June 2015

 Theodore Perros, PhD Retired Fellow of the General Section, November 2014

 Robert Sundick, PhD Retired Fellow of the Anthropology Section, June 2015

Staff Anniversaries

Congratulations to:

 July

 Sonya Bynoe, 7 years

 August

 Cheryl Hunter, 9 years
 Samantha Marriott, 1 year
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A Letter from the YFSF President 

Another summer has come and gone and with it, 

the AAFS 2016 abstract deadline! If you missed 

the AAFS Annual Meeting abstract deadline but 

would still like to present, the YFSF has several 

opportunities. The YFSF Bring Your Own Slides 

(BYOS) and the Bring Your Own Poster (BYOP) 

chairs are accepting abstract submissions through 

December. For more information on the BYOS 

and the BYOP sessions and how to submit an 

abstract, please contact the chairs for these 

sections.

The YFSF Special Session is a great way to 

interact and network with professionals and 

students both in and outside of your field. In 
addition to the BYOS and BYOP sessions, the 

YFSF also offers a full-day session on Tuesday 

and a breakfast session on Thursday. All these 

events are great ways to meet people and further 

your career in forensic science.

One important and fast-approaching date is the 

deadline to submit an application for AAFS 

membership. All application materials must 

be received by the Academy by October 1. 

The YFSF is excited to announce that it will 

have several officer/program positions open up 
following the 2016 meeting. In order to serve 

on the YFSF committee, individuals need to be 

a member of the Academy effective February 

2016. The YFSF is a great opportunity to be more 

involved in your field and within AAFS. For more 
information on joining the YFSF committee, 

please contactlafra86@gmail.com.

Lara Frame-Newell, MA 

YFSF President

A Note from the YFSF Secretary 

It is never too early to start planning your trip to 

Las Vegas for the AAFS 2016 Annual Meeting. 

Accommodation information will be available 

within the coming weeks and will be posted 

atwww.aafs.org/meetings/2016. If you wish to 

stay at the headquarter hotel, it is important to 

book early. Additionally, the Forensic Sciences 

Foundation (FSF) has a travel grant for students 

presenting at the annual meeting. The application 

deadline for this award is October 15. Other 

information can be found at www.fsf.aafs.org.

The YFSF is a great way for young scientists to 

be involved in the field of forensic science and 
the Academy. If you have any questions about the 

YFSF, or our involvement at the Annual Meeting, 

please contact any of the committee members.

Brianna Bermudez, BS 

YFSF Secretary 

briannabelen@gmail.com

Jacob Griffin, BS 

YFSF Assistant Secretary 

jgriff55@lakers.mercyhurst.edu

THINGS EVERY YOuNG FORENSIC 

SCIENTIST SHOuLD KNOW

Achieving ABMDI Certification

Source: Lara Frame-Newell, MA 

 2015-16 YFSF President

Within the vast field of forensic science and 
crime scene investigation is a specialty called 

“medicolegal death investigation.” Typically, 

these Medicolegal Death Investigators (MLDIs) 

work with a medical examiner or coroner’s office. 

Supplement to the Academy News
September 2015

Editors: Brianna B. Bermudez, BS, and Jacob Griffin, BS
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continued on page 38

The general job function of an MLDI is to investigate any death 

that occurs within their jurisdiction. Many medical examiner 

and coroner’s offices require an MLDI to be American Board of 
Medicolegal Death Investigators (ABMDI) -certified within a 
period of time after gaining employment.

There are two types of ABMDI certifications: Registry 
Certification (basic) and Board Certification (advanced). This 
article will give an overview of Registry Certification. In order to 
start the application process to become ABMDI-certified, there 
are a few requirements that must be fulfilled:

• An application form must be completed (this may be 

completed online)

• An employment verification form must be completed, 
showing that the individual has 640 hours of work 

experience and current employment at a medical examiner 

or coroner’s office with the primary responsibility of death 
investigation

• A professional reference form

• Completion of a training checklist (provided by ABMDI)

Once application materials are requested, applicants are allotted 

18 months to complete their application and sit for the exam. 

Applications will become inactive if not completed within 18 

months.

The registry examination is a 240 multiple-choice exam that 

covers: general knowledge, technical information, problem 

solving, interacting with law enforcement and families, 

demonstration of scientific knowledge and anatomy, ethics, 
communication, and investigating deaths.

A great resource for studying and understanding what 

should be expected on the exam is the Medicolegal Death 

Investigator training textbook (Clark, Ernst, Jentzen, and 

Haglund, 1994). Additionally, there is information on the ABMDI 

website (www.abmdi.org).

YFSF GENERAL INFORMATION

YFSF Financial Liaison 

Each year during the AAFS Annual Scientific Meeting, the Young 
Forensic Scientists Forum (YFSF) hosts a Special Session aimed 

at assisting students and young professionals in the forensic 

science field. This special session includes a full-day session with 
speakers, a breakfast session with a résumé review panel, a Bring 

Your Own Poster Session, and a Bring Your Own Slides Session. 

Attending these events can motivate and guide those wishing 

to pursue a career in forensic science. The YFSF is able to hold 

these sessions each year because of the generous support and 

financial contributions that we receive from the forensic science 
community.

The YFSF receives monetary and educational support each year 

from FEPAC-accredited universities, forensic science vendors, 

AAFS sections, and AAFS members. Letters and contribution 

forms have been mailed to FEPAC-accredited universities. In 

the fall, vendors and AAFS sections will be contacted. This 

continued support is essential to the educational and professional 

successes of young forensic scientists across the country.

If you or your organization is interested in contributing resources 

to the 2015 YFSF Special Session, please contact Lindsay 

Saylors.

Lindsay Saylors, BS 

YFSF Financial Liaison 

lindsaysaylors@gmail.com

YFSF Special Session 

The YFSF is pleased to announce the 2016 YFSF Special Session 

speakers:

• Ja’Neisha Hutley

• John Nixon

• Raymond Miller

• Gary Berman

• John Allan Williams

• Joseph Almog

• Joan Bytheway

• Helmut Brosz

• Linton Mohammed

• Alan Price

• Nikolas Lemos

• J.C. upshaw Downs

• Claire Shepard

• Federica Collini

• Noelle umback

The speakers this year represent a wide range of forensic 

disciplines including criminalistics, odontology, anthropology, 

and toxicology. They will present cases in which they were 

personally involved and in which forensic science was integral 

in resolving the case. If you have any questions about the YFSF 

Special Session, please contact yfsfss@gmail.com.

Sarah Ellis, MS 

YFSF Special Session Chair 

sarahjellis2@gmail.com

Amanda Hale, MA 

YFSF Special Session Co-Chair 

arhale@ncsu.edu

YFSF Breakfast Session 

The YFSF Breakfast Session focuses on professional 

development for students and new professionals in forensic 

science. This year, the breakfast session will be using a new 

format to present information. A panel of professional forensic 

science experts from each of the different sections of the 

Academy will present information in a unique setting, themed 

“Ask the Expert.” The panel will answer questions from the 

audience as well as serve as the résumé review panel. This is a 

great opportunity for young forensic scientists to have a one-on-

one learning experience with an established professional in the 

field.

If you are an experienced forensic scientist, please consider 
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serving on the panel as an expert and as a résumé reviewer for 

the next generation of forensic scientists. If you are interested or 

would like more information, please contact Christina Hayes or 

Kelsey Carpenter.

Christina Hayes, BS 

YFSF Breakfast Session Chair 

cgh1184@gmail.com

Kelsey Carpenter, BS 

YFSF Breakfast Session Co-Chair 

kcarpe69@lakers.mercyhurst.edu

YFSF Bring Your Own Slides Session 

The YFSF Bring Your Own Slides (BYOS) Session is the perfect 

opportunity for students and young professionals to present 

research or casework studies! This unique opportunity allows 

individuals to enhance their oral communication skills while 

adding presentation experience to their curriculum vitae.

The YFSF is currently accepting submissions through December 

1. If you are interested in presenting at the AAFS 68th Annual 

Scientific Meeting, please submit a one-page abstract and CV 
toyfsf.byos@gmail.com. If you have any questions, please feel 

free to contact Betzaida Maldonado or Jeremy Manheim.

Betzaida Maldonado, MSFS 

YFSF Bring Your Own Slides Chair 

maldonado2990@gmail.com

Jeremy Manheim, BS 

YFSF Bring Your Own Slides Co-Chair 

jmanheim@albany.edu

YFSF Bring Your Own Poster Session 

Hello young forensic scientists! The February meeting is just 

around the corner, which means you should be planning your 

abstract submission for the YFSF Bring Your Own Poster 

(BYOP) Session. YFSF BYOP is an ideal opportunity for 

students and young forensic scientists to share their research and 

gain invaluable feedback in a comfortable environment. Mentors, 

please encourage your students to present their term paper, 

research project, or interesting case at this year’s YFSF BYOP 

Session. If you missed the August 1 abstract submission deadline 

for the Academy, the December 1 abstract deadline provides 

plenty of time for students and young forensic scientists to put 

together their summer research projects or case write-up.

Interested young professionals should submit a one-page detailed 

abstract and an abbreviated curriculum vitae (CV) by December 

1 to yfsf.postersession@gmail.com. If you have questions, feel 

free to email Alicja Lanfear or Rebecca McKerlie.

We look forward to hearing from you!

Alicja Lanfear, PhD 

YFSF Poster Session Chair 

alicja.lanfear@mtsu.edu

Rebecca McKerlie, BS 

YFSF Poster Session Co-Chair 

rlmckerlie1@catamount.wcu.edu

Young Forensic Scientists Forum Newsletter cont.
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SEPTEMBER 2015

3-5

Advance Course in Forensic Anthropology 2015: 

Imaging and Forensic Anthropology

Hosted by the Forensic Anthropology Society of 

Europe (FASE).  To be held in Montpellier, France.

CONTACT: amltcm34@gmail.com

12

ABC Certification Review Course
Hosted by ForensicAid, LLC and Bay Path 

University.  To be held in Longmeadow, MA.

CONTACT: Tiffany Roy

 tiffany,roy@gmail.com

14-16

Medicolegal Death Investigation Training Course

Hosted by the Cuyahoga County Medical 

Examiner’s Office and Case Western University 
School of Medicine.  To be held in Cleveland, OH.

CONTACT: Daniel Morgan

 dmorgan@cuyahogacounty.us

 (216) 698-4089

21-25

Master Facial Reconstruction with Karen T. Taylor

Presented by FACTS.  To be held in San Marcos, Tx.

CONTACT: Sophia R. Mavroudas

 facts@txstate.edu

 (512) 245-1900

 www.txstate.edu/anthropology/facts/

 workshops/Master-forensic-art.html

OCTOBER 2015

3-17

Forensic Odontology in a Medical Examiner’s Office
Presented by the University of Detroit Mercy 

School of Dentistry.  To be held in Detroit, MI.

CONTACT: Debra

 (313) 494-6626

 http://dental.udmercy.edu 

12-16

SAFS/ASTEE 2015 Joint Meeting

Hosted by SAFS/ASTEE. To be held in Atlanta, GA.

CONTACT: Diana Williams

 safsastee2015@gmail.com

 (404) 469-7028

 http://southernforensic.org/

 zonedisplay.asp?ZoneID=77

13-17

2015 NEAFS Annual Meeting 

Presented by the Northeastern Association of 

Forensic Scientists.  To be held in Hyannis, MA.

CONTACT: Erica Nadeau

 presidentelect@neafs.org

 (207) 423-4489

 www.neafs.org/index.php/annual-meeting 

26-30

International Forensic Photography Workshop

Hosted by the Miami Dade County Medical 

Examiner Department.  To be held in Miami, FL.

CONTACT: Heidi Nichols

 hns@miamidade.gov

 (305) 545-2469

 www.miamidade.gov/medicalexaminer/

 forensic-photography-training.asp

26-30

St. Louis university’s 112th Medicolegal Death 

Investigator Training Course

Hosted by Saint Louis University SOM, Division 

of Forensic Pathology.  To be held at the Hyatt 

Regency St. Louis at The Arch.

CONTACT: M.A.Tersigni-Tarrant or 

 Tammi Mooshegian

 mldi@slu.edu

 (314) 977-7323

 http://medschool.slu.edu/mldi/

NOVEMBER 2015

2-4

Medicolegal Death Investigation Training Course 

Hosted by the Cuyahoga County Medical Examiner’s 

Office and Case Western University School of 
Medicine.  To be held at the Cuyahoga County 

Medical Examiner’s Office in Cleveland, OH.
CONTACT: Daniel Morgan

 dmorgan@cuyahogacounty.us

 (216) 698-4089

2-6

40 Hour Basic Crime Scene Course

Hosted by the Suffolk Police Department.  To be 

held in Suffolk, VA.

CONTACT: Lurena Huffman

 lhuffman@suffolkva.us

 (757) 514-7940

9-13

Bugs, Bones and Botany

Hosted by the William R. Maples Center for Forensic 

Medicine at the University of Florida.  To be held at 

the Best Western Gateway in Gainesville, FL.

CONTACT: Vickie Maloney

 vmaloney@pathology.ufl.edu
 (352) 265-9940

 http://maples-center.ufl.edu

16-20

Advanced Bloodstain Pattern Analysis 

Workshop

Hosted by the Northeast Forensic Training Center.  

To be held in Bethlehem, PA.

CONTACT: Toby L. Wolson

 toby.wolson@gmail.com

 (305) 336-2219
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OF FORENSIC SCIENCES

410 North 21st Street

Colorado Springs, CO 80904

Do you know someone who may be 

interested in AAFS membership?

Please provide the information below and AAFS will send an application to:

Name: 

Address: 

City: 

State:         Zip: 

Please provide your name so the potential applicant will know who requested the 

application. AAFS will also recognize you by placing a Sponsor ribbon in your 2016 

Annual Meeting registration packet. Please detach form and return to AAFS.  Thank you.

Your name: 

AAFS promotes the 
advancement of the 

Forensic Sciences and 
Forensic Scientists

AAFS Benefits

Your inclusion in the AAFS 
will give you access to the most 
talented forensic scientists in 
the nation via personal contact, 
workshops, seminars, and the 
AAFS Annual Scientific Meeting, 
to be held February 22-27, 2016, 
in Las Vegas, NV.

You will receive the Journal 
of Forensic Sciences devoted 
to the publication of original 
investigations, observations, 
scholarly inquiries, and reviews 
in the various branches of the 
forensic sciences. This is the 
official bi-monthly publication of 
the AAFS.

Your involvement will contribute 
to the advancement of the 
forensic sciences.

You will receive the bi-monthly 
Academy News which will keep 
you informed of professional 
issues, upcoming forensic 
meetings, and conferences, job 
opportunities, section news, and 
Forensic Sciences Foundation 
activities.

For more information:
Phone: (719) 636-1100

Fax: (719) 636-1993

New Applicant Services Only:
(800) 701-AAFS

Email: membship@aafs.org

Website: www.aafs.org


